
Every human being needs to feel love and a sense of connec-
tion with others. However, a materialistic society teaches us to 
focus on acquiring things rather than meeting the needs of the 
heart and soul. Without spiritual knowledge, our search for love 
is likely to end in disappointment. For children raised in modern 
material culture, the gap between moral teachings and markers 
of social success can be frightening. While materialistic moral 
codes emphasize love and compassion, most of our actions are 
aimed at getting rich.

Gun violence in the United States highlights how a mate-
rialistic culture can lead to disappointment or even a homicidal 
level of frustration. Such violence is epidemic in America, espe-
cially for children. A huge number of students have been affected 
by school shootings. An 
ongoing Washington Post 
analysis has found that 
more than 150,000 stu-
dents attending at least 
170 primary or secondary 
schools have experienced 
a shooting on campus 
since the Columbine 
High School massacre in 
1999. That figure, which 
comes from a review of 
online archives, state and 
federal enrollment figures 
and news stories, is a con-
servative calculation and 
does not include dozens of suicides, accidents and after-school 
assaults that have also exposed youths to gunfire.

Future trends are more alarming. On average, two dozen 
children are shot every day in the United States, and in 2016 
more youths were killed by gunfire — 1,637 — than during any 
previous year since 2000. Teachers note a change in culture over 
the past few decades. “It’s about 20 years ago this year I started 
my teaching career. Violence was not this bad 20 years ago. 
Lack of compassion wasn’t this bad 20 years ago.” Kelly Guthrie 
“Teacher of the Year” at Eustis Middle School in Florida.

There are many causes of this violence, not least of which 
is how easy it is to obtain a gun in the U.S. But another cause 
lies in the hypocrisy of a materialistic culture. “Our children are 
disaffected because they are angry,” according to poet Stephen 
Said who has spent the past year visiting different schools in or-
der to discuss this topic with students. “Why? Because, we have 
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Shoot, Shoot, Bang, Bang
By Radha devi dasi

raised them in a society that is in blatant moral contradiction of 
what we teach them, and yet we deny it. We tell them “do unto 
others,” to live equally, and in peace, while everything we do 
proves otherwise.”

In fact, it is a lack of spiritual culture that creates an en-
vironment where violence has become a routine response to 
difficulty. Although everyone is seeking to be loved and valued, 
no one knows the real source of that love. The most recent U.S. 
school shooter, Nikolas Cruz, is a telling example of the futile 
search for love. Armed with an AK-15 automatic rifle, Cruz 
killed seventeen of his former classmates at a Florida high school 
and wounded fifteen more. An adopted child, he lost his mother 
recently, leaving him without family. Soon after, a girlfriend 

to whom he was deeply 
attached broke up with 
him. Already experiencing 
mental illness, Cruz became 
deeply troubled, engaging 
in fights and threatening 
the lives of school mates. 
Failing to cope with extreme 
emotional pain, Cruz lashed 
out with the violence he 
threatened.

The choice to kill others 
to mask our own torment 
is contrary to the values 
modern society claims to 
live by but not contrary to 

the actions we take as societies and nations. We routinely kill 
animals for our own sense pleasure, we exploit young men and 
women for sexual gratification, we endorse the slaughter of non-
combatants (including women and children) to retain control of 
world resources that make our standard of life possible. The list 
of harm we as humans do to each other and to other living enti-
ties in order to meet our own desires is endless. School shooters, 
most of whom are motivated by a desire for revenge in some 
form, simply apply this “me first” thinking to their particular 
demons, destroying others for their own emotional relief.

Unless we understand that the real source of love is Krishna 
and learn to connect with Him through His servants, the cause 
of homicidal violence will remain unchecked. We can (and 
should) limit access to guns, provide better mental health care, 
and prevent bullying in schools to reduce the problem. But only 
real love can solve it.

Spiritual Perspectives
Seeing the World through Spiritual Eyes 
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ht
tp

://
ab

cn
ew

s.g
o.

co
m



2
Continued on page 3

Epic iskcon 50 London Mellows Album In 
Production
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, February 22, 2018 
http://bit.ly/2FEzitv

iskcon London’s own record label, Radha 
Krishna records, is currently in production on an 
iskcon 50th Anniversary London Mellows kirtan 
album. 

The Radha Krishna Temple at iskcon of Soho 
Street, London inaugurated London Mellows, an 
annual 24-hour kirtan weekend, in 2016 as an 
offering to Srila Prabhupada on iskcon’s 50th an-
niversary. The 2016 kirtan, which ran from July 
9th through July 10th, saw devotees from all over 
the UK as well as interested members of the public 
chanting the Hare Krishna mantra from 10 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. each day. Around 500 people par-
ticipated in total.

