
 The Bhagavad-gita warns us of the danger of disrupting fam-
ily life. When Arjuna tells Krishna his doubts about fighting the 
Kurus, he argues that destroying a family is a crime. Families, 
he says, are vital to keeping important spiritual traditions alive. 
Without the leadership of elder family members, Arjuna says, all 
of society is disturbed.

Yet, family destruction is the story of Kali-yuga. Modern 
societies have expanded the definition of family to include any 
combination of people, or even beloved pets. Arjuna, however, 
is referring to the extended families of traditional societies. The 
loss of these family structures is a main driver of moral collapse in 
today’s world. Families, once multi-generational clusters of many 
siblings and extended kin, are breaking up 
into ever smaller and more fragile forms.

The initial result of that fragmentation, 
the nuclear family, seemed, at worst, innocu-
ous. But then, because the nuclear family 
is so brittle, the fragmentation continued. 
In many sectors of society, nuclear families 
fragmented into single-parent families, 
single-parent families into chaotic families or 
no families. 

Writer David Brooks explains this modern family decline. 
Life is freer for individuals, he writes, and more unstable for fam-
ilies. Life is better for adults but worse for children. The loss of 
interconnected and extended families, makes all but the wealthy 
more vulnerable to financial and emotional problems.

In her book, Dark Age Ahead, urbanist Jane Jacobs writes 
that in modern societies families are “rigged to fail.” With no 
family safety net and with family unity governed by one roman-
tic relationship, families are almost certain to fall apart. Children 
grow up in unstable situations and are more prone to mental 
illness, incarceration and drug abuse. They miss the generational 
wisdom that family members can hand down. They are not given 
the opportunity to see how conflict can be resolved or how family 
members can work together so everyone is better off.

Traditionalists have focused on preventing divorce as the 
key to preserving families. That approach, however, misses the 
fundamental problem. Pinning the survival of the family on one 
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relationship, keeping husband and wife together, does 
not provide the same benefits as an extended family. An 
intergenerational community of people who love and as-
sist one another is vital for social stability. The lack of this 
community only makes divorce more likely.

In response to this breakdown of family support, some 
people create “forged families.” These are social groups 
who strive for the same connectedness an extended family 
brings. Creating such groups requires both intention and a 
willingness to sacrifice one’s immediate self-interest for the 
benefit of others.

As spiritual practitioners we may also be affected by 
the tendency to think in terms of the 
nuclear family. Our family of origin 
may be uninterested in, or even 
hostile to, our lifestyle and beliefs. It 
is often up to us to create our own 
extended network of support. We 
can only do this if we remember that 
our duty of care is not just for the 
people in our own small households. 
Srila Prabhupada created iskcon, in 

part, so that the devotees could have loving exchanges.
One pitfall that can undermine our attempts to cre-

ate family-like connections is the swiftness with which we 
sometimes judge moral failings within our devotee com-
munities. From banning children who watch television 
from devotee-led schools to shunning someone we deem 
“in maya,” there has been a tendency to isolate ourselves 
from others who appear to be on a lower spiritual level 
than ourselves. But instead of isolating ourselves, these are 
precisely the moments in which we should be reaching 
out. If we see our community as our family, we will extend 
ourselves to help those who struggle. And we will also get 
the support we need when our turn comes. Family rela-
tionships are intended to survive conflicts and hard times. 
If we want a society in which spiritual values and practices 
take center stage, we have to remember that our love and 
care need to extend outside the walls of our homes.
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Remembering Yamuna Devi Dasi
By: Khusboo Basan, iskcon news, December 20, 2021
https://bit.ly/3JuOZlo

Yamuna Devi Dasi was a pioneer and a true inspiration 
in iskcon. She dedicated 45 years of her life to the service of 
Guru, Krishna, and Vaishnavas. She was known for a number 
of services, such as leading kirtans in India in front of thousands 
and publishing vegetarian Indian cookbooks, which won many 
awards.

Born Joan Campanella, Yamuna Devi came to iskcon in 
September 1966 through her sister, and it was then that she 
met her spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada.

In August 1968 Yamuna Devi, her husband Guru Dasa, 
and four other disciples of Srila Prabhupada fulfilled the long-
cherished desire of their parama guru, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur, by opening an iskcon temple in London, 
England. There was a lack of resources for the six devotees, but 
their faith and perseverance eventually connected them with 
The Beatles and they introduced George Harrison to Krishna 
Consciousness.

