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Living Our Values
By Radha devi dasi

One challenge for Vaishnavas is balancing our spiritual 
and secular obligations. Because our spiritual practices of-
ten clash with the customs of the modern world, we may 
sometimes find ourselves taking off our identity as devo-
tees when we take off our tilak. We forget that our spiritual 
beliefs should be the basis for every decision we make.

Indeed, modern secular society often prohibits bring-
ing religious values into the public sphere. The United 
States Constitution mandates the “separation of church 
and state.” The Preamble to India’s Constitution asserts 
that India is a “secular nation.” Thus, we may be criticized 
if we name spiritual values as the basis for our actions.

There are good reasons for modern states to be cau-
tious about the combination of religion and government. 
History is full of examples of good people who were abused 
because their religious beliefs were different from those 
of the majority. The persecution of Jews during the 20th 

Century Holocaust is a potent reminder of the danger of 
allowing governmental policies based on religious identity 
or practice.

Discrimination on the basis of religion continues to 
the present and is equally dangerous. The Yazidis in Iraq 
face genocidal violence from the Islamic State. Non-
Hindus in India have been murdered over rumors that 
they were involved in cow slaughter, even when that was 
not the case. But there is similar danger in excluding spiri-
tual values from policy debates. The current U.S. policy of 
separating migrant children from their parents highlights 
this danger. U.S. officials openly acknowledge that the 
practice of taking children, 
including babies and toddlers 
from their parents, is intended 
to discourage asylum claims 
and undocumented entry to 
the country.

The life-long damage that 
such parental separation can 
inflict on children is undeni-
able. Even worse, the U.S. 
administration has not kept 
track of the information link-
ing children to their parents 
and has no plan for reuniting 
families. Their justification? 

The goal of protecting national borders outweighs any 
harm they inflict.

Clearly, most Americans disagree. Some of the most 
vociferous objections have come from religious com-
munities who charge that harming immigrant children 
to prevent unwanted migration goes too far. They argue 
that the religious values of compassion, kindness to the 
stranger, and protection of the innocent demand an end 
to this practice.

Many in the current administration, however, argue 
that these spiritual values have no place in policy mak-
ing – that religion ought to be completely divorced from 
government. In fact, real religion cannot be separated from 
any aspect of life, including politics. If we believe in values 

like respect, humility 
and compassion, then 
those values belong in 
our everyday lives – in 
the workplace as well 
as in the temple. A 
belief in compassion 
that does not extend 
past one’s own fam-
ily and community is 
not real compassion. 
It is simply a way of 
offering preferential 
treatment to those 
close to us. 

Spiritual Perspectives
Seeing the World through Spiritual Eyes 

For Friends and Followers of Mukunda Goswami
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Detained children sleep on concrete floors under foil blankets in Texas
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Americans protest the United States’ family separation policy
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Australian Opposition Leader Visits iskcon 
Melbourne
By: Sukadev Dasa, iskcon News, June 23, 2018
https://bit.ly/2KqbrQZ
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On June 16, 2018, iskcon Melbourne had 
the privilege to receive very distinguished guests: 
the Hon Matthew Guy, Leader of the Opposition 
from Victorian State Parliament, Andrew Bond, a 
local candidate from Albert Park, and Katie Allan 
a candidate from Prahran, along with other prom-
inent members from the Indian community. They 
were received by Temple President Aniruddha 
Das.

The guests were briefed on the temple’s future 
building upgrades, such as conversion of the cur-
rent theater into a dining hall, upgrading the deity 
paraphernalia room, and converting the current 
dining hall into a multipurpose educational/cul-
tural hall. 

The guests then had a guided tour of the newly 
built kitchen. A few years ago, when he was the 
Multicultural Minister, Matthew Guy visited the 
iskcon temple and announced that the  govern-
ment would give the temple a grant of $500,000 
to build a new kitchen. After seeing the newly 
built kitchen he said, “This is really fabulous, fan-
tastic and a magnificent development.”

