
What does it look like to offer 

God acceptable worship 

when He is Awesome?

Hebrews 12:28-13:9



Hebrews 12:28-13:2

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 

worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a 

consuming fire. 1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect 

to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares. 



Hebrews 13:3-6

Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 

them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 

body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the 

marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually 

immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love of  

money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I 

will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently 

say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man 

do to me?”



Hebrews 13:7-9

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of  

God. Consider the outcome of  their way of  life, and imitate 

their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and strange 

teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by 

grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to 

them.



What does it look like to offer 

God acceptable worship 

when He is Awesome?

Hebrews 12:28-13:9



I.  What does it mean to worship God 

acceptably?

– It’s not performance and rituals

– It is through love and living our faith together by 

the grace of  God



II.  What does this acceptable worship 

actually look like?

1) family love (philadelphia) – incredible 

intensity

radically intense commitment to one another

radically intense intimacy

radically shaping influence



II.  What does this acceptable worship 

actually look like?

2) openness to strangers (philoxenia) –

incredible openness

• Welcome new people wholeheartedly

• Only when you’re looking for strangers will 

you find angels

• The balance of  incredible intensity and 

incredible openness



II.  What does this acceptable worship 

actually look like?

3) strong for social justice

4) no sex outside of  marriage



III.  Where do we get the power to live 

this out as a community?

- The gospel – verses 7 & 9

Saved by radical grace and not performance or 

ritual

- “Keep your life free from love of  money, and be content with 

what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never leave you nor 

forsake you.’”



SUMMARY:

1) Let your love for one another in the family of  

God grow deeper in intensity and commitment

2) Show hospitality to strangers inviting them into 

your space

3) Care for the poor, the prisoner, the oppressed

4) Volunteer

5) Treasure the gospel


