
Srila Prabhupada was adamant that women must be protected. 
Among Gaudiya Vaishnavas, protection of the weak, includ-
ing women and children, is a guiding principle. Unfortunately, 
women are largely unprotected in kali-yuga. Sadly, most of the 
violence they face comes from family members. For untold num-
bers of women and children around the globe, the coronavirus 
pandemic has meant a twofold threat: The risk of catching a 
deadly virus coupled with the peril of being locked in confined 
spaces with increasingly violent abusers. Nearly two years after 
the pandemic began the silent suffering of millions of domestic 
violence victims goes on. International surveys point to an in-
creasingly urgent problem that disproportionately affects women.

Nearly 7 in 10 women 
said domestic violence in-
creased in their community 
since the pandemic began, 
according to a 2022 survey 
by the United Nations agency 
for gender equality. One in 
four women said they feel less 
safe at home during the pan-
demic. Unemployed women, 
left dependent on the men in 
their lives, face an increased 
risk for abuse at a time when 
women are more likely to have lost jobs and been unable to re-
gain them.

The global rise of the omicron variant, and the resultant re-
strictions of movement and economic uncertainty, are intensify-
ing the conditions that allow abuse to persist and put more strain 
on drained safety nets. Without fundamental changes to preven-
tion and support services, experts say, the same tragic scenes will 
persist when other variants develop.

Official statistics are mixed so far. In some countries, reports 
of abuse have risen during the pandemic; in others, including 
the United States, they’ve fallen. But people who work with vic-
tims say that in countries seeing fewer complaints, the numbers 
mask a darker reality. The closure of schools and day-care centers 

means teachers and social workers have been unable to identify 
and report abuse.

A growing body of evidence suggests incidents of domestic 
violence are rising as families struggle with restrictions on move-
ment and mounting economic hardship. There is precedent for 
increased abuse during health crises. During the 2014 Ebola out-
break in Africa, researchers with UNICEF and major charities 
found violence against children, rapes and teenage pregnancies 
all spiked.

“You see this in times of crisis,” said Christina Wegs, the 
global advocacy director for sexual and reproductive health and 
rights for CARE. “Abuse goes up as there are incredible strains 

on families and people are con-
fined together without choice.”

While the external causes 
of family violence are clear, 
the internal causes rarely get 
as much attention. As civilized 
people, we condemn violence 
against those outside our 
family. A man who physically 
assaults his neighbor, even in 
the midst of a dispute, is likely 
to face both social and legal 
consequences. However, many 

take the position that a man has a right to abuse his family when 
he is angry with them. Some even use our own teachings about 
the need for women to submit to their husbands to justify violent 
behavior.

This misconception is rooted in the false idea of ownership. 
The thinking goes that, while assault is illegal, hitting “my” wife 
or “my” child is not the same thing. Abusive men argue that be-
ing the head of the household gives them the right to punish 
family members anyway they see fit. Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur 
specifically rejected this perspective, writing in the Harmonist 
that marriage does not give anyone ownership over their spouse. 
In fact, he instructed that we must see each family member as 
Krishna’s property.
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Bhakti Comes from Bhakti
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, January 9, 2023
https://bit.ly/3HhUjZ3

By Giriraj Swami

When Srila Prabhupada 
was coming to America 
on the Jaladuta steam-
ship, as he was nearing 
Commonwealth Pier 
in Boston, he prayed to 
Krishna, “All living enti-
ties have come under the 
control of the illusory 
energy by Your will, and 
therefore, if You like, by 

Your will they can also be released from the clutches of illusion. 
I wish that You may deliver them. Therefore, if You so desire 
their deliverance, then only will they be able to understand 
Your message.”

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura has discussed how 
the conditioned souls get bhakti. With evidence from the 
scriptures, he proves that one cannot get bhakti by karma or 
jnana, fruitive activities or mental speculation, or by austerities, 
charity, mystic perfections, or any other pious acts. He quotes 
from Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.3.31), bhaktya sanjataya bhaktya: 
bhakti comes from bhakti. But how does bhakti come from 
bhakti? What is the actual process?

