
Affording Morals
By Radha devi dasi

The democratic form of government was once hailed as the 
solution to monarchs and oligarchs who neglected their citizens 
and promoted their own self interests. Democracy, a form of 
government that allows citizens to have a voice in shaping their 
government, has been the world’s dominant political institution 
for the past 300 years. But democracy, especially in capitalist 
economies, assumes an informed public who can understand 
and vote on issues based on what is best for their society. New 
research from Harvard University, however, belies that assump-
tion. It has been clear for many years that not all voters have the 
education or interest to understand the issues they vote on. A 
new study by Harvard economists shows that many voters ignore 
their moral and ethical beliefs when voting.

The study found that wealthier people are more likely to 
vote against their own financial interests than poorer people. 
Wealthier people can afford to prioritize moral concerns that 
don’t immediately af-
fect their personal fi-
nances. In other words, 
morals are a luxury 
good, at least when it 
comes to politics. This 
phenomenon helps 
to explain why a large 
segment of American 
voters say that it is not 
important for a leader 
to have strong moral 
or religious values. For 
many voters, the need to meet their financial needs is the only 
important consideration. But a society’s moral values and beliefs 
(or lack thereof ) play a critical role in how that society’s economy 
develops and who is cared for in that society. 

When voters are impelled to ignore moral concerns, society 
suffers. The World Values Survey, an international research pro-
gram which explores people’s values and beliefs, and how they 
change with time and wealth or lack thereof, gives this broad ex-
ample of how morality, money and government policies interact: 
“People’s beliefs play a key role in economic development, the 

emergence and flourishing of democratic institutions, the rise of 
gender equality, and the extent to which societies have effective 
government.” Citizens in financial need, however, prioritize their 
own short term financial gain. As a result, moral values such as 
justice and compassion are not included in the political decisions 
these people make. We see the results when elders and children 
are not cared for, when the sick go without medical care, when 
the hungry are not fed.

This tendency to make decisions on financial grounds alone is 
one more fatal flaw in attempting to make a more ethical, peace-
ful society through democratic means. In Srimad Bhagavatam the 
sages who enthroned King Prithu point out that a society’s leader 
must give protection to all citizens and that he may have to make 
policy decisions that most citizens will not understand. The self-
less leader can prioritize the long term benefit of his subjects. His 
duty is to protect everyone under his rule and he is enjoined to 

enhance the relation-
ship of the citizens 
with the Supreme 
Lord. When citizens 
are unprotected and 
feel forced to prioritize 
economic issues over 
moral concerns, it is 
no wonder that the 
world is full of injus-
tice and conflict. 

As Vaishnavas, we 
may not see a clear 

path to a different kind of society, one based on God conscious 
values. In this age of Kali, we have seen monarchs and tyrants 
abuse their power and even kill their own citizens. The godly king 
described in Srimad Bhagavatam is missing in our world. We 
must continue to spread Lord Chaitanya’s teachings. In this age, 
society will continue to suffer from hunger, armed conflict and a 
host of other ills, no matter what type of material political system 
is used. By raising the consciousness of the people around us, we 
can set the stage for a fairer and more compassionate society. The 
only real shelter is Krishna Himself.
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A Look at Mayapur Nrsimhadeva’s TOVP Temple
By: Sunanda Das, Temple of the Vedic Planetarium, iskcon news, May 15, 2022
https://bit.ly/3Gre7bq

Mayapur Nrsimhadeva’s tovp Temple is scheduled for 
completion and opening in 2023. While Lord Nrsimha will 
not be relocated into His new home at this time, this milestone 
event will herald the Grand Opening of the tovp in 2024. 
The video below displays computer-generated images of the 
completed altar as well as the finished Nrsimha Temple Hall. 
The altar was designed by Rangavati Devi Dasi and Svaha Devi 
Dasi.

To help with funding to complete this important section 
of the tovp, the fundraising department is currently running 
the #GivingToNrsimha 12 Day Matching Fundraiser. 

You can sponsor a Nrsimha Brick with your name in-
scribed and placed under the Lord’s altar, a Prabhupada 
Award, Prabhupada/tovp Trophy or make a Pledge Payment 
or General Donation of any amount.

Go to the #GivingToNrsimha 12 Day Matching 
Fundraiser page TODAY and give your support to open Lord 
Nrsimhadeva’s Temple in 2023.

Click the video below or visit https://youtu.be/qmYCkbOSQT4 to take a look at Mayapur Nrsimhadeva’s TOVP Temple

https://tovp.org/donate/giving-to-nrsimha-tovp-12-day-matching-fundraiser-2022/
https://tovp.org/donate/giving-to-nrsimha-tovp-12-day-matching-fundraiser-2022/
https://tovp.org/donate/giving-to-nrsimha-tovp-12-day-matching-fundraiser-2022/
https://youtu.be/qmYCkbOSQT4
https://youtu.be/qmYCkbOSQT4
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The Governor of Kerala 
state of India, Honorable 
Arif Mohammad Khan 
officially inaugurated the 
brief biography of Srila 
Prabhupada titled ‘The 
Captain’ written by Toshan 
Nimai Das from iskcon 
Pune on 4 May 2022.

Written and presented 
on the occasion of the 125th 
anniversary of the appear-
ance of Srila Prabhupada, 
this book is based on Srila 
Prabhupada Lilamrita and 
other biographies of Srila 
Prabhupada and is presented in a brief biography style in 14 
chapters. After each chapter, the author has added an essay 
containing philosophical tidbits, historical information, and 
practical application points such as easy-to-remember acro-
nyms, icons, statistics, etc. The book’s appendices contain other 
relevant and interesting information about Srila Prabhupada. 
Full of pictures and hand illustrations, this book is written 
mainly for guests and dignitaries visiting iskcon, for school 
competitions on Srila Prabhupada, and for new devotees, etc.

