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Every second matters during a neurological event.
The more the clock ticks, the more brain you could
lose. It could even lead to death. Robert knows this
more than anybody. He suffered a brain hemorrhage
and was treated by the HSHS St. John’s Hospital
neurology team.

Within seconds of arriving at our emergency
department, patients with neurological symptoms
receive an evaluation that results in a quick diagnosis
and course of treatment. As home to the HSHS
Neuroscience Center, the St. John’s team is specially
qualified to recognize a brain hemorrhage.

Watch Robert’s story and learn
more at st-johns.org/neuro.

®

HSHS

St.John’s
Hospital



https://www.st-johns.org/neuro

At Prairie, we recognize that waiting days or even weeks to see a heart specialist can
be scary. Thatis why we have introduced ACCESS PRAIRIE-our revolutionary new
same-day/next-day clinic. Call 217-757-6120 to schedule your own appointment
with the world-class experts who specialize in putting each patient first.

%% Prairie
(Ediovascular

The Doctors of Prairie
YOUR PARTNERS IN HEART FOR 35 YEARS

AT HSHS ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL ACCESSPRAIRIE.COM


http://www.accessprairie.com/
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putting family first will
never come second.

We believe gaining perspective
on your family relationships is as
important as the current state of
the family’s financial affairs.

Kelly Cunningham
217-789-3301
kelly.cunningham@pnc.com
pnc.com
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WEALTH MANAGEMENT

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing name PNC Wealth Management®, to provide investment and wealth management, fiduciary services, FDIC-insured banking
products and services, and lending of funds through its subsidiary, PNC Bank, National Association, which is a Member FDIC. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction in which it is not
authorized to conduct business.

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.
©2018 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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TRUST SERVICES AREN'T

JUST FOR THE WEALTHY
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547-2386 | UCBhank.com

Like all great neighborhoods, Concordia Village is a place where friends can connect and
where you can always find caring people who have your best interests at heart. You'll also find:

« Beautifully maintained living, gathering, and outdoor spaces

o A warm, caring staff...and assistance when you need it
: i GO

o Delightful chef-prepared meals, served restaurant style

) . o 1
We're Concor.dla Village. Get to know us by name! ONC ORI
Now schedullng personal tours at 217.993.7045 LUTHERAN SENIOR SERVICES

4101 W. lles Ave.
Springfield, IL 62711

A LUTHERAN SENIOR SERVICES LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY ConcordiaVillageLiving.org
Independent Living | Assisted Living | LongTerm Care | REACH Short Sta
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https://ucbbank.com/index.cfm
https://www.lssliving.org/communities/concordia-village-springfield-il/
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Karen Hasara

Recipient of the 2018 ATHENA Leadership Award
lllinois Women in Leadership

BY JULIE CELLINI

In a career spanning decades of
community and statewide public
service, Karen Hasara has had many
titles. But recently receiving the
Athena award, named for the Greek
goddess of wisdom and courage, was
a first for even the much-honored
Hasara.

“No, I don’t consider myself in a
goddess category,” she laughed. “It
was quite a surprise when they an-
nounced my name as the Athena
recipient at the Illinois Women in
Leadership annual dinner. I've been
fortunate to get to do a lot of things
in my life, but being a goddess wasn’t
one of them.

Presented yearly by Springfield’s
chapter of IWIL, this year’s local
Athena Award was selected from a
field of ten high achieving women
from the Springfield area. Besides
Hasara, the field included Rose
Amon, Molly Berendt, Dr. Evelyn
Campbell, Cindy Denby, Elena
Kezelus, Terri Noel, Danielle Outlaw,
Gwen Smith and Karen Witter.

The Athena award is international
in scope and was inspired by Greek
mythology. It has been presented to
more than seven thousand leaders
worldwide since it was founded in
1982. Hasara is the 20th local recip-
ient since its Springfield inception
in 1999.

Hasara has a long record of state-
wide and local community service.
She served as Springfield’s mayor
from 1995 to 2003—the only female
so far to hold the office.

Hasara began her professional ca-
reer in 1973 as an elementary school
teacher. She entered the political
arena in 1975 by being elected to
the Sangamon County Board. She
served in that capacity until she was
elected county circuit clerk in in
1980.

On the state government level she
served as both a Illinois represen-
tative and a senator before being
elected in 1995 to two terms as
Springfield’s mayor—the only wom-
an elected to the office in the city’s
history.

Recently retired after serving eight
years on the University of Illinois
Board of Trustees, Hasara remains
active in the Springfield communi-
ty through her work with St. Johns

Hospital Hospice program, the
World Affairs Council and Women-
4Women.

Julie Cellini is a Springfield free-
lance writer.

Illinois Women In Leadership
(IWIL) promotes leadership
and management skills. ITWIL
members enjoy the support and
encourgment of fellow members
in the organization as they get

involved in the community
and produce events for the
organization. IWIL encourages
education, mentors its members
and through its meetings provides
networking opportunities.
Website: iwil. memberclicks.net

Julie Cellini and Karen Hasara attending the Bicentennial Celebration
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Karen Hasara's Political Career

Sangamon County Board 1975-1979
Sangamon County Circuit Clerk 1980-1985
Illinois House of Representatives 1986-1991
Illinois Senate 1992-1994
Mayor of Springfield 1995-2003


http://www.butlerfuneralhomes.com/

We're with you.

Marine Bank Trust and Investment believes in partnership
and making a difference, for you and your future.
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s swscee () MARINE BANK

amcclure@ibankmarine.com dcantrall@ibankmarine.com

217.726.0661 217.547.1371 Trust & Investment Management

Investments are subject to risk, including loss of principal. Investments are not deposits of or guaranteed by Marine Bank, and are not insured by the FDIC.
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Making A Difference In
Cancer Research

BY HILLARY LAMONTAGNE

A ndrea Braundmeier-Fleming, Ph.D.,
as an impressive scientific ped-
igree. She is an Assistant Professor
in both the Department of Medical,
Microbiology, Immunology, and Cell
Biology as well as in the Department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at SIU
School of Medicine. She completed
her doctoral training at the Universi-
ty of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in
Reproductive Immunology. She then
went on to pursue post-doctoral
training at the University of Illi-
nois Chicago. After her post-doc-
toral training, she returned to
the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign to work at the In-
stitute for Genomic Biology. She
joined the faculty at SIU in 2014
and has been engaged in can-
cer-specific research since that
time.

She is putting this training to use
researching various types of can-
cers right here in our community
including ovarian, endometri-
al, and prostate cancer as well as
endometriosis. A major focus of
her research is on detecting and
treating ovarian cancer in its ear-
ly stages—research that began
with seed money from SIU’s an-
nual Denim & Diamonds fund-
raiser to support cancer research.
Unfortunately, ovarian cancer
is typically diagnosed in its ad-
vanced stages at this time though Dr.
Braundmeier-Fleming is doing her
part to change this. Her research cen-
ters around how the development of
ovarian cancer affects the immune
system and microbes (e.g. bacteria,
viruses, and fungi).

All of this sounded incredibly
complicated to me and that is exactly
what Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming does
not want. She jokes that she hates
the term “lay people,” and went on to
explain her research in a manner that
I was able to follow. Dr. Braundmeier-
Fleming explained that cancer drives
inflammation which in turn changes
our microbes (e.g. bacteria, viruses,
and fungi) in terms of “who is there

and how many are there” With her
research, she is investigating whether
or not these changes are specific
enough to detect different types of
cancers.

For ovarian cancer, she identifies
different types of microbial features
and then tests their ability to predict
who has ovarian cancer against what
is now being used in the clinic which
are blood tumor marker levels. All
of her research is conducted with
local patients in the SIU Gynecology-

Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming directing laboratory
researchers Nhung Le and Taylor Badger on

microbial DNA isolation for screening the
“biome’.

Oncology Clinic seen by Laurent
Brard, M.D., Ph.D. Patients are
referred to the Gynecology-Oncology
Clinic because they have a suspected
growth in their abdomen. They are
approached and asked if they want
to be a part of this study even before
their cancer is confirmed, which
most are eager to do. The results
Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming is seeing
are promising in that they are able
to predict cancer just as well as the
tumor marker levels and are striving
to be even better than the tumor
marker levels. The ultimate goal is to
be able to catch people in the early
stages of cancer, such as stage one
which tumor marker levels cannot do.

It is important to note that this same
technology can be used in detecting
other types of cancer.

Another interesting facet of her re-
search is that the microbial feature set
is important in how each individual’s
body responds to different medicines.
Thus, each patient in Dr. Brard’s clin-
ic receives a customized treatment
and the patient has the knowledge of
why they are being treated with a dif-
ferent therapy than another patient
in the clinic. Dr. Braundmeier-Flem-
ing emphasizes, “It eliminates the
trial and error with different ther-
apies.”