Giriraj Swami
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He says that someone may propose that one gets bhakti 
by the mercy of Krishna. But Krishna is equal to all. He is the 
supreme father of all living entities, so He must be equal to all. 
So we cannot simply say that the cause of bhakti is the mercy 
of Krishna, because Krishna would bestow bhakti equally on 
everyone, whereas practically we see that some get bhakti while 
others do not. Then Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says, “One 
could propose that one gets bhakti by the mercy of the devo-
tee.” But again one might argue that the devotee, like the Lord, 
should be equal to everyone.

Here Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says that the 
preacher, the madhyama-bhakta, by nature shows partiality or 
discretion in distributing mercy. As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam 
(11.2.46): prema-maitri-krpopeksa yah karoti sa madhyama—he 
gives his love to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, makes 
friendship with devotees, shows mercy to the innocent, and 
neglects the envious. Thus, giving mercy, specifically to the in-
nocent, is the preacher’s function. Even though, in the ultimate 
sense, a maha-bhagavata such as Srila Prabhupada sees everyone 
equally, everyone as a servant of Krishna and therefore in no 
need of mercy, when he takes the position of a preacher and 
functions as a preacher, he gives mercy to the innocent. How 
does he give the mercy? He prays to Krishna to give mercy, and 
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His Holiness Radhanatha Swami writes that because 
family members are Krishna’s property, a family leader 
must protect his wife and children on Krishna’s behalf. 
“These people are my guru’s property,” he says. “I have a 
great responsibility in my relationship with them.”

Eliminating family violence requires a change in the 
way we see our family members. When we see our spous-
es or children as people we can exploit, people whose 
purpose is to make us happy, our frustrations may lead 
us to abusive behavior. When our uncontrolled senses 
are unsatisfied, anger can erupt. When we understand 
that we are the servants of our family members, meant to 
help them advance in spiritual consciousness, tolerance, 
compassion and love become prominent. 

Understanding our relationship with Krishna, and 
through Krishna with each other, we can understand 
how to treat everyone we come in contact with. Sharing 
such knowledge with others can help to resolve this end-
less epidemic of abuse.



thus it is said that the mercy of Krishna follows the mercy of 
the devotee.

Here I have my own personal experience: I met Srila 
Prabhupada in 1969 in Boston, and I was touched by him. I felt 
that he was the spiritual master for whom I had been looking. 
About three months later, the devotees there needed another 
pujari. In those days one could be a pujari after first initiation. 
They thought, “He has been here for three months; why not 
recommend him?” So Satsvarupa Maharaja, as the temple presi-
dent, recommended me in a letter to Srila Prabhupada.

Srila Prabhupada was in Los Angeles at the time, so I sup-
pose in one sense I was actually initiated there. Srila Prabhupada 
wrote back, “Your initiated name is Giriraj. Giriraj is a name 
for Govardhana Hill, where Krishna used to tend His cows. 
Sometimes devotees take a stone from Govardhana Hill and 
worship it as Krishna. So I marked it in your person when I was 
in Boston, and I prayed to Krishna that this good soul may be 
aware of the importance of Krishna consciousness.”

What is our qualification? When I look for my qualifi-
cations, I don’t find any. Our only qualification is that Srila 
Prabhupada took compassion on us and gave us his mercy: he 
prayed to Krishna for us, just as he says in his prayer approach-
ing the Commonwealth Pier.

So, back to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura’s discus-
sion: Someone could question, “Why should Krishna listen to 
the prayers of a devotee? So many people are praying to Krishna; 
why should Krishna listen especially to a devotee? Is that not 
also partiality?” Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says that of all of 
Krishna’s qualities, the quality of being affectionate to His devo-
tees, bhakta-vatsalya, is considered the supermost, the emperor 
that conquers over all the Lord’s other qualities and reconciles 
all contradictions. So, being partial to His devotees is not a 
fault (dusanam) in Krishna, but an ornament (bhusanam)—His 
most exalted quality. He has no desire other than to please His 
devotees. Just as the devotees have no desire other than to please 
Krishna, Krishna has no desire other than to please them.

