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Every second matters during a neurological event. 

The more the clock ticks, the more brain you could 

lose. It could even lead to death. Robert knows this 

more than anybody. He suffered a brain hemorrhage 

and was treated by the HSHS St. John’s Hospital 

neurology team.

Within seconds of arriving at our emergency 

department, patients with neurological symptoms 

receive an evaluation that results in a quick diagnosis 

and course of treatment. As home to the HSHS 

Neuroscience Center, the St. John’s team is specially 

qualified to recognize a brain hemorrhage. 

Watch Robert’s story and learn  
more at st-johns.org/neuro.

After my brain  
hemorrhage,  
St. John’s saved 
my life.”

“

Robert,  brain hemorrhage  
survivor

https://www.st-johns.org/neuro


Prairie
will see
you 
today!
Same Day,
Next Day
appointments

At Prairie, we recognize that waiting days or even weeks to see a heart specialist can 
be scary. That is why we have introduced ACCESS PRAIRIE-our revolutionary new 
same-day/next-day clinic. Call 217-757-6120 to schedule your own appointment 
with the world-class experts who specialize in putting each patient first.

ACCESSPRAIRIE.COMAT HSHS ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL

YOUR PARTNERS IN HEART FOR 35 YEARS

SpfldSceneAd042318.indd   1 4/24/18   1:51 PM

http://www.accessprairie.com/
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putting family first will 
never come second.

We believe gaining perspective on 

your family relationships is as 

important as the current state of the 

family’s financial affairs.

Kelly Cunningham
217-789-3301
kelly.cunningham@pnc.com
pnc.com

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing name PNC Wealth Management®, to provide investment and wealth management, fiduciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services, and 
lending of funds through its subsidiary, PNC Bank, National Association, which is a Member FDIC. PNC does not provide services in any jurisdiction in which it is not authorized to conduct business.

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value.

©2017 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.pnc.com/content/pnc-com/en/personal-banking/wealth-management/pnc-wealth-management.html
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Don’t you just 
love it when your
neighbors know 
your name?
So do we. 

CV182871 Springfield Scene Magazine Ad – Size: 8.25” x 5.375” – Due: 6/29/18

Like all great neighborhoods, Concordia Village is a place where friends can connect and 
where you can always find caring people who have your best interests at heart. You’ll also find:
• Beautifully maintained living, gathering, and outdoor spaces
• A warm, caring staff…and assistance when you need it
• Delightful chef-prepared meals, served restaurant style

We’re Concordia Village. Get to know us by name! 
Now scheduling personal tours at 217.993.7045

4101 W. Iles Ave.
Springfield, IL 62711

ConcordiaVillageLiving.orgA LUTHERAN SENIOR SERVICES LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY
Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Long Term Care  |  REACH Short Stay Rehab

Don’t you just 
love it when your
neighbors know 
your name?
So do we. 

Benefiting cancer research at Simmons Cancer Institute

Saturday, October 13, 2018
 Crowne Plaza Springfield - 6:00 PM

Presented by

Major Sponsors

Jeff & Tina Bennett
The Noonan Patton Group at Merrill Lynch

BUNN
Clinical Radiologists

Enjoy live music, bid on impressive silent and live auction items, 
including original artwork, sporting event tickets, dinners, 

vacation destinations, and much more!

$125 per person or $1,250 table of 10
217.545.2955 or siumed.edu/cancer

Sponsorships 217.545.0395

https://www.lssliving.org/communities/concordia-village-springfield-il/
http://www.siumed.edu/cancer
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As a wife, mother, grandmother, 
business owner and Springfield 

community volunteer, Marilyn 
Kushak readily admits she has 
thrown her fair share of parties.  But 
as part of a team of Bicentennial staff 
and commissioners behind Illinois’  
200-year birthday celebration, it has 
been a whole new adventure for her. 

Appointed last year to the statewide, 
58 member Illinois Bicentennial 
Commission by Governor Bruce 
Rauner, Kushak says she knew at the 
onset there would be lots to celebrate. 
The bicentennial officially kicked off 
in December with statewide events 
that will last through 2018. 

“We have planned activities to have 
something for everyone to enjoy,” 
she says. “From fun things like the 
competition to select Illinois’ official 
Bicentennial beer, to special exhibits 
like the one on display right now at 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum here in Springfield.”

“The exhibit, titled “Illinois to the 
White House,” highlights the four 
U.S. Presidents with Illinois roots,” 
she says. “The library and museum’s 
outstanding historians created the 
exhibit to educate visitors about the 
life and times of Presidents Lincoln, 
Grant, Reagan and Obama, and 
place them within the context of 
their ties to Illinois.  It’s part of a 
platform designed to remind people 
statewide what a special place 
Illinois is, both now and in our rich 
200-year history.” 

Kushak says the bicentennial is 
privately funded through various 
sources, not state appropriations. 

“Fund raising is never easy,” she says.  
“I am most proud that all the Illinois 
Bicentennial events and projects are 
funded through donated dollars, 
and through the private sector. The 
overall concept of the celebration 
is designed to reflect what Illinois 
offers to children, millennials, 
families, veterans, and senior 
citizens.” 

“I am especially proud that every 
day Illinois citizens can be reminded 
and inspired by our people and 
places. All they have  to do is listen 
to the daily   ‘Bicentennial Minutes’ 
on Midwest Family Radio and radio 
stations throughout Illinois.”

Media outreach is especially 
important to Kushak. She is 
President has an ownership 
position in four locally heard radio 
stations and served two terms on 
the board of National Association 
of Broadcasters. She also chaired 
the Illinois Abraham Lincoln 
Bicentennial Commission and the 
Springfield Readiness Committee 
to promote historical attractions 
in conjunction with the opening of 
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum.  

“Promotion and getting the word 
out is key,” she says. “ There is 
even a Bicentennial official seal of 
endorsement so events as varied 
as the annual Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Half Marathon that 
attracted a thousand runners to 
downtown Springfield, the city’s 
Amaranth Apple Festival and the 
Festival of Trees  can be recognized 
and promoted as bicentennial 
events.”

So what’s ahead for Illinois 200th 
Birthday Celebration and Events? 

“The entire state will be 
commemorating Aug. 26 which 
marks the 200th anniversary of the 
adoption of the Illinois Constitution. 
That’s when Springfield’s new 
Bicentennial Plaza will be dedicated, 
a collaboration among the City of 
Springfield, Illinois Realtors, and 
the Bicentennial Commission.” 

“Its planned to be a walkway 
connecting Lincoln’s Home, the 
Illinois Executive Mansion and 
the State Capitol complex. I highly 
encourage people to mark their 
calendars now. It’s an event for 
everyone from scholars to school 
children.

“Like the Illinois Bicentennial,” 
she says, “it’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.” 

The Bicentennial culminates Dec. 
3rd at the United Center with a 
Birthday Party celebrating the 200th 
Anniversary of becoming the 21st 
state of the Union.

For more information about 
the Illinois Bicentennial go to: 
illinois200.com

 

Marilyn Kushak 
Julie Cellini interviews Marilyn Kushak on her work with the Illinois Bicentennial Commission.
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Dubois Elementary School was selected to receive 
Bicentennial STEM Fusion grant for curriculum in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

Introducing Bicentennial media theme, Born, Built, Grown

Bicentennial Kick off at Abraham Lincoln Presidential  
Library and Museum

Illinois Bicentennial Commission meeting at the Old State Capitol

Illinois Proud Penny Drive Kick-off at 
Butler Elementary
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547-2386 | UCBbank.com

TRUST SERVICES AREN’T 
JUST FOR THE WEALTHY

Trust Services aren’t just for those who’ve already accumulated wealth; they are 
also designed for those still building it. Trust Services help you protect everything 
you work so hard for: your assets, your family, and your peace of mind!  Call us to 
schedule a free, no obligation wealth management consultation today.

https://ucbbank.com/index.cfm
http://www.butlerfuneralhomes.com/
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Photo by 
Bill Stokes

Illinois REALTORS® CEO

Clayton has been a driving force behind the 
Bicentennial Plaza

Gary Clayton
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Bicentennial Plaza
A REALTOR® Community Partnership

Signature Bicentennial Project – Dedicated August 26, 2018

SHOWCASING SPRINGFIELD’S HISTORY

The Plaza will feature sixteen 4 x 6 foot informative 
panels. An introductory panel at each end of the Plaza 
will present Lincoln’s Vision for America:  “…to afford 
all, an unfettered start, and a fair chance, in the race of 
life.” Additional panels will tell stories about Springfield 
events and the people who shaped them.  Some of the 
stories are well known, such as the Springfield Race Riot 
of 1908, and others are less well known, such as the story 
of Springfield developer Anderson Holman (1865-1935) 

by Karen Ackerman Witter

who built homes for people of modest means, and the 
story of Eva Carroll Monroe (1868-1950) and the Lincoln 
Colored Home.  Other panels will feature the Governor’s 
Mansion and its architect John M. Van Osdel and the 
landmark Fair Housing Act. 

Illinois REALTORS® dedicated a monument marking the 
50th anniversary of the Fair Housing Act on April 11, 
2018. Illinois REALTORS® CEO Gary Clayton says, “The 
Fair Housing Act changed the face of the country.” 

Plans for a Jackson Street Corridor in 
Springfield, linking Lincoln’s Home 

National Historic Site, the Governor’s 
Mansion and the State Capitol, have 
been on the drawing board for years. 
Thanks to Gary Clayton and the 
Illinois REALTORS®, a “Signature 
Project” for the Illinois Bicentennial 
will be dedicated on 
Jackson Street between 
5th and 6th Streets this 
summer. The Bicentennial 
Plaza celebrates Lincoln’s 
vision for America as a 
country with opportunity 
and equality for all.  

Jackson Street is one of 
Springfield’s oldest streets, 
dating back to 1821 when 
Springfield was platted. 
The block between 5th 
and 6th Streets was 
called the “missing block”, 
because it is the only 
privately owned block 
within the corridor.  The 
old Town Branch Creek 
once crossed this area, 
and the block was never made a 
public right-of-way. Due to the Illinois 
REALTORS® initiative, that missing 
block will become the Bicentennial 
Plaza and a key component of the 
vision for the Jackson Street Corridor.  
The Plaza will be dedicated on August 
26, Illinois Constitution Day, which is 
the 200th anniversary of Illinois’ first 
constitution. With this long history, it is 
fitting that this is a “Signature Project” 
designated by the Illinois Bicentennial 
Commission in celebration of the 
state’s 200th birthday. 