As mentioned, it is typical at this
point in time for someone to be
diagnosed with ovarian cancer
when it is in its late stages. When
women suspected of having ovar-
ian cancer present to a doctor’s
office, they have imaging ordered
followed by blood work. If one
or both of these tests suggests
something abnormal, abdom-
inal surgery will be performed
and if a mass is found, it will be
sent to pathology to determine
whether or not it is cancerous.
Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming’s ulti-
mate goal is to be able to screen
any female patient at their annual
gynecological check-up by taking
swabs from multiple locations on
the patient’s body, and if the swab
matches one of the microbial pro-
files specific to ovarian cancer,
the treating physician would be able
to say that the patient very likely has
ovarian cancer without having to per-
form exploratory surgery. In turn, the
physician would have more informa-
tion if surgery is needed or the option
to decide whether to begin treatment
with chemotherapy.

Interestingly enough, Dr. Braundmei-
er-Fleming credits God with her in-
volvement in cancer research as she
initially said she would not go into
cancer research explaining that as an
immunologist, cancer doesn't fit with
a clear immune attack. She also noted
that she doesn’t like to fail and knew
cancer research would be “harder for
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me to be successful at” However, two
of her close friends were diagnosed
with late stage cancer and she be-
came angry and decided to channel
this anger into cancer research. She
talked about how her plans for her
career never went as she had planned
stating, “God directed me onto His
plan. I really feel that God wants me
doing cancer research, which I said I
wouldn’t do”

She decided tobecomeascientist after
being diagnosed with endometriosis
at age 14. Her condition was so
painful that she was advised to have
a hysterectomy at age 18, but refused
to accept this recommendation due
to her desire to have a family. Today,
she and her husband are the parents
of three children. She continues to
struggle with endometriosis and is
actively engaged in research for this
condition as mentioned. When asked
how she manages to juggle such a
busy personal and professional life,
she spoke of the importance of taking
things one day at a time and said,
“My faith is very strong.” She finds

>

SIU MEDICINE

SIMMONS CANCER
INSTITUTE

her commute to Springfield from the
Bloomington area relaxing.

Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming chose to
come to SIU because of the “strong
clinical collaborations here”  She
finds that Simmons Cancer Institute
is very supportive of her research
and commented, “The strength of
SIU is that we can really partner with
strong clinical scientists who are very
invested in what we do on the bench
side of things” She is grateful for the
assistance of her three interns who
have been able to be a part of the
entire research process with her.

As someone who hates the stereotype
that scientists are “nerds who hide out
in labs,” Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming
does her part to educate patients and
encourage them to be advocates for
their own health. She wants people
diagnosed with cancer to become
experts regarding their illness and
not be afraid to have conversations
with their physicians, noting that
often people are intimidated by the
idea of talking with their doctor.

A successful woman in a STEM field
Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming shares her
advice for girls and young women
considering a career in a STEM field.
“Don’t overthink it. It’s just prob-
lem-solving." Dr. Braundmeier-Flem-
ing said. "If you have a passion to find
answers, then do it. Be curious. Have
a drive to find answers and solve
problems and keep that as your root”
She also finds it helpful to have a pos-
itive mentor and maintains contact
with the strong female mentor she
chose in her undergraduate studies.

This dynamic researcher highlights
the exemplary medical talent and re-
sources we are fortunate to have in
the Springfield community. For more
information on SIU’s Simmons Can-
cer Institute or the upcoming Denim
& Diamonds fundraiser, please visit
www.siumed.edu/cancer.

Benefiting Simmons Cancer Institute at SIU Medicine

o)

"OLL 13 2078

Crowne Plaza Springfield - 6:00 PM

Enjoy live music, bid on impressive silent and live auction items,

including original artwork, sporting event tickets, dinners,

vacation destinations, and much more!

$125 per person or $1,250 table of 10
217.545.2955 or siumed.edu/cancer
Sponsorships 217.545.0395

Presented by

Memorial |l.|'-,-__:_-

HEALTH SYSTEM
o

=

SIMMONS HANLY CONROY
A NATIONAL LAW FIRM

Major Sponsors

Jeff & Tina Bennett

The Noonan Patton Group at Merrill Lynch
BRANDT

BUNN
Clinical Radiologists


http://www.siumed.edu/cancer

Lois Strom

Looking to a Brighter Future for

Ovarian Cancer Diagnosis

BY HILLARY LAMONTAGNE

ittle did Lois Strom know
Lwhen she was the event

chair of SIU’s Denim and
Diamonds in 2013 that she would
be diagnosed with Stage IV cancer
in 2017. The cancer spread from
her ovaries to her lungs, spleen,
liver, and colon. She is currently
doing chemotherapy after having
surgery and is pleased to report
she is improving. “It’s called the
silent killer” she said explaining
that rarely does a woman have
any symptoms which was true in
her case. Having no family history

of cancer, she felt “blindsided” by this
diagnosis.

Mrs. Strom wishes Dr. Braundmei-
er-Fleming’s research would have
been available to her, she said wistfully,
describing how this would have likely
prevented her cancer from spreading
and alleviated the need for such a toxic
type of chemotherapy. As the mother
of two daughters and the grandmother
of two granddaughters, she has high
hopes that Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming’s
research will someday be available to
them.

These days, Mrs. Strom maintains her
support for Denim & Diamonds as a
current board member. She became
involved with the fundraiser after
retiring from SIU’s Department of
Surgery and served on the board for
this event from 2010-2014. Smiling
broadly, she described the experience

as “Phenomenal—to see it grow each
year. To see the funds raised and the
different research that is funded” She
explained that research that starts at
SIU may qualify for national grants
and spoke of her appreciation that
“there are actual clinical trials with the
patients” at Simmons Cancer Institute
as opposed solely to lab research.

In addition to her praise for the re-
search being done by Dr. Braundmei-
er-Fleming, Mrs. Strom expressed
gratitude for the care she receives from
her physician, Dr. Brard who partners
with Dr. Braundmeier-Fleming for the
ovarian cancer research study she is
conducting. She spoke highly of his
ability to put patients at ease, hones-
ty, and willingness to spend time with
his patients. She went on to state, “We
have very good medical care in Spring-
field. We're very fortunate”

PHOTO BY BILL STOKES

Though Dr. Brard has informed her
that her ovarian cancer will return,
she is hopeful that once she becomes
cancer-free, it will be several years be-
fore it comes back. She maintains her
optimistic outlook due to “a support-
ive husband and wonderful group of
friends and acquaintances who won’t
let me get down.” She went on to em-
phasize her belief that “anybody who
goes through cancer treatment needs a
support system. You can’t do it alone”
She also finds that trying to follow her
normal routine and to remain active
is crucial. One of the highlights of
her routine is meeting a group of her
friends at Panera each Tuesday. With
her positive attitude, her cancer better

watch out. l
EE
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Bl Harmon

Agromomy Professor
LILCC

According to
Professor Harmon the
expression that your
corn should be knee

high by the 4th of July
is no longer valid.
Today's corn should
be head high or more
by the 4th of July.




LLCC Ag Program Poised To Take Advantage Of The Fast
Growing Job Opportunities In Agri-Business

BY BILL STOKES

Accordin%to a study presented by
Purdue University and the United

States Department of Agriculture,
college graduates with an education in
food, agriculture, renewable natural
resources, or the environment are
expected to fill just 61% of the expected
57,900 average annual openings with
companies in the Agri-Business sector.

These types of degrees are essential to
our ability to address the U.S. priorities
of food security, sustainable energy,
and environmental quality.

In March of this year Karen Sanders,
Executive Director of the LLCC
Foundation announced that the
college's Agricultural Program would
be the beneficiary of the annual
proceeds from the Kreher Farm
Perpetual Charitable Trust with total
assests of $18 million. Bill Harmon,
LLCC's Ag Program Coordinator
and Agronomy Professor said, “The
Kreher’s gift is beyond ‘once in a
lifetime; it’s in the realm of ‘I can’t
believe this is really happening."

The Kreher's desire is that agriculture
be promoted to the benefit of stu-
dents, farmers and the community as
a whole.

With this financial support LLCC
plans to make the college a center of
excellence in agriculture education.
They plan to build the program, in-
crease the number of job opportuni-
ties filled with qualified LLCC gradu-
ates and improve agricultural literacy
in our community.

LLCC could find no better advocate
of the Ag Program than Harmon. He
shared that jobs in agriculture are
growing at a rapid rate. Jobs are not
only on the farms but in the industries
that support farming. The jobs are
very diverse and offer good pay,
benefits and job security.

Harmon said the need to feed the
people of the world is growing faster
than we can grow food so there is
much research and work needed
to figure out how to do this. He's
optimistic based on what he is seeing
in agriculture R&D.