So, when a devotee such as Srila Prabhupada prays to 
Krishna to give mercy to the fallen souls, or to a particular soul, 
Krishna readily does it. He does it to please His devotee.

Years after my initiation, I found the verses that Srila 
Prabhupada paraphrased here in verses 6 and 7 of “The Prayers 
of the Personified Vedas” from Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.14). 
The personified Vedas prayed to the Lord, “The fallen souls are 
under the control of maya, and maya is under Your control. 
Therefore, if you show them Your mercy, they can be released 
from the control of maya. We pray that You kindly do so.”

The same verse was quoted by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
to Vasudeva Datta. Vasudeva Datta had prayed, “Let all the 
sinful reactions of all the living entities in the entire universe 
fall upon me,” and Lord Chaitanya became overwhelmed with 
love for Vasudeva Datta and began to tremble and weep out of 
affection for him.

Generally, we wouldn’t accept the sinful reactions of even 
one living entity. There is the famous story of Valmiki: Valmiki 
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was a thief, but he wasn’t stealing for himself; he was stealing 
for the sake of his family. Then Narada came and exposed the 
fallacy of mundane family attachment. He spoke to Valmiki’s 
wife: “Your husband is stealing for your sake, not for his sake. 
You are enjoying because he is stealing for you. Will you at least 
take some share of the sinful reactions?”

“No!” she said. “Why should I? He is the one who is doing 
the stealing, not me.”

We don’t want to take anyone’s sinful reactions. Just our 
own sinful reactions are hard enough to tolerate. Yet here 
Vasudeva Datta is saying that he will take the reactions for every 
living entity in the whole universe. We cannot even conceive of 
how much suffering he would have to undergo, but he offered, 
“Let me suffer in a hellish condition perpetually.” And he spoke 
without duplicity. Sometimes we may say things to sound 
good, to say the right thing, to sound like an advanced devotee. 
But Vasudeva Datta was serious. Thus, when Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu heard what he said, His heart melted and He told 
Vasudeva Datta, “You need not suffer their sinful reactions. 
They can be liberated by your desire alone. Krishna fulfills the 
desires of His pure devotees. So by your desire He can liberate 
them without your accepting their sinful reactions.”

Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu quoted the same verse from 
“The Prayers of the Personified Vedas”: “O Lord, kindly con-
quer the nescience of the living entities by Your grace.”

So, from one point of view, this is the secret: In his sin-
cere love and compassion, and in his intimate relationship 
with Krishna, Srila Prabhupada prayed for us, and Krishna 
reciprocated.

But again, what is the method by which we get the mercy? 
Srila Prabhupada wrote, “So I prayed to Krishna that this 
soul may be aware of the importance of Krishna conscious-
ness.” In other words, we must become aware of the value of 
Krishna consciousness and then take to the process that Srila 
Prabhupada gave us. Thus we come to the second part of Verse 
7: “If You so desire their deliverance, then only will they be able 
to understand Your message.”

Many people heard Srila Prabhupada’s message, or Krishna’s 
message, but not all developed faith in it. The beginning of 
bhakti is faith (adau sraddha). Thus, when we ask how one gets 
bhakti, we really mean how one gets sraddha, which is bhakti 
in its initial stage.

Here “faith” means faith in the words of the scriptures and 
the words of the spiritual master that glorify and explain the 
process of bhakti. Srila Prabhupada, in utter humility, prayed 
that Krishna make his words suitable, and he also prayed that 
Krishna enlighten us, or inspire us, with appreciation for His 
message. In the mood of utter surrender, Srila Prabhupada 
could see that Krishna was doing everything: Krishna was in-
spiring him to speak, and Krishna was inspiring us to appreci-
ate what he said.