Bicentennial Plaza, located just north 
of the REALTORS® headquarters, will 
be a pedestrian friendly walkway and 
versatile space for outdoor events 
featuring educational panels about 
Springfield’s history. The panels are 
being installed on steel towers strung 
with lights that provide the capability 
for light shows.  The Plaza is also 
designed to accommodate stages for 

outdoor concerts and a wide range of 
special events, both public and private. 
Trees are being planted to provide 
both shade and beauty. Led by the 
Illinois REALTORS®, this is a public/
private partnership representing a 
significant investment in historic 
downtown Springfield.

Gary Clayton and Illinois REALTORS® 
bring a vision to fruition

Illinois REALTORS® CEO Gary 
Clayton has been a driving force 
behind the Bicentennial Plaza. 

Springfield Mayor Jim Langfelder 
says, “Every successful project has to 
have a champion, and Gary has been 
that champion.  Without his efforts, 
we would not be at this point.”   Illinois 
REALTORS® provided the land and 
along with other private donors 
contributed additional funds. The City 
of Springfield allocated $1 million in 
TIF funds, bringing the total outlay 

for the project to $2.3 
million.  Springfield was 
the first city in the state to 
receive legislative approval 
for a second extension 
of a TIF district, which 
Mayor Langfelder says 
was critical in order for the 
City to provide significant 
financial support.  

So how did the 
Bicentennial Plaza come 
about?  Shortly after the 
Illinois REALTORS® built 
their new office building on 
5th Street in 2007, Clayton 
says with a smile, “Paul 
O’Shea met me and would 
never leave me alone.”  
O’Shea, a retired architect 

who has been involved in architectural 
design and planning in downtown 
Springfield for many decades, 
introduced Clayton to the concepts of 
the Jackson Street Corridor.  O’Shea 
has been a long time advocate for the 
Jackson Street Corridor, and Clayton 
soon became a strong supporter and 
tireless champion.  

With the Illinois REALTORS® on 
board, meetings were held with the 
many businesses and community or-
ganizations located along the corridor. 
The City became involved.  Bob Gray 
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Photo by 
Bill Stokes

Gary Clayton standing in 
front of one of the signature 
light fixtures on the 
Bicentennial Plaza (while 
still under construction)

of the Citizens Club, who also has had 
a long involvement with the Jackson 
Street Corridor, helped to bring public 
attention to the project.  What began 
as a vision for a pedestrian corridor 
expanded into a much larger public 
plaza. 

Numerous local businesses are help-
ing the REALTORS® bring this project 
to fruition.  Massie Massie & Asso-
ciates, which developed a visionary 
plan for the Jackson Street Corridor 
in 2014, is the lead firm for design and 
construction.  Subcontractors include 
Crawford Murphy and Tilly as the lead 
civil engineers; Ace Sign Company, 
which is fabricating the educational 
panels; Selvaggio Steel, which is build-
ing the steel structures for the light 
towers; and R.D. Lawrence as general 
contractor and Mansfield Electric Co. 

REALTORS® – At work in the heart 
of the community

Some might wonder why a private 
business is spearheading such a public 
project.  For Clayton the answer 
is simple.  He says, “REALTORS® 
are an integral part of every 
community. The Bicentennial Plaza, 
located in downtown Springfield, 
is representative of the role of 
REALTORS® working in the heart of 
the community.”  Board members of 
the state association embraced being 
involved from the beginning, and 
according to Clayton adopted the 
philosophy “if we are going to do the 
project, do it right.” The Bicentennial 
Plaza is the parent project for the 
REALTORS®, and local organizations 
were asked to adopt projects that 

represent the role REALTORS® play in 
their communities.   

Clayton calls the current REALTORS® 
building an integral partner in the 
community, as the association allows 
civic and community organizations to 
use its facility for meetings and recep-
tions without a fee. The outdoor bal-
cony on the 3rd floor has a spectacular 
view of the Governor’s Mansion and 
Y-Block.  The Bicentennial Plaza will 
be available for community and pri-
vate events, and policies and proce-
dures are now being developed. 

Jackson Street Corridor – an idea 
whose time has finally come

Numerous studies paved the way for 
the Jackson Street Corridor. In 2002 
the American Institute of Architects 
(AIA) sponsored a Regional/Urban 
Design Assistance Team (RUDAT) 
that came to Springfield at the 
invitation of the City and local chapter 
of AIA to develop a plan for downtown 
Springfield.  Paul O’Shea was a member 
of the steering committee and chaired 
the follow-up committee.  He says, 
“Although secondary to the RUDAT 
plans for Capitol Avenue, the Jackson 
Street Corridor linking Lincoln’s 
Home and the Capitol Complex was 
identified as an important opportunity 
in the 2002 study.”   

In June 2014, Massie Massie & 
Associates completed a plan for the 
Jackson Street Corridor from 2nd 
to 7th Streets. This was funded by a 
grant from the Historic Preservation 
Fund of the Community Foundation 
for the Land of Lincoln through the 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce. 
The objectives for a Jackson Street 
Corridor were to provide a safe and 
attractive pedestrian corridor, promote 
new public and private uses, interpret 
Springfield history in meaningful 
ways and provide sustainable storm 
water management practices.   O’Shea 
says this report “met and exceeded 
expectations for a pedestrian walkway.” 
Mayor Langfelder also points to the 
significance of that plan. He says, “It is 
important to assess what’s going well 
and build on what’s already out there.”  
The Bicentennial Plaza will certainly 
contribute to the objectives in the 
2014 plan.

These plans also identified opportuni-
ties related to the Governor’s Mansion, 
YWCA Block and storm water man-
agement.  In this year of the Illinois 
Bicentennial, the stars aligned, and 
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August 26 Plaza Dedication – Illinois Constitution Day, 3:15 p.m,  428 S. 5th Street, Springfield

The dedication of Bicentennial Plaza will take place on Sunday, August 26 and is a signature event of the 
Illinois Bicentennial commemorating the day Illinois ratified its first State Constitution on August 26, 1818.  

Watch for program details:   
https://www.illinoisrealtors.org/event/bicentennial-plaza-realtor-community-partnership-dedication/

Leave a Legacy
Donate a Brick 
Leave a legacy for future generations during 
Illinois’ historic Bicentennial year in 2018. 

ILLINOIS REALTORS®

working with     in
    every community

Illinois Bicentennial 1818-2018

Add your name to the brick walkway of the Bicentennial Plaza – a REALTOR®  
Community Partnership, connecting the Lincoln Home to the east with the  
Illinois Executive Mansion and State Capitol to the west in downtown Springfield 
along the Jackson Street Corridor.

Local Business Partners: Massie Massie & Associates • Crawford, Murphy & Tilly • R.D. Lawrence Construction Co.

EzEngraver.com/ReefBicentennial

Opening August 2018 

Bicentennial Plaza
A REALTOR® Community Partnership

An Enterprise IP Phone for High-Volume Users
The GXP2170 is a powerful enterprise-grade IP phone that is ideal for busy users who handle high call volumes. 
This top-of-the-line Enterprise IP Phone features up to 12 line keys/line appearances and 6 SIP accounts using 
a 4.3 inch (480 x 272) color display LCD and full HD audio. It includes up to 48 digital, on-screen speed dial/BLF 
keys to help users be more productive and efficent. The GXP2170 supports the fastest possible connection 
speeds with dual Gigabit network ports, features integrated PoE and includes built-in Bluetooth for syncing 
with mobile devices and Bluetooth headsets. This Enterprise IP phone can connect to up to four GXP2200 EXT 
modules with LCD display to access up to 160 speed dial/BLF contacts. The GXP2170 is the perfect choice for 
enterprise users looking for a top-notch executive IP phone with advanced functionality.

www.grandstream.com

GXP2170

12 dual-color line keys 
(with 6 SIP accounts), 
5 XML programmable 
context-sensitive soft 
keys

Dual-switched 
auto-sensing 
10/100/1000mbps 
network ports

48 digitally programmable 
& customizable BLF/fast-
dial keys, and supports up 
to 4 cascaded GXP2200EXT 
Modules 

Built-in Bluetooth for 
syncing headsets and 
mobile devices for contact 
books, calendars & call 
transferring

HD audio to maximize 
audio quality and clarity, 
full-duplex speakerphone

Built-in PoE to power 
the device and give it 
a network connection

Supports EHS 
compatible 
Plantronics’s headsets

Automated provisioning 
using TR-069 or 
AES encrypted XML 
configuration file

Built-in USB ports for 
importing/exporting 
data

TLS and SRTP security 
encryption technology 
to protect calls and 
accounts

5-way audio 
conferencing for 
easy conference 
calls

Use with Grandstream’s UCM 
series IP PBX appliance for 
Zero-Config provisioning, 
1-touch call recording & 
more

The GXP2170 is a powerful IP 
phone that is ideal for busy users 

who need follow me services.  
All you need is an internet 

connection to use these phones.

Our award-winning Hosted 
Platform has been time-tested 

and field-proven. 

Contact AGT Business Solutions at Ph: 217-203-9557 or email hosted@agtbizsolutions.com

 Every seat 
in our hosted 
system will 
have a high 
performance 
phone with 

built-in 
Bluetooth and 
a color display! 

the Bicentennial Plaza is one of four 
significant projects underway which 
will transform this part of downtown 
Springfield.  The other projects include 
restoration of the Governor’s Man-
sion, a massive underground retention 
project for storm water management 
and plans for the YWCA Block, which 
are yet to be resolved.

Langfelder cites the renovation of 
the Governor’s Mansion with private 
funds as a major driver.  

The multi-million dollar underground 
storm water management project will 
be less visible when completed but 
will have a big impact by alleviating 
downtown flooding problems. 
Permeable pavement is a key element 
of the Bicentennial Plaza and Jackson 
Street Corridor, which will have 
a positive impact on storm water 
management. The Jackson Street 
Corridor also provides opportunities 
to partner with the many businesses 

and organizations along the corridor. 
It will attract tourists to explore the 
southern part of downtown Springfield 
and create a more pedestrian friendly 
environment.

Kent Massie of Massie Massie & 
Associates commends Gary Clayton 
and Illinois REALTORS® for their 
leadership in developing such a visible 
Bicentennial project in the Capital 
City.  This is a capstone project for 
Clayton’s long career. Clayton has 
been CEO of the Illinois REALTORS® 
since December 1987.  Prior to leading 
the Illinois REALTORS®, Clayton 
served eight years as Director of the 
Illinois Department of Registration 
and Education. It was in this capacity 
that he learned a lot about trade 
associations and the many professional 
licenses issued by the department. This 
provided valuable background and 
experience in leading the REALTORS® 
association.  