Following the kitchen tour, the guests were 
taken to the temple room. Matthew Guy offered 
respect to Srila Prabhupada, the Founder Acarya 
of iskcon, by offering him a garland. He then ad-

dressed the 
congrega-
tion in the 
temple 
room. He 
started by 
saying, 
“The Hindu 
culture and 
Australia go 
longer back 
then we can 
imagine.”  He then said that if he wins the next 
election in November, he will make the crown 
prince of Udaipur (Rajasthan-India), Lakshyaraj 
Singh Mewar, a business ambassador between 
India and Victoria state. Lakshyaraj Singh is a 
supporter and well-wisher of iskcon. He further 
said, “The Melbourne Hare Krishna-iskcon com-
munity is such a powerhouse of support to, not 
only your community but also to the whole com-
munity and those less fortunate around you.”

Finally, he promised to provide additional 
assistance for iskcon Melbourne’s future build-
ing upgrades. As the visit ended, Aniruddha Das 
gifted the Hon Matthew Guy a copy of Bhagavad-
gita As It Is. 
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EDM Album “Summer Krishna” Dovetails 
Devotee’s Longtime Dream
By: Madhava Smullen, ISKCON News, June 21, 2018
https://bit.ly/2tD96si

tious tunes, uplifting beats and synths, and soar-
ing backing vocals.

Quite different from the usual big releases 
from the kirtan world, it’s an attempt by creator 
Chandrashekhara Acharya Das (Cyril Wohrer) to 
reach a broader audience and “dovetail” a lifelong 
dream into service.

And it’s been an interesting life. Half-French, 
Chandra grew up in both Los Angeles and Paris. 
In 1993, he received one of Srila Prabhupada’s 
books on his way to France to do a year abroad at 
the Sorbonne University. He was inspired to go to 
iskcon’s preaching center in Paris, where hearing 

Chandra sings next to the Ganges in the video for 
Breathe Again

If you’re 
looking for 
a Krishna 
conscious 
soundtrack to 
boating, swim-
ming or driv-
ing with the 
top down this 
summer, you 
could certainly 

do worse than breezy EDM/pop album “Summer 
Krishna.” Nearly every track’s lyrics are comprised 
entirely of the Hare Krishna mantra, set to infec-

The Hon Matthew Guy, Andrew Bond, Katie Allan visit 
Melbourne iskcon 
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The cover of Summer Krishna

kirtan from a visiting Bhakti Charu Swami sealed 
the deal.

Taking initiation from the Swami, 
Chandrashekhara travelled with him as his 
personal assistant from 1999 to 2003 – an eye-
opening trip that revealed to him for the first time 
iskcon’s worldwide scope across Europe, South 
Africa, Mauritius and Fiji.

That global perspective grew when Chandra 
found himself hand-picked as lead singer of the 
band Village of Peace on Indradyumna Swami’s 
Polish tour, replacing Sri Prahlad Das. This despite 
the fact that Chandra had never been a musical 
performer before – although since his mother was 
on the board of directors of the LA Opera, music 
was in his blood.

With Chandra, Village of Peace changed its 
name to 18 Days, after the duration of the Battle 
of Kurukshetra, and morphed from reggae into a 
more pop-rock sound. With lyrics condemning 
animal slaughter and materialistic civilization, 
while inciting revolution and love of God, the 
band’s high point was performing in front of ten 
thousand people at Woodstock Festival. 

“Seeing them all jumping up and down and 
chanting Hare Krishna was a deeply moving expe-
rience for me,” Chandrashekhara says.

Outside of Woodstock, 18 Days played to 
much smaller audiences in port towns along the 
Baltic Sea Coast; and the band never “made it” 
in the music industry. “But I think Krishna ful-
filled my desire to be onstage, and to help spread 
Krishna consciousness through music, like my 
heroes Shelter,” says Chandra, who calls Shelter 
lead singer Raghunath Das (Ray Cappo) “one of 
the great contemporary poets.”

After 18 Days, Chandra put music on hold 
and returned to college in 2008 at the behest of 
another inspiration, Hridayananda Das Goswami. 
He wanted to learn how to present Krishna con-
sciousness in a philosophical way, so a degree in 
religious studies at UC Santa Barbara was followed 
by a Masters in Theology at Oxford. 

