
Spiritual Solutions and Climate Change
By Radha devi dasi

Since April 1970, when the 
first modern movement around 
environmental protection be-
gan, Earth Day has become an 
annual reminder to voice and 
share our commitment to pro-
tect the air we breathe, the wa-
ter we drink and treasure what 
mother nature has offered. As 
the climate crisis becomes ever 
more serious, each Earth Day 
that comes along takes on ex-
tra significance. Established in 
1970 in the US, the annual event brings together millions of 
people from around the world in support of the environment, 
highlighting the urgent action we need to take to save our planet. 

Earth Day 2022 comes after a report from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published 
in August 2021 which was described as a “code red for human-
ity,” with scientists warning that this century temperatures are set 
to rise beyond 2°C compared to pre-industrial levels (a scenario 
that would have catastrophic effects worldwide). Meanwhile, 
there was huge disappointment around the agreement signed at 
Cop26 in November 2021, showing the magnitude of the chal-
lenge we face.

“The origins and history of Earth Day [were] about motivat-
ing people to motivate their governments to take action,” says 
Kathleen Rogers, president of Earthday.org. “Fast forward to 
2022 and we have a climate agreement that’s not doing its job 
and governments back-pedaling on their climate commitments.

Urgency around global warming is nothing new. Despite 
wide spread, scientifically based confirmation of the problem, 
despite international treaties, and despite the popular will in 
most nations, the industrial processes that fuel global warming 
continue unabated. At best, we can hope to slow climate change.
Nothing accomplished thus far shows any hope of halting or 
reversing global warming.

The root of the global 
warming crisis is human 
activity. Over the last three 
decades of the 20th Century, 
gross domestic product per 
capita and population growth 
were the main drivers of in-
creases in greenhouse gases. In 
other words, global warming 
is driven by the fact that there 
are more people who continue 
to use resources at an increas-
ing rate. 

Thus, global warming is the direct result of a spiritual 
problem. As conditioned souls, we seek happiness in the form 
of material sense gratification. However, the happiness derived 
from sense gratification is temporary and limited, leaving us ulti-
mately unsatisfied. In the absence of spiritual knowledge, we seek 
increasing sense gratification (using more and more resources) 
in the same way that a heroin addict requires ever increasing 
amounts of the drug simply to feel normal. But nothing material 
ever provides lasting happiness.

The solution to our environmental crisis does not rest in 
new technologies or political agreements. To save our planet 
(and ourselves) requires a shift in consciousness. In addition to 
developing “green industries” we all have to commit to reducing 
consumption and living less materially opulent lives. This need 
is especially prevalent in the developing and developed countries 
where we have the margin to reduce consumption while still liv-
ing comfortably.

But to convince others (and ourselves) to live more sim-
ply requires an understanding of the source of real happiness. 
Without understanding our identity as spiritual beings, we will 
continue to seek satisfaction in the wrong places. Only transcen-
dental knowledge can provide the foundation necessary for a real 
solution to the climate trends that threaten us all.
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ISKCON Toronto Launches Canada’s First 
Bhakti Academy
By: Radhapriya Chawla, iskcon Toronto Communications, April 23, 2022

https://bit.ly/3KsEChh

In 2008, devotees founded the 
Bhakti Academy in Gainesville, Florida. 
This live-in space facilitates students to 
learn and practice bhakti-yoga while in 
many cases continuing their university 
studies. Since its inception, over 250 
students have attended the Academy 
and many have made a formal commit-
ment to Krishna consciousness and are 
actively involved in iskcon full-time or 
part-time in America, South America, 
Europe, and Asia.

Now, after months of planning 
and coordination, Bhakti Academy’s 
Kalakantha Das visited Toronto and 
conducted a review of the facilities, and 
green-lighted the launch for mid-May. 
The recent renovations conducted by 
iskcon Toronto’s Building Improvement Committee played a 
large part in providing the capacity to add facilities for Bhakti 
Academy. “A couple of years back we planned to add new fa-
cilities, washrooms, devotee lounges, a prasadam facility and 
classrooms. At that time, we did not fully understand Krishna’s 
plan to send bright young men and women to get trained up 
in bhakti and make full use of these facilities,” said Indresh Das 
who is heading up the temple renovations and assisting in the 
launch of Toronto’s Bhakti Academy.