The kirtan was professionally recorded and is 
now being produced and mixed by Jagannath Suta 
Das, who has worked for Universal Music and 
Sony, and more recently produced iskcon artists’ 
albums like Ananda Monet’s Inevitable Time.

The album will include an incred-
ible twenty hours of kirtan. There will 
be thirty tracks, each led by a different 
chanter. These will include Jayadeva 
dasa, who used his famous technique 
to turn the audience into a “Mantra 
Choir;” Radha Krishna Temple presi-
dent Jai Nitai dasa, who led his mentee 
group in a classic Srila Prabhupada 
melody from the 1970s; recording 
artist Ananda Monet; Kirtan London’s 
Jahnavi Harrison; and local favorite 
Radha Londonisvara dasa. Many chil-
dren will also be featured on the album, 
singing their hearts out individually or 

with their families.
“It was live recorded in front of our most 

beloved Sri Sri Radha Londonisvara, so the 
kirtans were ecstatic and deeply focused on 
Their Lordships, as it was the first ever London 
Mellows,” says organizer Gopibhava Dasi.

The album is set for release on the 50th in-
stallation anniversary of Radha Londonisvara in 
2019, as a heartfelt offering to Them.

Meanwhile, the London Mellows kirtan 
weekend will continue to be held every year.

 * * *
To support the London Mellows iskcon 

50th Anniversary album, please kindly donate to:  
www.iskcon.london/donate/londonmellows

Each donor above £11 will get a complimen-
tary copy of the CD when it is launched and will 
be added onto the list of supporters in the CD 
credits.

Rising Devotional Artist Stuns With His 
Inspiring Wall Art
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, February 24, 2018
http://bit.ly/2FtvCYk
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When photos started cropping up of the 
Radhadesh Mellows Kirtan festival in Belgium 
this January, one thing in particular caught devo-
tees’ eyes.

Towering behind the kirtaniyas was a thirteen 
by nineteen foot acrylic painting on wooden 
board, depicting Lord Nityananda dancing in the 

moonlight, draped in blue silks and garlands and 
glowing in the dusky purple haze.

Stunned and deeply moved by the beauty 
and mood of the image, many around the world 
commented on Facebook photos of the painting, 
calling it “breathtaking” and “gorgeous,” and ask-
ing who the artist was.

Jahnavi Harrison leads the chanting
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Kardami Kapila Das (Ernaste 
Nasimo) is the man behind the 
work. Born in 1979 in a small town 
in Bulgaria, he became part of the 
skateboarding community growing 
up, and had a very different lifestyle 
from the one he would later find.

“I was a wild boy, and there 
was a party almost every night,” he 
recalls. “Me and my friends would 
go out and spray illegal graffiti on 
people’s property and on the trains. 
But the graffiti did ignite in me a 
passion for art.”

Not content to simply spray let-
ters on walls, young Nasimo went to 
university to study fine arts and develop his skills 
in different painting techniques and with differ-
ent subjects.

After university, orders for his canvas paint-
ings and murals began to flood in, and Nasimo 
worked both solo and at group exhibitions. 
Along with his success and involvement in the 
graffiti and art scene, however, he found himself 
indulging heavily in parties, alcohol, drugs and 
sex.

“But somehow I became disappointed in all 
of this, and was trying to find meaning in life,” 
he says. “Little by little, I began to explore differ-
ent spiritual doctrines, until I met Hare Krishna 

devotees. One year later, I decided to try to follow 
the process of Krishna consciousness.”

Today, Kardami Kapila Das still makes a liv-
ing from both contemporary figurative art and 
street art, working out of his own studio in Sofia, 
Bulgaria and selling to a variety of different clients 
– one of his recent efforts is a giant two-story mu-
ral of a traditional Bulgarian maid carrying bread 
on the façade of the Sun Moon bakery in Sofia.

Kardami’s art also appears at all the major 
street art events across Europe, such as his recent 
exhibit “There is Light” at the Urban Creatures 
festival. He has published two books of his art, 
‘Napalm Graffix’ and ‘A Graffiti of Cats,’ and 
created his own clothing line with hip-hop artist 
Gerata.

The influence of Vaishnava or Vedic culture 
is evident in much of his professional work. His 
Bulgarian maid on Sun Moon Bakery features a 
mandala on her apron; his ‘There is Light’ exhibit 
shows people throwing their arms to the sky much 
in the manner of Lord Chaitanya, some of them 
wearing japa beads around their necks; and his 
clothing line is called “Goloka.”

