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 Context  

Since the end of the Cold war, and following the initial euphoria of the third wave of 

democracy, the peacebuilding landscape in Africa has evolved and shifted dramatically 

both in response to the changing dynamics of conflict as well as the emergence of new 

conflict actors on the continent. In many cases, the changing landscape of conflict has 

thrown up challenges that exceed the initial scope of provisions of existing peacebuilding 

norms and frameworks. These changes have exacerbated the peacebuilding dilemma in a 

context where post-war peace tends to unravel within the first decade of the signing of a 

peace agreement/cessation of hostilities and conflict. It also raises questions about the 

challenges that emerging shifts in conflict dynamics and the international context pose for 

the idea and practice of peacebuilding in Africa.  

An example of the changing terrain is the emerging trend where responses to 

unconstitutional changes of government (UCG) are fast becoming outdated by changes in 

the nature of UCGs away from coups d’état to people-led popular uprisings or the rise of 

highly mobile insurgent groups that posed significant challenges to peacebuilding on the 

continent. Another example of change relates to the trend towards asymmetrical conflicts 

pitting non-state actors against states and civilians, such as Al Shabaab, Boko Haram and 

MEND. Such conflict is often expressed in the form of unconventional warfare and terror 

attacks, and, finally, by the noted collapse of previously agreed peace settlements, leading 

to a relapse to conflict, or a no-war, no-peace situation as, for example, in the case of 

South Sudan, Sudan, the Central African Republic (CAR and Casamance..  

Mainstream peace architectures created by dominant elites from major international, 

regional and state actors increasingly appear to be founded on a rigid state-centric formula 

of responding, often inadequately, to the emerging conflict dynamics and actors, raising 

questions not only with regard to the quality and effectiveness of certain peace 

interventions, but also the emergence of new peacebuilding initiatives. We are therefore 

faced with a state of flux in African peacebuilding marked by the existence of ineffective but 

influential frameworks. This situation however paves the way for new thinking and 

innovative initiatives that are yet to enjoy the traction and scale needed for them to impact 

decisively on, and transform, the African peacebuilding terrain. 

The shifting terrain also accounts for the seeming inertia in the practice of peacebuilding 

where conflict and fragile post-conflict situations deserving peacebuilding initiatives are left 

to fester unattended. Also, new initiatives need to be further unpacked and analysed both to 

raise pertinent questions and set about reshaping the peacebuilding agenda within the 



continent, and engagement with broader global discourses and practices. There is certainly 

a good chance that the presence of a critical mass of African thinkers is necessary for the 

transformation of both thinking and practice in the field of peacebuilding on the continent. 

 Key issues for discussion 

Among others, the urgent questions inviting reflection include the following:- 

1. Whose thinking is shaping the peacebuilding agenda in Africa? What are the 

conceptual, methodological and paradigmatic issues in the face of complex conflict, 

peace and security challenges? 

2. Where is the African effort in re-thinking the research and policy agenda in the 

evolving peacebuilding terrain?  

3. Are such African efforts contributing to new knowledge and practice in African 

peacebuilding? What, if anything, is new and/or transformational in these efforts?  

4. What are the relationships between these African efforts and international 

engagements on this peacebuilding terrain? 

5. If African efforts are not at the heart of this terrain, what should be done to enable 

African leadership in peacebuilding thinking and practice?  

  Goal and objectives 

The proposed conference has several objectives: 

 To assess the current threat landscape in Africa and the challenges to building 

stable peace. 
 To analyse the dynamics of peacebuilding and Africa-Global engagements since 

the end of the Cold War and its implications. 
 To explore and discuss current and emerging thinking and analysis on 

peacebuilding in Africa. 
 To convene researchers, policy analysts and actors in peacebuilding in Africa and 

global spaces to present leading debates on peacebuilding. 
 To discuss alternative and/or complementary peacebuilding approaches, which are 

potentially relevant to the transformation of the conflict and security landscape in 

Africa. 

We envisage that the following thematic issues will form the focus of the conference: 

 Evolving conflict and security terrain in Africa 
 Extant knowledge, new thinking about “African peacebuilding” 
 Peacebuilding policy spaces: evolving issues and actors 
 Alternative perspectives to building peace in Africa 
 Case-studies of African peacebuilding initiatives 

 This conference is by invitation only. 
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