Harmon has been teaching at LLCC
for 22 years. He said that LLCC has
begun the process of transforming
the agriculture program. “We have
hired a full-time program special-
ist, Holly Bauman, who is recruit-

ting students, as well as expandin

our partnerships with local ag relate

community businesses and agencies
to identify opportunities for employ-
ment. We wiH continue to explore the
viability for new program offerings in
ag, as well as growing our national-
ly recognized livestock judging team,
headed by Professor Craig Beckmi-
er. Students will be conducting re-
search projects under the guidance of
Professor Rich Teeter as part of our

overall plans. We have initiated dis-
cussions on offering LLCC agricul-
ture classes to nearby high schools."

According to Harmon, LLCC's Ag De-
partment is well positioned to educate
the leaders of tomorrow in Agricul-
ture.

Professor Harmon giving instructions on how to operate the combine simulator.

5717.

a.m. to noon and 5-7 p.m.
gister at www.llcc.edu/campus-visit-day

Lincoln Land
Community
College
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Jackie Jackson

Jacqueline Dougan Jackson, now a retired Professor of English from the University of Illinois at
Springfield, grew up on a Wisconsin dairy farm. Much of her recently published work is derived
from those childhood experiences. Her gift is her teaching skills that have a life long impact on
everyone who takes one of her classes, goes with her on tours or sits with her in her home where
she continues her teaching tradition.

BY CINDA ACKERMAN KLICKNA

Mention the name Jackie Jackson
to someone in Springfield, and
you’re bound to hear, “Jackie made a
profound influence on my life”

She is a social activist, writer, and
the author of many books including
the four-volume series, The Round
Barn: A Biography of an American
Farm. And at the age of 90, she isn't
slowing down. But there are three
things that have had the greatest
impact on people (and make her the
most proud): teaching at Sangamon
State University (now the University of
Illinois at Springfield), implementing a
radio/writing program and Jamborees
for kids, and leading class trips to
England.

In 1970 Jackie was one of the founding
faculty of the new Sangamon State
University. She had a master’s degree
from the University of Michigan,
although it was in Latin, not in
English. She was 42 years old and
had already written books, had taught
at Kent State, and had produced a
writing/radio program for children
through the University of Wisconsin’s
School of the Air. Because of her
published writing and radio work,
Sangamon State hired her with a PhD
equivalency. In addition, she was
raising four children, the youngest only
four when she came to Springfield.

The Sangamon State non-traditional
approach appealed to her. She says,
“We were allowed to teach using the
units the university promoted, in
Environment and People, Justice and
Social Order, etc. We could teach as
we wanted”

She fit in with this style. She was “dif-
ferent,” say some, and didn’t just rely on
the typical “lectures and tests” When
students entered her classroom on
the first night of class, she would usu-
ally be sitting on the floor, with only
one lamp providing light in an oth-

erwise dark room. Often, to start the
class, she would read aloud and play
music. Some of her former students
admit that they felt uncomfortable at
first. That didn't last long.

Jackie used interesting techniques to
bring literature alive. She — and her
students- might dress up asa character,
put on different costumes, provide
food or play music that matched what

Jackie writes a poem each week for the
Lllinois Times.

the writing was about. Her classes in
writing and children’s literature had
waiting lists to get in.

Some classes even met off campus
at Jackie’s friend’s house on Lake
Springfield where there would be
food and deep conversation about the
writing assignments for the week.

Whatthe students quickly experienced
was first, a “calming transition” from
their hectic lives into class time.
Secondly, they all felt a deep sense of
the “community” Jackie created, with
and among the students.

Jackie can be proud that creating
“community” is what people acknowl-

edge, for she says, “Everybody is scared
about their own writing so how do you
get rid of that? By creating communi-
ty; the teacher has to be a part of that
community. I often sat on the floor;
that way I was below them, not stand-
ing over them like a lecturer. I told sto-
ries but never lectured”

She required that each student pro-
duce writing each week, share it with
the others and get feedback so they
could hone their writing skills. She
would pore through the many pieces
turned in and the next week return
the writing to each student with help-
ful comments and suggestions written
in pencil — no red ink. She encour-
aged them to try new writing tech-
niques, prodded them to think deeper,
and asked them to make constructive
comments to others.

Current teachers who took Jackie’s
classes have taken to heart what she
promoted. Kelley Jeffers, Feitshans
Elementary School teacher, Margie
Buyze, District 186 literature and
social studies instructional leader,
and Teresa Holton, Southeast High
School English teacher, use some of
the techniques in their own teaching
that they experienced in Jackie’s
classes. Jeffers says she often uses soft
lighting and music to help students
transition to reading or writing; that
creates a “place of calm like Jackie
did for me — I always remember how
she opened class and how it made
it easier to transition from a mom
after a hectic day to a student ready
to learn” For Buyze it is important
to develop community. “Honoring
kids in their feelings about writing is
important. Jackie gave us confidence
and helped us look at ourselves as
writers and improve our craft. I have
taken that to my teaching.” For Holton,
it is important to allow students
to practice creative writing and
encourage them along the way. “Jackie
helped me find my voice and style; I
want my students to find theirs”
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Jackie Jackson and Richard Adams, the

author of Watership Down. Adams hosted
Jackie and her tour group for an afternoon

while visiting England. Photo credit
Unknown.

Jackie’s influence expands beyond
the classroom and the individual stu-
dent. She always learned about the
students and their families, and many
say she has a big heart: helping when
someone is ill, bringing a book to a
newborn, helping students get their
thesis approved, finding a student a
new opportunity such as an intern-
ship in an area of interest. She has
aided her grandkids through college
using invested college funds. While
teaching, she set up community ser-
vice field work for students and visited
them at their sites. She keeps in touch
with many through letters.

Nancy Pistorius, a fiction writer now
living in Kansas, was influenced by
Jackie long before she met her. As a
child, Pistorius checked out a library
book, Julie’s Secret Sloth, that she
loved. It was written by Jackie Jack-
son. Years later, Pistorius had the
chance to take Jackie’s Fantasy Liter-
ature class at Sangamon State. Pisto-
rius knows first-hand what a big heart
Jackie has; she and Jackie had stayed
in touch and recently, when Pistorius
lost her mother, Jackie drove all the
way to Kansas for the funeral.

Some care could be called tough love.
When one student needed to finish his
thesis, a children’s book, she requested
he come back to Springfield, stay at
her house and finish the book. He
showed up, thinking he could come
and go and work on the book when he
wished. She put her foot down, “No,
go out and see your friends and then
be back here by morning. After that,

you're not leaving the house until you
finish the book” Jackie says, “It turned
out to be a good book!”

Martin Woulfe, minister at the Abra-
ham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist
Congregation, says Jackie has influ-
enced his ministry even though he
never had her as a teacher. He recalls
the time he referenced a parable from
a popular book in one of his sermons;
Jackie declared it was an example of
bad ethics and that her students had
written better ones. “I used one she
provided me as a replacement. And
Jackie wrote a parable that I offered to
the congregation”

Since she taught writing and children’s
literature, it was natural for her to em-
bark on ways to encourage children
to write. For two years before she
came to Springfield and another five
years after moving here, she produced
a weekly children’s radio program for
Wisconsin Public Radio, called The
Writer is You. Bringing the same for-
mat to the new Sangamon State radio
station, then called WSSR, was a nat-
ural extension. Started in 1975, it was
called Reading and Writing and Ra-
dio. Young children, accompanied by
Jackie, would read their writing on air.
Jim Grimes was the program manager
for Jackie’s radio show and later taught
communications at the Capital Area
Career Center. He remembers Jack-
ie bringing kids into the station and
“making them feel comfortable read-
ing their pieces on air”

Jim’s wife, Jan Grimes, started taking

classes, and says, “Because of Jackie, I
earned my degree and know my career
was influenced by the opportunities
Jackie gave me. She has been the
most important person in my life —
except for my husband” Grimes later
served as the Director of the Capital
Development Board and the Illinois
Historic Preservation Agency.

Jackie designed and executed anannual
Jamboree on the campus of Sangamon
State, which grown-ups today still talk
about attending. Jackie’s eyes sparkle
as she describes the day. “Around 1000
kids, mainly in 4th through 7th grades
from the entire area, accompanied by
their teachers, came to campus, all
having prepared something to present
to others” On Jamboree Plaza, set up
with microphones, classes presented
their project. While one class
performed, two other classes watched
so the kids learned about performing
in front of an audience. Classes rotated
through their performance time and
then met in classrooms across campus
and learned about diverse topics
from SSU professors. The students
also toured the radio station. Then, at
lunchtime, students gathered under
a pennant identifying the name of
their school and/or teacher. Jackie
had arranged for every class to be pen
pals to another class, and at lunch the
kids got to meet their pen pals. “It
was great fun, and the kids learned a
lot. Many of the teachers participated
every year. I am very proud of what
was accomplished through the many
Jamborees,” Jackie says.

