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Concept Note 

 

Context and Rationale 

Over the past decade, the expansion of multidimensional United Nations (UN) peacekeeping 

operations has stressed the ability of the international community to mobilize the necessary 

resources for effective response to conflict. Similarly, as international actors increasingly identify 

economic development and societal transformation as necessary conditions for sustainable 

peace, multidimensional peacekeeping operations face a growing challenge in their ability to 

address the expanding range of mandated responsibilities. Moreover, the complexity of 

contemporary conflict and the frequent resumption of violence after peace agreements have 

been reached, has led to growing recognition that peacebuilding is not a linear process that 

follows peacemaking in a “post-conflict” phase but rather one that must be undertaken in 

parallel with peacekeeping and peacemaking activities. 

These empirical realities have led to the emergence of new thinking and initiatives around the 

UN to address both prevention of violent conflict and the transition from active conflict to a 

stable and lasting peace. At present, efforts to reform or reorient UN peacemaking, 

peacekeeping, and peacebuilding efforts have suffered from a lack of coordination among 

member states and between member states and the UN system. This represents a particular 

challenge for China, whose contributions to UN peace operations are growing faster than those 

of any other developing country. In order for these approaches to be effective, deeper 

coordination is needed across member states, as are stronger linkages between member states 

and local peacebuilding efforts taking place at national and community levels in conflict-affected 

states. In particular, there is much space to develop new and constructive linkages between UN 
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efforts and China on matters of conflict response as China continues to enhance its 

contributions in this area.  

But while there is a growing interest among Chinese academics and policy advisors in the role 

of the UN in resolving conflict, there are few opportunities to share views and approaches to 

conflict resolution. This interest could usefully be supported by greater exchange among US- 

and European-based UN policy experts and academics and their Chinese counterparts 

regarding approaches to addressing conflict. Support for this growing field would also benefit 

from input and interactions with experts and practitioners working in conflict-affected settings, as 

well as increased understanding of the views of official and independent Chinese actors on 

peacemaking, peacekeeping, and peacebuilding. 

At a workshop held at the Social Science Research Council in New York in November 2011 

titled Chinese Perspectives on Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding, both Chinese and Western 

participants concluded that there is a critical need to build platforms for Chinese and Western 

experts, as well as those from conflict-affected regions, to share ideas and experiences. Such 

an opportunity would allow for collaborative research on multilateral peace and security 

mechanisms, as well as coordinated approaches. Chinese participants in that workshop also 

expressed a strong interest in deeper linkages with parts of the UN system involved in 

addressing conflict, particularly in Africa, where most UN peacekeeping and peacebuilding 

activity is concentrated and where China has made significant contributions through 

infrastructural construction  aid, and non-combat peacekeeping personnel.  

Proposal 

As a next step towards meeting this need, AFSC, QUNO and SSRC will work with BFSU and 

CUNA to hold a two-day seminar titled: Towards Coordinated Responses to Conflict: 

Perspectives on United Nations Peacemaking, Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding. The seminar 

will bring a number of scholars and practitioners on UN peace and security issues to Beijing to 

meet with their Chinese counterparts. Participants will include both academic and policy experts 

working within and around UN headquarters, as well as civil society representatives from 

conflict-afflicted situations where the UN works actively on conflict issues. Illustrative cases may 

include the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi, Liberia, and Timor Leste. 

Definitions  
 
There are many definitions and conceptual interpretations for peacemaking, peacekeeping and 
peacebuilding. While these will be discussed and elaborated at the workshop in the context of 
how different peace actors, including the UN, may respond to situations of violent conflict, the 
following will serve as working definitions: 
 
Peacemaking – the work undertaken to bring hostile parties to an agreement to halt the 
violence.  Examples:  negotiations, mediation, forging a settlement, cease-fire agreements or 
peace accords.. 
 
Peacekeeping – the work of maintaining international peace and security by monitoring or 
ensuring that agreements are kept and violence does not occur or recur, as well as the work of 
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enforcement when warring parties refuse to halt the violence.  Examples:  presence of 
peacekeeping forces, including civilian teams, monitoring of the implementation of agreements, 
civilian protection efforts. 
 
