
CONCEPT 

NOTE 

Peacebuilding Education in African Universities: A Consultative Meeting, July 2-3, 2017, Lagos 

Although peace and security studies programs in African universities have a fairly short history dating back 

five decades, the demand for such programs within the continent has risen exponentially over the past two 

decades. A number of factors have contributed to the rising demand, including the quest by governments, 

regional organizations and international organizations for home-grown expertise and knowledge capable of 

responding to the numerous challenges posed by the changing dynamics of intra-and trans-national 

conflicts, complex humanitarian emergencies and emerging transnational threats. This trend has been 

further reinforced by the growing realization within and outside the continent of the linkage between 

production of local knowledge and the production of coherent analyses and strategies, effective policies 

and actions. However, apart from the Mapping Study of Peace and Security Engagement in African Tertiary 

Institutions by the African Leadership Centre in 2010, there have been few, if any, similar studies on a 

continent-wide scale exploring the theme of peace and security studies. While that study documented the 

level of engagement with peace and security studies across institutions in countries and regions, there is 

need for deeper analyses of the academic content of the curricula of the training programs, with a particular 

focus on the syllabi/course content for the teaching of peacebuilding in Africa. 

The brainstorming session will provide an overview of key indicators relevant to peacebuilding in Africa, 

and help stakeholders think though and prioritize the needs of peacebuilding education programs in Africa’s 

tertiary institutions. It offers a forum and platform for leading scholars and educators, institutions and 

practitioners working in the field of African peace and security to brainstorm on the challenges facing the 

teaching of peacebuilding in Africa’s tertiary institutions. It will also identify critical issues at the level of 

the content of syllabi and curricula in African peace and security. Discussions will specifically engage in an 

overview of peacebuilding syllabi, and interrogate the extent to which they align with the goals of African 

peacebuilding mechanisms, and reflect/respond to global peacebuilding discourses, including emergent 

trends and concerns articulated by practitioners and theorists in this space. Attention will also be paid to 

identifying gaps in the study and teaching of African peacebuilding and exploring options through which 

the Social Science Research Council (SSRC), through the African Peacebuilding Network (APN) and Next 

Generation Social Sciences Africa (Next Gen) can support African universities, research organizations, 

regional organizations, and international institutions to better address gaps in the areas of theory, research 

methodologies, and practice. The meeting will also debate the options for engaging with inter-disciplinary 

perspectives to peacebuilding, including suggestions on ways through which SSRC programs can contribute 

towards designing or upgrading peacebuilding syllabi in Africa’s tertiary institutions. 

For Whom: 

The meeting will specifically target 10-15 teachers, trainers and scholars based in African centers of 

excellence in the field of peace and security; national, regional and international organizations that recruit 

and deploy graduates of academic programs on the subject; peace educators, and organizations that promote 

the teaching and production of knowledge on peacebuilding, in particular, and African peace and security, 

in general. In particular, the meeting will attract participation from African tertiary institutions with peace 

and security programs, training centers, regional economic communities, civil society, leading experts in 



the field of African peacebuilding, as well as select grantees of two Social Science Research Council 

programs: the APN and the Next Generation Social Sciences in Africa. 

Expected Outputs: An outcome statement, providing a summary of the discussions and recommendations. 

A Plan of Action, including outline of an agenda for a peacebuilding curriculum stakeholders’ summit in 

2018. 

Facilitation: 

The workshop will be facilitated by Professor Charles Ukeje of the Department of International Relations, 

Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife. Over the past two years, he held the position of Senior Advisor in 

charge of Education and Professional Development at the Institute for Peace and Security Studies, Addis 

Ababa University, Ethiopia. In that capacity, he was directly in charge of the flagship Masters in Peace and 

Security Studies (MPSA), a special initiative of the Institute and the African Union Commission’s Peace 

and Security Department (PSD). 

He will be responsible for the following key activities: 

1. Identify, contact and extend invitations to suitable participants 

2. Collect and collate existing curriculum relating to peacebuilding in Africa 

3. Support APN and Next Gen in the compilation of meeting brochure 

4. Prepare visa support letters for participants 

5. Prepare a short but reflective “think-piece” on the ‘changing imperatives for peacebuilding 

research and pedagogy in Africa’ 

6. Approach Professor Isaac Albert to give keynote paper on the topic “Rethinking Peacebuilding in 

Africa: Bridging the Gap between the Field and the Classroom.” 

7. Prepare draft outcome statement that includes a plan of action and outline of an agenda for a 

peacebuilding curriculum stakeholders’ summit in 2018 

8. Present the outcome statement at the peacebuilding curriculum stakeholders’ meeting in 2018 


