
Rights and Duties 
By Radha devi dasi

Different societies approach questions of social responsibility 
from different angles. The Manu-samhita, for example, explains 
social responsibility in terms of duties. Our scriptures contain 
copious instructions and examples describing and illustrating the 
duty of a society’s leader to protect and engage the citizens in 
their jurisdiction by providing a paternalistic standard of care. 
Each varna and ashram also has its own clearly defined duties.

Modern legal codes, on the other hand, often define the rela-
tionship between leaders and citizens in terms of rights. If people’s 
rights are protected, a government may not have much respon-
sibility for the actual well-being of the citizens. Recent events in 
America underscore the limitation 
of rights-based governance.

America has a long history of 
gun violence. Three years ago, we 
covered American school shoot-
ings in this column. At that time, 
America was reeling from the 
deadliest high school shooting in 
U.S. history. 19-year-old Nicholas 
Cruz used an AK-15 to murder 
17 people and injure 17 more. 
The shooting followed the death 
of Cruz’s mother and the end of 
his romantic relationship, and left 
his Parkland, Florida community 
in mourning. Many Americans vowed “never again” and 
surviving Parkland students became outspoken advocates for gun 
control.

Last month, 18-year-old Salvador Ramos took a similar rifle 
to an elementary school in the small town of Uvalde, Texas. He 
killed 19 students and two teachers, who died trying to protect 
the children in their class. Once again, America’s love for guns 
facilitated the slaughter of her youngest citizens.

The Uvalde, Texas shooting took place 10 days after a mass 
shooting at a grocery store in Buffalo, New York that resulted in 
the death of ten people and injuries to three more. As of the end 
of May there were 67 mass shootings in the U.S. in 2022 alone. 

These shootings killed 87 people and injured 324. America’s 
documented record of mass shootings goes back to the 1920s.

Despite the clear costs of easy access to firearms, America’s 
leaders have yet to take any meaningful action on the issue. 
Americans have easy access to high caliber firearms and that is 
not likely to change in the future despite the clear link between 
access to guns and mass shooting deaths.

America’s refusal to adopt common sense gun control laws 
is rooted in America’s Bill of Rights. Because the American 
Constitution’s second amendment establishes a “right to bear 
arms,” considerations like safety take a back seat. In fact, America’s 

Supreme Court recently ruled that 
a state government could not limit 
general access to firearms as a public 
safety measure. Under American 
law, the rights of a few citizens can 
create a public safety hazard and 
leave the government powerless to 
intervene.

This emphasis on an indi-
vidual’s rights rather than their duty 
to society reflects the selfish desire 
for sense gratification that is at the 
root of material culture. In a spiri-
tual culture, people aim to perform 
their duties without selfish desires 

for sense gratification and in a mutually cooperative way that 
inspires everyone to feel responsibly connected with each other. 

Increasingly, however, today many people feel less responsibil-
ity toward others because we experience social alienation. Taking 
responsibility for how others are affected by our actions requires 
that we feel some sense of connection to those people. Modern 
capitalist culture, however, has lessened our sense of connection. 
We primarily live in a culture of consumerism where dangerous, 
grimy, and underpaid work is the standard on a worldwide scale. 
Our focus is on material possessions and traditional values are 
less and less important. Overall, we as humans live isolated from 
nature and end up alienated from each other.
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Kenyan Presidential Candidate is an ISKCON Devotee
By: iskcon News Staff, iskcon news, June 22, 2022
https://bit.ly/3nCe8k8

On Sunday, June 19th, Prof. George Wajackoyah, a presi-
dential candidate for the Roots Party, revealed that he is an 
iskcon devotee and priest.

Wajackoyah acknowledged that he was a priest in the Hare 
Krishna movement in an interview with Tanzanian journalist 
Millard Ayo. His initiated name is Krishna-Balaram Dasa and 
he received initiation from Srila Prabhupada in Nairobi.

“I am a High Priest at the Hare Krishna temple – where I 
am referred to as a devotee. I have visited several temples across 
the world and I am highly revered, being the first African to 
hold such a position,” Wajackoyah stated.