Her Devotion to Her Spiritual Master
Giriraj Swami recalls the first time Srila Prabhupada’s 

poem “Markine Bhagavata-dharma” was published in an 
issue of Back to Godhead magazine and Yamuna Devi read it. 
“Gurudas, Yamuna, and I got together to look at the magazine, 
and Yamuna read the poem out loud. It was written in a mood 
of deep humility and dependence on Krishna, and when she 
got to the end—‘Signed—the most unfortunate, insignificant 
beggar, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami’—she burst into tears.”

She had once asked Srila Prabhupada about the amount 
of times he actually spent with his spiritual master to which 
Srila Prabhupada replied that there were only a few, but their 
relationship was very close. Then he said, “Those who think 
that association with the spiritual master is physical, they are 
no better than a mosquito sitting on the lap of a king. And 
what is the business of a mosquito? Simply to suck blood. So 
many of my godbrothers, they were big, big sannyasis, and they 

thought like that, and they simply sucked blood.”
Yamuna Devi took these words of her spiritual 

master to her heart. She said, “So that was a 
turning point for me, to realize that Prabhupada 
was going to leave this planet: ‘He is an old man, 
and he is going to leave, and I have to prepare.’”

She recalls, “Prabhupada said, ‘I am speaking 
because you want to hear so much’. So he knew 
that hunger. I never expressed that to him, but he 
knew.” As Yamuna often said, Srila Prabhupada 
was completely aware of every disciple in every 
way—both their internal consciousness and the 
external manifestations of their service.

She was very strong in reading and studying. 
Every morning she would read the Bhagavatam 

Srila Prabhupada and Yamuna Devi Dasi
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and the teachings of the acharyas—Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Thakura and Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura—taking 
special note when they spoke about the holy name. This was 
a major focus for her, and she would relish reading, especially 
instructions related to nama-bhajana and to guru-seva.
Srila Prabhupada Called Yamuna Devi Dasi a Sannyasini

Srila Prabhupada, “His wife is also great devotee, you know 
Yamuna. So now Yamuna has taken a very nice path. She has 
also become sannyāsīnī. Although there is no sannyāsīnī for 
women, but she has voluntarily taken. She is doing very nice; 
therefore I advised her husband that “You also take sannyāsa.” 
Because wife’s affection is very, very tight knot.”

Gurudasa Sannyasa Initiation — San Francisco, July 21, 1975.
About Srila Prabhupada’s Kirtan

She said, “Srila Prabhupada’s kirtan had no tinge of being 
a performance. It was purely for the pleasure of Krishna. It 
allowed the chanters access to the fact that the Lord’s holy name 
and the Lord Himself are non-different. He said that the key to 
engaging in kirtan without anartha was hearing and studying 
our literature and that gradually one would rise to the platform 
of pure devotional service.”

In correspondence to Bhakta Carl, Yamuna Devi wrote, 
“Leading and chanting in kirtan has little to do with how we 
sound to each other. It has much more to do with how we call 
out to Krishna and immerse ourselves in hearing the vibrations 
of the holy names. What a vehicle for experiencing the love of 
Godhead.”

Yamuna Devi said that to the degree one follows Srila 
Prabhupada, to that degree things are revealed, and she gave 
the example of Bhakti Tirtha Swami. She felt that because of 
his deep connection with the holy name—his dedication to 
japa, his private time with japa—he was able to perceive Srila 
Prabhupada’s presence in separation. She said, “Prabhupada 
freely gave everything to all of us. But it is the individual’s 
hankering, which leads him to make certain decisions in his life 
to catch that mercy, that facilitates his or her perception of Srila 
Prabhupada, especially in separation.”

The Govindam Prayers
Yamuna Devi led the vocals for the Govindam Prayers, 

and the recording, composition, and production was done 
by George Harrison himself. It was released to the public and 
topped the European music charts.

George Harrison was so impressed by her singing that he 
told her that he could make her one of the most famous and 
celebrated vocalists in the world. But she wasn’t interested. 
Her singing was — pure devotional service to please Srila 
Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha-Govinda.

In this context, Mukunda Goswami recalls, “But the 
devotees in Los Angeles didn’t want Prabhupada to hear this 
because they thought it was very strange that a woman’s voice 
would be leading the Hare Krishna mantra. And so they didn’t 
let Prabhupada hear it. One morning, just before the greeting 
of the Deities, Prabhupada was sitting on his Vyasasana. When 
the Deity doors open in Los Angeles, there is a big billow of 
incense smoke from the charcoals. The devotees use a lot of 
incense, and when they open the doors, it kind of pours out 
like a big cloud coming out. So right before this, Prabhupada 
said, “What about that record that the devotees sent from 
London?” He had heard about it. But they told him, “It is just 
Yamuna singing; we don’t want you to hear it.” Then they said, 
“There is no place to play it.” And he said, “Just play it on the 
system – the speakers.”

