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Moral Leadership
By Radha devi dasi

What does it mean to be a leader in 
this world? Spiritually immature people 
may see leadership as the opportunity 
to exert power. More advanced people 
understand that a leader is the servant 
of his or her dependents. A Vedic king, 
for instance, felt responsible for the 
welfare of everyone in his kingdom. 
King Shibi exemplified this principle 
when he protected a pigeon from being 
eaten by a hawk. When the hawk com-
plained that he would go hungry if he 
did not eat the pigeon, King Shibi 
gave the hawk some of his own 
flesh. He sacrificed his own well-
being for the birds in his kingdom.

Modern leaders do not live 
by this principle. The continuing 
silence of Aung San Sui Kyi on the 
plight of the Rohingya Muslims 
in Myanmar (Burma) continues to 
confound and dismay all those who welcomed her return 
to the international scene as the moral voice of Burma. A 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, Aung San Sui Kyi was a political 
prisoner in Myanmar for 15 of the 21 years of military 
rule from 1989 to 2010. During that period, she was one 
of the world’s most prominent political prisoners, famed 
for her moral courage in facing off with Myanmar’s anti-
democratic military junta. Her willingness to undergo per-
secution in order to promote freedom and justice inspired 
people all over the world.

It now appears, however, that Aung San Sui Kyi may 
have been seeking justice and freedom only for people 
who look and think like her. Many are now baffled by her 
failure to speak out against the persecution of Myanmar’s 
Muslim minority. The Rohingya are a persecuted religious 
and linguistic minority who have lived for generations on 
the western coast of Myanmar.

Months of sectarian violence have driven more than 
125,000 people from their homes. Forcibly segregated and 
rejected as citizens by both Bangladesh and Myanmar they 
continue to be victimized in the internally displaced person 
(IDP) camps where they have sought shelter. Conditions in 
the camps are appalling as local Buddhists are preventing 

aid agencies from gaining access to 
Rohingya camps. Security forces 
assigned to protect the Rohingya 
act as their jailers, preventing ac-
cess to markets, livelihoods and 
humanitarian assistance, which 
is desperately needed. What is 
increasingly obvious is that the 
Myanmar government is conduct-
ing an organized campaign to forc-
ibly relocate or remove the state’s 
Muslims.

Since the 1990s, UN staff have 
identified countless widespread 
and systematic abuses against 
the Rohingya Muslims resulting 
from state policy. Since then, the 
violence has only increased with 
anti-Muslim violence spreading to 
central Myanmar with thousands 

more people being killed, wounded 
and displaced.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s willingness to fight for freedom 
and justice appears to stop at the limits of her political 
needs. Her refusal to condemn attacks on the Rohingya 
in Myanmar has dimmed the Nobel laureate’s reputation 
among global rights campaigners who feel she should use 
her moral authority to step up and condemn the Burmese 
government. But observers also note that support for the 

Muslim minority could 
hurt her politically with 
the core anti-Islamic 
Buddhist constituency. 
Putting her personal po-
litical ambitions before 
the fight for just treat-
ment of minorities is a 
huge failure of moral 
leadership. Without spiri-
tual purification, leaders 
are at the mercy of their 
material desires.
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King Shibi offering his own flesh to an 
eagle to protect a pigeon
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iskcon-London’s Food for Life Initiative 
Honored by the Queen of England
By iskcon-London Communications, iskcon News, January 12, 2018
http://bit.ly/2GKgmHs

On January 20, 2018 Gaur Gopal Das was 
awarded the ‘Yuva Adhyatmik Guru Puraskar,’ 
Youth Spiritual guru Award by Bharatiya 
Chhatra Sansad (Indian Student Parliament), for 
remarkable contributions in guiding the youth 

by helping them to awaken their inner potential 
through the path of spirituality, at mit World 
Peace University, Pune.

Thanks to Shri Vishwanathji Karad (@vishwa-
nathdkarad) Founder and Executive President mit 
wpu, mit group of institutions, and Shri Rahulji 
Karad Founder and convener bcs, Executive 
President mit wpu, for this honor.