Peacebuilding – initiatives aimed at preventing the occurrence or recurrence of violence by 
strengthening institutions and political processes, and sustaining an atmosphere of non-
violence.  Examples: human rights activities, peace education, restorative justice mechanisms, 
building the capacity to run free, fair and peaceful elections and reconstruction/ social 
reintegration efforts. 
 

Objectives 

The seminar will seek to share perspectives and explore changes in peacekeeping, 

peacemaking, and peacebuilding theory and practice. More specifically, it will seek to 

investigate the following issues: 

 The continuing evolution of UN peacekeeping operations and the expanding use of 

civilian capacities in responding to conflict. 

 The growing recognition of the importance of peacebuilding and peacemaking in 

complementing traditional UN peacekeeping efforts. 

 The importance of integrating the perspectives of emerging global powers, such as 

China, into the multilateral peace and security architecture. 

 The importance of integrating the perspectives of conflict-affected states, regional bodies 

and communities into multilateral peacekeeping, peacemaking, and peacebuilding 

efforts 

Date and location 

Dates: 13-15 May 2013 (with a visit to the Langfang Peacekeeping Training Center on 15 May) 

Location:  Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing, China 

Format 

The two-day seminar will open and close with plenary sessions on the theory and practice of 

peacekeeping, peacemaking, and peacebuilding, as well as workshops on UN frameworks and 

country cases. Workshops presently considered include: 65 Years of UN Peacekeeping: 

Reflections and Paths for the Future; The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission: 

Reflections from Burundi and Liberia; Bridging Peacekeeping and Peacebuilding Activities: 

Experiences from the DRC; Civil Society involvement in UN Responses to Conflict; Chinese 

Views on Mediation; etc. Additional workshops will be developed.  

Simultaneous translation will be provided in Chinese, English and if necessary, in French. 

Workshop presenters will be asked to prepare a short, 2-3 page note for submission in advance 

of the seminar to facilitate translation.  

Participation 
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Participants will include academics and researchers studying the UN system’s response to 

conflict, as well as broader multilateral and regional structures; policymakers and policy experts 

working within and around UN headquarters and their counterparts in Chinese government and 

policy circles; and scholars and practitioners from conflict-afflicted states where the UN works 

actively on conflict issues, including members of civil society.  

About the organizers 

American Friends Service Committee 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) carries out service, development, social 
justice, and peace programs throughout the world. Founded by Quakers in 1917 to provide 
conscientious objectors with an opportunity to aid civilian war victims, AFSC's work attracts the 
support and partnership of people of many races, religions, and cultures.  AFSC's work is based 
on the Quaker belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome 
violence and injustice. The organization's mission and achievements won worldwide recognition 
in 1947 when together with the British Friends Service Council (now Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness) it accepted the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of all Quakers. AFSC seeks to 
understand and address the root causes of poverty, injustice, and war.   
 
AFSC has international programs in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Middle East. It also works 
across the United Sates. In Africa it works in partnership with range of local and national peace 
organizations and convenes meetings on strategic issues affecting Africa. For example, the 
regional ‘dialogue and exchange’ program connects and brings together practitioners and peace 
actors from up to 25 countries in sub Saharan Africa.  The latter is aimed at promoting learning 
and understanding on the root causes of violent conflict and learn from each other on best 
practices on conflict transformation. Furthermore, AFSC has program presence in Somalia, 
Zimbabwe and Burundi with a regional office in Nairobi-Kenya plus program ties with Quaker 
communities and other partner in Rwanda and Eastern DR Congo (DRC).  These programs 
focus, among many others, on livelihood restorations; trauma healing; building the capacity of 
grass root organisation in conflict resolution; and promoting social reconciliation and cohesions. 
AFSC seeks to find lasting solutions to peace by build on solid foundation of Quaker peace 
testimony and values. It has strong partnerships and extensive networks across Africa. 
 

In Asia, with a regional office in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, AFSC maintains programs in China, 

Indonesia, Myanmar (Burma) and North Korea as well as coordinating emergency humanitarian 

response in the region. AFSC's Quaker International Affairs Program is also active in Asia 

supporting dialogue on contentious issues affecting the region and the world. Current work is 

focused on changing political and economic dynamics resulting from China's rise. 

