Dayton Dragons Announce 2010 Coaching Staff

Dayton, Ohio, November 12, 2009- The Dayton Dragons today announced their  coaching staff for the 2010 baseball season.  Todd Benzinger is set to return for his second season as Manager.  He will be joined by second-year pitching coach Tony Fossas and new hitting coach Ken Griffey, Sr.

Gary Mayse, Dragons Vice President and General Manager, commented in his opening remarks from Fifth Third Field about the staff assembled at the podium. “We are excited to have the most experienced coaching staff in the Midwest League”, said Mayse.  Also on hand to introduce the coaching staff was Reds Director of Player Development, Terry Reynolds.  “We are thrilled to place these three in Dayton working daily with our players”, he said. 

Benzinger managed the club to a 59-80 record in 2009. The former Major League player, whose career included a stop with the 1990 World Series winning Reds, retired from baseball in 1995. Today his comments included wanting his players to know that “this (Reds) is a winning culture, a winning organization.” 

Fossas also returns for his second year as Dragons pitching coach after spending five years as pitching coach at Florida Atlantic University. Fossas pitched in the major leagues for all or part of 12 seasons, in a professional career that spanned 21 years. Fossas remarked, “It’s my job to focus on each pitcher… number of pitches, types of pitches, in an effort to improve the individual player, establish a sound rotation, and ultimately win games”.

Ken Griffey, Sr., debuts as hitting coach following a multi-year position with the Reds as Special Assistant to the General Manager.  A three-time All-Star with two World Series championships to his credit during a major league baseball career that spanned 18 years (’73-’91), Griffey, Sr., commented extensively on his new position including this statement, “Hitting to me is the most exciting part of baseball. I am in a position now to share all that I know about hitting with guys who share that passion”.

The Dragons play their home games at Fifth Third Field in Dayton. They average 8,375 fans per game, or 116% of capacity. The Dragons have been the top Class A team in attendance since their inception in 2000, and have set and re-broken the record for Class A attendance three times.
