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As Chinese engagement in Africa continues apace, media coverage and scholarly studies continue to focus 

primarily on the macro economic and political aspects of China-Africa relations. Despite nearly 15 years of 

renewed migration to the continent, the people-to-people encounters that occur in tandem with the high-

level negotiations and large, private entrepreneurial transactions receive less attention than the macro-level 

issues. With some reports indicating that there are now over a million Chinese living and working in 

Africa, little still is known about them; what is published in media accounts is often tinged with an anti-

China bias and fears, singling out the Chinese for reproach. Moreover, much of the reporting is persistent in 

portraying China as a monolithic power in Africa, glossing over the myriad private and public actors from 

China and 54 African nations, each with their own distinct social and political systems and histories. 

 

Simultaneously, African traders and investors have been making their way to China in increasing numbers 

over the past decade. They are bypassing middlemen and going directly to wholesalers and manufacturers 

in China. Over the years, increasing numbers of these Africans have settled in Guangzhou and other coastal 

cities, as well as Beijing, Shanghai and other megacities, and their numbers continue to grow. Recent 

incidents in Guangzhou indicate that Chinese officials are unprepared to address the many issues that arise 

from the growing presence of these highly visible groups of newcomers. Little is known about these new 

communities, which, like the Chinese in Africa, face everyday challenges with local culture, bureaucracy 

and society.  

 

The CA/AC Research Network is at the forefront of social, economic, and political research, which focuses 

primarily on the people-related aspects of China-Africa engagements. Our mission is to continue to 

spearhead cutting edge research and to set the intellectual, theoretical and empirical agenda for others to 

follow. Our aim is to serve as a network for the growing body of scholars and journalists currently 

conducting research on various communities of Chinese in Africa, those examining newer migrations of 

Africans into China, and other scholars working on related China/Africa issues.   

 

The CA/AC Research Network is made up of both senior and younger scholars, journalists & filmmakers, 

and practitioners, who work on issues related to Chinese in Africa and Africans in China. Our members 

come from various disciplines and continents.  Many of our members have conducted research in the field 

(or are in the process of doing so) and bring real world knowledge and experience to the globally contested 

discourses around China and Africa’s current engagement, with a focus on migration, labor, perceptions, 

and identity formation, as well as social, political, and economic impacts of the mobility of Chinese and 

African peoples across various boundaries. Members also include some of the foremost scholars on 

China/Africa relations as well as representatives of many of the China-Africa focused research centers & 

projects around the globe. 

 

Originally established in late 2007 at the Centre for Sociological Research at the University of 

Johannesburg, the CA/AC Research Network migrated to Rhodes University in August 2010, where we are 

now hosted by the Sociology Department.  In August 2009 we hosted a small multi-disciplinary 

conference, bringing together some of the first scholars engaged in field research on Chinese people in 

African countries as well as those focused on Africans in China. A selection of these papers was published 

in a special issue of African & Asian Studies Journal in 2010. Since that time, we have organized panels for 

various international conferences (ASA, AAA, ICAS, CAS@50, among others); mounted a successful one-

day symposium in conjunction with the Confucius Institute at Rhodes University’s China Week in 

September 2011; and hosted our second international Chinese in Africa/Africans in China conference at 

Monash South Africa in Johannesburg in August 2012. We have further panels scheduled for the 

forthcoming African Studies Association conference in Baltimore/November 2013 and the Institute of 

African Studies at the Russian Academy of Sciences conference in Moscow/May 2014. Plans are also 

underfoot for the third international Chinese in Africa/Africans in China conference to be hosted at Jinan 

University in Guangzhou in December 2014. 

 

The CA/AC is currently working in partnership with the Social Science Research Council based in New 

York to increase the visibility of our Network through the development of a web-based presence; 



simultaneously, we will be working to establish more accessible web-based resources, including syllabi and 

bibliographies as well as experts profiles. As part of this process we are also looking into establishing 

institutional linkages, in addition to our current partnership with Rhodes University; discussions are 

currently underway with the South African Institute for International Affairs in Johannesburg, the Centre 

for Chinese Studies at Stellenbosch University in the Western Cape, and Jinan University in Guangzhou. 

We have an exciting year ahead! 

 

We are the leading thinkers in this growing field of research. We serve as facilitators, establishing links 

between people, institutions and continents.  We stimulate debate and offer a unique platform for exchange 

between experts in the field. We share information about relevant conferences and journals, recent 

publications, and other issues of common interest with our growing membership.  We produce research in a 

collaborative fashion. We organize workshops and conferences and facilitate participation in international 

conferences for our members and other experts. We publish in academic journals, peer-reviewed edited 

volumes, as well as lay/public print and electronic media to disseminate new knowledge. And we ensure 

that we remain on the cutting edge of issues and debates on China-Africa related affairs. In short, the 

CA/AC Research Network provides one of the only independent and international platforms for real time 

discussions, lively debates, and knowledge sharing through the use of digital media and conferences.  

 

For further information about the Chinese in Africa/Africans in China (CA/AC) Research Network, please 

contact one of the members of the CA/AC steering committee:  

 

Dr Yoon Jung PARK, Coordinator/Convener, at yoon1@verizon.net  

Dr Tu HUYNH, Deputy Coordinator, at huynh.2.t@gmail.com 

Or Members-at-Large: 

Ms Heidi Østbø HAUGEN, h.o.haugen@sosgeo.uio.no 

Ms. Solange Guo CHATELARD, solange.chatelard@gmail.com 

Prof. Barry SAUTMAN, sobarrys@ust.hk 

Prof. YAN Hairong, hairongy@gmail.com 

Prof. Jamie MONSON, jamiemonson@yahoo.com 
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