
What to Do?
By Radha devi dasi

Recent events in South Africa demonstrate how a lack 
of spiritual principles leads to material “solutions” that are 
detrimental to the people they are supposed to help. Last year, 
South African authorities responded to the coronavirus pan-
demic by banning the sale of alcohol. In a move some citizens 
described as “draconian,” the country not only closed down 
bars and restaurants serving alcohol, it also banned the sale of 
alcohol that people intended to consume in their own homes. 
These measures were designed to prevent people from gather-
ing in large groups, and drunken mobs from challenging the 
pandemic lockdown measures.

Alcohol plays a significant role in South African social 
life. Binge drinking is endemic on weekends and drinkers 
often get into fights that result in stabbings and shootings. 
Emergency room doctors have long noted the link between 
alcohol and violence. Dr. Melvin Moodley of the Cape Town 
Health Department described the odor of a typical Saturday 
night emergency room in his city as a combination of blood 
and alcohol.

The alcohol ban, therefore, resulted in a significant benefit 
to the South African healthcare system. When people couldn’t 
drink, hospitals saw a dramatic decline in trauma related hospi-
talizations.  In other words, the number of shootings and stabbing 
dropped dramatically. On New Year’s Eve, a holiday normally 
notable for carnage, hospital emergency rooms were empty. As 
a result, South Africa’s parliament is now considering changes to 
the country’s liberal alcohol policies. The push back against such 
changes has been swift and formidable. 

South Africa’s racist past complicates the role of alcohol in 
the country. During apartheid, the unlicensed sale of alcohol 
from private homes was one of the few ways black citizens could 
acquire financial security. In fact, black and colored workers at 
wine farms were actually paid with wine, rather than money. 
There is a strong tradition of alcohol sales in black communi-
ties and many of the most successful black owned businesses sell 
alcohol. Thus, the discussion in South Africa pits physical health 
and safety against financial security, complicating policy makers’ 

attempts to reset the country’s relationship with alcohol. Tighter 
regulations on booze would create financial hardship in many 
black neighborhoods. As one black liquor distributor said, “If 
you don’t sell a beer today, there’s no bread on the table tomorrow 
. . . this is the only thing some of our people know, how to sell 
liquor.”

Without an understanding of the modes of nature and the 
laws of karma, it can be hard to see the best path forward. Vedic 
knowledge, however, gives us the proper paradigm for this deci-
sion. We know that intoxication is in the mode of ignorance. 
We know that purveyors of products such as meat and alcohol 
incur karma as a result of the suffering caused by their business 
activities. The unfortunate effect of apartheid is that it limited 
black economic opportunity to an industry that is ultimately 
materially and spiritually detrimental to the black community. 
The government can protect the physical and financial health 
of its citizens by creating economic opportunities in safer, more 
sattvic industries. But without Vedic knowledge, they cannot see 
the need to do so.
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Report from Russia: Authorities Drop Charges 
Against Chanting Parties in Moscow
By: Maha-Balaram Das, Head of Legal Team for iskcon russia on April 19, 2021
https://bit.ly/3uAGXze
Edited for clarity

On April 3, 2021, three harinam groups 
were stopped and detained in Moscow by the 
local police. Forty-six cases of administrative 
offenses were initiated against twenty-five 
devotees.

Chanting of the Holy names of Krishna in 
the streets of Moscow is a tradition that has been 
going on for more than 30 years. Harinamas add 
to the cultural life of Russia’s capital. They are 
an ancient tradition that bring prosperity and 
promote peace all over the world. People in gen-
eral like the colorful harinam groups and they 
respond favorably to the melodious chanting.

But surprisingly, Moscow authorities sud-
denly charged the devotees with unauthorized 
public meetings. When this happened, we re-
quested prayerful support from devotees world-
wide. Special thanks to Lavanga Lata Devi Dasi 
who initiated an effort 
to reach out to as many 
devotees as possible for 
their prayers.