According to the article, he took Millard Ayo to his office 
where he showed him the Bhagavad-gita, which he stated was 
akin to the Bible, so he could verify his assertions. He added 
that his exposure to the religion and time spent with Indians 
had influenced his way of thinking.

“We have our holy book – the Bhagavad-gita, which we use 
during our morning prayer. We apply some tilak on our fore-
heads and wear beads on our neck.” Wajackoyah continued, ” I 
do not eat meat or fish, I am a pure vegetarian.”

Wajackoyah ex-
plained that he was 
taken in by the devo-
tees after they saw 
him living as a street 
beggar and eating 
out of dumpsters. 
He claimed that at 
the age of barely 10, 
he was forced to flee 
his home.

“My parents 
separated because 
everyone thought I 
was an odd child. My 
mother carried me in 
her womb for 10 and 
a half months, and 
everyone thought I 
was a giant.”

“Nobody wanted me and so I left Western for Nairobi, 
where I ended up as a street urchin, feeding from garbage bins. 
I then met Indians from Hare Krishna who took me in and 
introduced me to the religion,” he added.

Wajackoyah let the journalist know that global leaders 
such as Nelson Mandela, Samora Machel, Steve Jobs, and the 
Beatles — were all participants in his religion. The presidential 
candidate, whose popularity has been on the rise locally, caught 
the attention of Tanzanians, who were impressed by his deep 
faith and convictions; he also has rising popularity with the 
youth and younger voters.
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Roots Party presidential candidate Prof. George Wajackoyah with 
Umapati Das on October 25, 2019

A saner society requires that we care about others and un-
derstand how our actions affect them. Material society, on the 
other hand, teaches us that our sense gratification can come at 

the expense of others’ lives and well-being. Without spiritual 
knowledge, we will continue to see the emphasis on “rights” 
regardless of the cost.

Prof George Wajackoyah at the Hare 
Krishna Temple on October 24, 2019

Prof. George Wajackoyah speaks to journalists at his Karen offices 
on February 17, 2022
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Questions Help Us Find Our Way
By: Jayaprakash Ramsaran, www.vaisesikadasa.com, June 25, 2022
https://bit.ly/3NJFy25

In his article “Self-Actual Engineer,” Professor Thomas P. 
Seage of Arizona State University writes, “Too often, we under-
estimate the importance of understanding our question. When 
you get lost in your search for knowledge, ask yourself, ‘What 
question was I trying to answer?’ and see if that helps you find 
your way again.”

“It is not the answer that enlightens,” playwright Eugene 
Ionesco ventured, “but the question.” And philosopher Jiddu 
Krishnamurti said, “To ask the ‘right question is far more im-
portant than to receive the answer. . . . The right question will 
inevitably bring about the right answer. But if we ask a wrong 
question, that wrong question evaporates into nothingness.”

Further, rhetoricians say that in conversation whoever is 
asking the questions is leading the conversation. “Whoever 
has the questions, holds the power,” Elisa Heikura writes in 
her blog, Developerhood. “The conversation is being directed 
through questions, and the person who expresses them is actu-
ally the one who decides what the conversation is about.” The 
“Harvard Business Review” offers this advice:

The wellspring of all questions is wonder and curiosity and 
a capacity for delight. We pose and respond to queries in the 
belief that the magic of a conversation will produce a whole 
that is greater than the sum of its parts. Sustained personal en-
gagement and motivation—in our lives as well as our work—
require that we are always mindful of the transformative joy of 
asking and answering questions.

The question-answer process is the basis of one of the core 
educational processes in the West: the Socratic Method, in 
which “the classroom experience is a shared dialogue between 
teacher and students in which both are responsible for push-
ing the dialogue forward through questioning. The ‘teacher,’ 
or leader of the dialogue, asks probing questions in an effort 
to expose the values and beliefs which frame and support the 
thoughts and statements of the participants in the inquiry. The 
students ask questions as well, both of the teacher and each 
other.”