—Giriraj Swami
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Possessiveness, For a Grihastha
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, January 13, 2023
https://bit.ly/3jnuRsX

By Radhanath Swami

According to the shastra, the way to counteract the very 
deeply strong tendency for possessiveness in the grihastha life is 
to give charity to the Vaishnavas and the brahmanas, to the mis-
sion of the guru. According to the shastra, the first fifty percent 
you have to give to your guru’s mission. And then whatever else 
you have, maintain, that is the ideal standard. You will never be 
possessive if you do that, because the first priority with what-
ever you get goes to Guru and Krishna. If you cannot do fifty 
percent you should aspire to come as close to that as possible. 
But that should be the first thing you do with your Laxmi or 
your wealth or whatever you have. Not that I will take care of 
my own needs and whatever little is left we’ll see. This is how 
a grihastha is supposed to be trained according to the shastra. 
Then you will not be possessive, for you should give in charity 
and you should also always be aspiring to be the humble servant 
of the servant. And it is very important that you are always look-
ing to those who are in a renounced order of life. To the degree 
the grihasthas have respect for the dignity of the brahmacharis 
and the sannyasis, to that degree they will advance properly in 
Krishna consciousness. This has always been the teaching of 
Srila Prabhupada through his books. But this is very important 
for the first class brahmacharis and grihasthas. Because although 
grihasthas might be very, very expert in whatever they do–often 
times they are very, very expert. They may be expert managers, 
expert preachers, experts at giving donations and managing af-
fairs, business, and doctors whatever. They will become proud 
and they will become possessive and they will become attached. 
Unless they have a very, very deep and high esteem for those in 
the renounced order of life and they are thinking when will I 
become like that?

And we find the great kings like Yudhisthira; who was more 
an expert grihastha than him? When Narada Muni or some 
great soul would come, he would simply bow down and say, 
“When will I become like you? You are really great, look at 
me.” Dasaratha Maharaja same thing, these are the real great 
grihasthas. They might even be better than those who are in the 
renounced order of life. Ambarish Maharaja was thinking that 
way towards Durvasa Muni. He was far more advanced than 
Durvasa Muni, but his humility was as a grihastha, that “when 
will I become like you? You are so renounced and so great.” 
So that high esteem for those in a renounced order of life is a 
very, very essential ingredient within the heart, necessary within 
the heart of the grihastha. And therefore that high esteem must 
manifest in aspiring to be the humble servant of those in the 
renounced order of life.

And as far as a brahamachari counteracting possessive-
ness, that comes by serving the other Vaishnavas. By keeping 
nothing for oneself, but being a servant. Whatever we keep we 
should understand it’s like holding on when we are trying to 
swim in the ocean, it’s like holding on to some heavy weight. 
Bhagavatam says, when one is drowning in the ocean and he 
is attached to a beautiful golden crown, it might look nice, it 
might give him pride and prestige, but it only helps him sink 
faster and deeper. 

A question is asked on how we should deal with our rela-
tives, wife, children. Possessiveness means that you are meant to 
protect them on behalf of your guru and Krishna. They are not 
yours, they are not your slaves, and they are not your servants. 
You are their servant, you may have to train them, you may 
have to discipline them but in the mood of being their servant. 
Because they are Krishna’s children and Krishna has entrusted 
them to you. But they are His sacred property. Therefore you 
must always be in a mood of being the servant of all Vaishnavas, 
all family members, everyone. Sometimes you may have to serve 
them by disciplining them, by giving them instructions, but the 
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Srila Prabhupada On Education By Example
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, January 23, 2023
https://bit.ly/3Rmp8Ah

By Indira-sakhi Devi Dasi
Srila Prabhupada stressed that character development was 

an inseparable part of education. He explained that the teach-
ers themselves should be exemplary role models to successfully 
impart Vedic knowledge to the students. 