Illinois REALTORS® has 48,000 
members, 52 full-time staff, with 
40 in Springfield.  The organization 
is engaged in all facets of the real 
estate industry. Active in the National 
Association of REALTORS®, Clayton 
received the prestigious national 
William R. Magel Award of Excellence, 
which honors an individual who has 
truly excelled in his or her role as an 
association executive of a local or 
state REALTOR® association.  Gary 
and Marsha Clayton are longtime 
residents of Chatham where they 
raised their four boys – Skip, Bill, Mark 
and Jimmy – who all remain active in 
the local Chatham and Springfield 
communities.

https://ezengraver.com/reefbicentennial
http://www.agtbizsolutions.com/wp/
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County Circuit Clerk

Palazzolo’s office serves as the administrative arm of our court 
system. He is responsible for keeping the official record in all 
proceedings that come before the Sangamon County Courts. 
His office also collects and distributes all money owed to the 
Court. Palazzolo in the law library that is used by the court system.

Photos by 
Bill Stokes

Paul Palazzolo
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The Evolution of Mr. Palazzolo’s 
Service Work

Mr. Palazzolo’s interest in giving 
back to his community begin 

with his involvement in Key Club while 
a student at Griffin High School (now 
Sacred Heart-Griffin High School). 
The lifelong Springfield resident has 
continued to serve as an adviser to 
Sacred Heart-Griffin’s Key Club since 
1989, which is the high school branch 
of the Kiwanis Club, an international 
organization serving children. Mr. 
Palazzolo immediately joined the 
Kiwanis Club in college and maintains 
his involvement in the organization to 
this day. He talked with pride about 
their current project of raising $40,000 
to purchase approximately six sensory 
carts, nicknamed K-Karts in honor 
of Kiwanis Club, for the NICU at St. 
John’s Hospital. These sensory carts 
are invaluable in soothing premature 
newborns and the hospital is grateful 
for such generous gifts. 

As someone who has gone on to have a 
highly productive career, Mr. Palazzolo 
credits his days in Key Club for helping 
him develop the organizational and 
communication skills necessary to be 
successful. He attended Springfield 
College in Illinois and the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
where he earned his degree in Finance. 
Combining an amalgamation of his 
formal educational training with his 
service work, which has included 
serving as a board member for the 
Salvation Army and the Hoogland 
Center for the Arts as well, Mr. 
Palazzolo advanced to the position 
of Sangamon County Auditor from 
2002-2015. When the opportunity for 
change presented itself, he assumed 
the role of Sangamon County Circuit 
Clerk in May of 2015. 

Mr. Palazzolo’s office is meticulously 
organized and adorned with pictures 
of his family and a giant framed 
poster from the film Rudy creating a 
welcoming atmosphere for colleagues 

and visitors alike. His eyes lit up and 
he smiled broadly as he talked of his 
family, wife Suanne Staab-Palazzolo, 
whom he married in 1989 and their 
children, Maria, 21 and Anthony 16. 
Maria is currently attending Notre 
Dame and Anthony is a student at 
Sacred Heart-Griffin, both of whom 
are as active in service work as their 
father.

An Innovation in Traffic Court

Let’s face it—no one likes going to 
traffic court. However, Mr. Palazzolo 
in a collaborative effort with State’s 
Attorney John Millhiser and Chief 
Judge John Bells created the brainchild 
known as “convenience court.” 
Convenience Court began in 2016 for 
individuals who receive traffic tickets 
that do not involve other motorists.

It is held every Friday from 12-1 PM 
so that individuals may seek court 
supervision over the lunch hour. Often 
times, people are finished with the 
proceedings in as little as 15 minutes. 
Not only was the court created with 
the idea of working individuals in 
mind, but also the elderly and those 
who have never had contact with the 
legal system and may be afraid of the 
process. Mr. Palazzolo states the goal 
is that court will be “less frightening” 
as individuals are notified by police 
officers of the opportunity to attend 
and given an instruction sheet as to 
what to expect upon their arrival to 
the Sangamon County Courthouse. 
Mr. Palazzolo stated, “You’ve been 
issued a citation, but you’re not a 
criminal so we’re helping you through 
the process so it’s not so daunting and 
overwhelming.”

Painless Passports

How many Springfield citizens are 
aware that the Sangamon County 
Circuit Clerk’s Office offers passport 
service? The program was started in 
the 1980’s by former Circuit Clerk 
and Mayor, Karen Hasara. When Mr. 

Palazzolo needed a passport himself, 
he proposed the idea of doing passport 
photos and went about purchasing the 
necessary equipment. His goal was to 
“make it a one-stop shop experience” 
for those needing both new passports 
and passport renewals. 

In addition to offering passport 
services during normal business hours, 
the Circuit Clerk’s Office now offers 
Saturday morning passport services at 
various restaurants, banks, libraries, 
and village halls. These events are held 
from 9AM-12PM once a month and 
are advertised in local papers. As with 
Convenience Court, this service caters 
to working families and the elderly. It’s 
much easier to bring a fussy baby or 
an eighth grader who can’t miss school 
for a test to obtain a passport on a 
Saturday morning.

Mr. Palazzolo refers to the citizens of 
Sangamon County as his “customers” 
and prides himself on having a “high 
goal of customer service.” He has 
somehow managed to make the 
dreaded task of obtaining a passport 
fun by creating competitions between 
local villages to see which one can 
obtain the most Saturday passports.

Maintaining Fiscal Responsibility

Mr. Palazzolo emphasizes that he 
strives to be as efficient and effective 
as possible with records for the court. 
He acknowledges that he has “a great 
team that works to serve the citizens 
of Sangamon County extremely well.” 
He noted that there is no fiscal crisis 
within Sangamon County government 
proudly stating, “It’s our corporate 
culture here to operate as fiscally 
responsible as possible.”

You can find more information on the 
County Circuit Clerk’s Website: 
 
sangamoncountycircuitclerk.org  &  
sangamonpassports.org

By Hillary LaMontagne
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The Springfield Art Association (SAA) hosted the Court Reception on Friday, June 1st to introduced this year’s Beaux 
Arts Ball King, Queen and Court to members of the Springfield Art Association and the community.  Queen Samantha 

Robert Long and King Benjamin Robert Trask are honored to preside over the November evening’s festivities.

Beaux Arts Ball Court Reception
Springfield Art Association

Photos by  Bill Stokes

Samantha Robert Long is the daughter of Scott and Rae 
Long.  Sami is a junior at Belmont University in Nashville, 

Tennessee.  Samantha is studying math and education with 
plans to be a high school math teacher after completing her 
two degrees. Samantha is a member of the Kappa Delta Pi 
Education Society, the Tennessee Education Association, the 
Mathematical Association of America and Association of 
Computing Machinery.  Samantha recently completed a study 
abroad program in Australia.  Samantha volunteers in Nashville 
at the Easley Community Center with students at the after 
school program, the Nashville Food Project garden and at the 
Nashville Rescue Mission.

Benjamin Robert Trask is the son of Dr. Robert and Mary 
Trask, and the younger brother of Katie and Jane Trask. Ben 

will be a junior at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
where he is majoring in Economics and was recently awarded 
University Honors for distinguished academic performance. On 
campus, Ben is a member and current President of the Gamma 
Deuteron Charge of Theta Delta Chi fraternity. Ben has a spe-
cial interest in working with individuals with special needs. He 
volunteers as a mentor with Bros UniteD and Autism Speaks in 
the Ann Arbor community. He spent last summer working as a 
camp counselor with IKUS Life Enrichment Services in Grand 
Rapids, MI.

Rae, Samantha and Scott Long Dr. Robert, Benjamin and Mary Trask
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https://www.ibankmarine.com/
https://www.orthocenterillinois.com/
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William O‘Hearn 
Director, Lincoln Library

Photos by 
Bill Stokes
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By Cinda Ackerman Klickna

William “Will” O’Hearn stands 
6’4” and is often asked if he 

played basketball. He laughs and says, 
“I get asked that a lot, but I never 
played.  I like it, but I’m not good at it.” 

Instead, he says, “I’ve worked at a 
library since I was 16 except for while 
I was getting my Master’s Degree.” 
Today, he is the director of the Lincoln 
Public Library here in Springfield, a 
position he has held since June 2017. 

O’Hearn is 34 years old. He was born 
in Minneapolis but only lived there a 
month. His family moved often as his 
father, a chemist, took on new jobs.  
They lived in Columbus, Ohio until 
Will was 4 and then moved to Fairfield, 
California, (“home of the Jelly Belly 
where I went on many field trips,” 
he declares), and finally to Marengo, 
Illinois when he was 11.

His mother influenced his love of 
books and libraries.  Every Friday 
after school, she would take him 
and his brother to the library and 
then to the arcade.  “I always looked 
forward to going to the arcade, but 
the library came to be an important 
part of my life.”  

That continues to be the case 
although he admits, “when I worked 
at a library as a teenager, I just 
wanted to earn some gas money.  I 
never had really thought of it for a 
career.” 

He decided to study business and 
earned his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Management & Human 
Resources from Northern Illinois 
University in 2007. With a minor in 
philosophy, he considered making 
that a career, “but I decided the 
career opportunities might be too 
limiting.  It has helped me, though, 
in thinking about how to make an 
impact in people’s lives.”

He met his wife Joanne at college, 
and after college took a job at Pepsi 
Americas in Schaumburg, Illinois. The 
work just didn’t fit what he wanted. 
“I found little joy in the work, and I 
wanted to do something that helped 
people.  One day they offered to pay 
me a lot more money and give me 
more responsibility as well as more 
training.  Instead, I quit.  They were 
in shock.”  But, he says, it was the 
right decision “ I wanted to follow my 
passion; it wasn’t just about making 
more money.”

His love of library work led to a 
Master’s Degree in Library and 
Information Science from the 
University of Wisconsin/Milwaukee 
in 2011.  O’Hearn explains, “I thought 
if I could get paid to look up searches 
like I got to do in the library – Wow! 
And that’s what a librarian does.”

He worked at the College of Lake 
County Library and then moved 
to Pike’s Peak Business Library in 
Colorado Springs in 2014.  Asked 
why Colorado, he chuckles, “while we 
were in college, my wife and I went 
to Colorado, and she announced that 
was where we would move.”  

In 2017 life changed.  Their daughter 
Lily was born, and they wanted to be 
closer to Illinois.  O’Hearn became 
the manager of the Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, downtown branch. He wasn’t 
there long because, during a trip to 
Springfield where his wife was doing 
some work for domestic violence 
shelters, he saw the opening for the 
position at Lincoln Library.

He landed the job and loves it. He 
says, “Springfield is a great community 
and a great place to raise a family.  I 
run into people, and when I say I am 

not from here, they ask why I would 
want to come here.  Why are people 
down on Springfield?  Good things 
happen here; there is history.”  And, 
then he quickly adds through his 
laugh, “and it has a great library!”