With the question mark, we can control the narrative of 
our lives, discover truths locked in the hearts of wise people, and 
also look inside our hearts to find out who we are beyond the 
superficial—drawn by questions toward our highest potential.

In a story told in Srimad-Bhagavatam, a renowned teacher, 
Suta, appreciates the questions asked by his audience, a group 
of sages who had gathered to ask him about the purpose of 
life. The sages ask, “Please, therefore, being blessed with many 
years, explain to us, in an easily understandable way, what you 
have ascertained to be the absolute and ultimate good for the 
people in general” (1.1.9).

Suta answers, “O sages, I have been justly questioned by 
you. Your questions are worthy because they relate to Lord 
Krishna and so are of relevance to the world’s welfare. Only 
questions of this sort are capable of completely satisfying the 
self ” (1.2.5).

Want to learn more? Sign up to receive updates on my 
upcoming book, The Four Questions, here: www.thefourques-
tionsbook.com.
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Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org
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Devotees from Europe, as well as other parts of the world, 
have tirelessly continued their sincere endeavor to help devotees 
from Ukraine to find shelter, care, and support. The following 
figures are for week 16 of this devotee care/relief effort.
ISKCON Relief – 
Food Distribution, Week 16   

Quantity (FFL and/or in temples and houses)
Hungary 418
Slovakia 350
Spain 390

Country Refugees being Hosted
Britain (excluding Northern Ireland) 36
Bulgaria 37 (incl. 18 children)
Czech Republic 77 (incl. 36 children)
France (New Mayapur) 3
Hungary 38 (incl. 10 children)
Ireland 15 (incl. 4 children)
Poland 125
Slovakia 18 (incl. 8 children)
Spain 15 (incl. 5 children)
Sweden 30
Switzerland 62

ISKCON Relief – Reports
A Message of Acknowledgment and Gratitude

Our iskcon Europe Relief team would like to express deep 
gratitude to the devotees of iskcon Bahrain for their generous 
donation towards the Ukraine Crisis. The devotees auctioned 
‘Panihati Cida Dahi’ pots and raised $2,000 to support the 
refugees from Ukraine. These donations were, and will, be 
used towards providing shelter, prasadam (sanctified vegetarian 
food), and basic necessities as well as transport from the border. 
We pray that Lord Krishna blesses all our donors and their 
families with health, peace, and bhakti.

(See pictures here.)
Italy

Villa Vrindavana near Firenze and Prabhupada Dham in 
Genoa are full and cannot host more refugees at this point. 
However, there are still a few places at Villaggio Hare Krishna 
near Milano and also at Prabhupada Desh near Venice. These 
temples are requesting that expectations are made clear from 
both sides (the temple and the refugees) before arrival. If you 
are interested in going to one of these two temples then please 
contact Parabhakti das through the iskcon Relief website. 
http://iskconrelief.org/contact/

ISKCON Relief Ukraine Update — Week 16
By: iskcon relief, iskcon news, June 25, 2022
https://bit.ly/3NGiktZ

Scotland
The Vaishnava community “Karuna Bhavan” in Scotland 

wishes to invite two Vaishnavas who want to live at the temple 
in a separate apartment. A married couple, with or without 
children, or two men/women.

The community provides accommodation in a 2-room 
apartment 5 minutes from the temple and pays utilities and 
food (prasadam). The temple is located in a beautiful suburb of 
Glasgow, surrounded by nature and the community has a veg-
etable and alpaca farm. If you wish to be an active part of the 
yatra and engage in service six days a week then please contact 
us. Our preference is that at least one of the two devotees be 
an initiated brahmin, or that at least one be ready to receive a 
second initiation, which qualifies one for Deity worship.

In addition to living in the community, you will receive 
an allowance from the UK government under their program 
for Ukrainians. Assistance in applying for a visa and processing 
documents upon arrival will be given by us.