But his heart is with his overtly Krishna con-
scious art, which has appeared around the world 
and deeply inspired many.

“After joining iskcon I almost stopped paint-
ing, but I realized I was repressing my ability and 
desires artificially,” he says. “Finally while I was 
completing a bhakti shastri course in Mayapura, I 
felt myself about to go off like a bomb. After my 
exams I went straight to Gouranga Simha Prabhu 
and Ganga Prabhu, and they loved my idea to 
do some murals in Mayapura. They found all the 
materials for me, and I started doing art again, this 
time dovetailing my desire for Krishna.”

Continued on page 4
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Nityananda Prabhu dancing in bliss on a mural commissioned for this year’s 
Radhadesh mellows kirtan festival

Kardami Kapila Das creates a painting of Lord Krishna for 
iskcon 50 at Bhaktivedanta Manor
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Media Shows Interest in the First Swami from 
the Balkans
By: Amala Prema devi dasi for iskcon News on February 23, 2018
http://bit.ly/2p0Qbo0

Bhakti Ananda Tirtha Swami visited Bosnia 
and Herzegovina from the 13th to 21st of February. 
He first visited the town of Mostar, in the south-
ern part of the country where he gave a lecture 
entitled as “Humans and Technology” at the 
Stjepan Herceg Kosaca Center. The lecture was 
appreciated as inspiring and thought-provoking 
by the attendees. However, it was his stay in the 

capital, Sarajevo, which really roused 
the interest of the general public.

After his lecture at the Prana 
Yoga Studio, Maharaja was invited 
to several media forums, two of them 
government owned. First he was in-
terviewed on February 16th by Arjana 
Tafro Buljubasic, a well-known jour-
nalist of the BiH Federation Radio. 
“In the time of constant discords, 
disturbances and divisions of human-
ity on different basis, Bhakti Ananda 
Tirtha Swami brings wisdom how to 
attain internal peace, understand our 

role and purpose in this world, achieve harmony 
with other people who are different from us,” she 
said.

After that, Lana Stanisic from face tv, a very 
popular private tv station, interviewed him on 
February 19th. She said that the topics he talked 
about, such as the purpose of life, Bhagavad-gita, 
and how to find true happiness, were captivat-

In Mayapura, Kardami’s uniquely sweet 
paintings of Sri Krishna and Srimati Radharani 
brighten the facades of formerly unremarkable 
buildings. His depiction of Krishna’s lotus feet 
next to a sumptuous picnic for the cowherd boys 
turns a walk down a side street into a blissful 
meditation. And his giant painting of the Vedic 
cosmology from the cover of the first canto of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam transforms the Ishodyan 
building used during the annual International 
Leadership Sanga.

His other work includes Lord Chaitanya’s 
sankirtan party on the side of a traveling harinama 
bus in Eastern Europe; paintings of Radha Krishna 
for the iskcon 50 celebrations at Bhaktivedanta 
Manor, UK; and murals of Krishna and the gopis 
at Krishna Balarama Mandir in Vrindavana, India. 
All are bright, colorful, masterfully executed and 
so charming and real that you feel like they are 
there with you. Then there is, of course, the re-
cent painting of Lord Nityananda at Radhadesh 
Mellows.

“In that painting, Lord Nityananda is com-
ing down into the dark material world, appearing 
with the full moon and showing us fallen souls 

what real love and bliss means,” Kardami Kapila 
explains. “I was trying to portray Him in a mo-
ment of dancing in full ecstasy and bliss. I also 
tried to give the feeling that He is there, part of the 
assembled devotees, enjoying the kirtan.”

Kardami has also illustrated a comic book, 
‘Narasimha: Demon Slayer,’ and his Krishna con-
scious artwork has been purchased by many, both 
devotees and the general public. Young devotees 
in particular appreciate and are inspired by his 
street-style art, he says.

“I love doing spiritual art because it brings 
me closer to Krishna,” he says. “At the same time, 
what I realize in the process is that I have a lot of 
work to do on myself.”

In the future, Kardami Kapila hopes to get 
more devotee clients who are ready to support the 
creation of large oil canvasses and murals depict-
ing complicated and ambitious pastime scenes.

“Old masters like William Bouguereau un-
derstood very well the meaning of art – and that 
is to elevate mankind’s consciousness to the point 
of spiritual consciousness,” he says. “So my plan is 
to try to do something as good as the level of the 
great masters, but in connection to Krishna.”

ht
tp

://
bi

t.l
y/2

p0
Q

bo
0

Interview with Bhakti Ananda Tirtha Swami
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ing and that face tv would 
broadcast his pearls of wisdom 
in several installments.