But Chandrashekhara felt that music was part 
of him, and he couldn’t completely leave it behind. 
Rather than “falsely renouncing” it, he wanted to 
apply the principle of “yukta vairagya” taught by 
Rupa Goswami – that true renunciation is using 
everything in Krishna’s service.

Alongside his academic work, Chandra decid-
ed to create an album in one of the most popular 
types of music today, EDM.

“I wanted to make an album that really 
glorifies Krishna, featuring primarily the maha-
mantra,” he says.

Always ambitious, Chandra enrolled the 
Grammy-winning Al Walser as producer, and 
Grammy-winning engineer Jeff Ellis – who has 
worked with Frank Ocean and Nick Jonas – to 
mix the tracks Summer Krishna and Into the 
Wind.

Vocals were recorded all over the world in 
studios in Moscow, Naples, Hollywood and 
Mayapur. Almost all of them are exclusively the 
maha-mantra, apart from “The Holy Name,” a 
remix of an 18 Days song which also includes 
English lyrics about how the Holy Name purifies 
and sanctifies us; and Fils De Sachi, a groovy rock-
infused number which tells the story of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s birth in French.

The infectious 
Holy Name, Into 
the Wind and 
Breathe Again, 
meanwhile, all 
come with slickly 
produced vid-
eos available on 
Youtube. Breathe 
Again, featuring 
backing vocals 
from Mayapur 
International 
School children, is 
a particularly beau-
tiful and inspirational song, and the video, with 
soaring drone shots over the Mayapur campus 
as the children dance and sing, will brighten up 
anyone’s day.

Since it was released in November, the 
“Summer Krishna” album has been a hit with 
devotee and yoga audiences, who have called it 
catchy, joyous and easy to dance to. The title track 
is on rotation on producer Al Walser’s “US Top 
20” radio show, which is syndicated and played 
on hundreds of affiliated radio stations worldwide 
– giving the album a chance to reach a broader au-
dience. And Chandra has just taken it on the road, 
performing at the Just Love Festival in Germany, 
alongside the Kirtaniyas.

Despite the positive reception, 
Chandrashekhara’s main goal is not making mon-
ey – a challenge in today’s music climate anyway. 
Rather, he is using his album as a “business card” 
to draw attention to his various ways of spreading 
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Krishna consciousness – through lectures, semi-
nars, Youtube videos and more.

“At 45 years old, that’s what I’m focusing on 
long term,” he says. “I don’t see another album in 
my immediate future – but let’s see what Krishna 
has in store.”

In the meantime, he is inspired by other 
devotee bands spreading Krishna consciousness 
through their music, and hopes to see more of 
this type of outreach.

* * *
Buy “Summer Krishna” here:
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/yrilwohrer
For more info visit: 
http://easybhakti.com/
Chandra’s videos here: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/localbhakti

Continued on page 5
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Click to watch Breath Again music video
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Hari Sauri Retires, Bhaktivedanta Research 
Centre Continues
By: Madhava Smullen for iskcon News on June 3, 2018
https://bit.ly/2tNRQ3E

Due to significant health challenges, Hari 
Sauri Das has retired from active service as the Co-
Director of the Bhaktivedanta Research Centre 
(BRC) in Kolkata, West Bengal. 

Hari Sauri, well-known for his Transcendental 
Diary book series about his time as Srila 
Prabhupada’s personal servant, served with the 
BRC since its inception in June 2009.

From the beginning he was instrumental in its 
work collecting and preserving important histori-
cal documents of iskcon’s Gaudiya Vaishnava lin-
eage, according to Srila Prabhupada’s instructions. 

Currently in its physical library in Kolkata, 
the The Bhaktivedanta Research Centre has a 
catalogue of over 20,000 works, which are also 
gradually being posted online at http://brcindia.
com/. 

The BRC will continue in Hari Sauri’s ab-
sence under Co-Director Pranava Das and a team 
of inspired, enthusiastic devotees from iskcon 
Kolkata, Mumbai and Mayapur. 

