
Which is the Real 
Medicine?
By Radha devi dasi

It is no secret that the Covid-19 pandemic 
is devastating India.  Our own iskcon society 
has suffered the loss of many devotees, including 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami and beloved 
Nrsimhadeva pujari, Pankajanghri prabhu.  Our 
Mayapur community is facing the triple threat of 
an uncontrolled pandemic, lack of medical supplies 
and facilities, and a precipitous drop in income 
which leaves many families unable to buy food 
and other necessities.  Without access to allopathic 
doctors, oxygen, and Western medicines, the death 
rate from Covid-19 will remain high. iskcon’s 
Governing Body Commission is currently raising 
$800,000 for medical equipment, staff and food 
relief for devotees in Mayapur and Bangladesh. 

With allopathic medicine virtually unobtain-
able for most people, it is not surprising that Indian 
citizens have turned to alternative medicine in the 
hope of preventing or minimizing Covid-19.  One 
treatment, with roots in Ayurveda, includes cover-
ing the body in cow dung.  However, this practice 
is being discouraged by allopathic doctors in India.  
They point out that there is no evidence that this prac-
tice will work against the current pandemic. In addition, they ar-
gue, this practice may tend to spread Covid-19 by giving people 
a false sense of security and because of the possibility of spreading 
the disease at ayurvedic clinics.  No doubt people will continue 
to seek ayurvedic treatment for Covid-19 simply because they 
have no alternative.         

This controversy gained the attention of Reuters, an interna-
tional news agency.  From there it was a short step to American 
and English news services who have taken the opportunity to 
denigrate the reverence of Hindus for cows and general ayurvedic 
practices.  Ignoring evidence on the antiseptic properties of cow 
dung, the news website ladbible.com writes that “people have 
used cow poo for centuries to clean their homes because they 
think it has therapeutic and antiseptic benefits.”  The website 

further describes a traditional ayurvedic medicine containing 
cow dung and cow urine as a “concoction.”  While allopathic 
medicine is preferable to Ayurveda in treating acute medical cri-
ses, allopathic medicine is largely reactive and does not excel at 
preventing disease.

This unnecessary leap, from the question of whether cow 
dung can prevent Covid-19 to general criticism of Hindu beliefs 
and the benefits of Ayurveda, is typical of the way we judge other 
cultures in this age of quarrel.  On a material level, we have to 
get beyond the question of which medical culture is better.  Each 
has its advantages depending on the situation.  On a spiritual 
level, we know the only real solution to the eternal problems of 
birth, death, old age, and disease is to transcend the material 
realm altogether.  While the world may argue over allopathic and 
alternative treatments, the real medicine is in the Holy Names.
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People pray after applying cow dung on their bodies during “cow dung therapy,” 
at the Shree Swaminarayan Gurukul Vishwavidya Pratishthanam Gaushala or 
cow shelter in Ahmedabad, India. 
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Bhaktivedanta Manor’s Charity Wing  
The Lotus Trust Raises £140,000 to Help 
Covid Victims in India
By: Bhaktivedanta Manor Communications, iskcon news, May 22, 2021
https://bit.ly/2SJE7Kd

The Lotus Trust, the welfare 
arm of Bhaktivedanta Manor in 
the UK is working with the isk-
con Temple in Delhi. This help 
has come at the most vital time 
for India.

Sundaranand das (Dr Sanjiv 
Agarwal) a consultant Urologist 
at Imperial College and Director 
of the Lotus Trust said, “to 
achieve this enormous help at 
this scale and sustain the care 
for 3 months, will cost £1.85m. 
With donations so far received, 
they have already started treating 
patients in hundreds of beds and 
the daily cooking and distribution of 30,000 meals.” So far, 
the Lotus Trust has collected £140,000 with the help of the 
congregation and friends of Bhaktivedanta Manor.