The book is already translated into all prominent Indian 
languages of various states and it is also being translated into 
foreign languages. Gradually editions in other languages will be 
published with the help of local temples.

This book is available to order. Bulk orders will be given a 
considerable discount. If you wish to print this book in your 
local language, order books, or make any inquiry you may 
write to the author at toshannimaidas@gmail.com or fill 

out the google form https://forms.
gle/ruFpZLLVtXyQgCYPA
About the Author

Toshan Nimai Das is a resident 
monk at iskcon nvcc, Pune. He has 
written and teaches courses on spiri-
tuality, lifestyle management, and 
philosophy at various colleges and in 

the temple. For the past fifteen years, Toshan Nimai Das 
has studied ancient spiritual texts and has a passion to share 
the insights and worldviews contained therein.

Toshan Nimai Das was attracted to the idea of ‘simple 
living, high thinking,’ after graduating from Pune University 

Honorable Governor of Kerala Inaugurates 
New Srila Prabhupada Book
By: iskcon news Staff, iskcon news, May 22, 2022
https://bit.ly/3lTvlVo
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with a B.E. in Information 
Technology. After working 
for a few years in software 
companies as a software 
developer, he adopted a full-
time monastic life to further 
his knowledge, deepen his 
spirituality, and share these 
timeless principles with the 
wider society.

He is also an author of 
a widely appreciated fiction 
‘Weed Out.’ This book gives 
awareness and solutions to 
the problems of addiction 
through a thrilling story. He 

has also assisted in the translation and editing of multiple other 
books. He has built a collaborative online community transla-
tion platform ‘translations’ for the translation of heritage books 
through multiple volunteers.

He has launched vital (Vrindavanchandra Institute of 
Theology, Arts and Languages) which conducts various courses 
in the areas of theology, fine arts, and linguistics. He is part of 
iskcon’s gbc spt (strategic planning team) and assists with its 
various services.

He is a co-founder of the app Vrinda, a mobile application 
platform that connects classical and spiritual artists with events. 
He is working on a crowdfunding platform ‘Vidyartha,’ which 
will donate spiritual and inspirational books to school libraries 
using contributions from alumni and another mobile applica-
tion platforms for connecting volunteers and services.
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Honorable Arif Mohammad Khan officially inaugurated the brief biogra-
phy of Srila Prabhupada titled ‘The Captain’

mailto:toshannimaidas@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/ruFpZLLVtXyQgCYPA 
https://forms.gle/ruFpZLLVtXyQgCYPA 
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Evolution and Beyond (video)
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, May 21, 2022
https://bit.ly/3NLnGVj

Although not an advocate of creationism, 
Sadaputa Dasa (Dr. Richard L. Thompson) dem-
onstrates in this lecture that most evidence for 
the evolution theory also supports the theory of 
intelligent design. And since Darwinism leaves so 
much about human nature unexplained, he sug-
gests we broaden our view and approach alternate 
outlooks with an open mind.

Click the video above or visit https://youtu.be/9DLGnAIoqyE to watch Evolution and Beyond
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Sadaputa Dasa (Dr. Richard L. Thompson)

https://youtu.be/9DLGnAIoqyE
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Personal 
   Message
Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Below is a summary of what I said in my class on Jayananda Prabhu’s Disappearance Day, May 14.

Jayananda departed 1 May 1977 on the Gregorian calendar. Jayananda started the first Ratha-yatra parade in Los Angeles, Venice 
Beach on 15 August 1977.

A few months before the festival, he was escorted down Ocean Front Walk, which spans both Santa Monica and Los Angeles. He 
was using a wheelchair at that time because he was in an advanced stage of leukemia (a terminal cancer). He was accompanied by 
Karandara, Ramesvara, and Mukunda Goswami. Near the end of the street the party of four encountered a uniformed Los Angeles 
policeman who introduced himself as Sergeant White. With arms akimbo, White stopped them, and extended his right hand to 
Jayananda. He spoke of a gunfight in central Los Angeles, the night before, in which a devotee of Krishna saved the life of White’s 
partner. He wanted to thank and congratulate the Hare Krishnas for their heroic intervention. We never found out the details.

However, we took this encounter, along with the fact the Ocean Front Walk was teeming with tourists from near and far, that this 
would be the location of the city’s first Ratha-yatra festival.

The festival was scheduled to take place on 15 August 1977.

25 banners were produced on an industrial sewing machine, each measuring 50 meters (174 ft.) by 2 meters (6.5 ft.) to be later 
strung up to street lights at prominent intersections. Each banner said, “Festival of the Chariots – Free Feast for 10,000.”

Enough potato salad had been made for all 10,000, and it was cooled in refrigeration vehicles lining Watseka Avenue, in front of 
the temple, and enough perfectly spiced pampadams were made for everyone. There was also blueberry halavah on hand to feed 
the masses – all for free. There were three painted elephants with riders dressed as clowns. 

At the end of the day, seven of us gathered in Ramesvara’s conference 
room to watch the 11:00 national CBS news. The reporter, Sharon Lovejoy, 
encountered Mr. and Mrs. James Kohr.

SL: “And what brings you here all the way from Grand Junction, Colorado 
[about 2,700 kilometers (approximately 1,500 miles) away]?

J & J Kohr. “Well our son built these carts, and he died about three months 
ago, so we wanted to see what he’d done.”

Your well-wisher,

Mukunda Goswami