In [the] Los Angeles temple there are very large speakers 
where they play lectures. They said, “Okay,” and very reluctantly 
went and fetched the recording and played it. It was just at the 
right time, and it is about six minutes long. As the Deity doors 
opened, Prabhupada didn’t say a word. He just listened with 
his eyes closed. Devotees got to see streams of tears coming 
down his cheeks. That day Prabhupada ordered that the song 
be played in temples all over the world at the time of greeting 
the Deities.
Her Kirtan

Yamuna-devi had a dream and Giriraj Swami recollects it 
here, “In this dream, or vision—whatever it was, she took it as 
very real—she was a sage in the forest and Srila Prabhupada was 
also in the same forest, and somehow he engaged her in doing 
kirtan. She felt that from her past life there was a connection 
with Srila Prabhupada in relation to kirtan.”
Her Cooking

She served as the personal cook for Srila Prabhupada for 
eight years. This turned out to be an inspiration for her own 
cookbook entitled, “Lord Krishna’s Cuisine: The Art of Indian 
Vegetarian Cooking” which won multiple awards, including the 
International Association of Culinary Professionals Cookbook 
of the Year.

She later wrote, “For two years, I was part of a group 
that accompanied Srila Prabhupada on extensive tours of the 
subcontinent that gave me the opportunity to learn from 
scores of famous temple brahmana cooks. In some cases, I 
was privileged to be the first westerner allowed in previously 
restricted temple kitchens.”

Yamuna Devi Dasi leading kirtan
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She paid attention to every detail. For instance, once when 
Srila Prabhupada was coming to Vrindavan, she went to the 
Vraja-vasis and asked, “What is the best way to make Vraja-vasi 
rotis?” They told her, “You have to get this red Punjabi wheat 
berry. You have to grind it in the morning, and then you have to 
cook it with neem wood.” She followed all these steps involved.

Yamuna devi then went into Srila Prabhupada’s room and 
placed a hot roti before him. He took one bite and remarked, 
“This is from red Punjabi wheat berries. You crushed them this 
morning and used neem wood to cook the rotis.” She had not 
told Prabhupada this, he just knew everything. Even then, he 
had an improvement proposal. He said, “Just one thing. They’ll 
be wonderful if you fry them for another one or two seconds.”

Her Deity Worship
In 1969, at John Lennon’s Tittenhurst Manor in England, 

Srila Prabhupada began teaching Yamuna the fundamentals 
of deity worship, or seva-puja. Prabhupada taught her how to 
bathe, clothe, and decorate his six-inch Radha Krishna deities, 
as well as how to perform arati, using his own six-inch Radha 
Krishna deities. He continued to train her while she was in 
India with him, and she began worshiping her first tiny deities 
in 1971.

When Yamuna was assigned the task of preparing 
for deity seva at iskcon’s impending Krishna Balarama 
Mandir in Vrindavan in 1972, Srila Prabhupada requested 
her to research the Goswami temples in Vrindavan for 
deity worship standards, attire, and procedures. And now, 
a just recently published Yamuna Devi: The Study of Seva-
Puja teachings are now available to the masses. Read more 
about The Study of Seva Puja at https://iskconnews.org/
new-book-explores-yamuna-devis-study-of-seva-puja/.
Saranagati Ashram

Yamuna and Dinatarini moved extensively, then settled in 
Saranagati Village in Canada to live a simpler life and share 
kirtan, classes, deity seva, and devotional inspiration. There, 
Yamuna Devi showed deep empathy and care to iskcon’s 
youth, and she spent so much time engaging and encouraging 
them in Krishna consciousness. She had a powerful impact on 
their lives.

Continued on page 5

Her Deep Sadhana
Giriraj Swami remembers, “In the afternoons when there 

was some free time, Yamuna-devi would chant in the courtyard. 
It was very cold in Amritsar in November, but it would be a 
little warmer when the sun came out in the afternoon, and 
she would sit cross-legged with her back erect and chant Hare 
Krishna maha-mantra japa continuously with her eyes closed—
nonstop. She told me then that when she chanted, her ears 
and mind and heart opened up to the holy names and that 
the names would enter and she would just hear the sound. She 
would be fully absorbed in the sound, not even thinking that 
she was chanting the holy names or that these were names she 
was hearing—she was just absorbed in the sound.”
Her Last Days

At about 6:30 in the morning on December 20, 2011, 
Yamuna Devi’s constant companion and spiritual confidante, 
Dinatarini dasi, found that Yamuna had left her body. Her 
hand was in her bead bag, and a slight smile was on her face. 

