
 
 
 

 

CPPF Remembers Margaret Vogt 
 
The Conflict Prevention and Peace family mourns the loss of Dr. Margaret Vogt, a longtime 
friend of CPPF and member of our Advisory Board. Margaret passed away on Tuesday, 23 
September 2014. Margaret had helped conceptualize CPPF before it was founded as a 
program of the Social Science Research Council in 2000, and joined the CPPF Advisory 
Board in 2005. She was one of our longest serving Advisory Board members until her 
untimely death.  

While some of us only came to know Margaret in recent years as the UN Secretary-
General’s Special Representative to the Central African Republic, many of us have known 
Margaret throughout her distinguished career as a leading scholar on African peace and 
security, cherished mentor to a younger generation of scholars and young professionals, and 
international civil servant at the United Nations, the African Union, and ECOWAS. 

Margaret was arguably the most prominent African woman political scientist of her 
generation. After many years at the Nigerian Institute of International (NIIA) where she 
established the Strategic Studies department, and a number of other key institutions in her 
native Nigeria—including the Command and Staff College, the Nigerian War College, and 
the Institute for Strategic Studies—Margaret came to New York to establish the 
International Peace Academy’s Africa Program.  

Whether at the OAU/AU where she worked relentlessly to expand the organization’s 
authority to respond to violent conflict and war crimes in the region; or at ECOWAS, where 
she helped develop the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management, Resolution, 
Peacekeeping and Security; or at the UN, where she worked to overcome the operational 
challenges between African regional organizations and the United Nations in managing 
conflict, Margaret sought to strengthen sub-regional mechanisms that can more effectively 
respond to conflict. She was a true believer in the region’s ability—indeed, its 
responsibility, to manage its own affairs through strong regional institutions.  

Margaret’s research and publications on regional organizations and African civil 
wars, especially in West Africa after the Cold War, inspired a generation of younger African 
scholars who have since gone on to stellar careers of their own. Many of them have 
continued to build on Margaret’s commitment to strengthening the region’s capacity to 
produce quality, evidence-based research and analysis. Some have done so out of 
universities and think tanks in the region, others from within the UN Secretariat.   

Margaret brought her continental perspective, sharp analytical skills, and 
appreciation for research to bear on her work at the UN. Not only was she an advisor to 
CPPF’s Africa programs for many years, always advocating for a greater inclusion of 
African voices at the UN; but as deputy director of the Africa I division in the UN 
Department of Political Affairs and then as SRSG, was also a keen consumer of CPPF 
programming.  

For example, when former president Obasanjo was appointed UN Special Envoy to 
the Great Lakes in 2008, Margaret sought CPPF’s support to brief him. Following the fall of 
Libya’s Gaddafi in October 2011, Margaret recognized the impact that the changing 
political landscape in the region would have on Central Africa and asked for a series of in-
depth, CPPF research papers about these changes. A CPPF expert brainstorming held in 
Bangui in June 2012 at Margaret’s request brought together stakeholders across the UN, 



 

World Bank, and the international community in CAR to examine more deeply the social 
and religious cleavages emerging across the region. Much of this work was the foundation 
for an edited book on CAR that will be published under CPPF auspices in the spring of 2015 
in an effort to help inform our UN and other colleagues in their renewed engagement with 
the country. 

Margaret’s insistence on the UN’s need for solid research and analysis for its work—
particularly to strengthen its efforts on prevention—may not have been sufficient to avert 
the current crisis in CAR. But the importance of good research to good policy is an approach 
we share, and which we believe can only help strengthen our collective efforts to respond to 
this generation’s social upheavals. 

A service will be held for Margaret at 10am on Saturday, 4 October 2014 at St. 
Joseph's Parish, 245 North Main Street, Spring Valley, NY. We extend our deepest 
condolences to Margaret’s husband and family.  
 

New York, 2 October 2014 
 
 
Tatiana Carayannis is Deputy Director of CPPF at the Social Science Research Council. 
 


