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Toyin Ajao holds a Master’s degree in Conflict, Security and Development from King’s 
College (London) and is a doctoral student and assistant lecturer in the Department of 
Political Sciences at the University of Pretoria. Ms Ajao holds a Mellon doctoral 
scholarship in the Department and is an African Leadership Centre (ALC) alumna 
(Women, Peace and Security Fellow, 2010). Her research focuses specifically on the role 
of social media in conflict transformation and she is a member of the University of 
Pretoria’s research team on Ubuntu. This project spans three faculties: Humanities, Law 
and Theology. 
 
Claudia Banze is Sociologist and Junior Researcher at the Centre for Mozambican and 
International Studies (CEMO). She is in charge of CEMO’s institutional program on Social 
Policies and Gender. She entered at CEMO in 2012, as an intern. Ms Banze’s work is in 
the field of rural sociology and development management with a specific focus on issues 
of gender. Ms Banze speaks Portuguese, basics of English and French, and her mother 
tongue, Shangane. Her current research project is conducted together with Constancio 
Nguja (see below). 
 
Joseph Chunga holds a Master’s degree in Political Science and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Public Administration obtained in 2009 and 2007 respectively. He is a Research 
Fellow at the Centre for Social Research of the University of Malawi. His main areas of 
research interest are democratization and political economy analysis of political and policy 
processes. Joseph also teaches Comparative Politics and International Relations at the 
Department of Political and Administrative Studies of the University of Malawi where he 
also serves as Coordinator for the Master of Arts in Political Science program at the 
university. Joseph submitted a joint draft proposal, together with George Mahango (see 
below) on the political economy of civil-military relations in Malawi. 
 
George Kampamba is a lecturer in environment, sustainable development and peace, at 
Dag Hammarskjöld Institute for Peace and Conflict Studies of the Copperbelt University -- 
the second public university in Zambia. His research proposal focuses on ‘The cultural 
use, security issues and management challenges in Mpane woodland resources’ with 
Zambian case studies.  
 
Gabriel Malebang is a lecturer in the Department of Political and Administrative Studies of 
the University of Botswana. He holds a B.A in Political Science and Public Administration 
from the University of Botswana and a Master’s in Public and Development Management 
(MM-P&DM) from the University of the Witwatersrand. He has recently been awarded a 
PhD by Hiroshima University in Japan. His research interests are, Peacebuilding and 
Conflict Transformation, Infrastructures for Peace African politics, International Relations, 
Foreign Policy and Diplomacy, Civil Military Relations, Security Sector Governance and 
regional security cooperation in the SADC region. Gabriel is developing a research 
proposal to explore how peace is understood and perceived in Botswana, a country long 
lauded for the quality of its democracy. 
 
Boga MANATSHA is currently a history lecturer at the University of Botswana. He holds a 
BA in History and English and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Education from the University 
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of Botswana, an MA and PhD from the Graduate School for International Development 
and Cooperation, Hiroshima University, Japan (September 2011). His research primarily 
focuses on land issues: the politics of land, land conflicts, traditional leadership and land 
administration, land rights, and how land conflicts undermine peace and democracy in 
Botswana and his research proposal brings together a number of these issues. Dr. 
Manatsha has published journal articles on these topics in both local and international 
journals. He also writes a column on land-related issues in a local newspaper (in 
Botswana). See in this regard one of his contributions at http://bulawayo24.com/index-id-
opinion-sc-columnist-byo-38699.html   
 
George Abel Mhango is a lecturer at Mzuzu University’s Centre for Security Studies. He 
holds a Master of Arts in Political Science from the University of Malawi. His research 
interests cover regional peace and security architectures, security sector reforms and 
governance, security policy analysis and the politics of development. He is a member of 
the regional research network, SADSEM, involving 12 universities and research 
institutions in the SADC region.  
 
Constancio Nguja is Researcher and Political Analyst at the Centre for Mozambican and 
International Studies (CEMO), since 2010. He is in charge of implementing the institutional 
program on International Relations and Human Rights. Constancio has a Master’s degree 
in Political Science and African Studies, from the Pedagogical University of Mozambique. 
His undergraduate studies were in International Relations at the Higher Institute of 
International Relations (ISRI) of Mozambique. He has been writing articles regarding many 
thematic areas, such as Africa-America relations, Foreign Policy of Mozambique, US 
Foreign Policy, African Politics, Politics in Mozambique, Energy Security of Mozambique 
and Inter-African Relations. Since 2010, Constancio has been a regular commentator on a 
TV show (SOICO TV), ‘International Politics’, that goes on air all Sundays afternoon in 
Mozambique. For one of his blog contributions, see 
http://saccps.blogspot.com/2013/11/mozambique-understanding-clashes.html. 
Constancio’s plans for the future include a diplomatic career at the Mozambican Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, as well as a PhD in African Politics. Last, but not least, he speaks 
Portuguese, English, French, (basic) Italian, and Emakhuwa language. Constancio is 
working, together with Claudia Banze on a research project entitled, ‘The gender 
dimension of the political tension and peace dialogue in Mozambique’. 
 
Dagan Rossini is the program assistant for the African Peacebuilding Network (APN). 
Dagan graduated from Colgate University, where he double majored in peace and conflict 
studies (PCON) and political science, with both degrees concentrating primarily on issues 
relating to sub-Saharan Africa and international social justice. Previous work experiences 
include internships at Interpeace (Geneva) and the International Legal Foundation (New 
York). 
 
Barros Simão holds a degree in philosophy from the Luanda Major Seminary (2007) and 
completed a degree in Law from the Catholic University of Angola (2012). From 2008 to 
2013 he worked for the Angolan NGO, the Mosaiko Institute for Citizenship. As a civil 
society activist, he has supported the consolidation of local associations of human rights. 
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He also previously served as a coordinator at the Angolan Department of Justice on 
human rights issues. At present he is involved as a trainer and human rights activist for 
various small NGOs in Angola. His research proposal focused on the topic of conflict 
prevention through election management, with Angola as a case study. 
 
Sonja Theron holds a Master’s degree in Conflict, Security and Development from King’s 
College (London) and is a researcher and lecturer in the Department of Political Sciences 
at the University of Pretoria. Like Toyin Ajao, she is also an alumna of the ALC and a team 
member of the UP Ubuntu research project. 
 
Theodora Thindwa is an assistant lecturer at the Centre for Security Studies, Mzuzu 
University in Malawi. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Humanities from University of 
Malawi: Chancellor College, majoring in Political Philosophy and minoring in Psychology, 
and a Master of Science degree in Development Studies from the University of Mauritius 
(2013). Her research interests include Parliamentary Democracy in Malawi, China–Africa 
Relations, climate change, poverty reduction and various human security issues. Her 
research proposal focuses on ‘Youth unemployment as a threat to human security in 
Malawi’. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