The last interview was 
on Tuesday, February 20th, 
in the ‘U programu ste’ daily 
show of the national televi-
sion, bhrt1. “It is a pleasure 
to host Ananda Tirtha Swami, 
who dedicates some of his 
precious time to visit us in the 
studio. He is a dear guest of 
all Sarajevo spiritualists,” said 
Adisa Kusundzija, the show’s 
presenter.

Being the first swami from the Balkans who 
speaks Croatian, Maharaja is clearly understood 
and thus well accepted in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Serbia and Croatia. There is no language barrier 
between him and the local population, which is a 
great asset in bringing spiritual knowledge to both 
iskcon devotees and the general public. This her-
alds a new chapter in the collective spiritual evolu-
tion of the region, some would say. One thing is 
for sure, Sarajevo is eager for more wisdom and 
will welcome the stimulating swami any time.

Continued on page 6
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How John Lennon Heard the Maha-mantra 
Just Before He Left His Body
By Nartak Gopa Devi Dasi, Dandavats.com, February 25, 2018
http://bit.ly/2CsHZm8

Nartak Gopal Devi Dasi: Krishna arranged 
for devotees to be there at the time of John 
Lennon’s death. This was December 8, 1980. 

The New York temple was on West 55th 
Street in Manhattan and among others 
two devotees lived at that temple: Bakula 
dasi and Surottama dasa. Their daughter, 
Shringara, was born that morning. She 
was born in the temple, and by the af-
ternoon she had developed a cough, so 
they thought she should be taken to the 
hospital, because you never know. 

They asked another devotee, 
Keshiha, who now lives in Alachua where 
I live, for a lift to the emergency room at 
Roosevelt Hospital. At the hospital they 
were taken into a room and a lady doc-
tor was examining the baby when all of 
a sudden she was called out of the room. 
There was apparently a big emergency, 

and she was called out of the room to help. So 
Surottama dasa followed her because he wanted to 
see what was happening. Dressed in his devotional 

Bhakti Ananda Tirtha Swami and devotees in the  
BiH Federation studio
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John Lennon and Yoko Ono with devotees
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attire, he followed the doctor 
and came upon Yoko Ono, John 
Lennon’s wife, who was walking 
alongside a stretcher on which 
John Lennon lay face-down, on 
his stomach. He had been shot 
outside of his apartment on West 
72nd Street and been brought to 
Roosevelt Hospital. When Yoko 
Ono saw Surottama she said, 
“John the Hare Krishna’s are 
here” and then, within moments 
he expired.

***
Link below to watch this story 

and Srila Prabhupada memories. 
http://bit.ly/2twwdqz

John Lennon in bed for peace, chanting with devotees.
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
What do we know about the spiritual world?
Well, to begin with there are the three things Srila Prabhupada always told us: 1) every step is dance; 2) all 

water is nectar, and 3) every word is a song.
What else do we know?
All present in the spiritual world are conscious – even stones; there is no envy in the spiritual world; 

the spiritual world represents three-fourths of creation; there is no night in the spiritual world, although 
there is resting; there is only happiness and no lamentation in the spiritual world; Krsna is the center of 
consciousness in the spiritual world; the spiritual world is the living entities’ real home; everything we see in 
the material world has its origin in the spiritual world—with the exception of envy.

During a lecture on April 15, 1973 in Los Angeles on the Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.8.23), he said, “...we don’t 
have to take a certificate from others. Similarly, we can test for ourselves whether we are in the material world 
or the spiritual world. If we are jealous or envious, we are in the material world, and if we are not we are in 
the spiritual world.”

Once Srila Prabhupada gave an interesting example of how envy does not exist in the spiritual world. He 
said that in the spiritual world the trees say to the grass what a wonderful soft carpet you give to the divine 
couple to walk on. And the grass says to the trees what a beautiful scene you offer to Radha and Krsna to gaze 
upon. The idea is that even though the trees are far larger and in a sense more majestic than the grass, they 
greatly appreciate the grass’s service. And the grasses, not intimidated by large trees, fully realize the value of 
the service performed by the trees.

An interesting verse written by Krsnadas Kaviraja in the Caitanya Caritamrta goes like this: 
nitya-siddha krsna-prema sadhya kabhu naya, sravanadi-suddha-citte karaye udaya or pure love for Krsna is 

eternally established in the hearts of the living entities. It is not something to be gained from another source. 
When the heart is purified by hearing and chanting, this love naturally awakens. (Caitanya-caritamrita: 

Madhya 22.107).
This means that the spiritual world is within 

everyone. We just have to help them find it.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