Brihat Mrdanga Das, from Houston, Texas, and a graduate 
of Bhakti Academy Gainesville will lead the Bhakti Academy 
program in Toronto. He will be joined by an assistant from 
Houston and the search is also on for someone to help with the 
women’s program.

The Bhakti Academy is an educational program that is 
open to all who seek to learn, serve and share in a community 
of like-minded friends. The program provides university and 
college students or recent graduates with an immersive experi-
ence in a temple atmosphere.

Students will live in a dedicated Academy ashram within 
the iskcon Toronto temple for one to two semesters where they 
will practice bhakti yoga by studying the Bhagavad-gita, Srimad 
Bhagavatam, and other prominent scriptures. In addition, stu-
dents will learn about japa and mantra meditation, the practice 
of kirtan and bhajans, cooking prasadam, and the mood of 
devotional service. Students will participate in the daily morn-
ing program as well as temple services and outreach including 

kitchen assistance, cleaning and maintenance, temple gardens, 
Govinda’s restaurant, Harinam, and book distribution.

The Bhakti Academy at iskcon Toronto will officially 
launch on Nrsimha Caturdasi, Sunday, May 15th with prepara-
tions for up to a dozen students to eventually join the program. 
The first term will begin the last week of May and conclude 
on August 26th and thereafter will follow general university 
semester scheduling. Applicants are required to have a strong 
desire to practice bhakti yoga in a drug free environment and 
applications are rigorous to ensure a determined commitment 
to the program. In exchange for room and board and train-
ing, students will pay nominal tuition and/or render full-time 
service to the temple.

Bhaktimarga Swami said, “The Bhakti Academy is an im-
portant step in the infusing of 243 Avenue Road as not just a 
temple but also a learning center. People can come and partici-
pate and have a really wonderful time in a beautiful setting. We 
are very pleased and honored to have our devotee friends from 
south of the border helping in getting this launched. We are 
excited to see this come to fruition!”

Students are already expressing interest in joining the 
Bhakti Academy and it is anticipated that the program will 
steadily grow in interest and participation. This new and excit-
ing initiative for iskcon in Canada will help expand and culti-
vate young and energetic new members for Srila Prabhupada’s 
mission.

***
For more information, check out BhaktiAcademy.ca
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The Bhakti Academy at iskcon Toronto will officially launch on Sunday, May 15th

https://bhaktiacademy.ca/
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This is the extraordinary journey of Gordon “Jay” 
Erdman, a brilliant young American student who became 
Jayapataka Swami, a global spiritual leader. Beautifully 
written by Steven J. Rosen (Satyaraja Das), this is the un-
told story of a person who has circled the globe over the 
last 5 decades, faced numerous challenges, and is a shining 
example of what it takes to carry forward the mission given 
by one’s spiritual master.

Jayapataka Swami is one of the senior-most sannya-
sis in the Hare Krishna movement and a dear disciple of 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. 
From pioneering unique initiatives, uniting communities, 
attracting followers around the world, and distributing 
God’s mercy to every town and village, Jayapataka Swami’s 
activities described in this book will inspire you to explore 
your own spiritual journey and your connection with God.

The 358-page book is already an international bestseller 
on Amazon in the categories of Intolerance, Persecution & 
Fundamentalism, Social & Cultural History, Early Modern 
History, and second in Sociology (Kindle Store).

You can order your first copy from Amazon India and 
Amazon U.S.

New Book Launch- From Milwaukee To Mayapur
By: Khusboo Basan, iskcon news, April 23, 2022
https://bit.ly/3klKQVx
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Vrindavan Garden in Mayapur
By: Saranagati dasi, iskcon news, April 23, 2022
https://bit.ly/3vY6a94

Vrindavan Garden in Mayapur is a project where we hope 
to offer visitors and residents an opportunity to experience 
Vrindavan Dhama within Mayapur Dhama; revealing Krishna’s 
pastimes; its connection to Mahaprabhu, the six Goswamis, and 
Srila Prabhupada. The goal is to deepen visitors’ understanding 
of Krishna’s childhood pastimes, and to present Krishna lila in 
a fun, educational way so that visitors leave the park with a last-
ing spiritual impression that will assist them in their spiritual 
journeys.