Finally, the England trips have
become lasting memories for many
of her former students. Jackie lived
in England near Oxford in the 1950s
when her husband was doing research.
One of her daughters was born in
England, and later Jackie went on
bicycling trips with family and friends
in England.

It was on one trip in the early 1980s
when she was bicycling on her own
that an unexpected stop helped her
formulate a trip. She was bicycling
through a misty, cold rain and began
to question going much farther so she
found a hostel for the night. Inside,
there was a large, hanging tapestry
depicting rabbits. Jackie discovered
that the area was the setting for the
book Watership Down by Richard
Adams. Rabbits are the main
characters in the book. So, Jackie
went exploring. The book was already
one she had been teaching, and she



realized the area would make a perfect
spot to bring students to explore.

Jackie says, “I played the role of the
brash American and went to the
author’s house and knocked on the
door. He answered, and I told him
how much my father enjoyed his book
and that I planned to bring 24 students
to England the following year” Adams
invited her in for tea, offered to join
her and the students on a tour of the
Watership Down setting the following
year and even encouraged her to
bicycle to another author’s home,
Rosemary Sutcliffe, which was 20
miles away. Jackie was excited as her
students had been reading Sutcliffe’s
books, also.

Sutcliffe, too, invited her in for
tea. Over the next few months,
they exchanged letters and struck
up a friendship. Jackie wanted her
students to see the author they loved
but knowing Sutcliffe was disabled,
she didn’t want to impose so she asked:
when she and the students came to
the area, “could the bus pull up to
your door and you just wave to us?’
Sutcliffe said yes, and to the surprise
of all when they arrived, she invited
them in, had set up tables and served
them tea and scones.

In all, Jackie led eight trips to
England, each with a different focus
such as mystery, fantasy, children’s
literature, etc. She took students to
famous sites such as Canterbury
Cathedral. Rose Hutches, retired from
communications at Franklin Life,
first recalls the afternoons her young
son listened “devotedly” to Jackie’s
radio program. Later, Hutches joined
Jackie’s England Fantasy Tour.

Jan Grimes says there is a “magic of
Jackie Jackson.”” She sees a possibility,
takes steps, bold and daring at times,
to make a possibility become a reality.

Jackie’s admirers say she is a listener,
not a talker. But, get her started,
and the stories flow for hours about
interesting experiences that she has
had. One comes away learning about
events in history, authors she has met,
places she has traveled — and wanting
more. Often, she doesn’t hold back in
expressing her opinions about many
things.

The consummate teacher, she still
holds weekly writing and sharing
sessions in her home. Lately, she has
been spending hours every day, with

the help of Karen Stroemer, assistant
principal at Franklin Middle School,
in archiving thousands of letters,
documents and artifacts. Stroemer
says, ‘I'll come across something
and ask Jackie what it is, and she will
launch into a story about it; I'm so
intrigued with her knowledge and
the experiences that are in her head.
It is baffling to me how she knows so
much”

Jeanne Handy, a former student says,
“Tackie lives life with an exclamation
point, compelling me and others by

her example to continue writing, to
continue seeking, and to continue
learning”

Jackie Jackson is one of a kind, and
those who know her, love her.

Cinda Ackerman Klickna never had
the chance to take Jackie Jackson’s
classes while at SSU, but just might
join her writing group.

Jg;g,
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Betey Dollan

Executive Director
Springfield Art Association



BY KAREN ACKERMAN WITTER

Betsy Dollar was raised in a family of
artists and surrounded by art her
entire life. Director of the Springfield
Art Association (SAA) since 2009, she
has raised the profile of the arts in
Springfield through her passion and
leadership. Robert Sill, Interim Di-
rector of the Illinois State Museum,
says, “Betsy Dollar is a tireless crusad-
er for the Springfield art community.
She has done an amazing job improv-
ing the SAA facilities and programs
so artists, students and art lovers can
come learn, interact, and make art.
Betsy has helped bring this art com-
munity closer together”

The longand rich history of the Spring-
field Art Association and vision of the
founders attracted Dollar to move to
Springfield nine years ago. She affec-
tionately calls the original visionaries
the “founding mothers” — women who
believed that the arts could make a dif-
ference and change society. Dollar is
committed to that original vision and
wants people to know that the Spring-
field Art Association is for everyone.
The SAA presents exhibitions and ed-
ucational programs at its facilities and
also takes art to the public outside its
walls through public murals, festivals,
art education programs in schools and
so much more.

Lisa Clemmons Stott, Executive Di-
rector of Downtown Springfield, Inc.,
says, “Betsy has helped usher in an
era where public art has increased
throughout our community because
of her guidance and permission for
staff and board to think bigger and less
traditionally. She and her board have
been extremely strategic in following
their century-old mission and chart-
ing a course for the here and now. The
results speak for themselves.”

Raised in a family of artists

Both of Dollar’s parents and her grand-
mother attended the Art Institute of
Chicago, and her grandmother taught

A Tireless Crusader

For

The

Springfield Art Community

there briefly. Dollar attended classes
at the Art Institute when she was in
high school. After graduation she at-
tended the Minneapolis College of Art
and Design for two years, returned
to Chicago where she was trained as
a film animator and later moved to
Colorado where she received her BFA
in printmaking and papermaking at
the University of Colorado, Boulder
and subsequently her MFA. She has
taught art at every level from elemen-
tary school through college in Colora-
do and Minnesota. Dollar specializes
in the art of handmade papermaking.
She says, “I continue to make art be-
cause it is an important part of who I
am and how I can express my ideas.”

Clearly Dollar is passionate about art
and what it contributes to society. She
says, “Creativity and imagination are
so important. Much of the education-
al system has veered away from build-
ing these skills, but these are skills that
can change the world. It is where inno-
vation comes from. The arts open up
new ways of learning. Math is about
patterns, which is actually art. Science
and biology carry over into art. You
can teach science through art and vice
versa.

SAA - promoting and supporting
the visual arts, providing art educa-
tion and preserving the historic Ed-
wards Place

The Springfield Art Association is a
multi-faceted organization, which has
been a resource to the community for
over 100 years. There’s something for
everyone at the SAA. SAA offers sum-
mer art camps for kids and community
art classes, presents curated art exhi-
bitions, provides an art outreach pro-
gram for area schools, supports local
artists and sponsors art fairs and fes-
tivals. One of the most popular events
is the Edwards Place Fine Art Fair, fea-
turing juried artists from throughout
the country. The 30th anniversary of
the Fine Art Fair is September 15 - 16.

There are also offerings for those

who like a little libation with their
art. Canvas and Cocktails are held on
Friday nights, and on Saturday, Octo-
ber 6th there will be a History Happy
Hour with rum as the focus. Other
programs include the Molly Schlich
Independent/International film series,
which brings eight critically acclaimed
films to a local movie theater, and an
Artful Readers Book Club. Opening
Minds through Art programs are de-
signed for Alzheimer’s and dementia
patients.

The SAA also preserves and interprets
the historic Edwards Place. This re-
cently restored Italianate mansion was
built in 1833 and was once a center for
social activity in Springfield. Abraham
Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas, David
Davis, numerous governors and other
prominent citizens were entertained
at this historic location in Enos Park.

The SAA has been important to the
revitalization of the Enos Park neigh-
borhood. Michelle Owneby, Presi-
dent of the Enos Park Neighborhood
Improvement Association (EPNIA),
says, “The Springfield Art Association
is one of the core anchors of the Enos
Park area, and under Betsy’s leader-
ship, the SAA has been a strong part-
ner with EPNIA. Betsy serves on the
EPNIA board of directors and helped
ensure that the master plan for their
campus correlated with the master
plan for the neighborhood. Redevel-
opment efforts have progressed on
both sides over the last several years.
In addition, Betsy brought us the idea
of the artist-in-residency program,
which has been a great opportunity
for the neighborhood. The SAA brings
in artists from all over the country to
live and work in Enos Park for short
periods of time. The artists attend our
neighborhood activities and engage
with the people living here”

Many cite the artist-in-residency pro-
gram as one of Dollar’s most signif-
icant accomplishments. Dollar says
there are many creative and talented
people in the community, but it is an
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aging population and many young
people don’t stay. The Enos Park art-
ist-in-residency program is one way
to try and get creative people to stay
and help build the next generation of
creative citizens. Dollar says, “The arts
bring people together. When you bring
artists into a struggling neighborhood,
the area improves. They repair, paint,
plant flowers and make the area look
better, providing an inspiration to oth-
ers. That is the hope for Enos Park”

Another of Dollar’s major accomplish-
ments was the merger of the Prairie
Art Alliance with the SAA. This was
no small feat. Dollar observed a lot of
duplication of effort between the two
organizations, particularly in the area
of art education. The idea of merging
the organizations was not a universally
popular idea. Eventually others were
convinced that one organization could
serve both the best. Now, the H.D.
Smith Gallery at the Hoogland Center
for the Arts, formerly the Prairie Art
Alliance, operates as the SAA Collec-
tive. It features exhibits and a sales gal-
lery with work by juried local artists.
The exhibitions at the SAA main cam-
pus at 700 S. 4th Street feature local
as well as regional and national artists
and the art education programs.