She looked completely at peace—even blissful. She had been 
unafraid of death. She had been confident that she would 
again be with Prabhupada, or somehow engaged in serving his 
mission.
Her Samadhi

Yamuna Devi Dasi’s samadhi stands alongside samadhis 
built for three other late disciples of Srila Prabhupada: 
Narmada Goswami, who worked with the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust in Mumbai; Purnachandra Goswami, who preached for 
many years in Russia; and Vibhu Chaitanya Das, the head 
cook for the deities at the Krishna Balarama Mandir, who 
lived there since Srila Prabhupada’s passing. Yamuna Devi’s 
beautiful samadhi has an arched dome and is covered with 
intricate carvings of peacocks, pillars and arches. Vishaka Dasi 
mentioned, “Although smaller, it is very much in the same style 
as the samadhi of Vaishnava Saint Vishvanatha Chakravarti 
Thakura. Yamuna was very fond of it. Of all the samadhis in 
Vrindavana, it was her favorite.”

On the front of Yamuna’s samadhi a plaque reads: 
“Unalloyed Servant of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya of the International 
Society for Krishna Consciousness, Yamuna Devi Dasi. May 19, 
1942 – December 20, 2011. She knew the art of devotional 
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Yamuna Devi Dasi cooking in her kitchen
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The Samadhi of Srimati Yamuna Devi Dasi, Vrindavan

https://iskconnews.org/new-book-explores-yamuna-devis-study-of-seva-puja/
https://iskconnews.org/new-book-explores-yamuna-devis-study-of-seva-puja/
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Malati Devi Dasi, Dinatarini Devi Dasi, and Yamuna Devi Dasi

Russian Hare Krishnas Win Case in European 
Court of Human Rights
By: Staff, iskcon news, December 11, 2021
https://bit.ly/3sBcbrR

service, lived a dedicated life of devotion, and graciously 
and joyfully gave the gift of bhakti to others.”

For more information you can read “Yamuna Devi: 
A Life of Unalloyed Devotion” which is a loving offering 
of devotion from some of the many devotees who were 
deeply impacted by her.
Her Main Concern

Yamuna Devi was very much concerned about the 
position of women in iskcon.

One day Prabhupada had come into his room and 
Malati Devi Dasi and Yamuna Devi had just made his bed 
and done whatever else had to be done in the room. Srila 
Prabhupada responded and said that this is very unusual 
for a sannyasi to have this service done by women but 
it was appropriate. He continued, “Sometimes I am like 
your father and you are like my daughters, and sometimes 
you are like my mothers and I am like your son.”
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The Hare Krishna devotees in Russia are growing in 
numbers every year and chanting the names of Lord Krishna for 
the spiritual benefit of everyone. However, on November 23, 
2021, the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
France took a decision based on an appeal from the Centre 
of Societies for Krishna Consciousness in Russia and its 
Head of Law Department Maha-Balarama das. The reason 
for the appeal to the ECHR was the negative assessment of 
the Hare Krishna organization by the state authorities of the 
Ulyanovsk region of the Russian Federation and the refusal to 
approve a harinama, i.e. singing and chanting God’s names 
in public, in Moscow. The events took place in 2010 as well 

as 2013 respectively, and it took all these years for the court 
to carry out the decision. In the appeal, Maha-Balarama das 
complained about the inability of the Russian authorities to 
protect the Hare Krishnas from defamation. In particular, 
it was about the project “Beware of Sects!” organized by the 
authorities of the Ulyanovsk region in 2008 and the brochure 
“Be careful: Sects!” distributed within the framework of this 
project. According to Maha-Balarama das, the word “sect” 
carries a negative connotation in the Russian media. The 
second complaint concerned the Moscow authorities’ ban on 
conducting a harinam.