AFSC's history and presence in the region allow us to build linkages between local communities, 

NGOs and media, business, and policy makers. AFSC works with the Quaker United Nations 

Office and Africa program to better understand China’s involvement in multi-lateral approaches 

to conflict, and promote dialogue with partners in Africa and at the UN. In addition, AFSC is one 

of the few American organizations providing humanitarian assistance and rural development 

assistance in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). 

Beijing Foreign Affairs University 



        

5 
 

Beijing Foreign Studies University, or the BFSU, is a prestigious university in China and under 

the direct management of the State Ministry of Education. As the first foreign language 

university and offering the most language programs in the country, it excels in the teaching and 

studying of foreign languages, foreign literature, overseas sinology, and also serves as an 

important base producing quality professionals with language competence and global vision. 

Founded in 1941, the BFSU was then known as Yan'an College of Foreign Languages, which 

was reorganized based on the Department of Russian at Campus Three of China Anti-

Japanese Military and Political University. It was renamed Beijing Foreign Languages Institute in 

1949 when the People’s Republic of China was founded and incorporated with Beijing Russian 

Institute in 1959. The university got its current name in 1994 with the approval of the State 

Ministry of Education. Offering both degree and other education programs, the BFSU is one of 

the first “Project 211” universities, a national project initiated in 1995 by the Ministry of 

Education with the aim of cultivating 100 key colleges for the 21st century. It was listed in 2011 

as one of the “Project 985” colleges with innovation platforms based on outstanding academic 

subjects.  Among 7,000 registered students at the BFSU, 5,000 are full-time undergraduates, 

1,000 are graduate students, and 1,000 are overseas students. There are 300 professors and 

associate professors, 200 teaching assistants working at the university during school years and 

the management also recruits 110 foreign experts and scholars each year.  

The United Nations Association of China 

The United Nations Association of China (UNA-China) is a national non-governmental 
organization for the promotion of the cause of the United Nations, with its membership open to 
the general public and social groups that are interested in UN affairs. UNA-China is one of the 
founding members of the World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) and a 
member of the Conference of the Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship 
with the United Nations (CoNGO). It enjoys General Consultative Status with the UN Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) and is associated with the Department of Public Information 
(DPI) of the UN.  

Recent activities include initiating and steering the establishment of the China Academic Net for 
UN Studies (CANUNS) on March 9, 2011 to integrate research on the UN in China. CANUNS is 
a mechanism aiming to guide, plan and organize thematic studies, and provide forward-looking, 
feasible policy recommendations for the government. CANUNS is also set to conduct 
communication and cooperation with multilateral academic institutions in other countries, so as 
to track and exchange views on the latest development of UN and other multilateral 
mechanisms. CANUNS attended the 11th East Asian Seminar on the United Nations System 
held in Osaka Japan on December 16-17. The attendance of CANUNS has promoted the 
Seminar from a bilateral cooperation programme to a trilateral one. The Seminar used to be 
named the Japan-Republic of Korea Seminar on the UN System. 

Purposes of UNA-China: 

 disseminate information about the UN 

 promote comprehension, research and popularization of UN endeavors and activities 

 help realize the purposes and principles of the UN Charter 

 enhance mutual understanding, friendship and cooperation among peoples of all nations 
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UNA-China, with its headquarters in Beijing, is led by a president and two vice-presidents. The 
secretariat tends to the day-to-day work under the guidance of the Director-General. The 
current President of UNA-China is Amb. CHEN Jian, former Under-Secretary-General of the 
UN. 
 

Quaker United Nations Office 

The Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) is a non-governmental organization, with offices at 
UN headquarters in New York and Geneva. In both locations, QUNO facilitates dialogue and 
works on specific issues by facilitating informal, open conversations in which all participate on 
an equal footing.  
 
Working under the auspices of Friends World Committee for Consultation, Quakers have been 
present and accredited to the UN since 1948. Our offices in New York and in Geneva focus on 
areas of UN work that concern and engage Quakers from around the world. In New York, 
QUNO operates with a small office across from the UN, and Quaker House, a residential home 
close to the UN that offers an informal space for hosting meetings and facilitating informal 
dialogue. Our staff includes three senior representatives as well as interns and support staff. 
 
