
Ukraine: Same Story Different Day 
By Radha devi dasi

Global news headlines are filled with stories about the current 
situation in Ukraine where Russian troops have met Ukrainian 
troops in repeated battles. Millions of Ukrainians have been dis-
placed to other countries while countless others have fled Russian 
troops within the country. Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy reports that cities across Ukraine have been bombed 
beyond recognition. In one sense, this is old news. Human soci-
ety has continuously engaged in warfare throughout our recorded 
history. Africa and the Middle East have 
seen wars that last decades. 

The conflict in Ukraine, however, 
attracts attention because it is taking 
place in the relatively developed western 
hemisphere. While some armed conflicts 
have only regional effects, events in the 
Ukraine are now affecting everyone in the 
world.

The Ukrainian conflict has delivered 
a shock to global energy markets, sending 
fuel prices skyrocketing. A food shortage 
is next. A crucial portion of the world’s 
wheat, corn and barley is trapped in 
Russia and Ukraine due to the conflict, 
while an even larger portion of the world’s 
fertilizers is stuck in Russia and Belarus. 
The result is that global food and fertilizer 
prices are soaring. Since the invasion last 
month, wheat prices have increased by 
21%, barley by 33% and some fertilizers 
by 40%.This disaster has exposed the consequences of a major 
war in the modern era of globalization. Prices for food, fertilizer, 
oil, gas and even metals like aluminum, nickel and palladium are 
all rising fast — and experts expect worse as the effects cascade. 
Ukrainian farms are about to miss critical planting and harvest-
ing seasons. European fertilizer plants are significantly cutting 
production because of high energy prices. Farmers from Brazil 
to Texas are cutting back on fertilizer, threatening the size of the 
next harvests.

China, facing its worst wheat crop in decades after severe 
flooding, is planning to buy much more of the world’s dwindling 
supply. And India, which ordinarily exports a small amount 
of wheat, has already seen foreign demand more than triple 
compared with last year. While virtually every country will face 
higher prices, some places could struggle to find enough food 
at all. Despite the fact that war causes suffering to everyone, we 
cannot seem to avoid it.

The history of the modern era has been 
filled with attempts to end war. World 
War I was naively called “the war to end 
all wars” by those who could not believe 
that the world would ever risk death and 
destruction on the same global scale. The 
League of Nations was formed to resolve 
conflict peacefully, yet less than two de-
cades later another global war broke out.

World leaders attempt to prevent war 
through the United Nations and numer-
ous regional alliances and agreements. 
Despite these efforts, armed conflicts take 
place in every region and at every season. 
The underlying cause of war is not religion, 
national security, democratic uprising, or 
any of the “reasons” that are used to explain 
conflicts. Srila Prabhpada explained that 
wars are inevitable in this world because 
the cycle of sinful activities and consequent 
reactions carries on. The ultimate solution 

to the problem is a change in consciousness. While we retain 
a sense of ownership over the material nature and continue to 
focus on our differences rather than our similarities, we will have 
conflicts.

As Krishna says in Bhagavad-gita, real peace can come only 
when we recognize that He is the owner of everything and the 
friend of everyone. In that consciousness, we can be satisfied with 
what we have and acknowledge the bond between all of Krishna’s 
children.
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Ukraine Conflict Updates
By: iskcon News Staff, iskcon news, March 14, 2022
https://bit.ly/3umIYAu

1: Mariupol Evacuation Notice
The following announcement has been 

sent to us from the European Crisis Team and 
reported by Sukanti Radha devi dasi. It was 
received on March 14th. We have no further 
information and are posting what we received.

“We have confirmation of de facto cease-
fire in the direction of the humanitarian cor-
ridor for private transport along the route: 
Mariupol (towards the village of Melekine-
village of Portovske – town of Mangush-
Berdiansk – Zaporizhia).

As of right now, more than 50 private cars 
have already passed Berdiansk and are mov-
ing in the direction of Zaporizhia. As of now, going through 
checkpoints does not cause problems. Important information 
for all those who have left and are planning to leave.

All Mariupol residents are waiting for first aid, accommo-
dation, and assistance further at the address: Zaporozhye, 41 
Recordna street, circus building.

Contact person: Rempel Andrei Volodymyrovch tel. 067 
522 80 18 Yulia Pogrebnyak 095 277 71 11

The curfew will end at 8 pm Ukraine time.
We hope as many devotees as possible will be able to use 

this route for we do not know when another passage like this 
will be open.

Note: We cannot officially guarantee security in the direc-
tion of this corridor, but this is the only corridor with which 

there is an official approval and which actually works today. 
That is why we are informing you about the opportunity to 
use the information in case you make your own decision to 
evacuate by your own transport.”

