
The head of the UN weather agency says he hopes 
a heat wave sweeping Europe and setting record-high 
temperatures in Britain serves as a “wake-up call” for 
governments and voters to do more on climate change.  
Abnormally high temperatures in France, Spain, the UK, 
and Portugal have led to transportation delays, power 
outages, wildfires and heat related deaths.  The US is 
experiencing similar scorching temperatures.

A report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, a body of experts convened by the United 
Nations, warns that unless countries drastically acceler-
ate efforts over the next few years to slash their emissions 
from coal, oil and natural gas, the goal of limiting global 
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit, will 
likely be out of reach by the end of this decade.

The report, which was approved by 195 governments and lays 
out strategies that countries could pursue to halt global warm-
ing, comes as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has caused oil and 
gas prices to skyrocket, diverting political attention from climate 
change. In the United States and Europe, leaders are focused on 
shoring up domestic fossil fuel supplies to avoid price spikes and 
energy shortages, even if that means higher short-term emissions.

And some of the biggest obstacles to climate action are 
political, not technological. The report notes that “incumbent 
fossil fuel interests” often work to thwart policies to cut emis-
sions. Organized disinformation campaigns by climate change 
deniers have, in some places, increased political polarization over 
the issue. And politicians tend to avoid difficult decisions if the 
benefits are not felt beyond the current election cycle.  In the end, 
our climate policy failures are caused by a lack of political will to 
reduce our use of fossil fuels.

As a species, human beings have not been good stewards of 
the Earth’s resources.  We feel entitled to take as 
much as we can for our own gratification.  Now, 
as the results of global warming are literally 
burning our houses to the ground, we still fail 
to make the changes that are needed to protect 
our very lives.

Coping with climate change requires a 
change in our attitudes more than anything else.  
Until we accept that an ever-increasing standard 
of material opulence is unrealistic and unsus-
tainable, we will continue to take more than our 
share of material resources.  “Simple living and 
high thinking” is not just a step on the pathway 
to higher consciousness, it is fast becoming a 
matter of life and death.
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Escaping the Heat
By Radha Devi Dasi
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Former NYC Mayor Visits The 
Bhakti Center
By: iskcon news Staff, iskcon news, July 16, 2022
https://bit.ly/3znMJrO

Former New York City Mayor, Bill de Blasio, made a re-
cent visit to the Bhakti Center located in the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. Mr. de Blasio was invited to the Bhakti Center by 
Raj Goyle, a Global Organization of People of Indian Origin 
(GOPIO) member, former state assemblyman, and prominent 
member of the Indian community in New York City. Mr. de 
Blasio accepted the invitation to attend the Thursday Night 
Kirtan and experience the temple and community.

The former mayor visited all the spaces in the building, and 
then came into the temple and sat in a reserved seat next to Srila 
Prabhupada. He was given a maha garland, he was able to take 
darshan, and also be present during the kirtan. Raj Goyal in-
troduced Mr. de Blasio after he was welcomed by the executive 
director of the Bhakti Center, Dayal Gauranga. Mr. de Blasio 
then spoke on the value of kindness, respect, and community 
before expressing his gratitude for the welcome he received and 
for The Bhakti Center’s presence in New York City.

Mr. de Blasio then had prasad with our guests and then he 
spent time talking with people and meeting members of our 
community.

Mr. de Blasio was invited to the Bhakti Center by Raj Goyle
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Urvasi Devi Dasi – In Memoriam
By: Prabhupada Memories, iskcon news, July 20, 2022
https://bit.ly/3vGEgPd

Urvasi Devi Dasi was a pioneer of iskcon in 
Toronto, serving as pujari and book distributor, 
and spending endless months selling parapherna-
lia on the streets to collect the lakshmi to buy the 
temple at 243 Avenue Road.

Urvasi has lived in Ojai, California for many 
years, where she has organized significant monthly 
events with special guests such as Giriraj Swami.

Urvasi was back in Toronto for Ratha-yatra 
several times; on her most recent visit pre-Covid, 
she helped out the Govinda’s booth for the entire 
festival.

With the prayers from all Vaisnavas who 
knew her, we bid farewell to Urvasi Devi Dasi.