The money raised by Lotus trust, in a matter of a few weeks 
has allowed a university premise to be converted into a Covid 
nursing care center with an initial capacity of 250 beds (po-
tential to increase to 1,000 beds) and provide the Covid care 
facilities free of cost to all comers. This will provide care for 
roughly 2,500-5,000 patients over an initial 3-month period.

The charity has also been 
able to assist in the distribution 
of free meals to individuals and 
families that are not able to 
cook or afford food due to the 
current circumstances. They 
target a distribution of roughly 
2.7m meals over the three 
month period. One patient, for 
one day, can be fed for as little 
as £11, and 100 hot meals can 
be provided for a donation of 
just £55.

Sundarnand das said that 
he was well aware some other 
charities are struggling to reach 
those who need it. “The Lotus 
Trust is constantly ensuring 
that 100% of the donations are 
making a difference and I am 

constantly in touch with those 
providing this service to make 
sure that it is reaching those 
who need it most”, he said. 

The Lotus Trust is an 
educational, relief and de-
velopment agency seeking to 
transform lives and improve 
the environment both in the 
UK and overseas. The trust 
works with all, irrespective of 
belief, religion or race. The 
Lotus Trust previously as-
sisted those affected by the 
Philippines Typhoon and Haiti 
Earthquake.

Bhaktivedanta Manor - Hare Krishna Temple, originally 
gifted to The International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(iskcon) by late Beatle George Harrison is housed in 78 acres 
of land outside Watford. It has become one of the most impor-
tant sites of pilgrimage for European and British Hindus and 
hosts the biggest Hindu festivals outside India attracting over 
65,000 people.

For more information, please contact Dr Sanjiv Agarwal:
sanjiv@krishnatemple.com

University compound turned into a Covid-19 clinic in 
Delhi, India
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The charity has also been able to assist in the distribution of free meals to individuals and families 
that are not able to cook or afford food
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This year, we celebrate the 125th anniversary of the appearance 
of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, 
Founder-Acharya of iskcon, born in 1896 in Calcutta. Leading 
up to his Appearance Day or Vyasa-Puja on August 31st, iskcon 
News is commemorating the occasion with a series of articles 
glorifying his achievements, contributions and qualities.

A Mission of Care
One of Srila Prabhupada’s prominent qualities, embodied in his 
entire mission, was care for all living beings. Out of a desire to 
alleviate humanity’s suffering and introduce “India’s message of 
peace and goodwill” to the Western world, he left his home in 
the sacred village of Vrindavana on a cargo steamship in 1965 
at the age of sixty-nine, enduring stormy seas and two heart-
attacks along the way.
Carrying only forty rupees and a trunk of his Bhagavatam com-
mentaries, the early days as he worked to establish iskcon were 
spent in extremely adverse conditions. In New York City, he 
lived in a windowless room with no kitchen, and had to walk 
to the home of his only contact, Dr. Ramamurti Mishra, to 
cook during the frigid winter months. His typewriter and reel-
to-reel tape recorder were stolen; and later, while he lived in the 
Bowery, he was threatened by a young man in an LSD-induced 
rage. But he persisted in his mission to give people the spiri-
tual knowledge he knew could rescue them from the struggle 
of material existence, until followers like Mukunda Goswami 
(Michael Grant) joined him, and he incorporated iskcon in 
July 1966.

Caring for Devotees’ Spiritual Wellbeing
“In the Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 21, the Qualities of Sri 
Krishna are listed, and Srila Prabhupada writes, ‘As parts and 
parcels of the Supreme Lord, the individual living entities can 
also possess all of these qualities in minute quantities, provided 
they become pure devotees of the Lord,’” quotes Sangita Devi 
Dasi, one of Srila Prabhupada’s disciples and president and 
co-founder of Vaishnavas CARE. “Among others, three of the 
qualities of Lord Krishna that Srila Prabhupada exhibited so 
much were that he was 1) a well-wisher of the devotees, 2) mer-
ciful, and 3) kind-hearted.”
Sangita recalls her personal experience of these qualities. One 
occasion, showing Prabhupada’s care and how much he knew 
the mind of his disciples, occurred in 1972, when she had just 
come to Krishna consciousness, and was told by devotees that 
she could not live in her own place – she had to live in the 
temple to be a devotee. Writing to Srila Prabhupada, she asked 
him two questions: “How can I serve you?” and “Is it true that 
I have to live in the temple?” However, she held back on a third 
question that concerned her, about the difficulty of following 
so many rules and regulations.
Srila Prabhupada sent back a letter dated September 29, 1972, 
that Sangita felt was “very personal, and very sweet,” saying: 
“Actually there is no difference between devotees living inside 
the temple and devotees living outside the temple. You are right 
that the important thing is to remember Krishna, whatever 
is your activity.” He then directed her in how to remember 
Krishna through various devotional practices.  