Just as his mother instilled a 
loved of books in him, he is doing 
the same with his 15-month old 
daughter.  There is a national literacy 
program called “1000 books before 
kindergarten.”  O’Hearn says, “Well, 
we got to 1000 books before Lily 
turned a year old.”

O’Hearn is talkative and outgoing.  
That personality is a plus in his job. 
He says, though, “I buck the trend.  
I’m extremely extroverted which is 
rare for a librarian.  Most are people 
oriented but typically introverted.”

It is obvious that he is outgoing when 
one sees him in action at the library. 
He is visible to the staff and strikes 
up conversations with the patrons, 
often helping them achieve goals.  

An abstract sculpture of Abraham Lincoln 
that greets you on the southside entrance to 

the library.
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And, not just in typical library work.

“Doing this work is a type of social 
work - doing things to help people 
achieve goals.  We have people who 
come to the library for a reason.  One 
minute I might be helping someone 
do research and the next I might be 
helping a person find shelter for the 
night.”

There is much more to the library 
than books, periodicals, and research.  
It is really where many come to seek 
support.  Helping a homeless person 
use the computer to complete a job 
application is one area that O’Hearn 
mentions as part of the work. “Every 
day I am inspired to help people.  
Sometimes we get an angry person who 
wants to see the manager.  I actually 
love those moments because I have 
the opportunity to make an impact.  
If I handle things appropriately, hear 
people out, and help them, it helps me 
make better decisions for the library.”

O’Hearn says Springfield does not 
have as many homeless people as some 
urban centers.  Some urban libraries 
kick people out of the building.  Not 
here, O’Hearn says, “we engage them.  

We learn their names and build a 
positive relationship.”

One man he helped came in daily and 
now has a job. “Most of the homeless 
who come here are temporarily in that 
situation. We get a bad wrap from 
people commenting on some of our 
patrons.  But, 85% are great patrons 
and use the library correctly.” 

There is no typical day, O’Hearn 
explains. “I love that. I am a variety 
guy. I might be holding a meeting 
with staff, helping with security, 
answering phone calls and emails, and 
sometimes working the desk.  Every 
day is different.” 

O’Hearn is proud of the many 
activities offered and points out that 
“the programs we offer are not just for 
kids; we have many for adults, too.” 
The summer reading program already 
had 720 kids and adults signed up by 
June 7th.   Children receive a coupon 
for a vendor in the community after 
logging five hours of reading and by 
completing five of the eight activities 
listed on various cards can get a second 
chance to enter.  Adults completing 
five hours or five activities can enter 
the raffle. 

Monday through Wednesday at 2:00 
the library offers various programs. 
Monday: a movie, Tuesday: a live 
performance, Wednesday: teen scene 
for kids 12-18, and on Thursdays at 
10:30 a.m. there is story time.  O’Hearn 
says, “story time is not just reading to 
kids; it incorporates literacy lessons. 
Kids have fun but the storytellers 
know how to weave in learning.”

The library offers music lessons with 
a rotating schedule to learn ukulele, 
fiddle, banjo, etc. People are always 
coming and going for programs: 
adult coloring book club, chess club, 
computer classes, the creative writing 
class for teens, and talks/presentations 
on various subjects.

O’Hearn hasn’t been at Lincoln 
Library for long, but he already has 
plans and ideas for the future. The 
motto of the library is “Empower/ 
Connect/ Inspire.” O’Hearn takes the 
motto to heart.  “I want people to see 
us not just as the building but as part of 
the community, helping people.” Part 
of that is already happening.  Library 
staff often offer an off-site reading at 
the downtown farmer’s market and 
the ball games at Lanphier Park. 

Linda Harmon and William O’Hearn at 
the checkout counter. 
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O’Hearn says he also wants to offer 
more to children in the area of 
technology.  “There is a digital divide 
among children. Some kids at an early 
age have access to computers; others 
have zero. We can help bridge that 
gap.” He provides statistics to explain, 
“30% of people in the united states 
have no internet at home. That rises to 
50% in families of poverty.” He sees the 
library as the place that can help.

With his outgoing personality, his 
large presence at the library, and 
his dedication to helping others, 
O’Hearn is adding a dimension to 
Lincoln Library that many on his staff 
appreciate.  They say he is “visible, 
supportive, and shows enthusiasm” 
that will help them as well as the 
customers they serve.

In O’Hearn’s view, “a library is the 
great equalizer.” 

~FINIS~

Cinda Ackerman Klickna is the 
immediate past president of the 
Illinois Education Association.  She 
taught English in District 186, mainly 
at Southeast High School.  

It’s not about the 
classes you take, 

it’s where those classes 
will take you!

Are you ready?

 College.

We’re ready for you! 
Register now for fall classes.  www.llcc.edu/ready

Hello.

Ella Brahler
Your Mortgage Lender

WELCOME

HICKORYPOINTBANK.COM 3131 WEST WABASH AVE., SPRINGFIELD, IL 62704          217.547.7002

Loan Originator ID: 1689495       Loan Origination Company ID: 433956

https://www.hickorypointbank.com/
http://www.llcc.edu/ready/
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Photo by
Bill Stokes

MEGAN SHARMA
AUTHOR & WRITING PROFESSIONAL

Photo by 
Bill Stokes
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Author Offers Profound Ins ights 
In to The L ives Of Medica l Fami l ies

Pacific University. As mentioned, she 
had a successful career as a corporate 
communications manager for years 
and made the conscious decision to 
“pursue my dream of becoming an 
author” upon the birth of her daughter, 
Jasmine, now three. She is skillfully 
juggling the roles of managing her 
family and professional life, having 
written two books. Her first book, “100 
of Your Toughest Business Emails: 
Solved - Plug and Play Ideas from a 

Seasoned Corporate Communications 
Manager” offers clear suggestions for 
handling those delicate situations at 
work, such as how to ask for a raise. 
Her second book, “Memoirs of a 
Surgeon’s Wife: I’m Throwing Your 
Damn Pager into the Ocean” is due to 
be released on July 17th. The book will 
be available in all digital formats and 
in paperback on Amazon.

Springfield has a new power couple 
of young professionals—Megan 

Sharma, 34, and her husband Arun 
Sharma, M.D., M.S., 36. The Sharmas 
moved to Springfield in 2015 from 
Seattle for Dr. Sharma to accept a 
position with SIU School of Medicine 
as an Otolaryngologist specializing 
in cancer surgery of the head and 
neck. Mrs. Sharma left behind her 
career as a corporate communications 
manager to pursue her lifelong dream 
of becoming an author. 

Mrs. Sharma was born and raised on 
the West Coast, growing up visiting 
the beach and mountains. She admits 
to feeling apprehensive about what 
the culture of the Midwest would 
entail and leaving her family and 
friends behind. However, she has been 
pleasantly surprised by the warm 
welcome that she has received from 
the Springfield community. In Seattle, 
there is a colloquial term dubbed the 
“Seattle Freeze,” which refers to people 
being superficially friendly, yet failing 
to follow through on working to build 
any type of meaningful friendships. 
She went on to describe one of her 
first days in Springfield when she and 
her husband were unloading groceries 
with their infant daughter when a 
bag broke, spewing broken glass 
everywhere. A neighbor immediately 
rushed over to assist and arrived with 
a homemade dinner of pulled pork 
the next day. Being self-proclaimed 
foodies, the Sharmas immediately 
felt right at home and have gone on 
to make numerous friends here. She 
notes they love the genuine warmth 
and connection they have established 
with their friends in the Springfield 
community.

Never having any doubt that she 
wanted to be a writer, Mrs. Sharma 
recalled a bit sheepishly that she has 
saved stories and journals she wrote 
in childhood. She wrote for both her 
high school and college newspapers 
and went on to earn her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Journalism from Seattle 

Having had the privilege of both 
interviewing Mrs. Sharma and reading 
Memoirs of a Surgeon’s Wife before its 
release date, I can say with confidence 
that this is a book that medical families 
and others will appreciate. Individuals 
considering a career in medicine or 
those evaluating whether or not to 
pursue a serious relationship with 
a future physician will also benefit 
from reading. Mrs. Sharma balances 
solid research regarding the field 
of medicine and its challenges with 
realism, as well as sharp humor and 
wit. According to Mrs. Sharma, the 
intention of her book is to give the 
reader “an overview of what modern 
medicine is really like.”

Mrs. Sharma has the courage to tackle 
such difficult topics as the rates of 
depression, substance abuse, and 
suicide among physicians and the need 
for this crisis to be taken seriously. 
Another sensitive topic she addresses 
head on are the challenges female 
physicians continue to grapple with and 
the uphill climb women in medicine 
have faced throughout history. The 
reality of dealing with hazing from 
senior residents and the delicacy of 
navigating stressful relationships with 
attending physicians during medical 
training are also topics which she does 
not shy away from.

A particularly interesting chapter 
for the reader is comprised of data 
regarding the hidden costs of becoming 
a physician that many people fail to 
realize. It seems to be rather common 
amongst the population to stereotype 
doctors as leading rich, glamorous 
lives and failing to pause to consider 
the financial costs that accompany 
their rigorous training.

She devotes considerable attention to 
the passion, empathy, and dedication 
to outstanding patient care physicians 
like Dr. Sharma possess for their 
patients. This includes such behind-
the-scenes matters as worrying about 
how a patient in crisis is fairing while 

By Hillary Lamontagne

The cover of Megan Sharma’s 2nd book 
which is reviewed in this article.
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Dr. Arun & Megan Sharma with their daughter 

at home and advocating for a costly 
treatment an insurance company does 
not want to approve for someone in 
dire need. 

The emphasis on making the most 
of family time and having good 
communication with one’s partner is 
what strikes me most about this book 
and is certainly a universal theme. She 
delineates how she and Dr. Sharma 
met and fell in love and how they work 
to support and nurture one another’s 
goals throughout the book, which 
evokes a warm feeling in the reader. 
Mrs. Sharma describes how she and 
Dr. Sharma are truly a team in terms 
of making decisions and dividing the 
household responsibilities. She shared 
that they worked together when it 
came time for her husband to decide 

on a sub-specialty, finding one that 
would nurture his passion for helping 
others, while offering a reasonable 
work-life balance.

She has a specific chapter in her 
book titled, “My Brand of Feminism,” 
which is sure to appeal to today’s busy 
modern parents who juggle a plethora 
of responsibilities. She notes that 
parents who choose to stay home as 
the primary caregiver, be they male 
or female, should not undervalue 
their talents with the advice, “You are 
essential. You are the ones who are 
keeping your relationship and your 
family afloat. Don’t undervalue that as 
somebody has to be the heart of the 
family.” She spoke to the challenges 
of dividing childcare and household 
duties, stating, “We both contribute. 