(Click on the image at right to view video)

https://s3.amazonaws.com/spiritualperspectives.today/2022/URVASI+Devi+Dasi+%E2%80%93+IN+MEMORIAM.mp4


Mercy for Prisoners in Argentina
By: iskcon Argentina, iskcon news, July 16, 2022
https://bit.ly/3QjLlxi

Devotees from the town of 
Mendoza, Argentina came up with a 
plan to deliver Krishna Consciousness 
to state prisons.

The budding program has become 
a success because of how much the 
inmates value Srila Prabhupada’s teach-
ings, as well as the prasadam and kirtan.

Mahavidya Lakshmi, a coordi-
nator of the program stated, “We 
started this service in the month of 
December, within the framework of 
Srila Prabhupada’s marathon, inspired 
by Aravinda Prabhu’s BBT LATAM 
Director request and his program in 
hospitals and prisons, called “We are 
all Sankirtana.”

The program was carried out with 
great success, thanks to the Kirtana team, which is affection-
ately known as the “Nityananda Team,” with the generous 
participation of Kelly Parayana Devi Dasi , Govinda Damodara 
Das, Gadhadara Das, Narottama Das, and the coordinator, 
Madhavidya Lakshmi Devi Dasi.

Thanks to the authorization of the General Director of 
the Mendoza prison system, once a month, Team Nityananda 

could visit the three different Mendoza prison systems, without 
restrictions.

Our approach, which relies on utilizing group dynamics, is 
mainly three: the chanting of the Holy Name, the distribution 
of BBT books, and the distribution of prasadam. Thanks to the 
great donation of 275 Bhagavad-gitas, made by Srila Virabahu 
Maharaja, we can leave a Bhagavad-gita with each attendee of 
the program. So far we have donated 100 Bhagavad-gitas to 

each prison library, as well as more than 450 small 
books, which were collected thanks to the private 
donations of the devotees of our congregation.

So far, during each visit we have seen that 20 
to 30 people connect to the chanting of the Holy 
Name, and we have observed how excited they are 
to sing with us. They always conduct themselves 
in a respectful and humble way. We are inspired to 
continue this service because when we leave we feel 
spiritually nourished and we can truly appreciate the 
power of the Holy Name because the prisoners, who 
are deprived of liberty, discuss their feelings of joy, 
peace, freedom, and tranquility at the end of each 
meeting. Nityananda ki jay!!!

***
To see more pictures and videos of the Nityananda 

Team click here
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Male Prisoners participating in Kirtan
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Female Prisoners participating in Kirtan
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On June 30th, iskcon Korea performed a special 
Narasimhadeva yajna (fire sacrifice), with special prayers 
seeking blessings for Reliance Industries Ltd for its new 
FPSO vessel named KG D6 RUBY. The vessel was built 
by Samsung Heavy Industries Co., Ltd from South 
Korea. The ship will be used for transporting oil.

Executive Director of Reliance Industries Ltd Mr. 
PMS Prasa, his daughter Ms. Juveca, and Mr. Jin-Taek 
Jung, who is CEO of Samsung Heavy Industries Co., 
Ltd, were the distinguished chief guests, who partici-
pated in the ceremonies.

Patanjali Muni Das who is iskcon Korea’s regional 
secretary and temple president conducted the yajna and 
special blessing ceremony. It was also his great pleasure 
and esteemed privilege to offer Mr. Jin Taek Jung, CEO 
of Samsung Heavy Industries Co., Ltd a copy of Srila 

ISKCON Korea Performs Yajna for Samsung
By: Manojna Devi Dasi, iskcon news, July 16, 2022
https://bit.ly/3vDSIaJ

Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It As in the Korean 
language.

The Narasimhadeva yajna and the building of the 
ship were done in Geoje Island in South Korea, an 
area that houses one of the largest shipyards in the 
world. The total cost of this ship is approximately one 
billion U.S. dollars.

 iskcon Korea performing a special Narasimhadeva yajna

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

Samsung Korea
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The Passing of Govinda Madhava Das
By: iskcon news Staff, iskcon news, July 15, 2022
https://bit.ly/3Jx8bPF

Govinda Madhava Prabhu left this world on 
June 9th at his London residence where he had 
been living since 2005 with his wife Uma Dutt. 
The news saddens us all the more as he has always 
been a very devoted Vaishnava to the mission of 
Srila Prabhupada.