2: Kyiv Devotees in the Chernovtsy Temple: March 12th, 
9:30 PM EST

Currently, the devotees there are sleeping on the floor, and 
the temple room is divided into two parts by a curtain.

The devotees will be carrying out a Food For Life program 
feeding 150 refugees daily.

Prasadam distribution, feeding the needy sanctified food, 
in dire situations like this one becomes a uniting force and a 

mission for devotees.

3: Shocking News of Devotee Families Trapped, 
March 10th, 7:00 AM EST

People around the world are shocked at the 
horrors unfolding in Ukraine. iskcon News re-
ceived this startling text message from a distraught 
devotee, trapped in the city of Mariupol. Per IN 
policy, we did not publish or share it until we were 
able to verify the report and get permission from 
leaders in the region to publish it. Our goal first 
and foremost is to assure that devotees are not put 
into further danger. We have not edited what fol-
lows except where explicitly noted, nor corrected 
the English.

Written by Leela Manjari:
SOS!!! Please help. Take us out!!!
LEFT shore, Mariupol under terrible bombardment.
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Kyiv devotees in the Chernovtsy temple #Share Your Care 
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ACCOMMODATING REFUGEES in Hungary
As far as accommodation is concerned, to date, 90 

Ukrainian devotees have come to Hungary, including 32 
children. Some devotees were in transit and just stayed 
overnight, others are staying longer term to rest and weigh 
up their options.

Presently there are 60 Ukrainian devotees (18 chil-
dren) in Hungary, some are housed with devotees, some in 
the Budapest temple and others in the New Vraja Dhama 
farm community. Five families (7 Vaishnavis 
and 4 children), are in New Vraja Dhama and 
have expressed a desire to be a part of the 
community long-term.

iskcon Hungary will be receiving another 
30+ devotees soon, and are in communication 
with another 30 who are expressing a desire 
to come.

Members of the Crisis Coordination 
team, Bhaktipada Goswami, and Nilamani 
Cakravarti devi dasi are working in coopera-
tion with local devotees to help the Ukrainian 
devotee refugees; picking devotees up from 
the border, feeding them, giving them accom-
modations, and providing practical help.

 FOOD RELIEF FOR REFUGEES
As far as food distribution is concerned, the Food for 

Life Hungary team has also been on a marathon feeding 
refugees on the Ukraine/Hungarian borders, in refugee 
shelters in Budapest, and in the countryside as well others 
on the request of the local government and the owners of 
the shelters. The daily distribution of food is between 600 
– 2,000 plates of hot prasadam, alongside fruit, bread, and 
biscuits.

Hungarian Relief During Ukraine Conflict Report
By: Caitanya Chandra Das, iskcon news, March 14, 2022
https://bit.ly/3tAKgbS

Can’t get out and out. Only the cen-
ter leaves, they forgot about us, and
this is a lot of people. We have 14 people 
at home, 7 of them are children,
the youngest is 1 month old, three more 
are 2 years old. There is no light,
water, heating, no communication, there 
are broken windows, today it
is -3 degrees outside at night. Every day there are terrible battles.
I almost do not sleep, the psyche is at the limit. 
We continue to chant and read.
We ask you to disseminate information 
about the desire for an evacuation
that is not carried out. There are a lot of us on the 
Left Bank of the city of Mariupol, it was not pos-
sible to leave. Please convey this message to
Chaitanya Chandra Charan prabhu (His dis-
ciples we: Anadi Gopal d, Leela
Manjari dd, still remained on the left, 
now it is not known if they left –

delete from the list: Naam Mahima, Jai 
Gaurangi, Ekachakra vijay, Advaita
Purusha and Yamuna Tira, their 4-year-
old son Danil.), Also with us are the
disciples of H.H. Indradyumna Maharaja 
(Yadu Kumar and Rasa Sundari, their
daughter Govardhaneshwari, 2 years old). 
Please pass this letter to His
Holiness) we are in great need of both 
prayer support and evacuation.
There are also disciples of H.H. Niranjana 
Maharaja and Bhaktivigyana
Gosvami. What is going on is beyond words. 
Everything is destroyed, houses
are on fire, craters are everywhere and 
bombs are flying … Please send
this letter to everyone you can.
Contact only through [deleted] in Viber, etc.
We are located on [deleted]. There are a lot of people nearby in the
bomb shelter in the [deleted], children, take us out….