We aim for 50/50, but we don’t keep 
score.” How many couples would 
benefit from possessing this same 
attitude?

As someone with an ebullient 
personality and zest for life, Mrs. 
Sharma is able to vividly paint the 
importance of taking time to simply be 
silly by turning up the music and having 
a dance party with your family in the 
living room, or the fun of preparing a 
new recipe for the family to enjoy for 
dinner. She is honest that it is often 
difficult for medical families to have 
hours upon hours of uninterrupted 
time together and the importance of 
valuing and finding joy in the simple 
things. When the Sharmas do have 
time to vacation, they make the most 
of those endeavors. She regaled in 

Photo by Kate Holzman Photography
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sharing stories of family vacations 
and proudly stated that Jasmine has 
been flying since the tender age of 
two-months-old and has visited spots 
all across the nation as well as Spain, 
Ireland, England, and Mexico with 
her jet-setting parents. 

The juxtaposition of humor with 
practicality in her writing is 
something we have to look forward 
to from Mrs. Sharma as her plans 
for future books include one about 
the “raw observations” of being a 
parent and another about how to 
travel with a baby (one hint is to 
have the postal worker lay your baby 
down on a blanket when attempting 
to take a passport photo). It is safe 
to say that this talented author 
has a bright future ahead of her 
given her intelligence and bravado.  
 
To learn more of Megan Sharma’s 
work you might visit her website:  
megansharma.com

http://www.ilsymphony.org/
https://www.thecorkscrew.com/index.asp
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Dr. John Folkerts, D.C. 
Laser Pain Center 

Photos by 
Bill Stokes
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By Lisa Rigoni

Dr. John Folkerts grew up on a farm 
near Raymond, Ill. When asked if he 
did any of the farming, there was a 
brief hesitation and then laughter. “I 
helped. I didn’t mind it, but knew it 
wasn’t the direction I wanted to go.” 
His family farmed grain, and his first 
actual job was on a hog farm down 
the road. He had different plans.

“My dad farmed and my mom, was 
an RN. When I was younger I wanted 
to do something in the medical 
profession,” he said. “In high school, 
I played a lot of sports, basketball, 
baseball, golf. When I was a junior, 
playing basketball, I came down hard 
and hurt my back and had pain down 
my leg.

“We tried various methods to help 
find some relief, and nothing really 
worked. That’s when I went to a 
chiropractor, and I got interested 
and figured out that was the route I 
wanted to go,” he said. “When I was a 
little kid my dad had back problems. 
I remember going with him and 
sitting in the waiting room at the 
chiropractor’s office. By the time 
I was a senior in high school, I was 
moving in that direction – thinking 
about the field. Then as a freshman 
in college, I knew that’s the route I 
wanted to take.” 

After graduating from Illinois State 
University, he attended and graduated 
from Logan College of Chiropractic 
in 1997. His practice is in Sherman. 
“I knew – because most of my family 
is from around here – that I wanted 
to live in Chatham or Sherman, a 
smaller town. I like the Springfield 
area, but since I grew up in a small 
town on the outskirts of town, that’s 
what I was more comfortable with.”

He earned a golf scholarship to ISU 
and still plays some, mostly with his 
sons. John and wife, Fawn, have three 
boys, 19-year-old, Drake, who is at 
ISU, 17-year-old, Corbin, who plays 
hockey on the east coast and does on-

line high school during the season. 
“He is an elite hockey player and was 
recently drafted by a junior team. We 
are on the road a lot. It’s one of the 
major, time-consuming things we do,” 
he said. “Our youngest, Gannon, 14, 
will be a high school freshman this 
year, and plays hockey on a team out 
of St. Louis. We drive him there three 
to five times a week.”

All the time with the boys has been 
worth the driving and crazy hours, 

he says. “It’s been a lot of very good 
close time with them.” He paused 
before continuing. “You’re spending 
time with them one-on-one, typically 
three or four days. You wouldn’t get 
that if you weren’t doing that travel.” 

Life’s work

In addition to the busy lifestyle he 
and Fawn have with their sons, Fawn 
teaches special education at Pawnee 
and John runs his two businesses. “I 

Setting You Straight Through 
Chiropractic Care And Laser Therapy

Dr. Folkerts adjusting the settings 
for a laser treatment.
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14 own Laser Pain Centers of America-
Sherman and Sherman Chiropractic. 
I’ve been in this same location for 
21 years,” he said, looking around 
the comfortable space. The two 
businesses are separate but housed 
under one roof. He is a member of the 
North American Association of Laser 
Therapists and the Foundation for 
Peripheral Neuropathy. In addition, 
he was voted one of the Best Laser 
Therapy Physicians in America and 
is the featured ‘Expert in Laser Pain 
Therapy’ on WICS Channel 20. 

“We want to help our clients 
achieve their wellness goals through 
professional chiropractic care, laser 
therapy and injury rehabilitation,” 
Folkerts explained. “I believe that 
proper exercise, diet, nutrition, 
mental attitude, and nerve supply 
promotes a healthy mind and body.

“The best is seeing someone who 
has suffered for years find relief they 
thought wasn’t possible. That’s why 
we do what we do.”

Changes in the profession

Folkerts acknowledged that chiro-
practors are much more accepted by 
the medical community now than in 
the past. “We have much more credi-
bility than the profession had before. 
That is one of the things we pride our-
selves on here. We work with physical 
therapists, medical doctors, orthope-
dic surgeons, other health care pro-
viders, natural providers, acupunc-
turists. We know that we are not all 
things to all people, so it’s important 
to have a wide network of profession-
als to recommend to clients whose 
needs we cannot meet. We don’t try 
to be all things, for all people,” he 
said. “That’s why our relationships 
with other providers are important 
to us. We want to have and develop 
connections with those we can confi-
dently refer people to. It helps others 
in their practices. We also receive re-
ferrals.”

Other changes include the services. 
“Traditionally, a chiropractor did 
spinal adjustments, which I am not 
against, but I don’t do many these 

days. I started laser therapy in 2004, 
but now I use the high intensity lasers 
that came out about three years ago. 

“It’s actually about 80 percent of my 
practice. It’s all natural, non-inva-
sive, no drugs, which is, generally, 
what the profession is about. We are 
not invasive, no cutting. There are 
no prescription drugs. It’s another 
healthcare option. It goes perfectly 
with what we do. It does go inside the 
body, it helps heal damaged tissue 
from the inside. We do a lot of knee 
work – inflammation, tendonitis, 
cartilage damage, plantar fasciitis, 
carpal tunnel.

“We get a lot of chronic pain patients, 
some athletes, but our practice is 
more the 50 and above and aging 
Baby Boomers who’ve had previous 
knee injuries and still have problems 
with it. They have tried other options. 
Rather than get more injections or a 
knee replacement they are choosing 
laser treatments,” he said. “We like to 
be more the second opinion area to 
give them an option.”

Dr. Folkerts setting up 
for a laser treatment.



29

Sprin
g

field
 Scen

e M
ag

azin
e    2018 issue 4 V

o
lum

e 14

Laser Therapy is 
different.

It is a non-invasive, It is a non-invasive, 
drug-free approach that 

treats the underlying 
cause of the pain by 

actually repairing 
damaged cells.

Neck pain
Sciatica
Neuralgia
Neuropathy
Headaches

Bursitis
Shoulder pain
Plantar fasciitis
Carpal tunnel 
syndrome

Low back pain
Hip pain
Tendonitis
Arthritis
Knee pain
Tennis Elbow

Dr. Folkerts said he only takes about 
50 percent of the people who come in 
for the initial laser therapy consult.  
“I will refer out if I think there is 
something that would work better. 
Some patients come in with so much 
damage that there is no tissue in 
there. We won’t do laser on them.” 

Insurance is the other most noticeable 
change. “There are times when 
patients need the care, and insurance 
doesn’t always cover it,” he said. 
The treatment and care is a primary 
objective for Dr. Folkerts. He works 
with his patients on the financial side, 
with each case assessed individually. 
The cost of the consult is the same for 
all who walk through the door, $35. 
“It’s where we decide whether or not 
we can help them. We want that to be 
affordable, so they have an option. I 
don’t ever pressure people to receive 
treatment. It’s their decision. We 
provide information for them to read 
and consider. In the long run, that is 
more beneficial to the individual.

That is what Dr. John Folkerts is all 
about. Making sure the person he 
is with is receiving the best care, 
whether it be his family members, his 
staff or his patients. 

Sometimes, it’s an unexpected 
experience that hones one’s focus. 
For Folkerts, it’s personal.

“My brother, Mark, at 41, passed away 
nine years ago. He had leukemia. 
We knew he was sick, but still didn’t 
expect his passing so soon.” It was only 
five years. He had had chemotherapy, 
radiation, and a stem cell transplant. 
“That kind of experience changes your 
perspective on what’s important.

“Trying not to sweat the small stuff 
– ‘trying,’ being the key word. Make 
sure you have family time. I have my 
wife and my boys. My parents are still 
on the farm. I also have a sister, Kathy 
Henke, who lives in Springfield.”

Listening to Dr. Folkerts and watching 
his constant smile as he talks about 
family and work, it’s obvious … he 
genuinely loves his life. 

Accepts most insurance 
plans. Preferred provider 
for Delta Dental, Cigna 

and Aetna

http://shermanlasercenter.com/
https://www.centralillinoisimplants.com/


30

Sp
ri

n
g

fi
el

d
 S

ce
n

e 
M

ag
az

in
e 

   
20

18
 is

su
e 

4 
V

o
lu

m
e 

14

Most creative individ-
uals perfect one art 

form. But one longtime 
Springfield resident has ex-
plored and grasped three. 

Hazen Folse moved to 
Springfield in 1971 when 
her husband helped found 
the Southern Illinois Uni-
versity School of Medicine. 
The Folses aided the school, 
raised a family, and owned 
a garden and art center. 
Hazen gave private piano 
and voice lessons, taught 
voice and music education 
at Blackburn College, and 
exhibited her art. Now, she 
endeavors to publish her life 
story. 

At eight years old, Hazen 
picked up an accordion 
for the first time. She soon 
learned to play the piano 
and organ. She also sang 
at public events across her 
hometown until, she says, 
“It became my identity.” 

She went on to earn a bache-
lor of music education from 
Southwestern University in 
Texas and a master of mu-
sic from Peabody Conserva-
tory of Music in Baltimore. 
She says she has “performed 
just about everywhere in 
Springfield” and that music 
“has been the main part of 
my life.” 