Your Ever Well-Wisher: Stories of Srila 
Prabhupada’s Care for All
By: Madhava Smullen, iskcon news, May 22, 2021
https://bit.ly/3p3mO37

Srila Prabhupada carried out his entire mission with care for all
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“Srila Prabhupada had a hospital bed brought in for me and 
moved me into a room right next to his, with floor-to-ceiling 
windows, neem trees outside, and a fan. And I remember being 
propped up in this bed, and he came in every day to check on 
my progress.”
In a 2020 interview with the iskcon Strategic Planning Office, 
Giriraja Swami remembers his own experience in Mumbai in 
the 1970s. “We were in Juhu, and I used to go to the city all day 
long and come back at night and report to Srila Prabhupada,” 
he says. “One evening after a long day in the city, having, as 
usual, traveled there and back in the crowded trains and to and 
from the train station in a crowded bus and not having had 
anything to eat since morning, I staggered up to Prabhupada’s 
room, exhausted. Prabhupada looked at me and asked, ‘How 
are you feeling?’ Only then did I notice how weak and sick I 
was. ‘Well, frankly speaking, Srila Prabhupada,’ I replied, ‘I feel 
a little tired.’ 
“He already knew, and he immediately ordered grapes for me. 
He said that they were good for strength and energy. Then he 
insisted that I eat the grapes in his presence, and after a min-
ute or two he asked if I was feeling stronger. And yes, I was. 
“To work very hard for Krishna for two days,” he concluded, 
“And then to recuperate for three days -- that is not a very good 
proposal.”

Caring for His Disciples’ Comfort, Welfare and Safety
Srila Prabhupada was also always tuned into the comfort, wel-
fare and safety of his disciples, making sure they had their needs 
met.
“A couple of times he stopped his own vyasa-puja to inquire 
about the health and welfare of particular devotees whom he 
noticed,” says Malati Devi Dasi, a GBC member and one of 
Srila Prabhupada’s earliest disciples. “In one case, he asked a 
devotee who hadn’t been there for some time what happened, 
and the devotee explained he wasn’t well. Prabhupada said, ‘Are 

Incredibly, considering she hadn’t included her third question, he 
also wrote, “You are anxious about the rules and regulations, but 
without rules and regulations there is more frustration. So it may 
be a little difficult at first, but if you are sincere to achieve the high-
est result of your lifetime, then you can be assured that by your 
efforts in Krishna Consciousness that you will very quickly become 
happy more and more. The difficulties of this material world will 
shrink to no more than the size of a hoofprint left by the calf.”