Gaur Gopal Das was awarded ‘Yuva 
Adhyatmik Guru Puraskar,’ Youth Spiritual 
guru Award
Published in Reports www.dandavats.com, January 23, 2018
http://bit.ly/2Gz6uR5

Food for Life in London, an initiative from 
London’s Radha-Krishna Temple, has been feeding 
hot meals to the homeless for over 20 years, and in 
2017 expanded its usual Monday to Thursday of-
fering to include Fridays and Saturdays. Its incred-
ible efforts were officially recognized in December 
2017 when the chief organizer of the London-
based service, Acyuta Charan dasa (Asish Soni), 
was honored with a British Empire Medal (bem) 
for voluntary and charitable services to homeless 
people. The bem is awarded for a “hands-on” ser-

vice to the local community, either a long-term 
voluntary or charitable activity, or innovative 
work of a relatively short duration that has made a 
significant difference.

Based out of the Temple located in Soho Street 
in Central London, the London Food for Life ini-
tiative runs with a team of dedicated volunteers. 
Not only a heart-warming cause but loaded with 
delicious food, the Food for Life van sets off to 
Lincolns Inns Field in Holborn and arrives at 7:00 
p.m. to greet the queue of hungry people eagerly 

Gaur Gopal Das accepts the guru award
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Gaur Gopal Das being awarded the Yuva Adhyatmik Guru 
Puraskar youth spiritual guru award
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evening I joined in with the great cause it was my 
birthday and I wanted to give back something 
to others. I was captivated by the enthusiasm of 
the volunteers giving up their Friday evenings for 
those less privileged. Seeing the group of people 
who had gathered at the square to receive a plate 
of hot food was an overwhelming experience and 
it was wonderful to be able to lift their spirits. The 
volunteers carried out the tasks so swiftly and with 
so much care to ensure nobody left the square 
without something to eat. I was so impressed with 
the service that I set up a group of helpers from my 
workplace to ensure someone was always available 
to help out especially on busy Friday evenings. It 
was very satisfying serving over Christmas and 
spreading some joy to those who have so little. We 
even distributed scarves and hats, which were so 
much needed. I can’t wait to go along next week 
and see what new helpers I might meet and who I 
can greet at the square. Helping with Food for Life 
is my small way of giving back to the country that 
has given me so much.”

* * *
If anyone is inspired to distribute delicious 

free food to hungry souls in London, they can 
contact the team at foodforlife@iskcon-london.
org or go to the kitchen at Govinda’s Restaurant 
(10 Soho Street, London W1D 3DL) from 
Monday to Saturday at 6:00 p.m. Food is taken 
and distributed at Lincolns Inn Fields in Holborn 
at 7:00 p.m.

Alternatively if you would like to donate to-
wards Food for Life, you can do so here: www.
iskcon.london/donate/ffl

waiting to be served. They are drawn to the tasty 
and filling khichdi accompanied by mouth-water-
ing cake, salad and a hot drink. Needless to say, 
those in the queue for the food are full of praise 
for the cooks. The meals are freshly prepared daily 
by the kitchen staff at Govinda’s Restaurant, the 
Temple’s pure vegetarian restaurant, and the old-
est vegetarian restaurant in London. The volun-
teers distribute the meals with a smile and greet 
receivers with “Hare Krishna,” sharing selfless love 
and service. 

Acyuta Charan dasa will be proudly accept-
ing his bem award later this year at a grand event 
presented by a representative of the Queen of 
England. He shares, “I wasn’t expecting it at all, a 
few colleagues put me forward for it. This award 
should really go to all the wonderful volunteers 
who make Food for Life possible. They sacrifice 
their precious time to come and distribute to the 
needy. Each week is a delightful experience. It has 
been a privilege to be a part of this service for over 
10 years.”

Acyuta Charan dasa is a civil servant and 
works as a qualified accountant for the Home 
Office in Croydon. He got involved with the Hare 
Krishna movement in his final year of university. 
Later in 2007, his wife, Krishna Kanta devi dasi, 
introduced him to the Food For Life project and 
he started volunteering. He continues to volun-
teer now with his wife and is joined sometimes by 
their three-year old twin girls. 

Pritesh Mashru from West London recently 
volunteered with the group after searching online 
for a vegetarian soup kitchen. He says, “The first 

London’s Radha-Krishna Temple has been feeding hot meals to the homeless for over 20 years
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Fortunate People Project Films 10,000 People 
Chanting Globally
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, January 19, 2018
http://bit.ly/2DPOOCU

Fortunate People, a project started in the UK 
by Russian devotee Shaktyavesha Avatar Das, be-
gan in 2016 as an offering to Srila Prabhupada for 
iskcon’s 50th Anniversary. Participating devotees 
distribute books and then film the recipients 
chanting the Hare Krishna maha-mantra for the 
first time.