For more details, please call +380635156808
Spain

All facilities for refugee devotees coming to Spain are full 
and there is hardly any support from the Spanish government 
for Ukrainian refugees. Indeed some refugees want to leave and 
are looking for alternative places where they can take shelter. If 
your yatra has some places left, please contact Sukanti Radha 
devi dasi through the iskcon Relief website. http://iskconre-
lief.org/contact/
ISKCON Relief Team
MEET THE TEAM – Members of the ISKCON Relief Team

In this part of our ‘Meet 
The Team’ series, we would like 
to introduce you to one of the 
Core Committee members – 
Parabhakti das

Parabhakti das became a 
devotee in 1978 at the age of just 
16. He was looking for an alter-
native way of life and searching 
for God. One day a friend spoke 

to him about a ‘blue God’ and 
about ‘Krishna.’ As soon as he 
heard the words ‘Krishna’ and 

‘blue God’ it was like a bolt from the blue for him! He seemed 
to already know that name but he didn’t understand how that 
was possible. His friend also told him about devotees of Krishna 
selling books in the streets, and he immediately went looking 

Parabhakti das–iskcon Relief 
Core Committee member
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for them. He looked for days, until he finally met one. “I was 
astonished – I still remember the feeling of seeing this devotee, 
he seemed the only real thing, and all the others around him, 
like all things, appeared to be made of rubber,” says Parabhakti. 
Soon after that he went to the temple in Rome and joined right 
away.

As a brahmachari Parabhakti distributed Srila Prabhupada’s 
books and was part of an innovative project distributing 

prasadam at 
large concerts 
and events. 
There he met 
several VIPs. 
Later he met 
his dear wife 
Cinzia and 
together they 
have a beauti-
ful daughter, 
Gopi Sundari 
devi dasi and a 

granddaughter Camilla Sita. Gopi Sundari devi dasi is a doctor 
and she also runs a Yoga school at Villa Vrindavana as well as 
online.

To find economic stability, Parabhakti worked in trading, 
covering representative roles in companies of various sectors.

Prabhakti has also always been very concerned about en-
vironmental issues and therefore he co-founded an association 
for the protection of the ocean’s environment. He also opened a 
professional school for scuba divers and marine guides.

For the past 18 years, Parabhakti has been serving with 
great dedication as the temple president of Villa Vrindavana, 
close to Florence. Furthermore, he serves as the Director for 
iskcon Communications in Italy, the vice-president of iskcon 
Communications Europe, and the vice-president for iskcon 
Italy. “However the service that satisfies me most is 
taking care of devotees and bringing people closer to 
Krishna consciousness through conferences, semi-
nars, and meetings, etc,” says Parabhakti.

Immediately after the terrible war in Ukraine 
started, the Italian yatra raised over 20.000 Euros 
which were directly sent to Ukraine and to neighbor-
ing countries that offered help to the devotee refugees.

At present Villa Vrindavana hosts 14 refugees, 
one of them having just been born and is less than a 
month old! The devotees at the temple are taking very 
nice care of the newborn in every respect. There are 
also a few refugees at other temples in Italy.

Parabhakti says: “iskcon Communications 
Global and the iskcon Euro rgb have promptly tak-
en action to cope with the emergency and gradually 
the assistance system has improved and become more 
effective. There is still a lot to do but the desire is to 
create a structure that can offer a prompt response to 

emergencies that devotees are faced with, both in Europe and 
around the world, as well as organizing large-scale distribution 
of prasada, especially in areas affected by war and other severe 
calamities.”
ISKCON Relief – Resources 
Relocation Services

The iskcon Relocation Services is run by Loka Pavani Devi 
Dasi and three of her Vaishnavi colleagues. They work tirelessly 
to put together useful and updated information about available 
help which can be accessed in different European countries. 
Such information includes government benefits, government 
accommodations, relocation in temples and devotee’s homes, 
and a list of iskcon centers especially equipped for helping 
women and children to find safe facilities. Refugees can learn 
about different options, and make informed decisions on where 
to go. You can find all this information at the ‘Country Specific 
Fact Sheets for Ukrainian Devotees’ at:

http://iskconrelief.org/ukraine-crisis-resources/
Crisis Management Team

The Crisis Management Team has appointed local coordi-
nators for several countries. These local coordinators offer help 
to refugees and assist devotees. Don’t hesitate to contact them. 

