
Drought is a recurring problem that affects every area of the 
world. The Global Drought Information System, whose website 
has a Global Drought Monitor, which is the result of internation-
al efforts to understand drought, shows severe drought affecting 
inhabitants of six of the world’s seven continents. Drought puts 
lives at risk as people die of thirst and hunger. Drought related 
food scarcity also creates economic downturns and national secu-
rity hazards. As climate change worsens, even wealthy countries 
struggle in the face of ongoing drought. However, despite our 
clear understanding of the dangers of drought, material civiliza-
tion lacks the one tool that can solve this problem. Because we 
have based our society on the pursuit of sense gratification rather 
than devotional service, calamities like drought are inevitable.

The western part of the United States is currently experi-
encing a 23-year mega-drought that has been intensified by the 
burning of fossil fuels. Seven states are now at further risk as the 
Colorado River, the region’s primary water source, continues to 
shrink. Lake Mead, America’s largest water reservoir, is at less 
than 30% of pre-drought levels. Even in one of the wealthiest 
countries in the world, the availability of natural resources like 
water remains largely outside of human control.

The solutions currently being explored by the seven states 
impacted by the declining Colorado River include eliminating 
“wasteful” uses of water and government funded incentives to 
increase conservation efforts. In fact, most of the Colorado River 

water is used for agriculture. 80% of that agricultural use is for 
thirsty crops like alfalfa that are primarily used to feed cattle. 
Despite the clear link between water use and the meat industry, 
there are no plans to promote vegetarian diets. Instead, the focus 
is on paying farmers to leave fields fallow and finding more ef-
ficient ways to water crops. As a result, one effect of drought, a 
decrease in food production, is guaranteed to take place.

Watching the US struggle with water shortages, one is tempt-
ed to acknowledge the futility of seeking happiness in the material 
world and move on. However, Krishna explains in Bhagavad-gita 
that it is possible to live peacefully in this world. Yajna, or sacri-
fice, He says is the method by which we can be happy and achieve 
liberation. By performing sacrifice for the satisfaction of Vishnu, 
Srila Prabhupada writes, everyone benefits. The proper sacrifice 
for this age, Sankirtan yajna, allows one to live without anxiety 
while in this world and then go back to Godhead.

Material solutions, whether in the form of economic incen-
tives, government policy, or even creative innovation, will achieve 
only limited success. The real solution is to remember that water, 
and all other resources, come only from Krishna. If we follow His 
plan for living, we will have everything we need. But following 
Krishna’s plan requires that we control our senses, restrict our eat-
ing, and use at least some of our time for worship. That path may 
become more attractive to others if a drought lasts long enough.
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Let It Rain
By Radha Devi Dasi
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Barrels on the receding shoreline of Lake Mead
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iskcon Dallas Holds First Ever Public 
Janmastami Festival in Frisco, Texas
By: Rasasekhara Dasa , iskcon news, September 11, 2022
https://bit.ly/3LOs4mw

Sri Radha Kalachandji Temple (iskcon Dallas) 
celebrated the first-ever Krishna Janmastami Festival 
in the Frisco, North Dallas area on Aug. 27, 2022. 
The event was celebrated at the Collin College 
Conference Center in Frisco and was well attended by 
approximately 1000 people. Keith Self, who is run-
ning for election to the US House of Representatives 
in Texas #39; 3rd Congressional District, along with 
State Representative Matt Shaheen, Frisco City 
Council member Brian Livingston, and Little Elm 
Councilmember Tony Singh were present at the 
event, as guests of honor.

 The event included several cultural activities, 
dance and drama performances, traditional Vedic 
chants of the Hare Krishna maha-mantra, keynote 
talks, and a complementary multi-course vegetarian 
dinner for all the guests. The Temple President of Sri Radha 
Kalachandji Temple, His Grace Nityananda Dasa addressed the 
audience about the importance of the festival and emphasized 
the significance of God consciousness for universal peace, har-

Former Collin County Judge Keith Self addressing the audience
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feedback@mukundagoswami.org

mony, and well-being. A visionary leader in the Hare Krishna 
Movement, he encouraged everyone to fully embrace a vision 
of establishing multiple centers across the Dallas Fort Worth 
metroplex to spread the joy of spiritual consciousness for the 

welfare of the community at large.
About Sri Radha Kalachandji Temple

Radha Kalachandji temple is the oldest Vedic temple 
established in the Dallas Fort Worth metroplex. It was 
established by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada in 1972. The temple is located in 
Downtown Dallas and has been well recognized for its 
top-rated Vegan restaurant Kalachandjis for several years 
now. Please visit the temple website to learn more about 
temple projects and ongoing events.