With an area of 11.7 acres, the vision of Vrindavan Garden 
is to provide a spiritually inspiring atmosphere where devotees 
can relax and perform their sadhana within the peaceful aro-
matic gardens; expand their knowledge and appreciation for 
the holy dhama; as well as provide a venue for the Jhulan Yatra, 
and other festivals celebrated throughout the year.

To achieve our goals, we use traditional techniques and 
materials such as general landscaping, natural stone, marble, 
and special thematic compositions for the architecture, small 
architectural forms; sculptures, ponds, and fountains.

Interactive Exhibition: a display of audiovisual, technical 
media experiences (Educational/Entertaining).

Krishna Children’s Park/Maze: a playground with the 
theme of Krishna’s childhood pastimes and a mandala maze for 
entertaining energetic children and youth.

New Loi Bazaar: (Shops/Refreshments) offers traditional 
refreshments connected to Sri Vrindavan Dhama and supports 
cottage industries.

Six Goswamis Museum: acknowledges the six Goswamis 
before everything, as they established the places of pilgrim-
age in Vrindavan. Presenting the Goswamis through reliefs, 

https://www.amazon.in/Milwaukee-Mayapur-Steven-J-Rosen-ebook/dp/B09XBCTRCW/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Milwaukee-Mayapur-Steven-J-Rosen/dp/8195230393/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SBKHP7FH766P&keywords=from+milwaukee+to+mayapur&qid=1650716531&sprefix=from+mil%2Caps%2C61&sr=8-1
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Jhulan Area: an open area where festivals can be held; sur-
rounded by the temples of Vrindavan.

Krsna Lila Garden: exquisite gardens and architectural 
landscapes depict and reveal Krishna’s childhood pastimes 
within Vrindavan Dhama, through large models, temples, 
forests, ponds, and fountains. Guests will meet demons such 
as Aghasaura in the form of a big cave which you can walk 
through, Trinavarta the whirlwind demon towering 30ft high, 
and the Putana hill – she lies down dead 100 feet long with 
Krishna playing on her body. There is a bridge going over her 
and the public can see the exhibit from the top, as well as hav-
ing a view of the entire park from there.

The Yamuna: flows to Kusum Sarovara bordered by the 
fragrant flower gardens where the Gopis gathered flowers for 
Krishna. Flower pagodas are resting places and there will be 
tranquil meditation spaces. The Boat festival can be held here, 
as well as other special festivals and preaching programs.

Govardhan Hill: caves will lead inside the hill where there 
will be diorama reliefs – to the left side [or first cave] it will 
show Nanda Maharaja preparing offerings for Indra; on the 
back wall [as a background] the diorama will depict the lift-
ing of Govardhan Hill. Krsna will be holding up the hill with 
the Vrajavasis and cows underneath. Scattered around there 
will be pillars that are designed like residents of Vraja hold-
ing up the hill and there may be a few statues – all decoration 
inside will be connected to the lifting of the Govardhan hill 
pastime; to the far-right wall [or cave], the diorama wall relief 
will depict Lord Indra praying, demigods showering flowers, 
a Surabhi cow with flowing milk and Lord Krishna. [At the 
entrance courtyard of the Garden, in New Loi Bazaar, there 
may be prasad distribution]. There will be a mini-diorama of 
the Govardhana Hill pastime.

paintings, and showcases, as well as Srila Prabhupada and his 
contribution to Vrindavan. (Mahaprabhu revealed the Dhama, 
the six Goswamis established it and Srila Prabhupada took it to 
the West.) (Educational).

Krishna Lila Gallery: a display of artwork and reliefs pre-
senting the pastimes of Krishna as they happened chronologi-
cally. The pastimes are written on a brass plaque.

Miniature Vrindavan village & Vraja Mandala Parikrama: 
consisting of the important landmarks of Vrindavan, this model 
village displays miniature buildings which have been developed 
as an educational and tourist attraction. It is an exact replica 
of Vrindavan. Vraja Mandala Parikrama – main places on the 
parikrama path are placed around the miniature village.