“You are right when you say that setting a good example for the 
boys is the best precept. There is a saying that an example is better 
than a precept. Our exemplary character depends on strictly follow-
ing the four principles, and this will conquer the whole world. Our 
boys and girls in London, by their exemplary character, have drawn 
the attention of many respectable persons and even some public pa-
pers. Our movement is not only for some theoretical teaching, but 
it is for developing practical character and definite understanding.” 
(Letter to Aniruddha, Los Angeles, February 4, 1969)

“One thing, if Aniruddha is shaky in his Krishna Consciousness, 
how he can teach the children? Unless one is firmly convinced 
about Krishna Consciousness, I don’t think the children will learn 
properly from such a person.” (Letter to Satsvarupa, Calcutta, 
February 16, 1972)

He wanted that the children in the movement along with 
learning academic subjects, should be trained in all aspects of 
Krsna consciousness. He stressed that this can only be accom-
plished if the parents and teachers are sincere devotees, follow-
ing all the rules and regulations and behaving in an impeccable 
manner, for “children’s nature is to imitate”. (Lecture on SB 
2.3.15, Los Angeles, June 1, 1972)

mood is always service, there is nothing that is yours. It is the 
sacred property of God, every devotee. The temple president is 
the servant of the people who are under him, he doesn’t think 
they are mine, they are my servants. He is serving them because 
they are his guru’s property. He must engage them in guru’s 
work. The father sees the children and the wife in the same 
spirit and the wife must see the husband and the children in the 
same spirit. This is an essential necessity of all our relationships, 
but nothing is ours. We are the masters over no one; this is 
ego and the servant. These people are my guru’s property, they 
are more precious than me. I have a great responsibility in my 
relationship with them.

We are not takers, we are givers. Even when we receive we 
are actually giving them the chance to serve, we are not taking 
something from them. When we expect something for someone, 
we should not expect it for ourselves; we should expect it for 
them. It’s like when you are a doctor, when he expects someone 

to take medicines, is it for your good or his good? Devotional 
service is a medicine, if someone is serving you as the represen-
tative of the guru, we should not be expecting something for 
ourselves; we should be expecting something for their benefit. 
It’s a medicine that will heal them. That should be our spirit. 
Therefore we are not attached, we have no personal attachment. 
But out of compassion we are diligently trying to engage them 
in their duty. A wife is meant to serve the husband, but the 
husband should not be proud thinking that she is serving me. 
By some inconceivable arrangement, I am supposed to be the 
representative of guru to this person. Therefore in serving me 
she is actually purifying her own existence because she is serv-
ing a guru. It’s not for me; I am not attached to what she gives 
me. I am only attached that she makes spiritual advancement. 
Then you are always in a mood of a servant, not an enjoyer. 
This we must cultivate, this consciousness of being the servant 
of the servant.
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“Simply follow the program of the elders, let 
the children associate as much as possible with the 
routine Krishna Conscious program, and when the 
others go out for working and business matters, the 
children can be given classes as you describe. They can 
learn our method of Krishna Consciousness by rising 
early, cleansing, plus knowledge of Sanskrit, English, 
a little Mathematics, history, geography, that’s all. We 
haven’t got to take any help from the government by 
getting so-called accreditation. If outsiders want to 
send their children to us, it will not be for their ac-
creditation, but because they will get the best educa-
tion for relieving them of all anxieties of material life 
and for this education the government has no idea.

Where is such thing as transmigration of the 
soul being taught in classroom? If they simply learn 
to rise early, cleanse, all hygienic principles, their 
study will be greater than any government program. 
Whatever the elder members are doing, the children 
should do if possible. But for teaching, the teachers 
themselves should be fixed up initiated devotees, 
otherwise how the children can get the right informa-
tion and example?” (Letter to Aniruddha, Calcutta, 
March 7, 1972)

Srila Prabhupada condemned the modern 
education system in which teachers are appointed 
on the basis of their academic qualification alone.