Outreach and community engage-
ment

A priority for Dollar is to make art
education the core of the organiza-
tion. Some people get that experience
by coming through the doors, but for
others the SAA takes art to them. Art
is evident throughout Springfield,
thanks to the SAA, which is a key local
partner in this year’s Illinois Bicenten-
nial celebration. As part of a summer
art camp, high school students paint-
ed images related to the Illinois Bicen-
tennial on Clear Lake Avenue at the
gateway to downtown. Another group
of summer art camp teens created a
mural on the side of Springfield’s Lin-
coln Library. While the mural on Clear
Lake highlights Illinois history, the
downtown mural features a futuristic
image of Springfield. Another mural
will be completed later this year.

SAA isalso committed to working with
local schools. In memory of Bronwyn
Eves, a past president of the SAA who
was passionate about art, the SAA is
partnering with local schools to pro-
vide hands-on workshops that engage
the entire student body, culminating in
the creation and installation of a pub-
lic art project. One school is selected

each year. McClernand Elementary
Schoolislocated across the street from
the SAA. McClernand students made
ceramic stars, which were used to cre-
ate a large-scale Mosaic Star Sculpture
on the grounds outside the school. St.
Patrick’s Elementary School created
a mural for their multipurpose room,
and a project with Butler Elementary
School is coming up.

For many years the SAA has provid-
ed Art Outreach teaching portfolios
to schools, which can be checked out.
Digital versions have now been creat-
ed and are available to any educational
institution across the country. Schools
from Utah to Washington, D.C have
already used these.

Going Forward

Dollar says she is most proud of build-
ing a great staff that shares a vision and
passion for the organization. She says,
“Together we are bringing the SAA
back to life as a vibrant arts organiza-
tion that contributes to the commu-
nity and quality of life in Springfield”
Recent accomplishments include re-
storing the interior of Edwards Place
to be more historically accurate and
showcase life in Springfield during
Lincoln’s era, remodeling the M.G.
Nelson Family Gallery with enhanced
lighting to better present art exhibi-
tions and improving the existing art
studios.

Dollar is most excited about the up-
coming opening of the new building,
which will house studios for ceramics,
metals and glass. All of the improve-
ments and the new studios are made
possible through the generosity of lo-
cal donors. The new studio building
represents phase five of the Centen-
nial Capital Campaign. The building
is scheduled for completion in Sep-
tember, with the first classes to be of-
fered in January. Hot Blown Glass by
Lisa Pelo from Clayton, Indiana will
be giving a public demonstration on
Saturday, September 22, providing a
glimpse into what’s coming with the
new hot glass studio.

So what is next for the Springfield Art
Association? Dollar says her goals for
the future are “to continue to engage
the people of Springfield in the arts
and enliven the community creative-
ly, encourage people to believe that
the arts are for everyone and of value
to everyone, keep all the studios filled
with people of all ages expanding their
creativity and learning new skills, at-
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Listen LIVE with 50% Off * Special
First Time Season Ticket Offer
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* Special promotional pricing off of full price tickets available in Price Levels 1 & 2 and valid for those
who have no purchased season tickets since the 13/14 season.

A ground breaking ceremony was held on May 12th for the new building on the north side of the
SAA campus. Through the generous gifts of local donors the building will accommodate a hot glass
studio and a ceramics lab. Donors and VIP's are pictured above: Front row- Mayor Jim Langfelder
Donna Nelson, Kate Baima, Carole Walton (Capital Campaign Co-Chair), Patricia Altorfer, SAA

Executive Director Betsy Dollar. Back row: M. G. Nelson, Joe Baima, Don Walton (architect and

Capital Campaign Co-Chair), Don Altorfer, Roland Folse (wife Hazen not present).
Donors Dan and Carolyn Dungan and Bill and Mary Schnirring were not present.

tract more visitors to Edwards Place
and create more activities that en-
courage people to explore the house
and its history”

Although the Springfield Art Associ-
ation is a membership organization,
you don’t have to be a member to par-
ticipate. The SAA is open to everyone
who wants to experience the visual
arts or history of Springfield. Check
out the art exhibits, purchase art in
the galleries or at the annual Edwards
Place Fine Art Fair, take a class, attend
one of the many events on or off site,
browse the library, or go to one of the
many diverse program offerings. For
more information and upcoming op-
portunities, go to https://www.spring-
fieldart.org/.

Karen Ackerman Witter is the former
Associate Director of the Illinois State
Museum, where she had the pleasure
of interacting with Betsy Dollar on col-
laborative projects. She was delighted
to serve as a community member on
the SAA search committee when Betsy
was hired.
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Team BUNN Leads The
United Way GCampaign
With Purpose



“Act with Purpose”

BY DESIREE LOGSDON

he 2018 United Way
I Campaign is in full swing.
“The team thought it would
be more effective and certainly
more fun to take a team approach
for this campaign, so our leadership
team is Team BUNN”, says Hy Bunn.
Team members include Hy Bunn-
President & CEO, Bob Bunn-BUNN
Gourmet, John Voss-CFO, Angie
Comstock-VP Associate General
Counsel and Desiree Logsdon-SVP
Corporate Citizenship.

The theme for this year’s campaign
is Act with Purpose to Make a
Positive Difference.  “We chose
this theme because it ties directly
into the mission we live everyday
at BUNN. Our primary mission
is to Act with Purpose to Make a
Positive Difference in the People
and Communities We Touch. This
mission directly aligns with the great
work that United Way of Central IL
does in the community”, states Hy
Bunn.

To better understand the mission
and vision of the United Way, co-
chair Bob Bunn is serving a one-
year term on the Board of Directors
for the organization. Bob explains,
“My time on the Board has given
me a clear understanding of the
critical services the United Way
provides to our community. The
Board carefully vets all requests
for funding to ensure that they
are being fiscally responsible with
donor’s contributions. United
Way offers donors choices. They
have the option of contributing to
the Community Fund with four
focus areas including basic needs,
education, financial stability and
health; or they have the option
to direct a donation to a specific
charity of their choice”

“The momentum for this year’s
campaign is positive”, says John
Voss. He adds, “I have spoken

with other community leaders and
they all feel optimistic that their
individual company campaigns
will be very successful. People in
this community understand and
support the great work United Way
provides”

Enthusiasm for the campaign is high
among BUNN employees at the
Springfield facilities. A fundraising
event has already taken place for
this year’s campaign. The annual
BUNN Run United 5K was held in
Washington Park on July 21. “Other
events are planned for the remainder
of the year, including Food Truck
Days at both BUNN Springfield
campuses’, states Desiree Logsdon.
She adds, “The special events not
only build awareness of the great
work United Way does, but they also

add a level of fun and excitement to
the campaign and build comradery
among employees.”

Angie Comstock who also serves on
the United Way Board of Directors
and Executive Committee shared,
“We are energized about this year’s
campaign and excited about the
momentum that the entire United
Way team is building to make a
positive impact in our community.
We appreciate all the great
leadership and support from the
United Way staff, Cabinet, Loaned
Executives, Relationship Managers
and dedicated volunteers both
here at BUNN and throughout the
community that make this campaign
a success!”

UNITED WE FIGHT.

YOUR MONTHLY GIFT COMMUNITY BENEFIT
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ACT WITH PURPOSE TO MAKE A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE
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SIU SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Juvestiture

he investiture of Dr. Debra Klamen. MHPE, took place June 21 at the South Auditorium of the SIU School of Medicine
on N. Rutledge in Springfield. The investiture ceremony bestowed upon her, the honors of the Richard H. Moy
endowed Chair of Excellence in Medical Education. A reception preceded the ceremony in the Pearson Museum.

PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

Kate Fleming-Huhn, Bonnie Klamen, Dr. Debra Klamen, Dr. Jerry Kruse and Dr. Marcia Clever

Anna Cianciolo, Emily Lane and Kari Wolf Dr. Jeanne Koehler, Jean Afflerbach, Shelley Tischkau
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PRESIDENTS IN PUMPS

PHOTOS BY PEGGI TREES

Presidents In Pumps is a women’s empowerment group whose mission is to encourage wom-
en to connect, to cooperate, and to collaborate in a community environment in order to
build businesses, wealth, and legacies. They held their first mixer on July 31st.

