
Last month iskcon members took 
part in the conference on Biological 
Diversity (cop15) of the United Nations 
(UN), in Montreal, Canada. The confer-
ence invited international governments 
and interested parties to discuss plan-
ning for protection of the natural world 
for the next decade.

iskcon members present at the 
conference were Gopal Lila das, 
UN Co-chair of the UN Multifaith 
Advisory Council, Raasbhakti devi 
dasi and Gauranga das both from the 
Govardhan Eco Village (gev) project 
in India, and Anuttama das, Global 
Minister of iskcon Communications.

The Convention on Biological 
Diversity (cbd) was first signed by 150 
government leaders at the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit. Its main objectives are 
the conservation of biological diversity, 
the sustainable use of the components of biological diversity, and 
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the 
utilization of genetic resources.

Despite this Convention, the world loses more and more 
species every year. The World Wildlife Fund recently reported 
a nearly 70% decline in wildlife populations since the 1970s, a 
troubling trend given the fundamental role biodiversity plays in 
maintaining the health, productivity and stability of the many 
natural systems needed to sustain life on Earth.

In this context, environmentalists are developing an ap-
preciation for the ways in which our Vaishnava philosophy can 
bolster environmental action. As Gopal Lila points out, eastern 
faith traditions, including our own, are comfortable talking 
about the sacredness of a tree or a plant or a river. The Vaishnava 
panel involved at this year’s biodiversity conference focused on 
the sacredness of all life and on Srila Prabhupada’s call for plain 
living and high thinking.

iskcon’s UN representatives not only share our Vaishnava 
philosophy but act as role models for living by Vaishnava values. 
Gopal Lila das, for example, has developed a stellar reputation at 
the UN. Karenna Gore, founder and executive director of Center 
for Earth Ethics at Union Theological Seminary, met Gopal Lila 
in 2014 while she was a seminary student. She said Gopal Lila has 
a reputation for staying true to himself and Vaishnavism while 
navigating the paradoxes of a global development community 
still dominated by the West.

“Fundamentally, he loves truth. You can tell his account-
ability is ultimately to a higher dimension, and he’s not one for 
machinations that would betray that.”

As we see, the world needs both the message and the example 
Vaishnavas can bring on environmental issues. Simply by sharing 
Srila Prabhupada’s teachings, by being straight-forward and com-
mitted to our Vaishnava faith, we can inspire others and promote 
the preservation of our planet.
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iskcon Members Represent Faith Community 
at UN Biodiversity Conference in Canada
By: iskcon Communications Team, iskcon news, December 12, 2022
https://bit.ly/3Z6q1Ay

In the video, Gopal Lila das reminds all iskcon members to take 
action in their own individual ways towards being active in caring 
for the environment. 

Learn more about the iskcon Environmental Initiative:
 https://iskconenvironment.org/ 

or the Bhumi Project:
 https://jliflc.com/organizations/the-bhumi-project/ 

 by visiting their websites.
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Bhakta Dasa Again Elected as 
Chairperson for fccv
By: iskcon News Staff, iskcon news, December 10, 2022
https://bit.ly/3vCSAI8

As the representative for the Hare 
Krishna Movement and the Vaisnava 
Hindu Community in Victoria, 
Bhakta Dasa was again voted in as the 
Chairperson for the third year of the 
Faith Community Council of Victoria 
(fccv) in Australia.

Established in 2010, the Faith 
Communities Council of Victoria is 
Victoria’s umbrella multifaith body.

fccv was created to contribute to 
the harmony of the Victorian com-
munity by promoting positive relations 
between people of different faiths and 
greater public knowledge and mutual 
understanding of the teachings, cus-
toms, and practices of Victoria’s diverse 
faith traditions.
Our Vision

The fccv envisions a Victoria in which religious and spiri-
tual communities are free to practice their faith traditions with 
integrity, whilst living in harmony with one another and the 
broader community, and contributing towards building a bet-
ter society.

ht
tp

s:/
/b

it.
ly/

3v
C

SA
I8

Watch Gopal Lila das’s video above

 https://iskconenvironment.org/   
 https://jliflc.com/organizations/the-bhumi-project/  
https://iskconnews.org/bhakta-dasa-again-elected-as-chairperson-for-fccv/
https://iskconnews.org/bhakta-dasa-again-elected-as-chairperson-for-fccv/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/spiritualperspectives.today/2023/Gopal-Lila_Montreal-UN-Conference-2023-Jan.mov
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In appreciation of Mother Yamuna
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, December 19, 2022
https://bit.ly/3Za5Ce0