As a result of the dev-
otees’ prayers, all of the 
charges were lifted. After 
looking into the situa-
tion the police found no 
reason to press charges! 
Devotees are now able 
to continue harinamas 
without undue anxiety. 
We are grateful for the 
understanding shown by 
the Moscow police. 

We are so grate-
ful to the worldwide 
community of devotees 
for their prayers. Srila 
Prabhupada’s mission 
continues in Russia! Jaya 
Prabhupada!

Moscow devotees at the police station earlier this month
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Devotees are now able to continue harinamas as they have been doing for the last 30 years
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In honor of His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s 125th 
appearance anniversary year, the Temple 
of the Vedic Planetarium (tovp) plans 
to install in October, a one of a kind 
worship-pose murti of Srila Prabhupada, 
thereby fulfilling his wishes to be person-
ally present to see that the temple is built 
smoothly under his watchful eye. 

To do this, The tovp will be pro-
viding devotees with the most unique, 
once-in-a-lifetime seva opportunity to 
give back to our eternal master and isk-
con Founder/Acharya by offering him 
one of five kinds of abhishekas. Ambarisa 
Das will be matching $150,000 of the 
donations received. The current effort is 
to arrange for a huge welcome for Srila 
Prabhupada from each and every devotee worldwide in the 
form of an abhisheka sponsorship, wherein you can sponsor an 
individual abhisheka from one of five options.

From May 14 (Akshaya Tritiya) – May 25 (Nrsimha 
Caturdasi) the online donation portals will offer the possibility 
for devotees worldwide to sponsor abhishekas and to participate 

in this most historic event. This is truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to serve our Founder/Acharya’s mission, whether 
or not you have already donated to the tovp before.

Sponsor an abhisheka today by going to the Abhisheka 
Sponsorship Campaign link. Don’t miss the chance to partici-
pate in this most historic occasion.

Srila Prabhupada Murti Installation Ceremony 
Planned for TOVP in October
By: Temple of Vedic Planetarium, iskcon news, April 17, 2021
https://bit.ly/2R04XgT

Grand Murti of Srila Prabhupada installation ceremony in honor of his  
125th anniversary is planned for October 2021

News Brief: River Recognized as Legal Person
By: Staff, iskcon news, April 17, 2021
https://bit.ly/3uu542U

For the first time, a river in the Canadian province of 
Quebec has been granted the designation of a “legal person” by 
the city council. 

This initiative is part of a global movement – particularly 
active in New Zealand, the United States, and Ecuador – to 
recognize the rights of Nature.

The Magpie River, (Muteshekau-shipu in the Innu lan-
guage) which flows for a stretch of 136 miles in the Cote Nord 
region was, in February, granted the special designation by the 
Innu Council of Ekuanitshit. The river has been at the heart 
of the region’s Innu community, which backed the move high-
lighting that it has given them an additional tool to protect the 
water body.

The council has bestowed the river with nine rights which 
include the right to flow, the right to continue its natural evolu-

tion, the right to maintain its biodiversity, the right to fulfill its 
essential functions, and the right to regenerate amongst others. 
The river’s protection has received regional consensus, but the 
plan to declare the river a protected area has been thwarted 
for years by state-owned Hydro-Québec, due to the waterway’s 
hydroelectric potential. The river already has one hydroelectric 
dam on it. The indigenous peoples had been concerned that 
the river would be further exploited for its resources. Al Jazeera 
reported that the river authority said it had no plans to further 
develop the waterway.

The worldwide organization “Global Alliance for the 
Rights of Nature” tweeted that this was another win for the 
expanding movement, dedicated to respecting and defending 
the rights of nature.
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https://tovp.org/donate/prabhupada-murti-installation/
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News Brief: ISKCON Mayapur Offers ‘Free’ 
Covid Relief Prasadam to Devotees
By: Staff, iskcon news, April 10, 2021
https://bit.ly/3tippqt
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According to the “Telegraphindia” there has 
been a steep rise in the number of Covid-19 in-
fections in Bengal over recent days; with Thursday, 
April 8th seeing approximately 2,783 new infections.