The Centre of Societies for Krishna Consciousness is a 
religious organization that consists of more than 70 regional 
Centres for Krishna Consciousness, all of which are officially 
registered in the Russian Federation and thus have the 
government’s permission to hold services and engage in social 
welfare work. The Society’s teachings are based on the centuries-
old Vaisnava philosophy, also known as bhakti-yoga, which 
originated in India. The Hare Krishna Movement in Russia was 
started in 1971 when Srila Prabhupada visited Moscow, and 
in 1988 the organisation was officially registered in the USSR.
Russian devotees during harinam

The Court found a violation of Article 9 of the Convention 
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, which guarantees freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion, in the actions of the Ulyanovsk authorities, and 

Devotees dancing in the streets of Russia

In her last days Yamuna Devi said, “But if Krishna does give 
me some more time, I would like to do something for the women, 
to support the women, to give a strong voice to the women.”
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a violation of Article 11, which guarantees 
freedom of assembly and association, in the 
actions of the Moscow authorities. The Court 
decided to recover 7,500 euros from the Russian 
Federation in favor of each of the applicants as 
compensation for moral damage.

In its decision, the echr said, “It is 
particularly striking that the regional State 
authorities had considered themselves at 
liberty of casting aspersions on the religion of 
an officially registered and lawfully operating 
religious organisation which the applicant 
center was.”

According to Maha-Balarama das, it is 
important to note that the problems which 
made him appeal to the echr are not systematic 
problems but rather just particular cases, which, 
if ignored, could potentially lead to difficulties 
in Krishna’s devotees’ activities in Russia long-term.

Recently there have been no serious issues for the Centre of 
Organisations for Krishna Consciousness’ activities in Russia. 
Harinams are now regularly held in many cities throughout 

medium books and the rest were maha and big books. It was 
something. I took three breaks in 10 hours!
How did you feel after hearing you broke this record?

I never shared this but it’s been my goal since I was 22 
(now 26). I actually read this book by Harikesha Prabhu called 

Russian devotees during harinama
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Mahotsaha Das Breaks Book 
Distributing Record
By: Ravi Ramgoolam, iskcon news, December 18, 2021
https://bit.ly/3qt826S

“I want that you all my students shall very 
vigorously try for this book distribution.” Srila 
Prabhupada, Letter to Kirtiraja — Vrindaban 
November 27, 1971

Mahotsaha Das has proven that the words 
of our Founder-Acharya, His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada are still living 
strong in the hearts of many. Our beloved Srila 
Prabhupada’s heartfelt call to all his students of 
bhakti yoga to push vigorously for book distribution 
is amazingly still being carried down with great 
enthusiasm and fervor by his grand disciples.

One such example is Mahotsaha Das, residing 
in Atlanta, who has distributed a record-breaking 
number of books in a single day. iskcon news asked 
Mahotsaha Das some questions about his book distributing 
talents.
Congratulations on breaking the record of most books 
distributed in a single day, How many books was it?

On the whole, it was 1,458 books. So it was awesome, 
distributing many Srimad Bhagavatam sets, it must be 307 

Russia in accordance with the law and pandemic restrictions. 
So far, all other emerging issues are being resolved in Russian 
courts, without the need for appeal to international jurisdictions.
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 Mahotsaha Das distributing books
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All glories to Sankirtan Devotees and met some disciples who 
were previously initiated by Harikesha Prabhu, and from them 
I knew Harinamananda Prabhu. Harinamananda Prabhu 
like you know is a legend. I have been looking up to these 
devotees for a long time. Then I read another book, Nectar of 
Book Distribution. I strongly recommend that book to anyone. 
(Nectar of Book Distribution is a BBT authored book and 
BhaktiVikasa Trust has been given rights for reprinting). In that 
book, Harinamananda Prabhu speaks about how he broke his 
record. Ever since I heard about it, I was always wondering…
Will Krishna let me do it? That would be really fantastic, 
something special indeed. I have been thinking about this for 
a long, long time and have been trying and trying ever since.

Actually, I got close to breaking the record one day! I was 
doing like 100 books an hour. What happened was that all the 
stores had shut down at the place I went and I was 150 books 
behind Harinamanda Prabhu’s record. That stuck with me – if 
you get close to being a millionaire, you’re just about to be a 
millionaire but you just miss it by a chance…all you can think 
of is only that.
What has been your inspiration in your book distribution, 
what keeps you going?

My main inspiration in book distribution is His Holiness 
Bhakti Vikasa Swami. When he heard about the record, he 
actually sent me an email “Maha abhinandana and ashirvadam” 
which means great congratulations and blessings. He continued: 
“Records are for breaking and Christmas is still young. You are 
doing the real work of Srila Prabhupada’s movement.” So I am 
happy that he is very pleased.

To make more book distributors is my goal in life. Some 
people may call it fanatical, like that is all I care about. But 
that is the only thing on my mind and I don’t have time for 
anything else. It is Prabhupada’s instructions – We are in a war 
right now and we should recruit as many soldiers as possible – 
this is THE most important thing. More people should join this 
Krishna Conscious book distribution revolution and do this 
amazing book distribution activity. It brings upon the greatest 
benedictions for every person around them and on oneself.
Does this change the way you are now distributing books or 
managing things?

