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Showing As 
Much Jesus 
As I Can

 

Janine Beckie is a professional soccer player who plays for the 
Canadian women’s national team. A dual citizen of the United 
States and Canada, Janine was born in Colorado in the United 
States, but now lives in Canada. She was a part of the Canadian 
team that won bronze at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics, 
where she scored three goals and started all but one game.
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“[B]ut those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  —  Isaiah 40:31

15

 I had sacrificed so much to make the team that was going to the 2015 World 
Cup. I had left my home country, my family and friends, and my school early that 
year. I had spent countless hours preparing and training to compete, but along 
with one other girl, I was the last cut made from the team before the World Cup. 
From my couch, I watched the team I had been training with represent Canada in 
the World Cup.
 Though I had grown up in the Church and had given my life to Christ as a 
teenager, I was still trying to figure out what it meant to be a follower of Christ. 
I was having a hard time detaching my identity from my sport. When you spend 
so much time focused on one thing — eat, sleep, practice and do it all over again 
— it’s hard not to. On top of that, I was in a different city with no close friends or 
family. I should have relied more on God and my faith in Him during this time, but I 
didn’t. So when I was cut from the roster, I was devastated. 
 But because of my faith in Jesus Christ, I knew this wasn’t the end of the 
road; that wasn’t how my story would be written. I see now that God had another 
opportunity for me. The following year I made the team that represented Canada 
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, where we won bronze! 
 I have been blessed with the talent I have and I work hard to be the best I can 
be. By being persistent to trust God’s process and develop the ability He’s given 
me, I’ve seen Him work in my heart and my career. 
 The biggest lesson I learned in being cut from the 2015 World Cup team was 
humility. I was raised by parents who taught me and my siblings to be humble 
athletes. I believe a big role of every Christ-follower is to look as much like Jesus 
as we can. Whenever I’m put in a situation where I have to make a decision, I try to 
ask myself, “What is the lasting impression I want to give my teammate or coach?” 
 I want others to remember me as being kind, compassionate and a great 
teammate, while also being hard-working and relentless on the field. I used to 
think those two things couldn’t coexist — taking fierce action on the field and 
being kind off the field — but I know that God gave me a competitive spirit for a 
reason. You can’t go far in sports without being competitive.
 As I grow as a player and win more trophies, my platform will continue to 
grow and more people will take notice. I want to show as much Jesus as I can to  
as many people as I can. 
 My favorite verse is Isaiah 40:31, which says, “[B]ut those who hope 
in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” I love 
this verse because it’s an important reminder for me that I’m not 
responsible to do everything out of my own strength. I can find 
my strength in Jesus. It’s a reminder that I’m a child of God — 
something we should be more aware of as His followers. When 
we can’t find the answer or don’t have enough strength, we 
can run to the Father and He will bring renewal.
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