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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What time should we arrive for Homeschool Day? 
This is an open house format where homeschool families can visit the Museum’s galleries, as 
well as participate in a scheduled hands-on SPY student workshop in our 2nd floor space. 
Participants can arrive anytime between 9AM-2PM, although the last student workshop will 
occur at 2PM.  Workshops must be chosen (1 per student) when registering.  
 
What does my $14 ticket include? 
Each ticket includes admission to the Museum (typically $22.95 for adults / $14.95 for children), 
a Spy Guide Worksheet to explore the Museum, and 1 hands-on workshop (pre-registration 
required). Please see event schedule to learn more about the workshops. Although the event 
ends at 3PM, participants are welcome to explore the Museum exhibits until closing at 7PM.   
 
What are the expectations for adult participation? Do I need to stay with my child(ren)? 
When in the Museum galleries, adults are expected to stay with their children at all times. For 
the workshops, parents are welcome and encouraged to stay with their child(ren). However, if 
you would like to drop your child(ren) off at the workshop or if you have additional children 
that are not able to participate in the workshop (ex. due to age) then all children must be 
picked-up at the end of the workshop.  
 
Can I bring my younger child(ren) to Homeschool Day (ages 6 and younger)? 
Sure! However please be prepared to stay with them throughout your visit. Children ages 6 and 
under do not need to have a ticket for Homeschool Day and receive free Museum admission. 
 
An un-manned coat check room is available for stroller storage. There will be a Junior Agents 
Room on the 2nd Floor (next to the workshop space) where we will have coloring pages and 
similar activities suitable for younger children (parents must stay with their young children 
here). 
 
My child has physical and/or academic special needs.  What is the best procedure to include 
him/her in the program?   
The Museum’s workshops are designed to accommodate a variety of ages and levels as well as 
learning styles. After registering, please email educators@spymuseum.org to let us 
know your child’s needs and how our Museum Educators can best accommodate them.   
 
 

mailto:educators@spymuseum.org
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How do I know which workshops are appropriate for my child? 
Please review the workshop descriptions below. We require that students participating in the 
workshop fall within the grade guidelines for each workshop.  
 
Operation Code Cracker workshop (Grades 4-6 | 45 min. | 10AM – 10:45AM) 
 
There's a mole in the operation. Black Ops has collected evidence from a suspect's apartment. 
Can you decipher secret messages to reveal important intel.? Supporting critical thinking, 
analysis, and problem solving skills, this workshop demonstrates how codes and ciphers 
function in the shadow-world of espionage. (Download optional pre-visit packet here.) 
 
Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation (Grades 7-12 |1 hour | 11AM – 12PM) 
Do you have what it takes to avert a nuclear catastrophe? This simulation places you in the role 
of a CIA intelligence analyst in October 1962. By analyzing declassified primary documents and 
surveillance photos from U-2 spy planes, you will advise President Kennedy of the "ground 
truth" at each stage of the Crisis. Can sources be trusted? The outcome is in your hands. 
(Download optional pre-visit packet here.) 
 
Spy Science: Operation STEM workshop (Grades 4-6 | 45 min. | 1PM – 1:45PM) 
"Tech Ops...come in Tech Ops." A field agent is in trouble and needs help. You are Technical 
Operations Officers (Tech Ops) supporting an agent in her secret mission. First, with basic 
electronics, everyday objects, and some creativity, you are challenged to create a signaling 
device. Then, you must decrypt a secret message and finally devise an exfiltration plan using 
geospatial analysis. 
 
Forensics of Espionage workshop (Grades 7-12 | 60 min. | 2PM – 3PM) 
Students become forensic scientists in this case-based scenario workshop. Using real FBI 
forensic equipment and tools, students will examine evidence, make recommendations, and 
use the scientific method to attempt to determine the identity of a double agent. 
 
How can I prepare my child(ren) for their Spy Museum experience? 
We’ve developed a special publication (Spy for a Day guide) that gives pre-visit, onsite 
worksheets, and post visit activities. Click here to download.  
 
For the Operation Code Cracker workshop, participants can download the optional pre-visit 
material here. For the Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation, optional pre-visit materials are available 
here.   
 
 
 

http://spy-museum.s3.amazonaws.com/files/operation-code-cracker-pre-visit-materials.pdf
http://spy-museum.s3.amazonaws.com/files/min-by-min.pdf
http://spy-museum.s3.amazonaws.com/files/spyforaday.pdf
http://spy-museum.s3.amazonaws.com/files/operation-code-cracker-pre-visit-materials.pdf
http://spy-museum.s3.amazonaws.com/files/min-by-min.pdf
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How large are the student workshops? 
Each workshop has a capacity of 50 students (with Forensics of Espionage at 40 students). 
There will be space for accompanying adults. 
 
How do I sign my child(ren) up for a workshop?  
Please sign your child(ren) up for only 1 workshop when purchasing your Homeschool Day 
ticket so that all attendees can participate in one. Advance registration is required. 1 workshop 
is included in the price of the Homeschool Day ticket. Please note that parents DO NOT need to 
register for the workshop and can attend with their child(ren). 
 
Where do I check-in for a workshop? 
Check-in will begin in the lower-level of our Special Events space (located on the 2nd floor) 15 
minutes prior to the start of each workshop.   
 
Do I need to bring anything with me to Homeschool Day? 
Just a sense of adventure!  
 
Is there a space in the Museum where we can eat lunch? 
There is limited space available if you would like to eat lunch while attending Homeschool Day.  
Please bring a disposable, bagged lunch (no nuts please). You will be able to eat your lunch 
between 12-12:45PM in our Special Events space.   
 
You are also welcome to leave the Museum to eat lunch and return to the Museum for more 
exploring/activities. There is a very nice indoor courtyard across the street at the National 
Portrait Gallery and you can bring outside food to eat there as well.  
 
Can I purchase food at the Museum? 
Unfortunately, SPY does not have/offer any food options onsite.  However, there are a number 
of restaurants and food trucks within a couple of blocks of the Museum (including Subway, 
Shake Shack, Chop’t, McDonalds, Gordon Biersch, and Potbellys).  
 
How do I get to the International Spy Museum? 
The International Spy Museum is located at 800 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004. The best 
way to get to the Museum is by taking Metro. The Museum is located 1 block from the Gallery 
Place/Chinatown Metro Station (servicing the red, green, and yellow line) and 3 blocks from the 
Metro Center Station (Servicing the red, orange, blue and silver line). For more information on 
Metro, please visit www.wmata.com. 
 
If you plan on driving to SPY, visit our driving and parking directions here 
(http://www.spymuseum.org/visit/getting-here/parking-directions/). The Museum does 

http://www.wmata.com/
http://www.spymuseum.org/visit/getting-here/parking-directions/
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not offer any parking, however, there is on-street parking on the surrounding blocks of the 
Museum. There are also a number of parking garages located within a couple of blocks for the 
Museum.  
 
What if I registered and am not longer able to attend? 
If you are no longer able to attend, please let us know by emailing educators@spymuseum.org. 
Please note that we are unable to offer any refunds for this event. 
 
If I have additional questions, who should I contact? 
Please contact Lucy Stirn at 202.654.0933 or lstirn@spymuseum.org.  

mailto:educators@spymuseum.org
mailto:lstirn@spymuseum.org
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