For more information go to: Presidents in Pumps on Facebook

Amanda Lavin, Angela Harden, Dana Goodrum and Stephanie Fuller Melissa Hamilton, Peggi Trees Gant, LaShonda Fitch and Aprill Edwards

Aaliyah Kissick and Alex Harden Donna Gregg and Cassandra Austin Sherry Feagans and Deborah Loreno
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Veris Van And Dr. Brenda Dixon

Missy Norman and Rianne Hawkins

Michelle Smith

Michele Harmony and Tami Klein

Aprill Anderson Edwards, Capria Jones, Monte
Kay Jones

Deidra Dixon, Tara Allbritton and Heidi Dillon

Janie Siciliano and Amamda Thompson

Sheila Feipel, Nancy Collins, and
Diane Beauchamp

Yvette Tucker, Toni Hopkins, Oneathia Perkins,
and Sherri Leopold

Ashley Harden and Angela Harden
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DOWNTOWN SPRINGFIELD INC.

PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

he second annual Amaranth Apple Festival celebrating the state’s bicentenni-

al year, took place July 13 and 14 on 5th and Adams at the Old State Capitol.
The event, which honors Springfield’s favorite native poet Vachel Lindsay, fea-
tures local culinary fare and musical delights of the area. The money raised at the
event funds DSI’s non-profit mission to champion and revitalize the downtown
district.

Minesh, Lalana and Rupal Patel, Dr. Alok Gupta, Dr. Rachel Reeves, Rohan and Tara Jain

X Carl Riddell, Keith Lael, Patti and Kim Sauer lan Richardson, Bob Mabie and Hannah Richardson
(48]
>
-
—
O
>
N
=
-
w
£
9
()
N
[S8]
Z
2
O Gary and Suzette Starr Mark Sanders and Fiona Irvin
<
>
2
Z
[S8]
@)
w
O
—
2
—
)
Z
=
(a9
w
30 Dawn and Sarah Malik Tom Filla and Peter Taylor



Honored to be ranked top 50 BEST

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITALS

in the nation for urology care. snsiE

-19

Born with an enlarged right kidney, Mason required
advanced urological care. The urology team at OSF
HealthCare Children’s Hospital of lllinois diagnosed
and treated his condition, allowing Mason to have two

healthy kidneys today.

Discover more about Mason’s story at
childrenshospitalofillinois.org/mason.

OSF HealthCare
= Childrens Hospital
Iml of lllinois

SPRINGFIELD ART ASSOCIATION

he Springfield Art Association

held their weekly Friday night
Canvas & Cocktails on July 13 at the
SAA at Edwards Place on 4th Street
in Springfield. The classes feature
members creating their own themed
art while sipping and savoring
cocktails and appetizers.

Jim Huston, Polly Poskin, Carol Corgan and

Allan Stimett Rachel and Sarah Adams and Jenna Broom

Stephanie Martin and Lance Garrison Carole Walton, Rich and Becky Owens Currator Curtis Mam}z, Tom Roate and
Don Walton

Mario and Julie Costa Jennifer Wagner and Jill Komnick Elizabeth and Josh Watson
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* HSHS St. John’s Children’s Hospital

he grand opening of the long-awaited Kidzeum took place with speeches and ribbon cutting on Adams Street in
downtown Springfield on July 21. Kids ranging from ages 4 to 94 came out to play and learn at the hands-on,

Kidzeum of Health and Science.
PHOTOS BY ]ULI PENNELL

Without the hard work
of Rachael Thomson
this project would
not have happened.
Congratulations Rachael!

The official ribbon cutting ceremony.

Lllinois Rep Tim Butler

and Ward 9 Alderman
Jim Donelan in the back.

Rachael Thomson, President of Kidzeum Board and Dr. Chuck Lucore, CEO, HSHS St. John's Hospital Leah, Ciara and Tom DeMare
Mayor Jim Langfelder, Rep. Rich Brauer, Payton Hicks, Richard and Owen Stoye, Brenda . . .
i’ an Chuck ch:ej:%g%e fgng]l‘elderr e i’ Hicks and Terrell King Browj;fl Savannah, Raina, Jim and Harrison Kolba
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Auggie Peifer and Angie Fitzjarrell

Aaron, Jennine, Hannigan and Claire Chambers

Jeff, Kelly, Lizzy and Mason Clemence

Meridith, Jim Kate and Caroline Bryans, Greg and Lily Swanson
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BRANDT-THOMAS EDUCATIONAL CENTER

PHOTOS PROVIDED

The Brandt-Thomas Educational Center held its first official fundraiser on April 20th at the Illini Country Club. The Center
was established by Evelyn Brandt-Thomas to provide educational opportunities for individuals who are blind or visually
impaired. Currently, we conduct computer classes, I-Device Classes, Art Classes, a Braille Class, Career or Volunteer Ready
Classes, Daily Living Skill Classes and Orientation & Mobility instruction. To enroll or get more information about our free
learning opportunities, call Peggy Dyson, Executive Director at 217-303-9062 or send an email to btecenter@hotmail.com.

Brandt-Thomas Educational Center Board Members. L-R front row: Valerie Ausmus, Emily Cour, Evelyn Brandt-Thomas, Peggy Dyson, Dave
Munroe. L-R Back Row: Mary Beth Burke, Jack Schoonover, Phil Brooks, Dan Yuhas, Rosemary Buffington, Sara Wells

Carrie & Doug Skinner, Evelyn Brandt-Thomas, & Ann Charland Dave Keil, Glen Brandt, Dr. Patrick Butler, Charles Chimento

Mayor Langfelder, Evelyn Brandt-Thomas Dennis Dyson, Linda Gueldener, Tom Rowden Pat & Curt Clarida, Evelyn Brandt-Thomas



DANA-THOMAS HOUSE FOUNDATION

Sazs o B3 4&%

PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

he Dana-Thomas House Foundation held their annual summer cocktail benefit in the courtyard of the Dana-
Thomas Home on August 18. The “Jazz in Bloom” event featured, the Rob Killiam Quintet, cocktails, fine local
fare, and a silent auction benefiting DTHE.

Barb Scharmer;, Becky Hays, Julie Doetsch and
Stacey Hester

Jackque Eberspacher and Dorothy Dilley

Mary Caroline Mitchell and Rachel Johnson

Gayla and Jay Hornbeek

Nick and Regina Albanese, Sheri Glovinsky and
Katghy Liesman

Dan and Sherry Frachey

Carrie and Dan Reter

Lynn and Ken Gilmore

Caren Mansfield, Mayor Jim Langfelder, Celeste
Pankey

Lauren Gleason and Heath Bilyeu

Peggy and Tom Ryder

David Mitchell and Mary Caroline Mitchell
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MACARTHUR BOULEVARD ASSOCIATION

PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

Bites on fé Bﬂ%éz/ﬁ/

he first Tuesday of the month from June through October, the MacArthur Boulevard Association hosts “Bites on the

Boulevard,” a food truck and vendor fair at 1413 S. MacArthur Boulevard. Proceeds benefit the gentrification and
preservation of the Boulevard. The MacArthur Boulevard Association’s mission is to promote and preserve MacArthur
Boulevard as an outstanding location to live, shop and work. This event took place on August 7.

Stan Vacek and Kris DiCenso Belinda and Miciana Chen Chris and Angie Rector
X
o Chris, Molly, Meredith and Lucy Flynn Shakera Bridgeford and Alleen Thornton Mike and Cindy Murphy and John LeValley
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Tom, Rae and Liz Zehr
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SIMMONS CANCER INSTITUTE
PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

n August 2, the Simmons Cancer Institute (SCI) hosted their Summer Internship presentations and a Donor
Appreciation Reception in the foyer of SCI at SIU School of Medicine on Carpenter St. The research internships
were the benefactors of the Denim and Diamonds Gala.

Dr. Aziz Khan and Edgar J. Curtis, CEO and Pres. of MMH Felicia and Dr. Traves Crabtree and Melissa Hansen
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Susan Helm, Angela and Michael Ryan Julie Davis and Bruce Strom Dr. Sophia Ran, Cindy Ringer and
Dr. Deliang Cao
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[LLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

he Illinois Association of Realtors hosted the grand opening of their Bicentennial Plaza, a $2 million
i

community Fartnership investment in Spring
i

lacards, and a

eld’s historical downtown area on August 2. With interpretive
ghted urban structural pergola and brick walkway that paves the Jackson Street corridor. It

inks the historic site of Abraham Lincoln’s home and neighborhood on Seventh Street, with the Executive
Mansion on Fifth Street and within walking distance of the state Capitol.

Dan Sale, Mike and Misty Buscher and
Kathy Nichelson

Kelli Jessup and Dana Gurnsey

Kent Massie, Neil and Katie Brumleve

Mayor Jim Langfelder, Teri Fahey and Dan Wagner

Dennis and Cathy Bringuet and Sue Massie

Zeke and Adrena Morris

Marsha Clayton, Loretta Deubel, Teri Fahey and
Dan Wagner

Sue Massie, Tim Townsend and Mark Johnson

Jim Donelan, Misty Buscher and Neil Malone

Kelli Jessup, Kathy Franke and Christy Broccardo

Mayor Jim Langfelder, Paul O'Shea, Juan Huerta
and Andrew Proctor

Tanya and Len Taylor and Cathy Wagner
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COMMUNITY FILM FESTIVAL PHOTOS BY JULI PENNELL

he Local Community Film Festival held their monthly showing of short films at the Route 66 Hotel in Springfield on
August 23. The festival featured the movie, “Before, ‘1 Do,” by local filmmaker, writer, director and producer of the
Kimberly Conner.