Born in Brazil 44 years ago, Anderson Malta 
met the devotees in 1990 and participated in cul-
tural programs organized by the Goura Vrindavan 
community in the Vale da Graúna region. It was 
there that he met Param Gati Swami who gave 
him initiation.

He first served intensely on the project of 
Goura Vrindavana, Vrajabhumi, and the Temple 
of Rio de Janeiro. In the early years of his long 
life as a brahmachari, Govinda Madhava devoted 
himself to distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books 
throughout Brazil in the two annual marathons. 
In the early 2000s, his spiritual master asked him 
to come and assist him in France and very quickly 
Govinda Madhava took on the responsibility of 
adoring Sri Sri Radha-Parisisvara, a service he 
performed while always seeking to perfect it with 
great dedication and skill.

It was during regular trips made to Paris to 
offer beautiful clothes to the Murtis that Uma met 
Govinda Madhava, her future husband. Born into 
a Gujarati family, Uma was keen to offer service 
to the Murtis of London and Paris. After their 
marriage, Govinda Madhava moved to London 
and found a stable job in the banking sector. Very 
serious in their practice, they continued their 
dedicated and unwavering service to the Supreme 
Couple in London and Paris together.

Govinda Madhava died due to covid-19 
and we are awaiting details from the medical 
community.

We are certain of the everlasting relationship 
that Govinda Madhava has nurtured with our 
Founder Acarya, who installed Sri Sri Radha-
Parisiavara in 1973, and pray to Srila Prabhupada 
that he guides this devoted soul and leads him to 
the lotus feet of the Supreme Couple.

With the prayers of all Vaisnavas who knew 
him, we bid farewell to Govinda Madhava Prabhu, 
with the hope that he continues his legacy and 
devotion to iskcon.

Govinda Madhava Prabhu
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
The following article was published in toto in “Atma Magazine” in 1983

THE ULTIMATE ANTI MATERIAL PARTICLE
“Those with the vision of eternity can see that the soul (atma) is transcendental, eternal, and be-

yond the modes of nature despite contact with the material body.” (Bhagavad-gita 13.32)

When scientists first split the atom, the magnitude and the intensity of the resulting release of atomic energy as tonished the 
entire world. Just as the tiny atom releases inconceivably powerful energies when bombarded by fast-moving, highly charged 
subatomic particles, conditions also exist under which the minute spirit soul, the life-force and real self of all be ings, fully displays 
the energies and characteristics of its original nature. Under ordinary material conditions, however, this true nature of the soul is 
invisible and unknown to us.

The soul, known in Sanskrit as atma, being far more subtle than matter, endures the death experience without being harmed 
or injured. Nor is it subject to the laws of birth, growth, and deterioration. In the Gita, the spirit souls are described as atomic, 
anti-material particles, which are “immutable,” “indestructible,” “in soluble,” “existing everywhere,” and “invisible.” The soul’s 
power to acti vate one material body after another through many incarnations, without losing any of its original potencies, is 
evidence of its almost limitless power.

Just as a photon (quantum of light energy) from the sun is an integral part of the sun’s energy, the soul’s amazing energy is 
derived completely from its relationship with God, the Supreme Soul. The Gita teaches that each soul is an “eternal, fragmental 
part’’ of Krishna.

These atomic parts are originally re lated to Krishna as the parts of ourbody are related to our whole body. For example, the 
hand not only draws its complete sustenance from our body, but also must feed the entire body. Similarly, when all the parts 
of the body act to serve the whole body, the body functions normally and 
har moniously. Because the soul is part of Krishna, its nature is to serve 
Krishna, and when it carries out this function, its original features gradually 
become manifest.

The soul is described in the Vedas as a marginal energy endowed with 
the choice to serve or not serve Krishna, or God. When the soul mani fests 
a desire to not serve God and to act independently of God, its inherent 
spiritual qualities become temporarily occluded due to forgetfulness of 
Krishna. When this happens, the soul leaves the pure spiritual energy field 
(the spiritual world) and, under the in fluence of the material energy, enters 
into a physical body.

...to be continued next issue

Your friend

Mukunda Goswami