Venugopaldev Das, a disciple of Radhanath 
Swami based in Mayapur, will become the new 
Dean of Finance, which was one of the primary 
services Hari Sauri handled.

“I am confident this team will ensure the 
integrity of the BRC operation to the best pos-
sible standard,” 
says Hari Sauri. 
“During the 
last few months 
I have been 
working with 
Pranava Prabhu 
and others to 
ensure that the 
project contin-
ues effectively 
up to the high 
standards we 
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Hari Sauri with Venugopaldev Das, who will be taking on some of 
his services

Bhaktivinode Thakur’s autobiography

https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/cyrilwohrer
http://http://easybhakti.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/localbhakti
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have already established, and will con-
tinue to expand its services.”

The BRC’s library has saved and 
preserved many important and rare 
works by Vaishnava Acharyas that 
were rotting and could have been lost 
forever. 

These include the last will of Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, written 
sixteen hours before his departure; the 
only known copy of Sarasvati’s per-
sonal diary; and the never-published 
Rasa Rasodaya by Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakur.

There are also hand-written manu-
scripts of Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda, 
Raghunath Das Goswami’s Mukta 
Charita, and Gopala Guru’s Bhajana 
Paddhati, as well as a complete copy of 
Chaitanya Charitamrita from 1760.

Besides these the BRC also has many manu-
scripts by Rupa Goswami, Sanatana Goswami, and 
Gopal Bhatta Goswami, as well as all the major 
Puranas and Vedas. More recently, the Research 
Centre acquired the government work-records of 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura from 1866 to 1892. And 
staff have just completed the de-acidification and 
lamination of Svalikhita Jivani, the hand-written 
autobiography of the Thakura; a 200-page song 
book hand-written by him; and 40,000 pages of 
Nadia Prakash, the daily newspaper published by 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati.

According to Hari Sauri, the future is bright, 
with many exciting plans in the pipeline. Currently, 

the BRC is cooperating with a project run by 
the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies.

“Needless to say, the BRC depends upon 
the generosity and support of our donors,” 
he points out. “Many of you have generously 
contributed to our membership program, and 
my sincere request is that you continue to do 
so with full enthusiasm and confidence.”

* * *
Please visit the Bhaktivedanta Research 

Centre online here: http://brcindia.com/

Staff at the BRC work on preserving ancient manuscripts

Hari Sauri Das signs an agreement with the managing committee of Bhaktivinode 
Thakur’s birthplace to catalogue and manage his original works
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New “One World Team” Aims to Send Book 
Distribution Skyrocketing
By: Madhava Smullen for ISKCON News on May 31, 2018
https://bit.ly/2tEWCQK

Six years ago, 
book distribution 
in North America 
was in the dol-
drums, with 
devotees work-
ing alone and 
only $700,000 
remitted to the 
Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust from 
41 temples. 

But in January 2012, all that changed. iskcon 
North American leaders unanimously agreed to 
work as one book distribution team with a collec-
tive goal. They also applied a number of principles 
tried and tested at book distribution laboratory 
iskcon Silicon Valley. The move saw remittance 
to the BBT triple to $2.1 million by 2016, with 
71 temples participating.

So the natural next phase was to scale up the 
same basic principles – including teamwork, clear 
goals, statistical analysis and ABS (Always Better 
Service) – to a worldwide level.

BBT trustee and book distribution strategist 
Vaisesika Das, who helped to mastermind the 
North American shift, is working with leaders 
around the world to make this a reality. He began 
with two presentations to iskcon’s Governing 
Body Commission (GBC) in February of 2017 
and 2018, during their annual meetings.

Vaisesika launched the plan for a One World 
Team with a message that at first may seem coun-
terintuitive: “Be dissatisfied.” In 2017, he said, the 
Gideons had shared 91.8 million copies of their 
Bible, while Jehovah’s Witnesses distributed 210 
million books. In contrast, the BBT had only 
distributed 8.5 million books worldwide.

