
Modern science has il-
luminated many fields but 
still struggles to define and 
understand consciousness. 
Neurologists lack an expla-
nation of what they call the 
hard problem of conscious-
ness: explaining why any 
physical state is conscious 
rather than nonconscious. 
The usual methods of sci-
ence involve an explanation 
of what a thing does, how it 
changes over time, and how 
it is put together. While 
scientists can address the 
functional, dynamic, and 
structural properties of the 
conscious mind, they cannot address the question of why or how 
something becomes conscious. As neuroscience develops, it seems 
that an explanation of consciousness will have to go beyond the 
usual methods of science. 

Srila Prabhupada taught us that consciousness is the symp-
tom of the soul. This material body is not all in all. Beyond this 
combination of material elements, there is spirit, and the symp-
tom of that spirit is consciousness.

“A body without consciousness is a dead body. As soon as 
consciousness is removed from the body, the mouth will not 
speak, the eye will not see, nor the ears hear. A child can under-
stand that. It is a fact that consciousness is absolutely necessary 
for the animation of the body. What is this consciousness? Just 
as heat or smoke are symptoms of fire, so consciousness is the 
symptom of the soul.” (Beyond Birth & Death, Chap. 1)

Near-death experiences (NDEs), where those whose bod-
ies have “died” and been resuscitated provide support for Srila 
Prabhupada’s statement that consciousness transcends the body. 
Dr. Sam Parnia, Director of Critical Care and Resuscitation 
Research at the NYU Langone School of Medicine in New York 

City, studies how the brain is 
affected by death. His meth-
ods involve studying animal 
brains as well as NDEs. As Dr. 
Parnia stated to Live Science, 
an online magazine in August 
of 2022, “Many times, folks 
who have such experiences 
describe floating about the 
room and being aware of the 
medical team operating on 
their body.” 

According to Dr. Parnia, 
such people will describe how 
they were able to see physi-
cians and nurses at work as 
well as have a clear under-
standing of what was going on 

around them. According to him, other doctors have confirmed 
this phenomenon, indicating that consciousness is sometimes in-
dependent of the bodily senses and the brain’s processing ability. 
Dr. Parna’s observations support Srila Prabhupada’s contention 
that the soul outlasts and is ultimately independent of the body.

The intrusion of spiritual topics into scientific study is not 
new. In 2015 in New Delhi, for example, physicists and Buddhists, 
including the Dalai Lama, met for a two-day conference on 
quantum physics and Madyamaka philosophy. Also, Physicist 
Amit Goswami, a theoretical physicist from the University of 
Oregon, explored the link between science and spirituality in his 
book Science and Spirituality: A Quantum Integration. 

In fact, the link between consciousness and quantum physics 
may place the latter in the spiritual realm. Quantum scientists 
have long noted that observation of quantum phenomena physi-
cally affects quantum particles. In other words, physical reality, at 
its smallest point is affected by the actions of a conscious observer. 
As we delve deeper into the science of consciousness, we find that 
physical explanations of the universe are lacking and that Vedic 
knowledge contains everything we need.
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Evacuation of Vraja-Govinda Prabhu and His 
Family From Kherson City
By: shareyour.care , iskcon news, August 20, 2022
https://bit.ly/3AEhfhz

Vraja-Govinda Prabhu, his wife and 
two children have to leave Kherson, a city 
in the frontline. This city is in the south of 
Ukraine. Now it is one of the two toughest 
flashpoints of this horrendous war.

Vraja-Govinda Prabhu is a wonder-
ful Vaishnava from the Kherson iskcon 
community. He is, without a shadow of 
a doubt, a true devotee of the holy name. 
Vraja-Govinda Prabhu’s primary service is 
to preach and glorify Krsna’s holy name. He 
regularly attends and leads harinama and 
chanting with devotees in Kherson.

He has recently organized and inspired 
devotees to hold a small Ratha-yatra in oc-
cupied Kherson.

For the past few weeks, on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, he has been chanting with devotees 
at a harinama in the park of Kherson.

At the same time, he is very modest, 
and never demands any attention to himself. When interacting 
with devotees, he always behaves gently and respectfully.

For this wonderful Vaishnava and his family to evacuate, 
$1,100 is required. Everyone can contribute to this cause.

 To Donate please visit Share Your Care: Help Vraj Govinda 
Evacuate

Vraja-Govinda Prabhu, his wife and two children have to leave Kherson, a city in 
the frontline. For this wonderful Vaishnava and his family to evacuate, $1,100 is 
required. To Donate please visit Share Your Care
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Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

https://shareyour.care
https://shareyour.care
mailto:feedback@mukundagoswami.org


Nepal iskcon Devotees Meet with Prime Minister of 
Nepal and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, India
By: Kumari Kunti Sherreitt, iskcon news, August 20, 2022
https://bit.ly/3ecrRNl

This month the iskcon Nepal devotees have met 
two important dignitaries through their outreach 
efforts: the Prime Minister of Nepal and the Chief 
Minister of UP. 