Accommodating refugees in Hungary
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Under the guidance of Niranjana Swami, a new website 
has been launched so that the worldwide devotee community 
can help Ukraine. Shareyour.care will be a direct way for you to 
help Ukraine. Not only will you be able to financially donate, 
but you will be able to sign up to volunteer as well. Share Your 
Care will give you a window into the life of Ukrainian devotees 
living in the conflict, and it will also be a way for Ukrainian 
devotees to request assistance. The same information can also 
be found in our Verified Donations article. 

HH Niranjana Swami Addresses the Worldwide Devotee 
Community (Video)

A Letter from Share Your Care
Dear Devotees,

We appreciate your prayers and financial support for 
Ukrainian devotees during these critical times.

All donations will be used to support the devotees suffering 
from the conflict in Ukraine.

Donations will be used for the following:
•Helping devotees and their families relocate from conflict 
zones
•Help support devotees who are unable to maintain themselves
•Supporting brahmacharies
•Deity Service
•Food Relief

Decisions on how to allocate donations will be made by 
the devotees responsible for dispersing the funds. If you would 
like your donation used for a specific purpose, you may specify 
it as well.

All reports will be submitted to iskcon leadership, care of 
H.H. Niranjana Swami.

Continued on page 5

On the request of the Indian 
Embassy, Food for Life also took 
part in Operation Ganga, feeding 
thousands of Indian students fleeing 
Ukraine into Hungary. At the peak of 
the operation, they were delivering 
1,500 hot meals, altogether deliver-
ing 6,000 plates of hot food to the 
students.

All this on top of their regu-
lar Food for Life activities to the 
Hungarian population, 2,000 hot 
meals daily – local congregation 
devotees were brought in to assist 
with the increased service.

More recently prasadam/food dis-
tribution to refugees has been focused 
on two train stations in Budapest and 
six refugee centers scattered across 
the country, averaging around 600 
hot meals daily, soon to increase to 
900 as more refugee centers are established as a result of 
the increasing number of new arrivals.

We would like to thank our congregation for their kind 
help, and also our sponsors and supporters for assisting us 
in this time of need.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
All glories to Sri Sri Radha Syamasundara!

Share Your Care: A New Website to Help 
Ukraine Directly
By: Kamala Radha devi dasi, iskcon news, March 12, 2022
https://bit.ly/3JDFG1U

ht
tp

s:/
/b

it.
ly/

3t
AK

gb
S

The daily distribution of food is between 600 – 2,000 plates of hot prasadam, 
alongside fruit, bread, and biscuits

https://www.shareyour.care/
https://iskconnews.org/verified-donations-for-ukraine/
https://youtu.be/MHikHPY7yJo
https://youtu.be/MHikHPY7yJo
https://youtu.be/MHikHPY7yJo
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Ukrainian devotees are encouraged to share their stories 
with us so that we may assist you better. To upload your pic-
tures and videos, please visit our file share: https://tinyurl.
com/2p8kdab2
Your servants,
ShareYourCare Team

Chernigiv, Ukraine. Mataji Inna Tells Her Story (Video)

Volunteers Needed!
At this moment the need for more volunteers to help at 

Share Your Care is massive. Mostly answering emails, cor-
responding with donors, and keeping in touch with devotees 
who are in need of help. Some of the volunteer positions are 
remote and some are on the ground.
Volunteer Opportunities:
•Communication Representative with Existing Donors – English

These candidates will correspond with those who have 
already donated and need to receive an update on how dona-
tions are being disbursed. These candidates would be emailing 
donors and letting them know how their donations are being 
used and will include pictures and stories from the Ukrainian 
devotees.
•Communication Representative within Processing – English

These candidates will be emailing individuals interested in 
donating and explaining the process of not only how to donate, 
but how the donations are distributed. This candidate will also 
be corresponding with people that have donated and want to 
know about the processing time (sometimes it can take up to 
7 days for transfers to go through), and donors need to be kept 
in the loop.
•Communication Representative with Corporate Sponsors and 
Foundations – English

There are specific ways of writing and communicating with 
companies and foundations that want to donate to us – these 

types of entities may need more information than an individual 
would.
•Communication Representative Managing Outgoing Devotees – 
Russian + English

These candidates would support devotees in Ukraine 
not only with funds but also by helping them to escape from 
Ukraine (if this is their goal). These individuals will create a list 
of the safe routes out of Ukraine, and make sure that they have 
all the proper paperwork to leave. These candidates will also 
help them board transportation. Volunteers to meet them on 
the EU side and help them receive food and accommodations 
are also needed.
•Volunteers to Support Ukrainian Devotees Abroad from Ukraine 
– Russian + English