A list of the national coordinators for several countries can 
be found at:

http://iskconrelief.org/ukraine-crisis-structure/
Please visit our newly created website at:
http://iskconrelief.org/

ISKCON RELIEF SOCIAL MEDIA
Please follow us on our newly established Facebook and 

Instagram:
Facebook @iskconrelief
Instagram @iskconrelief
Visit previous reports here

Panihati pots that were auctioned by iskcon Bahrain for the iskcon Europe 
Relief effort 
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Devotee Care Expanding to a 
Temple Near You
By: Nrsimhananda das, iskcon news, June 19, 2022
https://bit.ly/3bMDMjJ

The Devotee Care initiative has been expand-
ing worldwide since 2015. Many hundreds of 
devotees have taken the Devotee Care course. Find 
the course and everything else related to caring for 
devotees at devoteecare.org/

This course can be a great boon to your tem-
ple, devotees, and congregations and you can host 
it at your temple. The Devotee Care committee 
can provide instructors for you. It’s a win-win situ-
ation because the more your devotees care about 
each other’s welfare, the more people are attracted 
to your temple and community.

The Devotee Care initiative is apolitical, 
heart-centered, and absolutely necessary if we are 
to expand in North America.

Who cares? We care.

For more information, please contact Vraja 
Raman (+1 425-652-7471), Seattle, to book a 
Devotee Care course. He will fill you in with all 
the details.

UK Devotee Care Committee Member, Jaya 
Nitai Das and his wife, Bhava Bhakti Devi Dasi 
from London will be on the eastern side of the 
Rockies in July/August. He is available to come 
to your temple and discuss how Devotee Care has 
spread through the UK yatra. They managed the 
Soho Street temple for 14 years! Now they are ed-
ucating and manifesting Devotee Care conscious-
ness throughout the entire UK. Please contact 
me if you can take advantage of their US pres-
ence. They are a very inspiring Krishna conscious 
couple. Your congregations will adore them.

http://devoteecare.org/
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Personal 
   Message
(This MTF was previously published in July 2008)

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

“Pride Goeth Before the Fall” is often said. The earliest “English” version I could find in this connection 
is from The Old Testament (Proverbs 16:18), which reads, “Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.”

The final section of Sanatana Goswami’s Hari Bhakti Vilasa includes the following passage: “sarva tyage 
’py aheyayah sarvanartha bhuva ca te, kuryuh pratisthavisthaya yatnam asparsani varam.” This has been 
translated as “Even if one can give up all material desires, the desire for fame is very difficult to give up. 
This desire for fame, which is compared to stool, is the root cause of all anarthas. Therefore, one should 
carefully avoid touching this stool-like desire for fame.”

In one edition of “Father Sergius,” a short story by Leo Tolstoy, published in 1898, Tolstoy is quoted as 
saying, “The struggle to conquer lust is only an incident, or rather, a stage. The chief struggle is against a 
different evil -- the desire for glory among men.”

I once saw a bumper sticker in America that read, “It’s hard to be humble when you know you’re number 
one.”

If pride is actually the source of all offenses that would mean that pride forms the basis for desiring 
intoxication, sex, meat and gambling. So, in one sense, pride becomes the primary obstacle for a person on 
the Krishna conscious path. But “humility” or “amanitvam,” 
is NOT one of the twenty-six qualities of a devotee (verses in 
the Caitanya-caritamrita Madhya 22.78-80). It IS, however, 
specifically mentioned in the Bhagavad-gita 13.8.

Perhaps it is because of language differences, and maybe 
because it is a subtle philosophical point, that the pride/
humility question is somewhat sidelined. However, Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabu makes it clear in his third Siksastakam 
verse that one should be “more humble than the grass.” Since 
the Siksastakam is recited daily in some Iskcon temples, and 
since it represents the ONLY verses left by Sri Caitanya, its 
teachings should be considered eminently important.

Your friend,

Mukunda Goswami