Christine Samoore, Scott Stahlman, Kimberly Conner, Film Producer, Laura Richter and Liz Zalar CIL Film Commission
Thea Chesley, Siobhan Johnson, Director of Film Festival
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Ron and Melinda McDonald CIL Film Commission Delores Martin and Mary Lou Lauchner
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ozens of film enthusiasts
Dgathered at the Route 66
Hotel on August 23 to
support and enjoy the monthly
Community Film Festival, which
featured the work and artistry of
local self-published author, film
director and producer Kimberly
Conner. The festival was the
local debut of Conner’s third film
entitled, “Before, ‘I Do.”

Conner, 47, is an Illinois native and
current resident of Springfield. She
works and plays here. Though not
formally trained in the industry,
Conner was inspired to dabble in
filmmaking after watching a few
festival films herself, thinking,
“I can do this” Mostly self-
taught, Conner started her own
Production Company, Predestined
Arts and Entertainment in 2005
and began production of her
feature film, entitled “Jump in,
which premiered in 2013.

For this film festival, the featured
film was her second production,
which she produced locally. “Be-
fore, “I Do, the movie is the screen
adaptation of an award-winning
script of the same name. The story
is a drama of two African-Amer-
ican Firefighters, filled with scan-
dal, secrets and often light-hearted
humor all surrounding the back-
drop of the fire service profes-
sion, which is the director’s nod
to these often-unsung heroes.
Conner says she, “ always wanted
to do a storyline about firefight-
ers. It takes a special person to
be a firefighter, heading toward
danger when others are fleeing”

The City of Springfield and Vil-
lage of Dawson both contributed
to the backdrop, equipment, fire
scenes and production of Conner’s
film. She graciously credits the fire
chiefs of both departments for as-
sisting her in securing the right
opportunities for her storyline and
production timing.

After the movie, Conner took many
questions from moviegoers. Filmmak-
ers Spike Lee and Carl Seaton inspire
Conner. Impressed her skill-set to
write clever and real dialogue as well
as her ability to keep her actors and ac-
tresses on schedule to wrap in 12 days
so that she could return to work at her
real job on time, Conner’s craft was in-
triguing to the festival-fair-goers, who
continued to ask follow-up questions.
This film premiered in three countries
and 12 cities. Kimberly was invited to
premiere her film in Cannes (howev-
er, not during the famous film festival)
and, “it went really well”

Conner graduated with honors from
Eastern Illinois University. She is
an award-winning finalist for sever-
al screenwriting competitions and
self-published a book entitled, “Naked
Poetics — Poetry, Expressions and II-
lustrations in 2006. Her production
company, Predestined Arts and En-
tertainment produced Real Brothers
Wear Pink, a calendar of Midwestern
males to promote awareness and ben-
efit breast cancer and to honor its sur-
vivors, as Conner herself is a two-time
survivor, and spokesperson for the
cause. Conner went on to write, direct
and produce her debut film, “This Life
Ain’t Pretty,” a socially conscious film
about HIV/AIDS, which premiered in

Photo submitted by Kimberly Conner

December 2009 at the University of
Illinois at Springfield campus and was
listed as the Top 5 Best Short Films of
the year.

Conner says she first began writing
several drafts in 1998, but didn’t offi-
cially start writing for film until 2009.
She is currently writing three scripts,
two comedies and a thriller. Like she
did, Conner suggests to anyone want-
ing to get into filmmaking, to attend
workshops, take classes and read
books and to register with the US
copyright office to protect your work.
Take responsibility for your cast and
crew and to trust your crew. Always
striving for perfection, Conner says,
she’s always critiquing her own work
by thinking how she could have done
this or that differently. And one of her
best lessons learned is to identify and
establish a relationship with the in-
tended distributor, as the distributor
can affect the whole production of a
movie.

The local Community Film Festival
weekend began in 2002 and is held an-
nually the first weekend in November,
with extra showings of unknown film-
makers, which occurs once a month at
the Route 66 Hotel.

%3:@,
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The 2018 Season

By GUS GORDON

Municipal Opera presents four full-scale Broadway

musicals under the stars at their outdoor stage near
Lake Springfield. Hundreds of volunteers and thousands
of audience members enjoy “Muni Magic” each summer,
making it a central Illinois tradition for over 50 years.

Every year between June and August, the Springfield

“I think the Muni has been a favorite for so long because
families can share in the experience. Whether you are
watching a show, ushering, doing concessions, or involved
onstage or backstage, it is an organization that can involve
the whole family;” said 2018 Muni Board President Michelle
Eccles McLaughlin. “Some kids grew up out there, and
now their children are involved along with Mom and Dad
and the grandparents. It is awesome to see”

PHOTOS BY DONNA LOUNSBERRY. PHOTOS
FROM SISTER ACT BY LEON LINDER.

This past season featured the Muni debuts of the stage
adaptations of Little Shop of Horrors, Sister Act and Legally
Blonde, all based on popular movies. The fourth show was
Annie, the beloved musical about the optimistic orphan,
making its fourth appearance on the Muni stage.

Little Shop of Horrors was a fun start to the summer and
played to appreciative audiences. Plant shop employee
Seymour (Kevin Hart) discovers an unusual Venus flytrap
during a freak “total eclipse of the sun” He names the
“strange and interesting plant “Audrey II, after his alluring
co-worker Audrey (Courtney Wick). Seymour soon learns
that not only can Audrey II talk and sing (in the wonderful
voice of Kevin Ford), it also has a taste for human blood.

Miss Hannigan (Tiffany Williams),
Rooster (Craig Williams II) and Lily

(Maddie Booth) are going to Easy Street!



Based on the Roger Corman black-and-white cult classic
Little Shop of Horrors, the show features the breakout score
by Howard Ashman and Alan Menken, who later went on
to create The Little Mermaid and Beauty and the Beast for
Disney. The Muni’s production of Little Shop of Horrors
was directed by Laurie Barnes and featured colorful sets by
Craig Williams II.

Sister Act, the high voltage musical based on the Whoopi
Goldberg film comedy, introduced Springfield audiences
to a wonderful new talent, Jasmine French as disco diva
Deloris Van Cartier. Like the movie, Deloris witnesses
her thug of a boyfriend offing one of his henchmen. The
police place her in protective custody in the last place that
the mob would look for her: the local convent. Mother
Superior (Deb Rudis) is not at all happy about this, but
tries to make the best of it by putting Deloris in charge of
the dreadful convent choir. Deloris’ show biz savvy turns
the croaky choir into a Disco Inferno! French made an
impressive Muni debut, and first-time Muni co-directors
Morgan Kaplan and Andrew Maynerich brought the show
to life on stage with great energy from a talented cast.

“Directing at the Muni for the first time was really a dream
come true for both of us,” said Kaplan. “The support that
we received from others directors was awesome. It really
encouraged us, and made us confident in our abilities to
make this show happen!”

Legally Blonde, the musical version of the popular movie
that cemented Reese Witherspoon as a star, was the third
show of the Muni season. Zoey Zara played Elle Woods,
the beautiful California sorority girl who is dumped by her
politically ambitious boyfriend Warren (Dalton McGhiey)
because she isn't serious enough. Determined to prove
him wrong, she follows him to Harvard Law School and
proves that there is more to her than meets the eye. Zara
gave a star performance, and was supported by some of the
best performers in the area. Anna Bussing Maisenbacher
directed and choreographed the show and created, with co-
choreographer Julie Ratz, many amazing dance numbers.