These candidates will help Ukrainian devotees get resettled 
and help them find ways to live. We have faced some cases when 
devotees have arrived in Poland, where 30 people are staying in 
one room and they don’t have funds or knowledge on what to 
do or where to go next. We would like people to help devotees 
fill out forms and to help them find jobs and possible housing.
•Process Optimization of Donations – Russian + English

We have a list of points where we can avoid no-need com-
missions and fees, or can get better rates exchanging donors’ 
currency to local UAH and we need individuals who can help 
us with this.
•CRM (Customer Relationship Management) – Skilled with 
experience

Maintaining a CRM list with regular updates. We have 
about 15,000 devotees originally from Ukraine. We need to 
know how many of them are located in a particular area or city, 
what is the capacity of their accommodations, what are their 
plans, and how we can assist them and get them aid.

Share Your Care says that if none of these positions fit your 
skill, please still contact Share Your Care and let them know 
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what you would like to do. Any and all skills are 
needed at this critical time. 
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VIHE Returning to Onsite Courses, 
June 2022
By:Syamala Devi Dasi, iskcon news, March 12, 2022
https://bit.ly/3D9DcGs

We are pleased to share that the VIHE will be resuming 
onsite courses in Vrndavana in June 2022. We would like to 
welcome you to join the Bhakti-sadacara (a pre-bhakti sastri 
course) or the Bhakti-sastri course.

Along with enhancing the knowledge of the students, this 
kind of structured study also enables them to preach better, 
see the world from a sastric perspective, enhance their faith 
and conviction, cultivate vaisnava qualities and apply the 
sastric knowledge in their personal lives.

The courses include classes, workshops, assignments, 
sloka memorization, and exams. There are also japa sessions, 
values classes, dhama darsana, and festivals.

Please share this with anyone who you think may be 
interested.

Bhakti-sastri: Jun 16, 2022 to Oct 31, 2022
More information on https://vihe.org/bhakti_sastri.html

Bhakti-sadacara: Jun 30, 2022 to Oct 23, 2022
More information on https://vihe.org/bhakti_sadacara.

html
To register for any of the above courses or for any inqui-

ries, please email courses@vihe.org or call / WhatsApp us on 
+91 8979943134.

Hope to see you soon in Vrndavana.
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

The following is an excerpt from Jayapataka Swami’s book called “Gauranga.”

The Supreme Personality of  Godhead, Lord Śri Krishna, descends to this earth once in a day of  Brahma. Brahma’s day is 
calculated as one thousand cycles of  four ages or yugas: Satya, Tretā, Dvāpara, and Kali. Krishna comes in the Dvāpara-
yuga and Lord Caitanya comes in the Kali-yuga, which began about five thousand years ago, and is characterized by 
quarrel and hypocrisy.

It is very hard to be materially happy in the Kali-yuga, but there is one redeeming quality of  this age. Although the 
Kali-yuga is like an ocean of  defects, one can get liberated from material association and achieve the spiritual kingdom by 
chanting Krishna’s holy name: Hare Kṛṣṇa, Hare Kṛṣṇa, Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. 
Usually it takes many, many births to achieve the spiritual sky, but by the mercy of  Lord Caitanya, through chanting Hare 
Kṛṣṇa, one can achieve it in a relatively short period of  time. 

In the Satya-yuga people lived for 100,000 years, in Tretā-yuga they lived for 10,000 years, and in Dvāpara-yuga 1,000 
years. When Krishna was speaking Bhagavad-gītā He was a grandfather - He was 125 years old. Of  course, Krishna has a 
spiritual body and He didn’t look any older then a twenty or twenty-five year old man.

But in this Kali-yuga, people are described as being short-lived. They only live for around 100 years; therefore a special 
process of  self-realization is required for the people of  this age. Lord Caitanya comes to show us by His own example, how 
to follow the teachings left by Lord Krishna, and attain perfection in this age. He gives us the process by which we can get 
back to kṛṣṇa-loka - back to our original life of  purely loving Lord Krishna.

Narada Muni Visits Lord Krishna in Dvārakā

In the Caitanya-mangala, it is described that the great sage Narada Muni 
could foresee that the Kali-yuga was coming very soon. He wanted to 
ask Lord Krishna what was the solution to all the problems of  Kali-
yuga, so he went to meet Krishna at Dvārakā. 

At that time Krishna was staying at the palace of  Satyābhamā, and He 
had informed Rukmiṇi that later He was going to visit her palace. So 
she had cleaned the palace with all her maidservants and she had the 
children all dressed nicely, the paṇḍitas there to chant the Vedic Mantras, 
and full water pots ...

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