You fed Srila Prabhupada with sumptuous prasadam and he 
often called on you to cook for him. Your godbrother Srutakirti 
recalls one occasion when Srila Prabhupada returned hungry. 
He requested prasadam and asked you to quickly prepare a 
dish, “… in what seemed like minutes Yamuna had made a 
prasadam-tomato soup, a moist potato vegetable dish and a 
large paratha. He was very pleased with the result and showered 
her with praise. With virtually nothing to work with she had 
made an exquisite meal for Srila Prabhupada in less than fifteen 
minutes. He used to sometimes say she cooked liked Radharani 
who never made the same dish twice. Srutakirti expressed that 
after tasting Yamuna Devi’s cooking he realized he had never 
taken prasadam. Yamuna Devi was an empowered devotee of 
the Lord, sent to sumptuously feed Srila Prabhupada.4

“That is Vedic civilization—cleanliness. Cleanliness is next 
to godliness so the first business is cleanliness. Everything should 
remain clean.” (Bhagavad-gita lecture Hawaii Feb. 1975.)
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Yamuna Devi, a pioneer and influential early western 
convert of the Hare Krishna movement (iskcon), passed 
away on December 20, 2011. Following is an apprecia-
tion by Aditya Varna Devi Dasi based on Yamuna Devi: 
A Life of Unalloyed Devotion written by Dinatarini Devi.

“Someone once asked me what characteristic of 
Yamuna I found the most extraordinary or unique. I 
unhesitatingly replied that she was the most non-envious 
person I had ever met in this life”1

Dear Yamuna devi,
Please accept my humble obeisances All glories to 

Srila Prabhupada.
Once in India Srila Prabhupada said to you “Yamuna 

you will become as famous as the river Yamuna.” In the 
mood of a pilgrim at the banks of a sacred river offering 
drops back to the river in the hope of receiving its bless-
ings, so I offer to you words from your own life of devo-
tion in the hope that this fallen soul may receive your 
mercy. The above prophetic words were spoken by Srila 
Prabhupada after a gentleman in India had just shown 
him a glowing newspaper article about the success of Sri 
Sri Radha Londonisvari with pictures of the Deities. It 
was largely due to your high standards as a pujari, and 
your expertise in organization which he praised you for. 
He turned to you and uttered these words, and then he 
laughed and laughed and laughed.2 You made him laugh.

You listened with rapt attention: “One of my first im-
pressions of seeing Yamuna prabhu was when she heard Srila 
Prabhupada give class, she would focus on him and his words 
entered her ears like rivers entering the ocean, when those rivers 
entered her ears and came to the ocean of her heart, unlike 
the material ocean her heart overflowed and tears would come 
down from her eyes,” recalls your godsister Visahaka. “I had 
never seen anything like that before and just seeing her hear-
ing Srila Prabhupada, aroused in me also a desire to hear Srila 
Prabhupada to try to hear what she was hearing because the 
effect was so extraordinary. So from the very beginning she was 
a siksha guru for me.”3

The great sage Sukadava Goswami recited Bhagāvatam there 
(in the presence of Emperor Pariksit), I heard him with rapt at-
tention and thus, by his mercy, I learned the Bhagāvatam from 
that great and powerful sage. Now I shall make you hear the very 
same thing as I learned it from him and as I realized it. Śrīmad 
Bhagāvatam 1.3.44

Continued on page 5
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You impressed your dear godbrother Giriraja Swami with 
your high standard of cleanliness as he recalls, “A thing about 
Yamuna Devi which struck me as amazing was how she would 
stay back and clean. We were staying in Akash Ganga, a high 
rise apartment building in an affluent part of central Bombay. 
She would clean the whole place for hours, and while cleaning 
she would sing in a very ecstatic mood … she put her heart 
into it”5

You made Srila Prabhupada cry. Mukunda dasa Goswami recalls 
the occasion of recording the Govindam prayers in London, 
“I was in England and Yamuna was in England and we sent 
the recording of ‘Govindam’ to the devotees in Los Angeles 
to show how we were really preaching big time. The devotees 
didn’t want Prabhupada to hear it because they thought it was 
very strange that a woman’s voice would be leading. One morn-
ing Prabhupada requested the recording to be played and as 
the Deity curtains opened while Prabhupada was sitting on his 
vyasasana, he listened with his eyes closed and the devotees got 
to see streams of tears coming down his cheeks. And that day 
Prabhupada ordered that the song be played in temples all over 
the World”6 “He reasons ill who tells that Vaishnavas die, When 
thou art living still in sound. The Vaishnava’s die to live and liv-
ing try to spread the Holy name around.” (Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakura)