Muni ended their 2018 season with the family-friendly
musical Annie directed by Carly Shank. Annie is the

Caroline Dahlquist starred as
Annie (alongside Bev as Sandy)
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Deloris Van Cartier (Jasmine

French) with her girls

Sweaty Eddie

(Anthony Glover) is
sweet on Deloris




Audrey Two needs Sey-

mour (Kevin Hart) to
find him some grub

Mr. Mushnik
(Jim Leach)
is about to
become lunch

for Audrey Two
in Little Shop
of Horrors
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Elle (Zoey Zara) surprises Warner
(Dalton McGhiey) and Vivian (Lind-

sey Rudd) by making it into Harvard
in Legally Blonde

Jacob Deters
as Kyle the UPS

Delivery Man




story of a plucky little girl who lives
in an orphanage run by the cruel
Miss Hannigan (Tiffany Williams).
Annie (Caroline Dahlquist) is picked
to spend Christmas with Billionaire
Oliver Warbucks (Gus Gordon), and
the two quickly develop such a close
bond that Warbucks decides to adopt
her. As much as she likes living with
Warbucks, his personal secretary
Grace Farrell (Kristen Wolfe) and the
staff in his mansion, she is convinced
her real parents are still out there,
and will come back to claim her. With
the help of the FB.I and President
Roosevelt, Warbucks sets out to find
Annie’s real parents, and promises her
that “she won’t be an orphan for long”

The show starred 13-year-old Caroline
Dahlquist as the title character, and
although this was her first major
Muni lead, she was already a seasoned
veteran. “The Muni stage is a really
fun place to perform,” said Dahlquist.
“Since it is so big, you almost feel
like youre alone out there, until you
see and hear the crowds. They are so
amazing’

Many of the young cast members in
Annie, like Dahlquist, Mary Donathan,
Sydney Williams, Rylee Brinkman,
Annelyse Warren, Carmen Lecocq and
Reese Wolfe, were second generation
Muni performers. Caroline’s father
Jim Dahlquist, for example, played
ED.R. in the 1998 Muni production of
Annie. Being a part of the Muni family
is something that many central Illinois
parents and children have enjoyed
sharing together for years. And
even if you aren't related by blood or
marriage, the Muni experience creates
a family atmosphere.

“I know everyone talks about ‘Muni
Magic, and that may sound hokey or
cliché, but it’s a real thing,” explained
Kaplan. “Yes, it’s fun to perform under
the stars. Yes, it’s fun to pack a picnic
and go watch a show under the stars
with your significant other. Yes, it’s fun
to take your child to the Muni for the
first time. But the real ‘Muni Magic, to
me, is the family that you acquire from
being a part of this community”

For more information about the
Muni, check out their website at www.
themuni.org.

Elle Woods
(Zoey Zara)
meets Emmett

(Ryan Fisher)
in Legally
Blonde
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INSIDE PHOTOS BY
JAMIE GRAFF
DESIGN EYES PHOTOGRAPHY

OUTSIDE PHOTOS BY
KRISTI MITCHELL
TREEHOUSE TOURS
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THE HOME OF JOHN AND JEANETTE MCCARTHY

)

BY TERRI NOEL

At the south end of Springfield, along a curvy,
wooded lane sits the beautiful, lake front home
of John and Jeanette McCarthy. The couple pur-
chased the home in August of 2014 and have
made extensive, interior design changes over the
years to enhance their love for the peaceful and
calm living of Lake Springfield. Their brick and
vinyl, ranch home has the desirable floor plan
that locates the main living areas and master
bedroom suite on the main floor.

John and Jeanette are excited for their next steps
in their retirement plans. “We're going to miss
Springfield and lake living but, we’re also excit-
ed about finding our new home somewhere along
the east coast to be closer to our three children,”
explained Jeanette.
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The sunny entrance to the home opens
to the center of activity, the living room,
flanked by a stone fireplace with gas-log
insert, cathedral ceiling that leads the
eye to a wall of windows, and the views

of blue skies and rippling lake. An open
stairway with wood and iron railing
leads guests to the recently updated,
full lower-level.
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Muted shades of greys, smoky
greens, and taupes, with pops of
bright pink color accents in the
upholstered furniture flows to-

gether well with the wood tones
in the floors, credenza, buffets
and family-sized, expandable
farm table.
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Those who enjoy cooking and especially self-proclaimed, “chefs,” even more so fall in love
with the spacious heart of the home kitchen. Tall, maple hardwood cabinets reach towards
the ceiling at various heights and continue into the built-in pantry. An abundance of

drawers and lower doors offer maximum storage and in the center of the action is a large
island with room for six-plus seating. The kitchen boasts custom window coverings,
shades, tiled walls, granite counters and stainless-steel appliances. The space also offers a
convenient walk-out to the upper deck.
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The home offers five bedrooms and four
and half baths. The oversized master suite
is extended with the well-appointed, walk-

in closet with ample cabinetry and shelv-

ing. The master bath is spa-inspired with

both whirl-pool tub, glass and tiled shower
and premium cabinetry.
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The home features an over-sized, 52 x 24 in-ground pool and is set
amidst a beautifully landscaped property with mature trees and
flowering shrubs, measuring almost 2 acres. The recent addition of a new

upper deck with stairs and vinyl railing leading to the new lower, pool-side

patio allowing outdoor enjoyment, during spring to fall seasons with the

expansive views of the lake and west-setting sun. A short walk from the
pool exposes 126.5 feet of shoreline with sea wall and covered boat dock.
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The walk-out, lower level of the home offers a second, full kitchen that
opens to a family room, dining area, a second fireplace, recreational
space, two additional bedrooms, bathroom and plenty of storage. Other

home statistics: The 5,020 square foot home has more than $200,000 in

recent upgrades in outdoor and lower level amenities. It is in Chatham

school district and boasts a pool house with bath and changing area, a
three-car garage and built-in, security system.




At Town and Country, we're committed to investing in our

community. That's why we've partnered with WindSolarUSA

to provide financing options to individuals, businesses,

municipalities and rural agricultural producers who want to

use clean energy.

For more
information, call

Joel Oschwald at
217-321-3426.

Town and W
Countryi Bank
Side/b)iide

TownandCountryBank.com
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FESTIVAL
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Memorial's Festival of Trees is an annual event that rais-
es money for health-related projects and programs at
Memorial Health System and in the Springfield communi-
ty. Since 1989, the Festival has raised more than $4.9 mil-
lion and with annual attendance of nearly 35,000 people, it
has become one of the most popular family-oriented holi-
day traditions in central Illinois.

This year, Memorial’s 2018 Festival of Trees is honored to
be an officially endorsed Illinois Bicentennial Event. The
theme, “Holidays Through Our History” will pay homage
to the Illinois Bicentennial with décor, reenactors and the
event’s honorary chairperson, Kathryn Harris, a passionate
reenactor and historian.

Kathryn is well known throughout Springfield’s historical
community. In 2015, she retired as the library services di-
rector of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, for-
merly the Illinois State Historical Library, after more than
25 years of service. She enjoys presenting one-woman,
first-person shows that honor four 19th century African
American women: Harriet Tubman, Jarena Lee, Phoebe
Florville and Elizabeth Keckley.

“By partnering with the Illinois Bicentennial and welcom-
ing Kathryn Harris into our ‘Festival Family, we are looking
forward to providing another memorable event for attend-
ees. We are happy to provide another reason to be Illinois
proud,” said event manager, Amanda Johnson.

The Festival of Trees offers a series of events to kick-off the
holiday season in style:

Memorial’s Festival of Trees Gala

Nov. 10 This formal, evening event offers a special first-
look at this year’s trees, wreaths and holiday décor. At-
tendees enjoy hors d'oeuvres, wine and beer, live entertain-
ment included with the purchase of a ticket. Special this
year--reenactors dressed in themed attire will tour the Orr
Building sharing historical knowledge. Period music will
be played and sang by local performers.

Memorial’s Festival of Trees Paint Night with It’s
Scrapicated

Nov. 13 The Orr Building opens up for a crafty crew of paint
enthusiasts. Attendees can paint exclusive metal designs to
decorate their homes, while enjoying a private sneak peek
at the holiday designs. Choose from a snow globe (new for
l2018), “Pip the Penguin” or the official Festival of Trees
0go.

Memorial’s Festival of Trees

Nov. 17-25 The nine-day Festival of Trees opens to the
public on Nov. 17 and offers something for everyone. More
than 200 decorated trees and wreaths fill the room with
holiday cheer. Children can share their wish list and have
a photo snapped for the memory books. A toy shop will
feature fun toys and trinkets. Chi Ydren can create crafts or
glide around on the sock skating rink. Talented instrumen-
tal and vocal performers entertains visitors. The Festival
opens at 10 a.m. each day, except Thanksgiving Day, which
is open from 4-8 p.m.

For additional details, Gala tickets and more, visit:

MemorialsFestivalofTrees.com
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SPRINGFIELD SCENES FROM OUR PAST

1960s scene of the north side of the square. Roberts Bros was a
popular men’s clothing store. This image was photomerged from
2 photos taken at the same time.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE SANGAMON VALLEY COLLECTION

The Illinois
National Bank

on the north side
of the square at
the corner of 5th
and Washington -
1950s.

Black was
the main color
of cars in this
1936 photo of
the north side
of the square.

A horse pulling a buggy
stands in front of the shops
along the north side of the
square during the 1870s.



WHEN ACTIVITY LEADS TO ACCIDENT

We’re a powerful choice for emergencies

Accidents are unexpected. But when you choose the Memorial Medical Center Emergency Department,
you'll always know what to expect. Our emergency and trauma team has the talent and technology to
quickly diagnose, treat and get you on the road to recovery. Remember, when emergencies occur, you

have the power to choose. Choose Memorial—a powerful choice for healthcare.
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Choose Memorial.



https://www.memorialmedical.com/