Caring for Devotees’ Physical Health
As well as caring for their spiritual health, Prabhupada also 
cared for his disciple’s physical health. When Sangita had a 
blood clot which became a pulmonary embolism, and wrote 
to Srila Prabhupada, he dictated a letter to his Sanskrit editor 
at the time, Nitai Das, which gave step-by-step directions on 
how to make a poultice from the sap of a particular tree and 
apply it to the clot.
“For him to take the time to dictate this to Nitai Das, and have 
him send it to me, was just the kindest thing anybody had ever 
done for me,” Sangita says. “And I just felt so loved and cared 
about.”
Meanwhile in the book Yamuna Devi: A Life of Unalloyed 
Devotion, the late Yamuna Devi recalls the time in 1971 after 
the first famous Delhi pandal program when she fell sick with 
jaundice while staying in a crowded room with many devotees. 
The one place free where she could stay on her own was the 
floor of a walk-in closet. 
“Srila Prabhupada noticed I was missing,” she says, “and I was 
later told that he had inquired many times where I was. One 
day I became aware of the door being opened, and I turned to 
see Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet walking into that closet room...
He placed his hand on my head and inquired, ‘Yamuna? How 
are you doing?’ Firstly I said, ‘I am always thinking of you, Srila 
Prabhupada.’ Then I explained my symptoms, and he said, ‘I 
think this is jaundice... Now I will take charge of your recovery. 
You will never get well in these conditions on the floor.’

A playful, affectionate exchange between Srila Prabhupada and a newly initiated disciple



5

ht
tp

s:/
/b

it.
ly/

3l
T

IR
Yg

Continued on page 6

Vaisesika Dasa

you getting what you need? Are you being taken care of? If you 
need anything, ask me.’”
Another disciple, Gopalasapriya Devi Dasi, recalls a July 1974 
visit to New Vrindaban she’ll never forget. As Srila Prabhupada 
was talking to a group of devotees outside on a chilly evening, 
he stopped, looked at her and asked, “Are you alright? Such a 
thin cloth. Haven’t you got a cloth?” He then told one of the 
leaders, “You must find out if they have everything they need… 
the women need to be protected. They will not ask. You must 
ask them once a month and make sure that they are having 
everything they need.”
“I remember afterwards a few of the devotees were crying and 
feeling like he was so observant and concerned and he really 
does care about all of us,” she says. 
Meanwhile in the book A Bond of Love: Srila Prabhupada and 
His Daughters, Sudamani Devi Dasi reminisces: “I was on the 
Vrindavana parikrama when the women’s bus got caught in the 
sand in Varshana. It got later and later, and there was this huge 
argument between our bus driver and another bus driver. Our 
bus driver was afraid he wouldn’t get paid if we went on the 
other bus. So we took shelter at a nearby Durga temple, waiting 
until we were found. We were stranded and didn’t get back to 
the temple until close to midnight, where we found out Srila 
Prabhupada was in great anxiety. He had hired many taxis to go 
looking for us. He yelled at the leaders, ‘Why did you send the 
ladies off by themselves with no one to protect them?’ He said 
the men hadn’t taken proper care of his daughters.”

Srila Prabhupada’s Kindness to Children
Malati Devi Dasi remembers that Srila Prabhupada was also 
always “so incredibly kind to the children.”
In 1969, when her daughter Saraswati was a little over two years 
old, Malati and other pioneers of iskcon in the UK were stay-
ing at John Lennon’s Tittenhurst Park estate in a former horse 
stable that had been converted into small apartments. While 
cooking breakfast for the devotees, Malati would open the top 

half of the stable doors, while the bottom remained closed, so 
that she could see and hear Srila Prabhupada as he walked past 
on his morning walk.
“One morning, little Saraswati was jumping up and down, try-
ing to see over the top of the door,” she recalls. “Somehow, she 
must have grabbed onto the handle in such a way that the door 
opened, and she ran out just when Prabhupada was going by, 
and grabbed his hand.”
It was a cold morning, and Srila Prabhupada wore a heavy 
wool coat and rubber boots. Concerned about Saraswati, who 
didn’t have a jacket or boots on, he said, “Saraswati, you’re not 
properly dressed.”
“She wouldn’t let go of his hand, so I brought her boots and 
coat,” Malati says. “I was trying to put them on her, but she 
would only extend one arm, while holding on to Prabhupada’s 
hand with the other. And when the coat sleeve was on one arm, 
then she would grab his hand and let go with the other so I 
could put the coat on the other arm. She was determined not 
to let go of him. Then off she went with him on the morning 
walk, holding his hand.”