You made him proud. “And this morning, Srila 
Prabhupada announced, my disciple Yamuna devi will give a 
lecture on Śrīmad Bhagāvatam. ‘I began my favorite verse and 
verbatim purport from the First Canto, sixth sloka of Śrīmad 
Bhagāvatam, which I had previously memorized. Prabhupada 
asked me to give class in India in front of a large gathering of 
lawyers, barristers and around two hundred other professionals. 
Of course he had not given me any warning, all the barristers 
and professionals clapped enthusiastically and Srila Prabhupada 
just beamed. He was so proud.”7

Srila Prabhupada bestowed his mercy on you and gave you 
the good fortune of sending you to Vrindavan. He gave you the 
key to the ‘hub of the Spiritual universe’ on your first pilgrim-
age there. You recall the day the package arrived to your small 
group, “The large iron key, sent by registered post, fell heavily 
onto the sandstone of the Delhi dharmashala. Ten hands darted 
to retrieve it. We passed it around respectfully, knowing that it 
was our passport to Vrindavan, Lord Krishna’s eternal abode. 
Srila Prabhupada had sent a small group to travel there to 
clean his quarters in the Radha Damodara Temple compound. 
We reached the holy Temple of Radha Damodara. This was 
where Srila Prabhupada compiled the first three volumes of 
Śrīmad Bhagāvatam and is the temple housing the Deities of 
Jiva Goswami … we entered the temple into another dimen-
sion—one where you could feel the bliss and mercy of the 
entire lineage of Vaisnava Acharyas … I instinctively knew that 
I was here because of their kindness and the kindness of Srila 
Prabhupada. We took out the enormous key and opened the 
wooden door … the scene was like a still life from a previous 

century. Srila Prabhupada would honor prasadam while look-
ing out over Rupa Goswamis samadhi.”8

“Your nature, existence, fame and benevolence cannot 
but attract me. Hoping against hope I have come to You and I 
have only one solace, that I am the real object of your mercy.”9 
You were struck by how Krishna and Srila Prabhupada’s guru 
maharaja had situated him in the most auspicious place on the 
planet, in preparation for writing his books and preaching in 
the West, and thought it was just so evident to see.

How can I understand the great mercy and the good fortune 
that Srila Prabhupada bestowed upon you? “We shall always try 
to remain servant of the servant of the servant…Hundred times 
servant. Then it will be alright. The more you become humble 
and meek, the more you advance. That is real advancement. 
Śrīmad Bhagāvatam Lecture. (Birabhadra Initiation)

You understood the secret of success in spiritual life was 
to follow the order of your spiritual master and you passed on 
this perfect secret to us. “Under the merciful instructions of the 
Spiritual Master and in a living way we’re supposed to help each 
other go back to Godhead. That’s a glorious thing to explore 
because there is no end to it. As long as we’re breathing, there is 
no end to the potential of helping each other become Krishna 
Conscious in every minute of our existence by following the 
instruction of our Spiritual Master.10 Please help me to follow 
your instruction.

Srila Prabhupada: “Yamuna you are cent percent devotee.”11

Unalloyed adjective: pure
Synonyms: absolute, fine, neat, straight, unadulterated
Echoing the prayer of Srutikirti prabhu: “I pray to be given 

the ability to serve my spiritual master with the expertise of a 
surrendered soul such as Yamuna Devi Dasi.”12

Begging for some mercy,
Your servant,
Aditya Varna Devi Dasi

***
1 Yamuna Devi: A Life of Unalloyed Devotion, Part 2, p.32
2 Ibid p.318
3 Ibid p.374
4 What is the Difficulty?
5 Yamuna Devi: A Life of Unalloyed Devotion, Part 2, p.376
6 Ibid p.242
7 Ibid p.282
8 Ibid p.299, 300
9 Srila Rupa Goswami BRS 1.2.152
10 A Bond of Love: Srila Prabhupada and His Daughters p.563
11 SrilaPrabhupadaLila.org
12 What is the Difficulty?
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Articles published in this newslet-
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of Spiritual Perspectives or iskcon.

The following has been taken from “Following 
Srila Prabhupada – Rememberances” iskcon 
Cinema (edited for clarity).

February 1971: BENARES, INDIA Festival 
glorifying Lord Chaitanya

Radha Govinda Swami: I was in Benares at 
the time when Srila Prabhupada was touring, trav-
eling India with 40 of his disciples. I read in an 
American newspaper that Krishna-bhakti was be-
ing preached. Naturally, I was a devotee of Krishna 
so I liked this topic. So I went there. There was a 
procession from Dashashvamedha Ghat to Tapan 
Misra’s house that is now in Benares.

When the procession finished, I approached 
Srila Prabhupada and I spoke in Hindi, “When 
you are in America, how do you preach?”

Prabhupada said, “You see, I just chant Hare 
Krishna and give some lecture.” He said, “They 
need this Vedic knowledge. So just see how they 
are happy and they are chanting.”

Then I asked, “Where is your program after 
Benares?”