A summary of the features within Vrindavan Garden in Mayapur
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Varsana: four hills of Varsana: Vrishabhanugarh (Palace 
of Vrishabhanu); Vilasagarh (Loving pastimes of Radha and 
Krishna); Maangarh (Radharani in ‘isolation’ with a loving 
anger state) Maan Mandir; Daangarh (Collecting ‘tax’ (curd/
butter) from the gopis), and a Peacock pastime, which will fol-
low the mood of a famous painting.

Nandagram Nandiswar Hill: Lord Siva in the form of a 
hill. This attraction will be on a hill, with a replica small temple 
with a parikrama path going around.

Shyama Kund & Radha Kund: at Lalita Kund you will see 
the Jhulan Swing with a Mandala underneath the swing that 
will have a yantra design/mosaic using semi-precious stones. 
Surrounding Radha Kunda and Shyama Kunda are the Gopi’s 
Groves/Kunjas – small enclosed private gardens… each distinct 
in its own fragrance, color, and mood from the others. They 
will provide nice meditative spaces.

Bullock Cart Rides: will provide transport alongside the 
main parikrama path.

***

Newsletter Issue 1 March 2022:
https://drive.google.com/

file/d/14PgRBoRwq4Zwot-jIjK8BpZtQNejNwCz/
view?usp=sharing

Progress Report and Useful Links March 2022:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ0dJFoKh47CThpkNt

NGcIDfMlnWjuKc/view?usp=sharing

For more information and to sign up for the newsletter 
please email Vrindavan Garden Mayapur

Bullock cart rides will be the mode of transport within the gardens
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14PgRBoRwq4Zwot-jIjK8BpZtQNejNwCz/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14PgRBoRwq4Zwot-jIjK8BpZtQNejNwCz/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14PgRBoRwq4Zwot-jIjK8BpZtQNejNwCz/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ0dJFoKh47CThpkNtNGcIDfMlnWjuKc/view?usp=sharing 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ0dJFoKh47CThpkNtNGcIDfMlnWjuKc/view?usp=sharing 
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Thoughts on Earth Day
By: Administrator, www.dandavats.com, April 23, 2022
https://bit.ly/3vTI1QK

By Giriraja Swami

On Earth Day, I 
thought of a prayer that 
resonated with me in my 
youth. “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein. 
For He has founded it on 
the seas, and established it 
on the floods. Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the 
Lord, or who shall stand 
in His holy place? He that 
has clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who has not lifted 
up his soul to vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully. He shall 
receive the blessing from 
the Lord.” (Psalm 24:1-5)

Later, when I met Srila 
Prabhupada, I came across 
a verse, spoken by the Lord 
Himself, Krishna, which 
confirmed and expanded 
the same principle. “A per-
son in full consciousness 
of Me, knowing Me to be 
the ultimate beneficiary of 
all sacrifices and austeri-
ties, the Supreme Lord of 
all planets and demigods, 
and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living 
entities, attains peace from the pangs of material 
miseries.” (Bhagavad-gita 5.29)

How, then, should we deal with the earth 
and its resources? “Everything animate or inani-
mate that is within the universe is controlled and 
owned by the Lord. One should therefore accept 

only those things necessary for himself, which are 
set aside as his quota, and one should not accept 
other things, knowing well to whom they belong.” 
(Isopanisad 1)

Thus one should be happy and satisfied in  
Krishna (God) consciousness.

Hare Krishna

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

mailto:feedback@mukundagoswami.org
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Sri Vyasa-Puja

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale  
 srimate bhaktivedanta-svaminn iti namine

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine  
 nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

Your teachings were against the grain;
You gathered souls from an unlikely terrain.
Unmitigated sadness and
Material madness you switched to gladness.
Happy we sang the foreign refrain, 
The Krishna mantra, never in vain.
The material world thought you beyond,
Yet your thought was adopted both sides of the pond.
New English words you brought to the fore,
Bringing joy not known before.
You sang and danced and played music aloud 
In front of the doubters, the unlikely crowd.
‘Twasn’t frivolous fun, though some took it that way.
Internal contentment had its sway.
Eating our way back to Krishna, or God  -
Soon thousands became part of the squad.
You railed against those who thought God was a ghost, 
Giving those who said God was airy a roast.
One and different you taught, with samples, 
Making the complex simple by your many examples.
We tend to think the gold mine is king;
A golden necklace-still the real thing.
Your teachings still sing 
Like a precious ring.
And now many can shout
They know what life’s about.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