“For learning Vedic knowledge, one must ap-
proach a person who is cent percent engaged in de-
votional service. He must not do things which are 
forbidden in the śāstras. A person cannot be a teacher 
if he drinks or smokes. In the modern system of educa-
tion the teacher’s academic qualification is taken into 
consideration without evaluation of his moral life. 
Therefore, the result of education is misuse of high 
intelligence in so many ways.” (Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
1.9.26, translation and turport)

“Not that “Professor such-and-such,” and eat-
ing meat. This is the degradation of society. He is 
doing the work of a brāhmaṇa—teacher means 
brāhmaṇa—and eating meat – Oh, horrible!” 
(Room Conversation with Devotees, New Orleans, 
August 1, 1975)

The principle of teaching by example is central 
to the philosophy of Krsna consciousness. Srila 
Prabhupada expected not just teachers at school 
to adhere to it to educate the children, but also 
all preachers to follow it to be effective in convey-
ing Vedic truths to people in general. He asserted 
that this would benefit both the preacher and the 
congregation.

“So you are one of the chief men of this 
Institution, kindly maintain your behavior to the 
standard so that others will follow and the whole 
thing may go on nicely. It was said about Lord 
Caitanya: Āpani ācari prabhu jīvere śikhāya, 
that is, He personally used to practice Himself the 
injunctions and then He used to teach others. That 
is our principle: Unless one is perfectly behaved per-
son, he cannot teach others.” (Letter to Hayagriva, 
Madras, February 13, 1972)

“If you are not ideal, then it will be useless to 
open center. You behave nicely, they will come, they 
will see, and they will learn. If you go to some school 
and the professors are rascals, then what you will 
learn? It is both, reciprocal. You shall act as professor, 
teachers. Your life should be ideal, and they will come 
and see, and they will learn.” (Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 
Lecture, Melbourne, May 19, 1975)

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

mailto:feedback@mukundagoswami.org
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,
 Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The following passage was written by a robot (A.I. machine) in 2 seconds:
 
“In the land of India, where the Ganges flows,
A sage by the name of Mukunda rose.
A devotee of Lord Krishna, pure and true,
With a heart full of love, his teachings he grew.
His words were like honey, sweet to the ear,
Guiding the souls of those far and near.
With wisdom and grace, he led them to light,
Showing the path to eternal delight.
He sang of the glories of God above,
And the joy that comes with devotion and love.
His message was simple, yet profound and grand,
A call to return to the spiritual land.
Through his teachings, many souls were saved,
From the cycle of birth and death they were waived.
He was a beacon in the darkest of night,
Shining the way to eternal light.
Mukunda Goswami, the saint of old,
His name will forever be told.
In the hearts of the faithful, he will always stay,
Guiding the souls on the spiritual way.
Like the plays of Shakespeare, his teachings will live on
Through the ages, his message will be known
A true spiritual guide, Mukunda Goswami,
His legacy, eternal, it will never die.”

Here’s how it happened. A devotee, in my presence, spoke on his cell phone to 
the ChatGPT website and asked, “Please write something about Mukunda Goswami in the style of Shakespeare.” The instant result is what 
you see above within quotation marks.

The poem was written by an AI chatbot called “ChatGPT.” GPT stands for “Generative Pre-trained Transformer.” The media globally 
seized on the new development. It was officially released on approximately November 29, 2022. In five days, more than a million people 
signed up to test it. Hundreds of screenshots of ChatGPT conversations went viral. Many of its supporters spoke of it as a mixture of software 
and sorcery. 

ChatGPT is smart, weird, & flexible. It can write jokes and college-level essays. It can also guess at medical diagnoses.This is the first 
time such a powerful tool has been made available to the general public through a free, easy-to-use web interface. The future will play out in 
cyberwarfare between educational institutions and ChatGPT. Professors are likely to insist on citations throughout student papers, in order 
to avoid plagiarism.
Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