Prabhupada said, “I will go to Gorakhpur.”
So I wrote down the date.
Then I went to Gorakhpur, and Prabhupada 

was there. He was staying in Krishna Niketan.
I went there, I was waiting. Prabhupada was 

at that time alone, so I did not recognize that he 
is Prabhupada.

“Where is A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami?” I 
asked Prabhupada.

So Prabhupada asked me, “Why you want to 
meet with him?”

I replied, “Because he is my guru. I like him 
very much.”

So Prabhupada asked me, “Why do you ac-
cept him as your guru?”

I said, “Because he is the servant of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu.”

Then Prabhupada asked me, “Who is 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu?”

So I said, “He is Krishna Himself.”
So I was talking and Prabhupada asked, 

“Why do you accept Lord Chaitanya as Krishna?” 

“Because I read Caitanya-caritamrta, Krishna 
Himself came as a devotee to preach.”

Then Prabhupada said, “No, no, no, He’s not 
Krishna, He is devotee of Krishna.”

I said, “No, He is Krishna Himself.”
But Prabhupada insisted, “No, He is devotee 

of Krishna, He is not Krishna.”
Then I spoke very hard words to Srila 

Prabhupada. I said, “Just keep quiet, don’t speak 
anymore.”

Then Prabhupada laughed very loudly, very 
loudly he was laughing.

Then some bhaktas came and they were of-
fering obeisances. So I realized that he is Guru 
Maharaj, he is Srila Prabhupada. So when they 
offered obeisances, I also offered obeisances.

So I said, “Please forgive me, I offended at 
your lotus feet. I did not recognize you. Please 
forgive me.”

Then Prabhupada caught my hand and said, 
“Come to my room.”

Then three disciples were sitting there and 
Prabhupada was laughing, laughing. His smile 
did not stop, and then he said, “He knows that 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is Krishna Himself.”

He said, “You chastised me, I like that. I am 
very happy with your words.”
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Srila Prabhupada: You chastised me, I like 
that. I am very happy with your words!
By: Administrator, www.Dandavats.com, December 17, 2022
https://bit.ly/3i8HeIQ
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Personal 
   Message

Note: The following Message to Friends was previously published in June 2015.

Dear Friends,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
In chapter twenty-four of  Caitanya-Caritamrta, Madhya-lila, starting with verse 330 Lord Caitanya gave instructions to 

Sanatana Goswami to write “a directory of  activities of  Vaisnavas.” Srila Prabhupada gave elaborate purports to many of  
these verses.

What follows is an excerpt from those instructions:
“In your book, there should be characteristics of  the bona fide guru and the bona fide disciple. Then, before accepting 

a spiritual master, one can be assured of  the spiritual master’s position. Similarly, the spiritual master can also be assured of  
the disciple’s position. The Supreme Personality of  Godhead, Krishna, should be described as the worshipable object, and 
you should consider the bija-mantra for the worship of  Krishna, Rama or any other expansion of  the Supreme Personality 
of  Godhead.”

Purport: In the Padma Purana, the characteristics of  the guru, the bona fide spiritual master, have been described:

mahā-bhāgavata-śreṣṭho brāhmaṇo vai gurur nṛṇām
sarveṣām eva lokānām asau pūjyo yathā hariḥ
mahā-kula-prasūto ‘pi sarva-yajñeṣu dīkṣitaḥ

sahasra-śākhādhyāyī ca na guruḥ syād avaiṣṇavaḥ

The guru must be situated on the topmost platform of  devotional service. There are three classes of  devotees, and the 
guru must be accepted from the topmost class. The first-class devotee is the spiritual master for all kinds of  people. It is said 
gurur nṛṇām. The word nṛṇām means “of  all human beings.” The guru is not limited to a particular group. It is stated in the 
Upadesamrta of  Rupa Goswami that a guru is a goswami, a controller of  
the senses and the mind. Such a guru can accept disciples from all over 
the world. Prithivim sa sisyat. This is the test of  the guru.

In India there are many so-called gurus, and they are limited to a 
certain district or province. They do not even travel about India, yet 
they declare themselves to be jagad-guru, gurus of  the whole world. Such 
cheating gurus should not be accepted. Anyone can see how the bona 
fide spiritual master accepts disciples from all over the world. The guru 
is a qualified brahmana; therefore he knows Brahman and Parabrahman. 
He thus devotes his life for the service of  Parabrahman. The bona fide 
spiritual master who accepts disciples from all over the world is also 
worshiped all over the world because of  his qualities. Lokanam asau pujyo 
yatha harih: the people of  the world worship him just as they worship 
the Supreme Personality of  Godhead. All these honors are offered to 
him because he strictly follows the brahminical principles and teaches these 
principles to his disciples…”

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami 