He encouraged devotees to shoot for “a higher 
goal than you think you can attain,” and reminded 
them how Srila Prabhupada thought big, writing 
“We must expand more and more unlimitedly” in 
a May 1976 letter to the GBC.

The first improvement Vaisesika proposed 
was in the way book distribution is measured. 
He proposed a system to measure worldwide 
book distribution by totaling the dollar amount 
spent at each regional BBT around the world to 

buy Prabhupada’s books.The next step was to see 
the iskcon world not only as separate temples each 
distributing books on their own, but also as a “One 
World Team” with one team goal. 

“When we emphasize individual scores, some 
people naturally excel,” Vaisesika explains. “But 
when we emphasize the team over the individual, 
then the masses want to go out. People who can’t 
naturally do as well as others, especially in the be-
ginning, are encouraged to go out, because they feel 
like they’re contributing to the team. And a lot of 
people each doing a little bit is much more sustain-
able than a few people doing a lot – which was the 
old model.”

Over the past five years, there has been an aver-
age annual growth of 3% in dollar remittance to 
the BBT worldwide, with $10.1 million remitted in 
2017. The new team goal will be a 10% increase in 
2018. Every year after that, another goal will be set. 
It’s a system that has worked for North America, 
which increased 20% in 2013 and 2014, and 10% 
every year since.

The GBC has unanimously agreed to move 
forward with the One World Team plan. But how 
will they make sure temples all over the planet are 
on board, and keep them on track towards the goal?

“We have a team of devotees around the world 
who are responsible for book distribution in their 
areas, called the Global Sankirtana Leaders Team,” 
says Vaisesika. “The BBT Marketing Department 
will keep in touch with them and create reports to 
send to the GBC. The team will also meet regularly 
to discuss how the goals are going in each area, and 
share best practices to benefit from each others’ 
experience.”

The BBT Marketing Department will also use 
statistical analysis to see which temples are not do-
ing so well and to help them. In 2017, for instance, 
just three temples – iskcon Silicon Valley in the 
U.S., and Delhi and Mumbai in India – accounted 
for 20% of the total remittance to the BBT, with 
over $500,000 each. Meanwhile nearly half of the 
temples in iskcon remitted either less than $5,000 
in the year, or nothing at all.

The exciting part is that with just a little en-
couragement and direction, these temples can make 
dramatic increases. To give a North American ex-
ample, in 2012 iskcon of Laguna Beach devotees 
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Acintyarupa Das distributing books in Mexico
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A team of book distributors in Johannesburg, South 
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were only distributing 450 books a year. After 
adopting the new model, they increased their 
goal to 5,000. They then promptly beat that 
goal three times over, ending the year with sales 
of 14,500 books. 

Vaisesika and his team of experienced book 
distributors are set to help temples worldwide 
achieve similar goals. Interested devotees can 
contact iskcon Silicon Valley and Toronto, 
Canada to find out when to attend their regu-
lar Sankirtan Orientation Sessions (S.O.S). 
Both Toronto and ISV are also sending some 
of their best book distributors out to spend a 
weekend at various temples around the world 
and train their congregations.

“Because the whole community gets 
trained at once, these sessions can make a dra-
matic difference, changing your book distribu-
tion trajectory overnight,” says Vaisesika.

If neither of these options are convenient, 
devotees can read Vaisesika’s book “Our Family 
Business,” which details all his tried and tested 
techniques. Many have already started their 
own successful book distribution programs 
with only the book as guidance.

One of the first things these different 
methods of training emphasize is that the lo-
cal leaders of your community must have a 
consensus that book distribution is a priority. 
Vaisesika Das explains why.

“Books are containers for idea seeds that 
spill out into the minds and hearts of people 
and can start an ideology,” he says. “Throughout 
history, world movements have been initiated 
through literature distribution. The American 
Revolution was sparked by Thomas Paine’s 
pamphlet ‘Common Sense.’ The idea of 
natural selection, now practically ubiquitous, 
began with Charles Darwin’s ‘Origin of the 
Species.’ That’s why Srila Prabhupada said, 
‘Print as many books in as many languages and 
distribute throughout the whole world. Then 
the Krishna consciousness movement will au-

tomatically increase.’”
Srila Prabhupada himself 

prioritized book distribution, 
saying many times, “This is our 
main program. All other pro-
grams are secondary.” And when 
listing it as his seventh purpose 
for iskcon, he wrote that 
through distributing books we 
would “achieve [all of the other] 
aforementioned purposes.”