Another facet of her life 
emerged later on, when, at 
age fifty, she pursued her 
life-long dream of becom-
ing a painter. Although she 
had always wanted to paint, 

Three in One: Musician, Painter & Writer

Hazen Folse
by Olivia Savoie
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she said she didn’t have talent early on, 
which discouraged her attempts. “I 
thought artists were born and I didn’t 
have a chance… Then, when I retired 
from teaching music, I started 
taking art classes.” After par-
ticipating in classes at the Lin-
coln Land Community College 
and the Springfield Art Asso-
ciation, she discovered a love 
for pastel painting. 

“Children in action are my fa-
vorite subjects,” she says. “I 
also do a lot of landscapes.” 

In her later years, Hazen and 
her husband, Roland, traveled 
to far off places such as Japan, 
New Zealand, and numerous 
destinations across Europe. 
Rather than merely snap pho-
tos from her travels, Hazen 
stopped to paint the most 
memorable sights along the 
way. She says, “When Roland 
and I traveled, we painted on 
location.” She has painted over 
25 scenes from her world trav-
els. 

Another talent emerged early 
in her 84th year. When asked 
what sparked her newfound 
interest in writing, she says, “I 
always enjoyed writing essays 
in school. I used to say if I lived long 
enough, I wanted writing to be my 
third career.” 

Hazen launched into a world of writ-
ing with as much passion as she exert-
ed for music and painting. 

She only began writing in the fall of 
2017, and within six months, has pro-
duced a book-length work. She says, 
“Once I started writing, it just flowed. 

There were words in my head day and 
night.”

What began as a collection of stories 
to appease her children who “began to 
ask me to tell the stories of the family” 

became a monumental memoir 
including 100,000 words and 521 
photographs. 

Her daughter, Lynn Folse Attig, spent 
twenty-two years working as 
a writer, and encouraged her 
mother to publish the memoir. 
Lynn appointed Raconteur 
Story Writing Services to 
help with the publication 
process. This catalyzed Hazen 
to conclude her story. She 
laughs, saying, “I could have 
kept going and going, but my 
husband said, ‘If you don’t quit, 
it [the book] will be too heavy 
to hold.’”

She plans to gift the life story 
book to her family and friends 
at her 85th birthday party this 
July. “My hope is that it [the 
book] will be of historical 
interest.” She also says that she 
hopes that “in the future, they 
[my family] will know what life 
was like now.” 

When reviewing a lifetime 
overflowing with creativity, 
Hazen says she is most 
thankful for the way “these 
art forms have enriched my 
life and allowed me to express 
myself.” She says that thanks 

to music, painting, and writing, “I feel 
very fulfilled.” 

Written by family heirloom 
biographer Olivia Savoie of  

Raconteur Story Writing Services.  
raconteurwriting.com



32

Sp
ri

n
g

fi
el

d
 S

ce
n

e 
M

ag
az

in
e 

   
20

18
 is

su
e 

4 
V

o
lu

m
e 

14
Illinois Symphony Orchestra

Photos by Juli Pennell

Phyllis Cheaney hosted a private party at the Wardrobe in the Gables on May 31.  
Proceeds of the event benefitted the Illinois Symphony Orchestra.  

Private Fundraiser at the Wardrobe

Barb Drake and Isabella Giacomini Barbara Lestikow and Sharon DeLaby

Beth Wakefield, Kim Dixon and Phyllis Cheaney

Chris Schmitt and Carolyn Houston Marilyn Schafer and Bobbie Lipsky

Monica Davis, Barbara Payne and Jodi Bonnett

Trevor and Liz Orthmann
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The Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln held their annual scholarship award program at Memorial 
Medical Center’s Department of Innovation and Technology Center at 423 Miller Street in Springfield on May 29.  

The Foundation awarded more than $165,000 in scholarships.  The Community Foundation scholarship program passed 
the $1 million milestone in scholarships awarded, as 88 scholarships and scholarship renewals were awarded in 2018.

Alisa and Sophia Orellana Ana Gonzalo and Feliz Cabrera Bruce Thompson and Kenyatta Revelle Jamie Behrends and Julie Hale-Miller

John Stremsterfer and Harry Berman

Kimberly Eck, Cindy Lamar and Rachel Pennell

Michelle and Joe Crifasi Mike O’Brien and JR Earley

Nora Lauer, Donna Povse and Carolyn Blackwell Rachel Pennell and Ray Roland

Sharon Hopson and Deontrae Shannon Sophia and Melissa Roth Ximena Morales and Guadalupe Lugo

Community Foundation - Land of Lincoln
Photos by Juli Pennell

Annual Scholarship Awards
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10th Annual Butterfly Release
Simmon's Cancer Institute

Photos by Juli Pennell

The 10th annual Butterfly Release took place at the Simmons Cancer Institute’s (SCI) Thomas Garden of Hope with 
founder Evelyn Brandt Thomas overseeing the event on June 16.    One Monarch butterfly was released for each 

donation in memory of victims or in celebration of survivors of cancer.  Sponsorships benefit the continued cancer 
research through SCI and stay within the region.

Ann Bell, Evelyn Brandt Thomas, Shirley Theilen and Betty Jo Roberts

Carl, James and Lisa Weitzel Peggy, Ray, Bryen and Jayde Johnson

Rachel, Patrick and Charlotte Miller

Sarah and Ryan Majcina with children Claire, Graham, Jack and Ellie

Monarch Butterflies
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Experienced     Comprehensive     Trusted

●●
●

Douglas L. Skinner, MBA, CFP
James D. Copper, CLU, CFP
Ryan J. Ehmen, CPA, PFS

Melanie Lesko

Carol Green and Cheryl TenEyck.jpg

Mary Parsons and Annie Aschenbrenner

Michelle Banfield and Terry Harris

Peggy Johnson and Cindy Davidsmeyer

http://scewealth.com/
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Mardi Gras in May
Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Photos by Juli Pennell

The Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence celebrated Mardi Gras in May featuring New Orleans’ music icon 
Charmaine Neville at Erin’s Pavilion on May 11.   The event supports ICADV training, technical assistance and advo-

cacy for members with local agencies providing emergency services to victims of domestic violence and their children. 

Bob and Sandy Schanzle and Amy and Tom Dhermy

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos and 
Charmaine Neville

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos, Vicki Smith, DeeDee Hall, Kim Lawrence, Susan Shea, Julie Davis, Carole Walton, Ellen Schanzle and Anna Koeppel

Don and Carole Walton, Dr. PJ and Grace 
Nanavati

Ellen & Judge Tom Schanzle-Haskins

Jim Gilchrist, Maria DelBeccaro, Judy and Alan 
Murphy

Judge Tom Schanzle-Haskins and 
John Milhiser

Kelsey & Kaylan Beard

Nancy Weichert, Arlin Peebles and Emily Sabo

Susan Wood, Marcia Wherry, Cheryl Wycoff and 
Nancy King
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3040 LINDBERGH BLVD 
SPRINGFIELD, IL | 62704
FITNESSFORALLINC.COM

      217.546.8118

A bigger & better Springfield location means more
options in our already extensive line of workout equipment
for fitness and fun! 

Honored to be ranked top 50 
in the nation for urology care. 

Born with an enlarged right kidney, Mason required 
advanced urological care. The urology team at OSF 
HealthCare Children’s Hospital of Illinois diagnosed 
and treated his condition, allowing Mason to have two 
healthy kidneys today. 

Discover more about Mason’s story at 
childrenshospitalofillinois.org/mason.

https://fitnessforallinc.com/
childrenshospitalofillinois.org/mason
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The annual genH Kids Savor Soiree was held June 24 at Erin’s Pavilion in SouthWinds Park in Springfield.  The fund-
raising affair paired junior kid chefs with professional chefs for a ‘Hungry Games’ tributes competition.  Proceeds 

of the event benefitted genH Kids to help meet their mission of creating a generation of health kids through education, 
empowerment, improved nourishment and increased physical activity.  

Barbara and Barry Seidman

Brenda Magro, Matt Myers, Jay and Susan Boor Chinmay Someshwar, Dr. Prasanta Bhamidipati, Ketki Arya, Dr. Nisha Rizvi, Dr. Manasi Hulyalkar and 
Dr. Prashant Jagtap

David and Jenni Manning and Susan Boor

Dr. Craig and Patti Backs

Dr. Eli Goodman, Dr. Kemia Sarraf and Alderman 
Herman Senor

Dr. Wendi Wills El-Amin and Chef 
Denise Perry

Evelyn Brandt Thomas, Lisa GoldbergBelle and 
Ann Charland

Holly and Darron Worth, Jenni Manning and 
Melissa Vorreyer

Larissa Hansen, Sonya Jones, Kayla Morrison and 
Vasanta Mushunuri

Mike Wilbern and Dr. Raj 
Govindaiah

Paul and Kira Scherschel, Alisha Williams and 
Traci Marlow

Savor Soiree
genH Kids

Photos by Juli Pennell
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Iron Chef Gala
Ball-Chatham Educational Foundation

Photos by Bill Stokes

This elegant evening was held at the Crowne Plaza May 11th.  It began with cocktails and small plate samplings cre-
ated by the six Iron Chefs. The Chefs played up their culinary skills as they demonstrated how they prepared their 

samplings.  Attendees & Judges voted for their favorite and Chef Justin Richardson of VELE is this year's "Iron Chef".  
Proceeds went to the Ball-Chatham Education Foundation. 

Vasanta Mushunuri, Shannon Mathis, Stephanie IrbyTom & Julie McAllister, Betsy & Tim Schroeder Jason & Amanda Shull, Anna & Chris Hruby

Paul & Kira Scherschel Travis & Laura Davis Alicia & Nathan Joos Casie Burk Jones and Marcie Goldberg

James Bridgewater, Nadia Gronkowski, Sarabeth Ayers Mark & Julie Staley, Paul Turner Casey Copeland, Chris & Michelle Noonan

Ignacio & Jill Loureiro Tom & Jesecca Titone Patty & Tim Knepler Eric Broughton & Jess Powell
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Kentucky Derby Party

St. Jude's Children's Hospital
Photos by  

Rick Davison and Julie Staley

The St. Jude Kentucky Derby Party benefiting St. Jude's Children's Hospital was held on May 5th at Panther Creek 
Country Club. The main event included hors d’oeuvres, silent and live auctions as well as live entertainment.  A big 

screen TV was projecting the race at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky.  On hand to keep the evening going was 
Julie Staley who also presented information about the importance of supporting St. Jude's Children's Hospital.

Julie Staley was the MC for event. Sara Cunningham and Alexa shared their story, Sara Cunningham, Alexa and Julie Staley

Patty Crouch and Andrea Danner Destiny Renfro, Lala Camille, Bekah Abbott, Simone White, Julie Staley

Watching the Kentucky Derby has everyone in anticipation!