On August 7th, Patri das, the GBC Co-Regional 
Secretary for Nepal along with other iskcon Nepal 
devotees met with the honorable Prime Minister of 
Nepal Sher Bahadur Deuba Jiu at the Prime Minister’s 
office in Kathmandu, Nepal. In the meeting, they in-
vited him to their upcoming Janmashtami festival and 
did a short kirtan of the maha mantra in the office for 
the “peace and prosperity of Nepal.”

 Days earlier, on August 5th, Patri Das and other 
iskcon Nepal devotees met with Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister, Sri Yogi Adityanath Maharaj in Lucknow, 
UP.

 “We had a nice conversation on spirituality, life’s 
journey, the teachings of Bhagavad-gita, and many 
more [subjects]. I am grateful for the quality time we 
spent together,” said Patri Das. “I am thankful for the special 
exchange of gifts that happened today. Maharaj ji honored us 
with anniversary coins, which were unveiled by the Honorable 
Prime Minister of India, Sri Narendra Modi ji on the auspicious 
occasion of the ground-
breaking ceremony of 
Sri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Temple in Ayodhya.”

During the visit, 
they discussed the 
teachings of Bhagavad-
gita and the mission 
of Srila Prabhupada’s 
movement to reach ev-

ery town and village in the world as well as some of the activities 
of iskcon Nepal in the areas of cow protection, INDO Nepal 
relationship strengthening, developing the Nepal iskcon com-
munity as a spiritual center and as a tourist location. They also 

exchanged gifts.
To find out more about 

the iskcon Nepal yatra and 
how you can support their 
growth and visit:

https://iskconnepal.org/

https://www.facebook.
com/officialiskconnepal/
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iskcon Nepal devotees (left) including Patri Das with the Prime Minister 
of Nepal, Sri Yogi Adityanath Maharaj (center) and staff (far right)
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Nepal iskcon devotees including Patri Das with Chief Minister of UP,  
Sri Yogi Adityanath Maharaj (center in orange) and staff (far right)

https://iskconnepal.org/
https://iskconnepal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/officialiskconnepal/
https://www.facebook.com/officialiskconnepal/
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Rishi Sunak, MP for Richmond (Yorks), and his wife 
celebrated the festival of Janmashtami at Bhaktivedanta 
Manor in Hertfordshire, near London. Mr. Sunak and 
his family have made visits to the temple in the past. 
Today, Mr. and Mrs. Sunak were welcomed with the 
customary tradition of the blowing of a conch shell, 
and they were garlanded before they toured the Temple, 
which was donated by George Harrison of the Beatles. 
The couple were greeted by Her Grace Visakha Dasi, 
the temple president, who said “We invite everyone to 
experience the hospitality of Bhaktivedanta Manor and 
the spiritual oasis it offers all our guests.”

On August 19th and 21st, the Bhaktivedanta Manor 

will host the largest celebration of this kind outside 
India to celebrate the advent of Lord Krishna, culminat-
ing with a concert with a George Harrison tribute band.

This event will include an ancient forest walk and 
the re-creation of the beautiful ‘Vrindavan forests’ 
where Krishna played as a young boy. But most visitors 
come to experience the peace offered by the 78 acres 
of the Manor’s gardens, lake, and shrine. Children are 
delighted by the Manor’s unique playground.

Mr. Sunak addressed some of the 1,200 volunteers 
who will be helping at the festival. Kaushik Patel, one 
of the volunteers, comments: “I come to serve the thou-
sands of pilgrims with my whole family including my 
86-year-old mother.”

Mr. Sunak said, “It’s been a tough campaign, but 
during the most difficult times I’ve been given the teach-
ings of the Gita, and it’s been the Gita that’s given me 
the strength to keep fighting for the things I believe in.”

Rishi Sunak Visits Bhaktivedanta Manor
By: Radha Mohan Das, Bhaktivedanta Manor, August 20, 2022
https://bit.ly/3edBcEn

His visit culminated in feeding the cows. The Manor has 
65 Meuse Rhine Issel cows at what’s been described as the 
‘Hilton’ of dairy farms, which promotes the lifelong welfare of 
cows and bulls as well as compassionate farming techniques.