In response to this situation, iskcon Mayapur 
has initiated the launch of Free Covid Relief 
Prasadam service for all the devotees infected by 
Covid and their family members. Prasadam will be 
delivered to their doorstep by the volunteer devotees 
in disposable containers.

In a note released by iskcon Mayapur manage-
ment: “Devotees who wish to register for this service 
will need to send their Covid-19 test report to us 

via Whatsapp message and they will be contacted 
by our team of volunteers for collecting additional 
information.” It further stated: “We seek your coop-
eration in order to serve you all in this hour of need. 
Only test reports will be accepted to enroll in this 
facility. We hope and pray that this endeavor will 
help devotees recover faster.”

Prasadam will be diet-based, as recommended 
by iskcon Mayapur’s team of doctors, and will be 
delivered two times a day. 

Source – Head Media Communications, isk-
con Mayapur

Please Send Your Feedback To:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org
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https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/calcutta/west-bengal-assembly-elections-2021-call-to-election-commission-to-focus-on-covid-protocols/cid/1812025
https://www.mayapur.com/
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Personal 
   Message

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Çréla Prabhupäda. 

Some think Çréla Prabhupäda came from the spiritual world (Kṛṣṇaloka). Others are not sure. He is reputed to have 
said that he was a doctor in his last life in the material world, but that is not confirmed. In support of the ‘emanating 
from the material world’ position, one can cite the following Bhagavad-gita As It Is passage (6.42):

TRANSLATION: Or [if unsuccessful after long practice of yoga] he takes his birth in a family of 
transcendentalists who are surely great in wisdom. Certainly, such a birth is rare in this world. 

PURPORT: Birth in a family of yogés or transcendentalists—those with great wisdom—is praised herein 
because the child born in such a family receives a spiritual impetus from the very beginning of his life. It is 
especially the case in the äcärya or gosvämé families. Such families are very learned and devoted by tradition 
and training, and thus they become spiritual masters. In India there are many such äcärya families, but they 
have now degenerated due to insufficient education and training. By the grace of the Lord, there are still 
families that foster transcendentalists generation after generation. It is certainly very fortunate to take birth 
in such families. Fortunately, both our spiritual master, Oà Viñëupäda Çré Çrémad Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
Gosvämé Mahäräja, and our humble self had the opportunity to take birth in such families, by the grace of the 
Lord, and both of us were trained in the devotional service of the Lord from the very beginning of our lives. Later 
on we met by the order of the transcendental system. [emphasis mine].”

On a somewhat similar note Çréla Prabhupäda wrote me a letter in 1969: “...Your next question, whether the 
Spiritual Master was formerly a conditioned soul, actually a bona fide Spiritual Master is never a conditioned soul. 
There are three kinds of liberated persons. They are called 1) sädhana siddha, 2) kṛpä siddha, and 3) nitya siddha. 
Sädhana siddha means one who has attained perfection by executing the 
regulative principles of devotional service. Kṛpä siddha means one who 
has attained perfection by the special mercy of Kṛṣṇa and the Spiritual 
Master, and nitya siddha means one who was never contaminated. The 
symptoms of nitya siddha is that from the beginning of his life he is 
attached to Kṛṣṇa, and he is never tired of rendering service to Kṛṣṇa. 
So we have to know what is what by these symptoms. But when one 
is actually on the siddha platform there is no such distinction as to 
who is sädhana, kṛpä, or nitya siddha. When one is siddha, there is no 
distinction what is what. Just like when the river water glides down 
to the Atlantic Ocean nobody can distinguish which portion was the 
Hudson River or some other river. Neither is there any necessity to 
make any such distinction. Actually, every living entity is eternally 
uncontaminated, although he may be in the material touch. This is 
the version of the Vedas. Asanga ayam purusha—the living entity is 
uncontaminated. Just like when there is a drop of oil in water you can 
immediately distinguish the oil from the water, and the water never 
mixes with the oil. Similarly, a living entity, although in material 
contact, is always distinct from the matter.”

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