Andrea Danner & Rick DavisonAndrea & Daniel KuntziNick Rapps & Andrea Danner

Sharmin Doering, Pat Cook, April Smith and 
 Anna Danner
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Forget-Me-Not Gala
SAINT JOSEPH'S HOME OF SPRINGFIELD 

Photos by Peggi Trees

The Forget-Me-Not Gala was held on April 8.  Proceeds of the event went to the Continuing Care Fund for residents 
who can no longer bear the cost of their stay.  St. Joseph’s Home is a full-service residence. They offer three levels of 

care:  Sheltered, Intermediate, and Memory. 

Barb Smith and Megan Saxsma

Bill DeCroix and Sr Mary Elaine 
Haertjens

Bob and Carrie SantosDave & Carle Ficke

Martha Havey, Libby Glidner, and Sue Flynn

Mike & Misty Buscher

Peter & Lacey Grimnade

Tim & Patti Dunham

Bob & Sarah Bunn Mike and Nancy Rockford

Richard and Peggy Fix

Patti Dunham, Nancy Rockford, Rosie Camille, 
and Bev Connolly

Richard E. Fix, Jr., Robert Fix, Patty & Troy Greene

Sr. M. Lenore, Sr. Marion, Sr Mary 
Elaine, Sr. Diane Marie

Sr. Kathleen Ann, Sr. Linda, Sr. Mary 
Elaine,  Sr. Diane Marie
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Lutheran High School

Carol and Reverend Radtke Carol and Tim Luka Earl Fowler, Angie Peifer, Delores Fowler Emili Pezall and Traci Pezall

Glenn Rollins, Sue Rollins, Deb Rodenburg Joyce Nardulli, Craig Haynes, Steve Nardulli Katie Schuermann, Kevin Schultz, and Rev. Schuermann

Keri Rodenburg, Teresa Wildes, Sue Rohe Nancy Fuchs, Terry Phelan, and Betty Kochmann

Pam & Bill Kammerlohr Pam Springer and Shirley Springer Rachel Koopman and Karen Bade Rev. Aaron Hauser and Aly Hauser

Will Acton, Debbie Krick, Kathy Acton, Larry Acton

Photos by Tabitha Bock

Lutheran High School's 29th Annual Dinner Auction was held on Friday April 13th at the Northfield 
Center. There was a live and silent auction, proceeds of which benefited the education of the students 

at Lutheran High School. 

Cruise With Us Dinner Auction
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The Community Foundation for the Land of Lincoln hosted the Young Philanthropists Annual Kick-Off event at the Memorial 
Center for Learning and Innovation on June 5.  The Kick-Off event is intended to recruit newcomers to YP and share their vision 
of creating greater community impact through charitable and strategic giving, and inspiring others. Since YP was founded in 2006, 
more than $79,000 has been awarded to help local children and youth programs. 

Andrew and Christine Novaria John Stremsterfer and Richard Sgro Katherine and Ryan Cadagin Lara Donovan and Jesse Booth

Megan Nelson Stacy Reed, Jenna and 
Ryan Davlin

Micah Roderick and Ryan Croke Molly Berendt and Betsy Weidner Shane and Maggie Adkins

Young Philanthropists

The former U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, James Kenny spoke at the WSEC Ambassador Series held at the Sangamo 
Club on May 30th.  At this event Jerry Grubel took an opportunity to honor the late HD Smith, and give thanks to 

his family, particularly his sons Chris and Dale for their support to WSEC.

Ambassador Kenny answering audience questions Bill Castor, Pat & Ike Ryan Bill McCarty, Ed Strong, Jerry Grubel

 Ambassador James Kenny and  
Judge Pete Cavanaugh

Jerry Grubel and Ambassador James 
Kenny

Susan Koch, Jeff Lorber Tom Turpin, Nancy Hahn and 
Ambassador James Kenny

WSEC Ambassador Series

Photos by Juli Pennell

Photos by Bill Stokes
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An exciting new art exhibit entitled 
“In Black and White: Art Meets 

Writing” recently opened at the SAA 
Collective, located in the H.D. Smith 
Gallery at the Hoogland Center for 
the Arts.  An art gallery is usually a 
place that explodes with color, but this 
collaborative exhibition showcases 
artwork that is exclusively black and 
white, by artists from all around the 

world. And as an added artistic bonus, 
the exhibition also includes creative 
writing inspired by the different pieces 
of artwork.

A panel of judges pored over 300 sub-
missions to pick the 35 pieces of black 
and white artwork by 30 artists that 
comprise the exhibition. According to 
Gallery Director Corrin McWhirter, 
the works fall into one of two cate-

In Black and White: Art Meets Writing at the SAA Collective

gories: a creative use of the restricted 
color palette, or a strong narrative el-
ement. The exhibition features works 
by artists from right here in Spring-
field to as far away as the Netherlands.

“This concept was very attractive,” ex-
plained McWhirter. “The possibility 
of seeing their work interpreted by a 
writer is something artists don’t often 
get. It can be an inspiration for future 
work.”

By Gus Gordon
Brodsky, David - Shopping Mall
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In addition to the paintings and sculptures includ-
ed in the exhibit, over a dozen writers created piec-
es inspired by the visual or conceptual elements 
of the artwork. “We continue to seek exhibitions 
and collaborations that foster interactions be-
tween various disciplines,” remarked McWhirter. 
“Through collaboration, we are able to open doors 
and provide new insight into the art world.”

“In Black and White: Art Meets Writing” will be 
on display from August 3rd through the 30th. On 
August 30th, the last night of the showing, the 
SAA Collective will host a Night Gallery event 
from 7 – 9 p.m.

“The Night Gallery is such a wonderful experience 
and was some of the inspiration of this exhibition’s 
concept,” said McWhirter. “This will be our third 
version of this program. Musician Eric Rodgers 
will set the atmosphere as we turn down the gal-
lery lights and provide visitors with lanterns to ex-
plore the space in a whole new light.” Writers from 
the “In Black and White” exhibition will also be on 
hand to perform live readings of their art-inspired 
prose.

Exhibiting artists include Kristina Aas (Norway), 
Gwen Arkin (Hawaii), Alexis Avlamis (Greece), 
Pamela Benham (California), Karen Bennett 
(Colorado), David Brodsky (Illinois), Jerry Cagle 

Avlamis, Alexis - The Rock

Bennett, Karen - Turmoil of Waiting
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(Arizona), Betsy Dollar (Illinois), Mi-
chael Faris (Missouri), Teresa Foster 
(Texas), Sarah Heyward (California), 
Erin Hoffman (Pennsylvania), Olivia 
Hunter (New York), Dong Kyu Kim 
(New Jersey), Clive Knights (Oregon), 
Alexis Kurtsman (Pennsylvania), Jade 
Lowder (Montana), Forrest Matsu-
zawa Jove (Illinois), Corrin Smithson 
McWhirter (Illinois), Christine Mill-
er (Wisconsin), Barbara Murak (New 

York), Katherine Pippin Pauley (Illi-
nois), Joy Ray (Hawaii), Marc Schimsky 
(Pennsylvania), Todd Shanafelt (Min-
nesota), Earle Smith (South Carolina), 
Jacomijn Steen (Netherlands), Brad 
Venable (Indiana), Roger Walkup 
(Maryland), and Bernie White Hatch-
er (Illinois) 

Writers include James Bockmi-
er (Illinois), Thea Chesley (Illinois), 

Dollar, Betsy - Deep HoleSmith, Earle - Carp

Annemarie Coffey (New York), Scott 
Faingold (Illinois), Samantha Helm (Il-
linois), Elizabeth Huck (Illinois), Clive 
Knights (Oregon), Katherine Pippin 
Pauley (Illinois), Will Redwood (Illi-
nois), Mark Russillo (Illinois), Craig 
Marshall Smith (Colorado), Jeff Wil-
liams (Illinois), and Penny Zimmer-
man-Wills (Illinois)
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Murak, Barbara - Ripple Effect 

The exhibition is free and open to the public on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 12 – 
7 p.m. at the SAA Collective H.D. Smith Gallery 
at the Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 South 
Sixth Street, Springfield. For more information, 

go to springfieldart.org/collective.html.Faris, Michael - Pick One

Foster, Teresa - Elmo and Zelta



The Home of Laura and Gabriel Sanders
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https://thegablesofspringfield.com/
https://www.homes.com/real-estate-agents/cindy-grady/id-42768002/
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UNDERFANGER MOVING & STORAGE, INC.

∙ 85 Years as a Mayflower Agent
∙ 36 Years of Ownership
∙ 130 Years in Business
ICC NO. MC-2934
ILL CC 2934-MC

3601 W. Mayflower Blvd
Springfield, IL 62711

217.546.1711
800.225.3597

www.underfanger.com

S e r v i n g  S a n g a m o n  C o u n t y  S i n c e  1 8 7 7

M o r t g a g e
L e n d i n g

C o m m e r c i a l
L e n d i n g

D e p o s i t
A c c o u n t s

Warren-Boynton
State Bank Established in 1877

Springfield
3030 Spring Mill Drive
Springfield, IL 62704

Phone: 217-787-0430
Fax: 217-787-0450

New Berlin
702 W. Illinois St. P.O. Box 19

New Berlin, IL 62670-0019
Phone: 217-488-6091

Fax: 217-488-6216

Modesto
201 East State Street

Modesto, IL 62667
Phone: 217-439-7267

Fax: 217-439-5278

www.wbsb.com
wbsb@wbsb.com
NMLS # 410615

Palmyra
332 North Main Street

Palmyra, IL 62674
Phone: 217-436-2411
Fax: 217-436-2536

https://www.wbsb.net/
http://underfanger.com/
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http://www.hillierstg.com/
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http://designer-landscapes.com/
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http://lambertcustompools.com/
https://www.pleasant-nursery.com/
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S OL AR ENER GY MA DE  E A S Y -  A rticle  6  of  6

By Michelle Knox, President, WindSolarUSA, Inc.

Habitat for humanity homes  
"go Solar"  in 2018

Sangamon County Habitat for 
Humanity’s House #108, built via 

the 1000 Women Strong Program, 
is the first of four homes that will be 
“solarized” this year by a partnership 
forged between WindSolarUSA, Inc. 
(WSUSA) and Sangamon County 
Habitat for Humanity.  Proud 
homeowner, Sharrell Johnson 
and her sons, Rashad and 
Christian, will be moving in to 
their new home located at 106 
South Glenwood later this week.

Many partners came together 
to help make the vision of all 
four Habitat homes to “Go 
Solar” happen.  Richard Henes, 
of Werner Electric, helped to 
organize donations from Unirac, 
an American-made racking 
company out of Albequerque, 
NM, and Fronius, an inverter 
manufacturer.  Both companies 
donated racking and inverters 
for all four 2018 homes.