 
Links to Bhaktivedanta Manor’s Social Media:

Facebook:
 https://www.facebook.com/bhaktivedantamanor

Youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/user/BhaktivedantaManor

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/bhaktivedanta_manor/

Youtube LiveStream: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ManorRecordings

Rishi Sunak and his wife celebrated the festival of 
Janmashtami at Bhaktivedanta Manor 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sunak with sacred cow at Bhaktivedanta Manor

Rishi Sunak with Srila Prabhupada murti
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https://www.facebook.com/bhaktivedantamanor
https://www.youtube.com/user/BhaktivedantaManor
https://www.instagram.com/bhaktivedanta_manor/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ManorRecordings
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The Passing of His Holiness Bhakti 
Nityananda Swami
By: Sri Mayapur Co-Directors, iskcon news, August 11, 2022
https://bit.ly/3R7NWLr

Maharaja, from many years 
ago when we were both brah-
macharis. Maybe 30 years ago. 
He would let me use his office 
sometimes when I was having 
difficulty downloading my 
email.

And generally, we would 
chat regularly. We also went 
on parikrama together many 
times.

When he took sannyasa 
we would joke that we are now 
brothers (Bhakti Nityananda 

Swami and Bhakti Caitanya Swami), and it was 
really like that. Our relationship was very close in 
a transcendental way.

I know that Srila Prabhupada, Lord Caitanya, 
and Lord Nityananda will look after him. I pray to 
get his association again in the future.

Hoping this meets you well.

Your servant,
Bhakti Caitanya Swami
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At 8:33 am on August 11th in Sri Mayapur, 
the beloved disciple of His Holiness Jayapataka 
Maharaja and servant of Srila Prabhupada, His 
Holiness Bhakti Nityananda Swami, left his body. 
It is with great sadness that we announce this news, 
as he has been very dear and important to all of us 
in our Mayapur community. He has given many 
years of tireless and steadfast service to iskcon 
Mayapur, and the amount of people he was able 
to bring to Krishna Consciousness has made him 
truly a leader in Mahaprabhu’s preaching mission.

To honor his passing, Maharaja’s body will be 
brought to the temple for a final darshan between 
11 am-12 pm, and will thereafter 
be taken to Jagannath Mandir in 
Rajapur for a samadhi ceremony. We 
encourage all devotees to participate 
in bidding farewell to Maharaja, 
with all respects in the most glori-
ous manner befitting a Vaishnava. 
For those that cannot attend, we 
kindly request you keep HH Bhakti 
Nityananda Maharaja in your hearts 
and minds as you all continue in 
your Krishna Consciousness.

 
From Bhakti Caitanya Swami
Dear Devotees,

Please accept my humble obei-
sances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I had a long and very good re-
lationship with Bhakti Nityananda 

HH Bhakti Nityananda Swami’s Final Journey and Samadhi Ceremony 
(Click image to watch video)
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His Holiness Bhakti Nityananda Swami

https://youtu.be/BiYZfqmfEG4
https://youtu.be/BiYZfqmfEG4
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Personal 
   Message
Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The following article was published in toto in “Atma Magazine” in 1983.

THE ULTIMATE ANTI MATERIAL PARTICLE
“Those with the vision of eternity can see that the soul (atma) is transcendental, eternal, and be-

yond the modes of nature despite contact with the material body.” (Bhagavad-gita 13.32)

The original nature of the soul is characterized by three qualities: eternity, knowledge, 
and bliss. Because the soul passes through millions of incarnations and yet is never 
actually born nor dies, eternality is one of its primary characteristics. This is the 
meaning of Krishna’s description of the soul as “unborn” and “undying” and also of 
His explanation to Arjuna that “never was there a time when you did not exist.”

If we were to have an intimate relationship with a very powerful individual, it would 
be easy for us to know everything within that person’s sphere of influence. In its 
original intimate, loving relationship with the omniscient Supreme Lord, the soul is in 
direct contact with the source of all intelligence and knowledge and is therefore fully 
cognizant. The Bhagavad-gita explains that when the transcendental knowledge of the 
soul comes manifested, “there shall remain nothing further to be known.” Complete 
knowledge is the second essential quality of the soul.

When the soul is linked to God through devotional service, it comes into contact 
with Krishna’s internal pleasure 
potency, and thus we experience 
a spiritual pleasure, which is 
free from the psychological 
and physical ill-effects (such 
as depression, disease, and 

frustration) that often accompany some of our most cherished material 
pleasures and desires.

In its original state, the soul experiences, at every moment, spiritual bliss — 
an intense, transcendental pleasure, which is vastly superior to all forms of 
material enjoyment.

Through the knowledge of the soul contained in the Bhagavad-gita, we, 
the marginal living beings, can learn how to gradually reawaken the soul’s 
original qualities of eternity, knowledge, and bliss and thus re-establish our 
eternal relationship with Krishna.

Your friend,

Mukunda Goswami