Caring for Animals
Prabhupada also exhibited care for animals. During his first visit 
to New Vrindaban in May 1969, Prabhupada was introduced 
to the community’s first cow, a black jersey with a white mark 
on her forehead where Vaishnavas wear their tilak. Prabhupada 
himself named her Kaliya, and drank her fresh milk with de-
light, saying, “I haven’t tasted milk like this in fifty years.”
Over the next seven years, Prabhupada taught the devotees 
at New Vrindaban to maintain cows and bulls comfortably 
throughout their natural lives, respecting and caring for them 
as their proverbial mothers and fathers. 
During his last visit to the community, in 1976, Prabhupada 
was walking with a large group of devotees to visit the farm-
house temple at the old Vrindaban farm, where Kaliya resided. 
Pointing to a small herd of cows far up at the top of a hill, 

Srila Prabhupada with Malati Devi Dasi (left) and Yamuna Devi Dasi (right)
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Advaitacharya Das said, “Srila Prabhupada, look! There’s Kaliya. 
She’s our first cow. You used to drink her milk.”
Suddenly, as Prabhupada looked up at her, Kaliya, now the 
fourteen-year-old retired matriarch of New Vrindaban’s herd, 
broke away from the herd and made her way alone down the 
steep bank. Matching the devotees’ pace, she stepped out right 
in front of Srila Prabhupada, and began walking with him as if 
she were his pet calf. “Ah,” Srila Prabhupada said simply. “My 
dear old friend Kaliya.

Caring for Plants
Srila Prabhupada even showed care for plants. Giriraja Swami 
recalls that in order to get permission to build the Juhu temple 
in Mumbai, the local municipality required the devotees to 
have an internal access road of a certain width, among other 
conditions.
“It just so happened that right where the access road was sup-
posed to go, there were some palm trees,” says Giriraja Swami. 

“Once, when Srila Prabhupada came to Juhu after being away 
for some time, he noticed that one or two of the trees had been 
cut, and he was very concerned -- I would say upset -- and he 
asked, ‘Why did you cut down the trees?’ We thought we had 
the perfect answer: We had to build the temple, and to get the 
permission for the temple, we had to cut the trees in the way of 
the road. Srila Prabhupada said, ‘No, you go to the municipal-
ity and tell them it’s against our religion to cut down trees.’ So 
we had no choice, and we did it… On Srila Prabhupada’s order,

 we held our ground with the municipality, and in the end they 
gave us the permission to keep the tree. And even today we 
can see that tree that Srila Prabhupada protected, still standing 
there with asphalt all around it. 
“So I am thinking that if Srila Prabhupada has so much con-
cern and care and even love, I would say, for a tree, then what 
to speak of us -- how much care and love he must have for us.” 

Srila Prabhupada with Mukunda and Janaki
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Srila Prabhupada and Kaliya the cow
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Following Srila Prabhupada’s Example 
Looking to the future of iskcon, Rukmini Devi Dasi, a 
disciple of Srila Prabhupada initiated in 1968, says, “I 
think we have to create a culture that really imbibes and 
follows the mood of Prabhupada’s care, Krishna’s care, for 
all living beings. And then people will be so overwhelmed 
by this culture of care, these beautiful, shining, luminous 
people who care so much. The iskcon society should be 
celebrated in the world as the most caring culture. Because 
that’s our philosophy, that the sacred spirit is there in ev-
ery living being. So how do we act? How do we treat the 
environment? How do we treat other people? How do we 
treat people who look different from me, or act different 
from the way I act? It has to go from the book into the 
heart – otherwise, it’s just lip service.” 
Malati Devi Dasi adds: “If we don’t care for each other, we 
can’t claim to care for or love Krishna. Because all living 
entities are His parts and parcels. So if we don’t care for His 
parts and parcels, in effect, we’re not caring for Krishna. 
And then how will we develop love for Him?”