Through our experience of over sixty years at the UN, we have found it most effective to work 
quietly, facilitating off-the record meetings, privately advocating for approaches that put people 
first and that offer non-violent solutions. We seek to share and promote perspectives from 
outside the UN system and our efforts are enriched by the long history of Quakers working on 
international issues and peace. Our close partners include Quaker service agencies, such as 
the American Friends Service Committee, as well as other civil society organizations and 
experts from around the world. 
 
In New York, QUNO’s current work focuses on supporting UN efforts to prevent violent conflict, 

seek out non-military solutions, and build sustainable peace. We work with diplomats, UN 

officials, academics and civil society groups to change the way the UN community engages in 

the areas of peacemaking and peacebuilding, both in New York and in the field. This thematic 

focus is carried out in relation to a number of country cases that currently include Burundi, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Myanmar, and Somalia. We see the results of our work in 

changes in the language used by diplomats and in official documents, in norms and standards 

across the UN community, and in actions by the UN and others at a policy level and in conflict-

affected countries and communities around the world. 

Social Science Research Council  
 
The Social Science Research Council was founded in 1923 with a mandate to reach across 
disciplinary and institution boundaries and bring the best social researchers together to address 
problems of public concern. It has also provided over 10,000 fellowships to graduate students 
and young researchers around the world. The Council’s distinctive niche is to innovate and 
incubate, to identify emergent lines of research of critical social importance that will be 
enhanced by interdisciplinary or international ties, and to help scattered researchers build 
networks and nascent fields to achieve critical mass. The SSRC has had an agreement of 
cooperation with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) since 1998. 
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The SSRC has also partnered with the London School of Economics (LSE) on a research 
program consortium on justice and security in fragile and conflict-affected situations. The global 
research program involves a consortium of partners from around the world, including the Africa 
Security Sector Network, the Conflict Resolution Group, the Global Consortium on Security 
Transformation, and the South-East European Research Network. It aims to strengthen the 
evidence base of conflict literature and practice on border spaces and citizenship, social 
exclusion, and gender in countries/states considered “fragile” and/or affected by conflict.  
 
More recently, the SSRC launched the African Peacebuilding Network, a new SSRC initiative 

that supports independent African research on conflict-affected countries and neighboring 

regions of the continent and the integration of African knowledge into global policy communities. 

The Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum (CPPF), out of which this seminar is being co-

organized, was founded in 2000 as a program of the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) 

and at the recommendation of the 2000 Brahimi Report on UN peacekeeping. It works to 

strengthen the knowledge base and analytic capacity of the United Nations system in the fields 

of conflict resolution and management, peacemaking and peacebuilding. It supports UN 

policymaking and operations by providing UN decision-makers rapid and unfettered access to 

leading scholars, experts, and practitioners outside the UN system through informal 

consultations, off the record briefings, and commissioned research. 

CPPF also helps create greater coherence within the UN system and between the UN and key 

partners in conflict and peacebuilding situations. CPPF’s comparative advantage stems from 

immediate access to senior UN decision-makers, first-hand experience with UN policy and 

operational planning combined with an extensive network of experts who complement its own 

staff’s expertise. In the twelve years since its founding, CPPF has become a trusted partner of 

senior UN officials in the Departments of Peacekeeping Operations and Political Affairs and the 

Peacebuilding Support Office, and of those in peace operations and UN Country Teams in the 

field. 

Some of CPPF’s recent special projects include new initiatives on the evolving relationships 

between China, the African continent, and the United Nations system. Preliminary work in 

mapping knowledge networks on the China-Africa relationship has outlined several themes for 

further research. These include economic engagement and foreign aid, political and security 

engagement (particularly within the context of multilateral institutions), and diasporas, migration, 

and the identity issues surrounding African communities in China as well as Chinese 

communities in Africa. CPPF is also exploring the evolution of China's engagement with the 

international system and the United Nations, with particular focus on the debate within China 

surrounding multilateralism and global norms. 

 