We call our center here in Atlanta, the ‘World Sankirtan 
Headquarters’ and I have been entrusted with this role of being 
the Sankirtan Leader of the World Sankirtan Headquarters. 
Many devotees want to learn how to distribute books. I have 
the desire to distribute a lot of books myself but it’s always all 
about handing it down to the younger generation, empowering 

more younger devotees to take up book distribution. I wanna 
distribute books like crazy but I also wanna make sure everyone 
in the world is distributing books like crazy at the same time 
but the bigger picture is to encourage more devotees to take up 
book distributions.
How do you feel about the state of book distribution going 
on at the present time?

We do not do the sponsorship programs very much. The 
whole idea is to bring back the old tradition of book distribution 
where people go and distribute books hand to hand, person to 
person, and get a donation for the books. I do not know much 
about how book distribution is going on around the world. I 
am sure book sponsorship programs may have a role in our 
movement, but it seems to dominate the book distribution.
What is the plan for the future of book distribution for you 
now?

I am in Atlanta distributing books and getting as many as 
possible to distribute as many books as possible.
Are there any words of wisdom or inspiration you wish to 
share with people reading this?

I really pray that devotees actually go out on the streets more 
and they get money for Srila Prabhupada’s books. His books are 
more worthy than even gold! If you stack Prabhupada’s books 
and weigh them out in gold, even that much gold would not 
be enough!

Srila Prabhupada said he has hatched this transcendental 
plan, sell his books and maintain and build temples. We go out 
on the street and we distribute Bhagavatam sets and convince 
them to buy the sets, and we take their number and call them 
for our Sunday programs and gradually they become devotees.

Money is never a problem when you distribute books 
because you are serving the master of the Goddess of Fortune. 
Krishna is unlimited and therefore his service also is unlimited. 
Hence, an unlimited number of servants can be engaged in 
the service of Krishna by Krishna. Because we are trying to 
engage as many people as possible in the service of Krishna, 
Srimati Radharani is the head of the department of the service 
to Krishna and they will provide unlimitedly, so we do not have 
to worry. Our only worry is how we have to distribute more 
and more books. Those are only Srila Prabhupada’s words that 
I repeat.

Distribute books, distribute books, distribute!
To see more from Mahotsaha Das and the Atlanta 

Sankirtan Headquarters, follow their journey at ATL Sankirtan 
on Facebook and @ATL_sankirtan on Instagram.

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

https://www.facebook.com/atlsankirtan
https://www.instagram.com/atl_sankirtan/
mailto:feedback@mukundagoswami.org


One of the biggest book distributors 
in East Africa, Dwarka Vasini Devi Dasi, 
along with her teams Vaishnavi Sanga and 
Krsna Kids Sena, distributes about eighty 
percent of iskcon Nairobi’s total during 
the December Prabhupada marathon every 
year. Throughout the rest of the year, she 
and her niece Ambika Gopi Devi Dasi are 
the main book distributors in the Kenyan 
capital. With her efforts, iskcon Nairobi 
has gone from distributing about 5,000 
books during the marathon to 30,000, 
to most recently (pre-pandemic) 50,000 
books.

The seeds of Dwarka Vasini’s calling in 
life were clear from a very young age. Born 
and raised in the small town of Isiolo, 285 
kilometers north of Nairobi, in the 1970s 
and ‘80s, she sought answers to questions like “Who is God?” 
and “What is our purpose?” even as a child.

Brought up in a Gujarati Hindu family, Dwarka Vasini took 
Christian religious education in school and asked her father 
what the Hindu equivalent to the Bible was. “The Bhagavad-
gita,” he replied. As she could not read his Gujarati copy, her 
quest for an English edition began.

After searching throughout all the bookshops and several 
libraries in Nairobi, Dwarka received a copy of Srila Prabhupada’s 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is from her aunt, whose husband was a life 
member of iskcon Nairobi.

“I brought it back to Isiolo and read it from cover to cover,” 
Dwarka Vasini says now. “It was like I had been given some 
kind of elixir.”

In the late 1990s, while visiting her sister in Nairobi, 
Dwarka asked where the Hare Krishna temple was, and visited it 
for the first time, becoming completely transfixed by the beauty 
of Sri Sri Radha Banke Bihari. After reading the Bhagavad-gita 
and chanting 100 names on her fingers every day at home, she 
moved to Nairobi in 2003 and began attending guru-puja at 
the iskcon temple daily before going to work.