With book distribution prioritized, devo-
tees can then apply a series of new practical 
techniques. 

These include Monthly Sankirtan festivals, 
fun weekend events where the whole commu-
nity gets involved; Go Matsya, in which devo-
tees distribute full sets of Srimad-Bhagavatam; 
Sastra Dana, in which people donate books for 
others to distribute; and Smart Boxes, which 
sell books by themselves using the honor 
system.

There’s also kids’ sankirtana, corporate 
book distribution; Motel Gita; foreign lan-
guage cards, which increase your book distribu-
tion capacity by 33%; and Kirtan Oasis mini 
festivals with book stalls. Effective sankirtana 
teams also use tech tools like Whatsapp groups 
so that each devotee can keep in touch and get 
inspired by what their fellow book distributors 
are doing.

Last but not least, there’s the four laws 
of book distribution: your sadhana must be 
strong; you must get books; the more you show, 
the more you sell; and you must organize.

“Let’s beat the Gideons and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses! Let’s set world records for the 
amount of religious books distributed every 
year!” Vaisesika says. “By organizing ourselves 
and 
keeping 
book 
distri-
bution 
as a 
priority, 
the ef-
fect can 
only be 
posi-
tive. It will have a systemic effect on iskcon, 
on our self-esteem and our world-standing.”

“And,” he adds, “As Srila Prabhupada in-
dicates in his seven purposes of iskcon, it will 
have a concomitant effect on all the other very 
important purposes of iskcon as well. A rising 
tide rises all ships!”

 * * *
For more information please contact:
Bbt.worldteam@gmail.com
Read more:
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/15/

indian-women-breaking-down-barriers-to-
religious-leadership/ 
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Genoa, Italy

Bbt.worldteam@gmail.com
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/15/indian-women-breaking-down-barriers-to-religious-leadership/
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/15/indian-women-breaking-down-barriers-to-religious-leadership/
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/15/indian-women-breaking-down-barriers-to-religious-leadership/
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Special days bring special moods: anniversaries, birthdays, holidays. They all change the way we think. Days 
change according to calendars. Whether one uses solar, or lunar, the celebrations never stop. Some people 
are superstitious and some are not, but some events are just plain spectacular and fantastic – for everyone, 
whether that person is superstitious or deadly practical.

Feelings are often closely tied to observances. Birthdays and Appearance Days are a case in point. They are 
almost always observed. Such days are mood-elevators to those concerned. Wouldn’t it be nice to “capture the 
feeling” of a holiday every day of your life?

Well, the bad news is that it’s not possible. Not for most of us anyway. Some days just work, and others don’t. 
There’s an expression in American English called “bad hair day,” referring to a day when things just don’t go 
right. Maybe that happens too often. But Krishna never has a bad day.

Birthdays, holidays, Saturday nights, wedding anniversaries, mothers’ days and fathers’ days all seem to 
usually go OK. They’re memorable occasions, days to be happy, times to celebrate, times to remember. There 
once was a popular song called “Let the Good Times Roll.”

Ekadasis, Janmasthami, and many tirobhava and avirbhava (disappearance and appearance) days, make for an 
almost continual celebration. In one sense, Janmasthami is every day, as Krishna is always being born SOME 
where in SOME part of creation.

All-happy, all-the-time places aren’t experienced here in the material world, so many people think a misery-
free domain cannot exist; it’s not REAL.

Even though continuous festival moods seem not to be part of our genetic material (are we hard-wired for 
misery?) they are the true nature of the spiritual realm – the place where all words are song, all liquids sweet 
nectar and all steps a dance.

Your friend,

Mukunda Goswami