Continued on page 8

Srila Prabhupada with two-year-old Saraswati (Malati in 
background) - Photo by Gurudas. Copyright The Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust International, Inc
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“Deep Leap” Youtube Series Dives Into Practical 
Application of Philosophy
By: Madhava Smullen, iskcon news, May 22, 2021
https://bit.ly/3wZEyiL

“Deep Leap,” a new YouTube series from Bhaktivedanta 
College of Radhadesh, Belgium, is responding to the “over-
whelming need” amidst iskcon devotees for applied philoso-
phy, with authentic solutions to modern challenges. The series 
of short clips will deliver concise messages based on scripture 
and the examples of saintly persons that viewers can apply prac-
tically in their lives.

As well as hearing about how the Acharyas and great saints 
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam practiced Krishna consciousness, 
the team behind “Deep Leap” feels that it will be helpful for 
devotees to hear examples of those successfully practicing spiri-
tual life in the modern world, while facing all the challenges 
we don’t hear about in the Bhagavatam – such as the need for 
digital detox.

“Devotees need to hear more applied knowledge,” says 
Nityananda-kari Dasi, one of Bhaktivedanta College’s admin-

istrators. “They need to hear how those who have practiced 
Krishna consciousness in modern times for many years applied 
it in their lives, and how it made their lives better.”

Bhaktivedanta College also wants to present this message in 
a form that is easily digestible for modern people and modern 
attention spans. Each video will run just three to five minutes, 
with each topic broken down into a series of several videos to 
make it more accessible. To begin with, Bhaktivedanta College’s 
Youtube page will publish one video a week. 

Speakers will include iskcon guru Kadamba Kanana 
Swami; Radhadesh temple president Shyamananda Das; col-
lege administrator and alumni Dinadayal Das; Devasri Radhika 
Dasi, who is currently doing her PhD in law; and Mangala 
Chandrika Dasi, a 20-year bhakti practitioner, mother of two, 
and former student of theology at Bhaktivedanta College.             
“We wanted to feature not only speakers who are well-known 
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preachers in iskcon, but also regular practitioners like you and 
me living normal lives,” says Nityananda-kari.

The first video, already available to watch, features Kadamba 
Kanana Swami and is his first in a four-part series on “Digital 
Detox.” In it, Maharaja talks about asking ourselves if we are 
touching the screen more than we’re touching our japa beads, 
and the power of putting our devices aside at times and going 
back to basics. Living simply, eating simply, and focusing on 
chanting, he explains, can get us enchanted by the Holy Name 
of the Lord and rejuvenate us.

Other videos will discuss The Art of Asking Questions; 
Grief and Dealing with Loss; Sacred Ecology; Emotions in 
Krishna Consciousness; and Tough Love – Is Krishna Unfairly 
Treating Us? among other topics. The plan is for the series to 
run long term, perhaps eventually increasing the number of 
videos released every week.

“From these videos I hope our audience will derive inspira-
tion to practice Krishna consciousness, have faith in Krishna, 
and think of Krishna more,” says Nityananda-kari.

To watch new “Deep Leap” videos every week, 
visit and subscribe to

 https://www.youtube.com/c/BhaktivedantaCol
For more information about Bhaktivedanta College, visit:

Bhaktivedanta College website:
 https://bhaktivedantacollege.com/

Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/bhaktivedantacollege

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/bhaktivedanta_college/

WhatsApp group for updates: 
http://tiny.cc/ivtxtz

Kadamba Kanana Swami speaks about the need for digital detox

Letter from the GBC:  
His Grace Pankajanghri Prabhu Has Departed
By: The Governing Body Commission, iskcon news, May 4, 2021
https://bit.ly/3vQRGXj

Dear Devotees,
Please accept our humble obeisances. All 

glories to Srila Prabhupada.
His Grace Pankajanghri Prabhu, iskcon’s 

most beloved Nrsimhadeva pujari, has de-
parted from this world in Sri Dham Mayapur.

Having joined iskcon in the footsteps 
of his twin brother, His Grace Jananivasa 
Prabhu, in 1973, the two brothers dedicated 
their lives to serving the Lordships of iskcon’s 
International Headquarters in Lord Caitanya’s 
divine abode of Sri Mayapur.