When it was announced at the Sunday Feast that devotees 
should distribute Bhagavad-gitas during the month of 
December, Dwarka Vasini, her sister, and her sister’s husband 
and daughter all took copies and distributed 30 Gitas by the 
end of the month. Although this was a big number for Dwarka, 
when the temple announced that the winning sankirtana team 
for the year 2003 had distributed approximately 1,000 books 

and collected over 100,000 Kenyan shillings, she realized just 
how ambitious book distribution was.

The combination of this realization, with an instruction 
from the temple president that she had to do service to prepare 
for initiation, inspired Dwarka to aim as high as she could in 
the 2004 marathon. Teaming up with Amrita Keli Dasi, one of 
the devotees on the previous year’s winning sankirtana team, 
she would distribute books during her lunch hour every day, 
then return to her office. At 5:30 pm, Amrita Keli would pick 
her up again and they’d distribute books door to door until 
9:00 at night.

“At times, I would miss my lunch, because, by the time I 
came back to my desk, lunch hour would be over, and I wouldn’t 
have time to eat,” Dwarka Vasini recalls. “I don’t remember ever 
feeling hungry. It was a lot of fun, and I got a lot of experience.”

For many years, Dwarka continued distributing books 
during the December marathon, as was customary in Nairobi. 
In 2007, her father and brother sadly passed away – her mother 
had already passed in 2000 – and Dwarka moved back to 
Isiolo for two years to run her father’s spare parts and transport 
business. Yet she continued to participate in the marathon, 
placing Bhagavad-gitas on her shop’s counter, and collecting 
donations to send back to her sankirtana team in Nairobi. She 
also converted her brother’s hotel into a Hare Krishna center 
and invited devotees from Nairobi to do Harinama every 
month in Isiolo.

In 2009, Dwarka Vasini’s guru Gopal Krishna Goswami 
instructed her to go to Mayapur to take the Bhakti Sastri 

Dwarka Vasini Devi Dasi: Called to Serve
By: Madhava Smullen, iskcon news, December 11, 2021
https://bit.ly/3JjLFJE
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Dwarka Vasini Devi Dasi delivers Prabhupada’s books to Kamiti maximum 
security prison, Nairobi, 2014
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study course, which places much emphasis on all 
Prabhupada has done for us, and then to come 
back and preach. When she returned to Nairobi, 
Dwarka decided she would show her gratitude to 
Prabhupada by doing book distribution not only 
during the December marathon but daily; an 
effort in which Nairobi temple president Umapati 
Das was a major supporter.

By this time, Dwarka Vasini had lost her 
mother, her father, and both her brothers and this 
loss also contributed to her resolve.

“I had seen them work so very hard, and they 
left everything they had worked hard for behind,” 
she says. “That’s when I made up my mind, ‘I am 
not going to slave for anybody. I just want to do 
seva for Krishna.’”

Living with her sister Hari Katha Devi Dasi, 
also a devotee, and earning passive income by 
renting out her father’s spare parts shop, Dwarka 
Vasini threw herself into book distribution. From 
2010 to 2019, until she was thwarted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, she went out on the street 
six days a week, Monday to Saturday, from 10 am 
to 1 pm, and during the marathon from 10 am to 
around 6 pm.

During the year, Dwarka usually distributed 
books with her main partner, her niece Ambika 
Gopi, who began joining her while in college 
and is now a professional psychologist. During 
the marathon, Dwarka Vasini was part of a group 
of book distributors. Throughout, the power of 
prayer always helped her through the challenges.

“Once, in 2011, we had pledged as a group 
that we would distribute 1,000 Bhagavad-gitas for 
the marathon,” she says. “That meant we had to do 
at least 35 to 40 per day, but we found ourselves 
unable to do more than three or four. So I went 
to the temple and prayed to Srila Prabhupada 
to please show me how to do it. Miraculously, 
just then a man who had bought some books 
called me, telling me he loved the Bhagavad-gita 
“quotation” on the contact card I’d included so 
much that he had stuck the card to his wall. He 
asked what book it was from, and I told him, ‘It’s 
from a book that has 700 such quotations, and 
each quotation is an instruction for mankind.’ As 
I was saying this, I realized it was a perfect way 
to present the Bhagavad-gita to people. I told the 
team, and as soon as we started using that phrase, 
Bhagavad-gitas began going like hotcakes. That 
gave me faith that Krishna and Prabhupada hear 
our prayers.”