Prior to installation, and as a 
requirement for permitting, 
David Parker of MMLP, Ltd., 
prepared and submitted to the 
city a structural evaluation of the 
existing newly built roof advising 
of updates that are needed to 
be able to ensure that the roof 
is “beefed up” to support the 
additional weight load added for 
the solar system, free of charge.  
Installation services were 
donated by WSUSA’s partners, 
Lock Family Construction for the 
construction side of the project 
(structural updates, mounting of 
rails and modules) and Senergy 
Electric for the electrical side 
(installation of inverter, running 
of conduit from the roof to the 
inverter and commissioning of 
the inverter that converts the 
direct current power generated by the 
modules on the roof to alternating 
current that is used when we “plug in”).

Modules for this home were donated 
by WSUSA and SolarTech Universal 
(STU) employees.  The (8) American-
made SolarTech Univeral modules 

used are 285 watts each making total 
system size 2.28kW, which should 
offset over 25% of the Johnson’s 
consumption at their new home.  
These monocrystalline modules are 
manufactured at STU’s facility located 
in Riviera Beach, FL by local people 
that were hired and trained to be 

manufacturing technicians.

Total cost for all four projects planned 
for 2018, without donations, would 
have been around $29,000 installed, 
including structural engineering.  
However, due to the donations that 
were secured, all four houses will end 
up being installed for $3,600, which 

is still being raised to cover module 
costs for the next three houses on the 
schedule.

WindSolarUSA has launched a 
“GoFundMe” Campaign, on behalf 
of Sangamon County Habitat for 
Humanity, to raise the $3,600 needed 

to cover the wholesale cost of 
the modules for the next three 
homes.  So far, $325 has been 
raised towards that goal, leaving 
a balance still needed of $3,275.  
If you are interested in helping 
to “solarize” the remaining three 
homes, please go to:

https://www.gofundme.com/
sangamoncohabitatforhumanity

What’s up next?  The Methodist 
Build!  This house, sponsored by 
the Methodist congregations, 
is already underway in terms of 
fundraising and construction 
should start soon.

WindSolarUSA is proud to 
be able to offer, along with its 
partners, solar energy to the 
Habitat families.  These solar 
systems are not only providing 
an offset of energy consumption 
and utility savings for the family 
that occupies the home, but also 
education to the homeowners, 
those that are involved with the 
builds, and the community at 
large thanks to opportunities to 
write/promote the projects via 
articles like this.  

This is the last article in the 
series of six that I have written 
for Springfield Scene Magazine.  
Thank you to SSM’s Publisher, 
Bill Stokes, for affording me the 
opportunity to offer information 
about solar energy to the 

community via these informational 
offerings.  Go Solar Springfield…
Illinois…the United States…and the 
world…it’s just one way that each of us 
can do something to work towards a 
cleaner environment and planet!

Sharrell Johnson and her sons, 
Rashad and Christian in their 
new Habitat for Humanity 
home.

Installed Solar Panels

Read this and previous articles at  
http://www.ss-mag.com/online/solar-in-springfield/



61

Sprin
g

field
 Scen

e M
ag

azin
e    2018 issue 4 V

o
lum

e 14

In Business Since 2008
Certified Site Assessor
American-made Modules
Registered Female-Owned
75+ Installations in Illinois

Offering:
Solar Panel Systems
Solar Pool Heating
Group Pricing Options

Phone No: (217) 825-4206 
Email: info@windsolarusa.com http://windsolarusa.com

·

··
··

·
··
·

Office located downtown Springfield (this picture is our rooftop)

Habitat for humanity homes  
"go Solar"  in 2018

At Town and Country, we’re committed to investing in our 

community. That’s why we’ve partnered with WindSolarUSA 

to provide financing options to individuals, businesses, 

municipalities and rural agricultural producers who want to 

use clean energy.

Clean Financing.

TownandCountryBank.com

For more  
information, call  
Joel Oschwald at  
217-321-3426.

Sharrell Johnson and Deneen Pajeau, 1000 Women Strong-Habitat San-
gamon member and build volunteer, installed siding side-by-side

Jumping in to get the job completed, Kara Blan-
kenship, WindSolarUSA, and Jordan Chapman, 

HFHSC Intern, unload the solar panels.
Brian Rachford, of Senergy Electric, carries a 

module solo up the sidewalk from his van.

Jon Lock, of Lock Family Construction, receives a 
module to start creating the roof array.

Electrician, Brian Rachford, works 
to do the electrical portion of the 

install from the outside in.

Richard Henes, of Werner Electric, 
prepare to lift the next module to 

the install team on the roof.

http://www.windsolarusa.com/
https://www.townandcountrybank.com
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need pit stops, too. Find a rest stop 
that has a grassy area for them to ex-
pel some energy and take care of their 
business. Be sure to keep your pets on 
leashes to keep them from roaming 
freely in unfamiliar places. If you’re 
stopping overnight, don’t forget to call 
ahead to make sure your accommoda-
tions are pet friendly.

Keep your pet comfortable. Bring a 
few of your pet’s favorite things along 
for the ride to surround them with fa-

miliar smells. Whether it’s your dog’s 
bed and rope toy or your cat’s crunchy 
TEMPTATIONS™ Treats, packing a 
few favorites can easily make anywhere 
feel like home. If it’s your pet’s first road 
trip, try some pre-travel road trip trai-
ning by taking him on more frequent 
car rides. It’ll help him become accli-
mated to riding along so he’ll be more 
comfortable for the longer trip.

Check your pet’s ID. Before embarking 
on a trip, make sure your pet’s nametag 
is secured to their collar and the infor-

PetScene

TIPS FOR SAFE SUMMER TRAVEL WITH PETS
(Family Features) With warmer we-
ather, people often spend more time 
on summer trips with family. These 
trips can be more enjoyable when your 
four-legged friends tag along, but it can 
be less of a vacation if your pets are un-
comfortable on the road.

“Taking pets out of their homes can 
induce stress on both the pets and 
the owners, so it’s important to keep 
them comfortable and safe while tra-
veling,” said Jessa Paschke, behavior 
and training specialist at Mars Petcare. 
“Surrounding them with some of their 
favorite things from home can help 
reduce any anxiety and keep your pet 
happy anywhere you go.”

Keep these tips in mind when taking 
your pet on a summer road trip:

See your vet before you go. Be sure to 
visit your veterinarian prior to taking 
off. Especially when traveling with 
an older pet, your vet can do a quick 
check-up to help identify any potential 
issues that could arise while traveling. 
If you’re crossing state lines, you also 
may need to get a health certificate for 
your pet.

Find pet-friendly stops along the rou-
te. Long drives often require frequent 
stops, but don’t forget that your pets 

mation is up-to-date. Also be sure your 
pet is microchipped. In the event your 
furry friend gets lost, it’s one of the best 
ways to locate him or her. You can take 
safety one step further by adding a GPS 
tracker to the collar, like the WHIST-
LE™ Pet Tracker. This handy device can 
alert your phone if your pet strays too 
far.

Avoid Bad Breath. When the family is 
crammed into a car, pet breath can put 
a damper on your drive. Oral health 
products such as GREENIES™ Den-
tal Treats for dogs and cats and PE-
DIGREE® DENTASTIX™ Treats for 
dogs promote fresh breath and clean 
teeth. With a clean mouth and fresh 
breath, your family can get “road trip 
close” with your pet and share endless 
hugs and kisses on the road this sum-
mer.

“Pets are involved in all aspects of our 
lives, including vacations,” Paschke 
said. “Help your fur-family stay healthy, 
happy and comfortable when traveling 
by keeping these simple tips in mind 
before your next road trip.”

For more information on ways to treat 
your pets this summer, visit Greenies.
com and Pedigree.com for your pups 
and TemptationsTreats.com for your 
feline friends.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

...the WHISTLE™ Pet 
Tracker. This handy device 

can alert your phone if 
your pet strays too far.



63

Sprin
g

field
 Scen

e M
ag

azin
e    2018 issue 4 V

o
lum

e 14

Before embarking on a trip, make sure your pet’s nametag is 
secured to their collar and the information is up-to-date.

http://www.capitolillinivet.com/
http://springfieldmoms.org/
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AroundTown

70th Anniversary Celebration
Photos by Bill Stokes

Sandy (Saputo) Coffey, Charlie Salvo and Mike Coffey Sr. Ald. Jim Donelan, Ald. Kristin DiCenso, Mayor Jim Langfelder with Proclamation,  
Sandy, Mike Sr & Mike Jr. Coffey

Katie Rutledge, Missy Broeker, Dr. Erin Stone, Lori and Mike Coffey Jr. Front: Mary Beth Farmer, Sarah Pratt, Maureen Farmer, Sandy & Terry Farmer; 
Back:  Dave Farmer and John Farmer

Patti Williamson and Joe Rupnick Mayor Jim Langfelder, Lori Coffey and  
State Rep. C. D. Davidsmeyer

Sandy (Saputo) Coffey being interviewed by  
Sam Madonia & Tim Schweizer from WFMB 1450

Steve Myers and Corky Joyner Charlie Salvo, Claudio Pecori, Beaver Schwartz, 
George Dresch

Jack Campbell, Neil Williamsons, Dave Keil

Saputo's Italian Restaurant celebrated it's 70th year in business on April 27th.  Mayor Langfelder was there to present a proclamation honoring Sauputo's as a 
Springfield tradition for family dining for 4 generations.  It was well attended by patron's who love the southern Italian cuisine served at this restaurant icon at 

Monroe and 8th Street which is owned an operated by the Coffey family.



Springfield Scenes From Our Past

Crisscrossing Arches were 
constructed in 1899 for 
the annual carnival held 
in downtown Springfield 
during State Fair time.  The 
arches stood at each corner 
of the Old State Capitol. By 
1921 the arches had been 
removed.

The Dome Building from the 1893 Chicago World’s 
Columbian Exposition was dismantled and 
reconstructed at the State Fairgrounds across the 
street from the Exposition Building.  In 1917 fire 
destroyed the wooden structure and it was said 
the crash of the glass was heard for many 
blocks. Bricks were used to build the 
Conservation Building the next year.



Something as serious as a stroke can have potentially life-changing implications. That’s why 

ensuring you receive the most advanced and capable care matters. And at Memorial, we’re 

the only Comprehensive Stroke Center in the area equipped with the facilities and specialized 

stroke response team to ensure you’re given the best care to help you return home. To learn 

more, visit MemorialMedical.com/Stroke.

The where for stroke care.

ALL THE EXPERTISE TO  
HELP YOU GET BACK HOME.

https://www.memorialmedical.com/stroke