Pankajanghri Prabhu served not only the 
Lord, but devotees worldwide, who would 
turn to him in their time of need, begging 
him to offer their hearts’ prayers at Lord 
Nrsimhadeva’s feet. Every devotee who has 
visited Mayapur Dham will hold fondly the 
image of Pankajanghri Prabhu standing on 
Nrsimhadeva’s altar, offering prayers and puja on behalf of the 
devotees, and in turn, offering the Lord’s maha-prasadam to the 
devotees.

Not many of us, however, were aware that in the back-
ground, Pankajanghri Prabhu was also managing the pujari 
department for many years, ensuring that the service to Their 
Lordships continues efficiently while expanding and deepening 
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exponentially. We are all indebted to Pankajanghri Prabhu for 
the great inspiration we derive from the beautiful darshans and 
festivals that can be experienced only in Sri Dham Mayapur.

Pankajanghri Prabhu also graced the devotees with weekly 
classes on Srimad-Bhagavatam and Caitanya-caritamrita. He 
was a founding board member and inspiration for Mayapur 
Academy, an international school for brahminical training, 
where he taught the proper mood and method of deity worship 
to hundreds of students as instructed by Srila Prabhupada.

Along with fifty years of steadfast service as a pujari, man-
ager, speaker, and educator, Pankanjanghri Prabhu was also 
a dear brother, uncle, and friend to both the Mayapur com-
munity and iskcon worldwide. Today is a heartbreaking day 
especially for the generations of Mayapurvasis who grew up in 
the affectionate shelter of such a loving and playful uncle.

It is rare indeed to find a personality with the combina-
tion of such dedication, humility, joviality, and kindness. As 

Srila Prabhupada himself said in 1976, “The two brothers 
Pankajanghri and Jananivasa – there is no comparison.”

We join the worldwide family of Vaisnavas, especially His 
Grace Jananivasa Prabhu and the Mayapur community, in 
grieving the loss of a beloved godbrother and friend while simul-
taneously feeling gratitude for the mercy of Sri Nrsimhadeva, 
who kindly brought His dear servant home to Sri Dham 
Mayapur for a glorious departure befitting a dedicated devotee 
like Pankajanghri Prabhu.

Hare Krsna,
Your servants,

Bhakti Caitanya Swami
Bhanu Swami
Revati Raman Das,
GBC Executive Committee

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org

His Grace Pankajanghri Prabhu, iskcon’s most beloved Nrsimhadeva pujari, serving Lord Nrsimhadeva
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Personal 
   Message
Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

This is a Srila Prabhupada story. This was told by a Srila Prabhupada disciple. I can’t vouch for its veracity, 
but it’s probably a reasonable facsimile of what really happened.
 
Jayananda Prabhu was building the Ratha-yatra cart in San Francisco. He was invited to a darshan being 
given by Srila Prabhupada. At first he refused to come, saying that his clothes and skin were too covered 
with grease and grime and that these factors coupled with his lack of sleep would render him unfit to be 
in Srila Prabhupada’s presence. After some time, however, because the devotee inviting him was extremely 
insistent, Jayananda Prabhu consented to come. Jayananda Prabhu sat in Srila Prabhupada’s room along 
with several other devotees. They all sat on the floor with their backs resting against the wall.
 
Owing to lack of sleep, the wall support, and the warm room Jayananda Prabhu started to fall asleep. 
However, the devotee sitting next to him nudged him sharply with his right arm such that Jayananda 
immediately opened his eyes and sat erect looking alert and attentive. This happened three times.
 
The devotee doing the nudging thought Srila Prabhupada hadn’t noticed his not-so-gentle prodding of 
Jayananda prabhu’s ribs.
 
But on the third elbowing, Srila Prabhupada looked directly 
at the devotee sitting on Jayananda Prabhu’s immediate left, 
pointed his right forefinger at him, and said, “You leave him 
alone. He’s doing more work than all of you put together.”
 
I beg to remain,

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami 