 ***
radhakalachandji.com

To view more pictures click Here

Left: Temple President HG Nityananda Dasa with State rep Matt 
Shaheen
Right: Temple President HG Nityananda Dasa felicitating the Grand 
sponsor of the event Greenvest Capital partners
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The TOVP Publishes ‘The TOVP Story, 1971-2022’
By: Sunanda Das, Temple of the Vedic Planetarium iskcon news, September 11, 2022
https://bit.ly/3xTiwRx

The tovp Communications Department is 
pleased to announce the release of the new on-
line publication, ‘The tovp Story, 1971-2022.’ 
This new virtual flipbook covers the history of 
the tovp from its earliest dates of inception by 
Srila Prabhupada to its current status in beauti-
ful photos, videos, and detailed descriptions 
that will educate and inspire the reader.

Like all the flipbooks in the tovp Flipbook 
Collection, the book is available to read, share 
and download for free. This is a service to the 
Gaudiya Vaishnava society to inform as well as 
preserve the history of this monumental project 
desired by His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.
View the Flipbook here:
https://online.flippingbook.
com/view/1041625030/
View the TOVP Flipbook Collection here:
https://tovp.org/media-gallery/tovp-flipbook-collection/
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iskcon Vancouver hosted the inaugural Sage the Earth 

iskcon Vancouver Holds First Sage The Earth Event
By: Jaya Govinda dasa, iskcon Vancouver, iskcon news, September 6, 2022
https://bit.ly/3SLouM8

iskcon Vancouver hosted the 
inaugural Sage the Earth (not a typo!) 
event on June 25, 2022. The five 
simultaneous fire sacrifices, complete 
with kirtan yajna of the holy names 
and prescribed mantras, were offered 

to reverse global incongruities: climate 
disturbances, wars, and racial violence. 

The presence of sages such 
as Bhaktimarga Swami, GBC for 
North American Zone 1, the North; 
Gauranga Das, director of Govardhan 

Eco-Village, India; and Ananda 
Gauranga Das, specialized yajna pujari, 
guaranteed success for the event.

Other dignitaries included 
Burnaby’s Mayor Mike Hurley, 
Member of Parliament Peter Julian, 
City Councilors Pietro Calendino 
& James Wang, and School Trustee 
Larry Hayes. Vallabha Hari Das, 
professional TV host, acted as MC, 
guiding the attendees through the 
ceremonies and the accompanying 
dramas, classical Bharatnatyam dance, 
children’s fun zone, and a feast.

Elected Member of Parliament 
Peter Julian, representing the federal 
riding of New Westminster-Burnaby, 
presented an appreciation certificate 
for the Sage the Earth initiative 
from the Government of Canada.

To see more pictures click Here.

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1041625030/ 
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1041625030/ 
https://tovp.org/media-gallery/tovp-flipbook-collection/
https://iskconnews.org/iskcon-vancouver-holds-first-sage-of-the-earth-event/
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Personal 
   Message
The following Message to Friends was previously published in June 2007

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The sastras tell us that one of the four miseries of material life is jara or old age.

Old age is like being sick all the time – nausea, creaking bones, unhealed sores (abrasions, contusions, bone breaks, 
cracks, dislocations, and the like), slow movement, and, as Srila Prabhupada has written, loose skin and loose teeth. 
And then there’s pain – always there. It’s a question of tolerance. Disease for the young is temporary, but for the old it 
is continuous.

And then there’s being unwanted. As Srila Prabhupada said in a lecture, nobody cares for old people. This is especially 
true in the US, where often the old are conveniently tucked away into retirement homes, houses for the elderly, 
“managed living” facilities, and “Golden Years” retreats. Youthful energy – that of rock musicians, ball players, and 
movie stars – is idolized. Girlie magazines and websites exploit the young until they’re too old to be in the realm of 
“tantalizing.” The old and elderly tend to be put out to pasture to masticate quietly and pass time filling in crossword 
puzzles or watching TV.

Old people are generally not sought after for their “wisdom of the years.”

And the seniors of the world tend to be jaded, family-attached, opinionated, and cynical towards just about 
everything. They tend to be pessimistic and find little pleasure in 
the things younger people often revel in – like music, art, sports, fast 
cars, natural scenery, the beauty of nature, and personal beauty.

A Krishna conscious person, however, regardless of age, sees a bright 
future ahead, a place where all liquid is nectar, all paces a dance and 
all words part of a song. Such people don’t see death as the end but 
as a transition to a better existence.

They, like Prabhupada, are not worn down by old age in a 
material way, but look to the future with an eye to real pleasure, 
transcendental happiness, and the ever-young presence of a liberated 
soul.

Hare Krishna. 

Your friend,

Mukunda Goswami