From 2017 to 2019, Dwarka Vasini was 
joined every Saturday during Christmas vacation 

by the Krishna Kids Sena, a group of children 
aged nine to twelve, who voluntarily spent time 
on their holiday weekends helping her distribute 
books.

“I think they really enjoyed the whole 
experience,” she says. “They felt responsible, and 
because they had to know what the books were 
talking about to be able to distribute them, they 
grew in their spirituality.”

Throughout all her book distribution efforts, 
Dwarka Vasini projects the happiness that 
Prabhupada’s books give. “I always have a smile 
on my face,” she says. “I also use our national 
language, Kiswahili, which helps break the ice and 
put people at ease.” In response, she says, people in 
general are very thankful for Prabhupada’s books, 
and appreciate the straightforward, yet profound 
way he presents the philosophy.

The pandemic, with its social distancing and 
lockdowns, has temporarily slowed down Dwarka 
Vasini. However, she has spent her time reading 
Prabhupada’s books instead, which she finds “just 
as refreshing as distributing.” She hopes to get a 
permit from the local authorities to go out on 
book distribution again before too long.

When she does, Dwarka Vasini hopes to 
launch a major effort to collect donations and give 
Bhagavad-gita to each and every person first in 
Nairobi, and then in other towns in Kenya. She 
has also made contact with a colonel from her 
hometown, and hopes to place Srila Prabhupada’s 
books in the Kenyan army’s libraries, eventually 
aiming to put a Bhagavad-gita in the hands of 
every soldier.

Whatever her future endeavors, the more 
Dwarka Vasini distributes Prabhupada’s books, 
the more her faith in the scriptures increases – and 
the more she feels like Krishna is watching over 
her.

“There are times when devotees want to give 
up, or find book distribution really austere,” she 
says. “Back in 2010, when I was alone on the street 
and not so experienced, I felt like that too. On 
one particular day, the books were not going out 
at all. I got so overwhelmed that I started pacing 
and thinking negative thoughts like, ‘They’re not 
even bothered. Why am I doing this?’ As I did 
so, I felt a hand on my shoulder, and a voice told 
me, ‘You’re doing a very good job. Don’t give up.’ 
When I looked back, there was nobody there. I 
never found the person who spoke those words. 
But they have really inspired me through all these 
years, to continue with book distribution:

“You’re doing a very good job. Don’t give up.”
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

In Prabhupada’s Srimad Bhagavatam (2.8.6), he refers to “home” in the purport, and the term “home” also appears 
in the verse: A pure devotee of the Lord whose heart has once been cleansed by the process of devotional service never 
relinquishes the lotus feet of Lord  Krishna, for they fully satisfy him, as a traveller is satisfied at home after a troubled 
journey. “Home Sweet Home” is a well-known English phrase. It first appeared as a song in the opera, Clari or the 
Maid of Milan which was first performed at Covent Garden, London in 1823. 

The word “home” appears many times in familiar contexts, as in ‘going back home, back to Godhead.’ The word 
“home” is commonly used throughout the Internet, being sometimes symbolized by a drawing or photograph of a 
house. We have also heard that “home” is the first word uttered by infants when they find their vocal cords, and when 
their lips close they seem to be saying “home,” or sometimes “Om.”

Once, as I entered the United States through Hawaii, the immigration agent, after noticing many stamps in my 
passport from various countries, asked me, “Where is home?” I was bewildered that he asked, and I almost 
thoughtlessly muttered, “Oregon,” but in hindsight, I wish I had said something different. I think I should have said 
something like “Krishnaloka,” “Vaikuntha,” or the spiritual world, or something more penetrating. However, it was 
too late. He stamped my passport and I was on my merry way to the temple.

The Srimad Bhagavatam verse mentioned above focuses on “home” as a metaphor for the place of final repose, the 
residential place where one can relax and find relief from a long, tiresome journey in material existence.

A significant part of the song of the Avanti brahmana as written in 
Srimad Bhagavatam (11.23.57) goes like this: “I shall cross over 
the insurmountable ocean of nescience by being firmly fixed in 
the service of the lotus feet of Krishna, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead.” One may interpret this sloka, as applying to one who is 
‘crossing over’ to “home.”

We all want to go back home, but where is that home? If it’s a place 
in this material world, we need to reconsider our destination. Our 
real home, invisible to most eyes, is perceived through the eyes of 
the sastra, not through our material senses. With that vision, then 
and only then can ultimate sweetness be realized. That is the mission 
of the Krishna consciousness movement.

 Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