During the recent Prabhupada Marathon of 
December 2017, the project reached a milestone, 
collecting 10,375 videos of people chanting 
around the world.

The project is inspired by Srila Prabhupada’s 
statement in multiple different purports and 
lectures that if just one per cent of the popula-
tion becomes Krishna conscious, “then the whole 
world will be peaceful.”

Meanwhile when asked for the definition of 
a Vaishnava, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu replied, 
“Whoever chants the Holy Name of Krishna just 
once is worshipable and is the topmost human 
being.”

Thus the Fortunate People project dreams 
that one day at least one percent of the world will 
have chanted the maha-mantra at least once. It 
might be a distant goal, but the project is gradu-
ally building momentum towards becoming a 
juggernaut of much needed change in the world.

Next year’s goal is 50,000 chants, and beyond 
that the sky’s the limit. Already people have been 
filmed chanting the maha-mantra for the first time 
in every continent apart from Antarctica, and in 
25 countries, from the US to South Korea, New 
Zealand to Belarus, and Peru to Iran.

Each video is unique and heartwarming. In 
Scotland, a policewoman plays a mridanga and 
sings along with devotees. In London, England, a 
man dressed as Santa Claus bellows out the Holy 
Name with Gusto. In Johannesburg, South Africa, 

hundreds of school children joyously dance and 
chant with an ecstatic brahmachari. And there are 
thousands more.
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African school children joyously chant the Holy Name

 Participating devotees distribute books and then film the recipients chanting the Hare Krishna 
maha-mantra for the first time
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One of the methods Fortunate People uses 
to expand its scope endlessly is to enlist “ambas-
sadors” all around the world. Anyone can be an 
ambassador. One simply downloads the Fortunate 
People app, available for free on the App Store for 
iPhone or Play Store for Android, films people 
chanting Hare Krishna in their local area, and 
then uploads it with one click via the app to 
http://fortunate-people.com, where it’s added to 
the collection and increases the overall number of 
chants.

“We just got new ambassadors in Minneapolis, 
US; in Auckland, New Zealand; in Tijuana, 
Mexico; in Berkshire, UK; and in Tenerife, Spain,” 
Shaktyavesha Avatar says. “It’s amazing!”

Shaktyavesha is excited by the idea that so 
far only book distribution Sankirtana has been 
countable; “But now,” he says, “We’re trying 
to make the idea of spreading the Holy Name 
also countable. So I hope it will be easier to set 
Harinama Sankirtana goals for temples or com-
munities worldwide.”

When approaching the public, Fortunate 
People proponents ask them to chant “for love 
and peace.” While this might “sound a bit 

cheesy,” Shaktyavesha Avatar says, it’s an easy 
non-sectarian way to explain why we chant, and 
results in most people feeling favorable about the 
idea – many see the need for a positive shift in 
consciousness in today’s world.

Once Fortunate People reaches the next goal 
of 50,000 chants, Shaktyavesha Avatar hopes it 
will start to generate the kind of viral interest of 
something like 2014’s ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, 
and be picked up by media channels like the 
BBC and “The New York Times.”

“There are many inspirational and motiva-
tional initiatives in the world right now where 
people are trying to shift the global conscious-
ness towards goodness, towards just being a nice 
person,” he says. “So we are presenting our idea 
in a similar way – where people of all different 
faiths and backgrounds, from all different coun-
tries are chanting the mantra without any specific 
religious or political agenda. It’s just about trying 
to spread this good vibe, and sending the words 
of prayer, or mantra, to uplift the consciousness 
of the world.”

For more info and to see the latest videos, 
visit http://fortunate-people.com/

To download the app and upload your own 
videos, visit http://fortunate-people.com/app/

World’s Top Religious Leaders Issue Rare Joint 
Appeal
By Carol Kuruvilla, www.dandavats.com, January 22, 2018
http://bit.ly/2DZ2laG

Religion is often viewed as a force that sows 
divisions between people. But the world’s most 
prominent religious leaders have come together to 
present a different vision of how faith can work in 
the world. 

In a rare move, major religious leaders — 
from Pope Francis to the Dalai Lama — issued 
a joint appeal Wednesday asking people to follow 

a simple bit of advice: Make friends with people of 
other faiths.

“Our advice is to make friends to followers of 
all religions,” Ayatollah Sayyid Fadhel Al-Milani, 
one of the U.K.’s most senior Shia Muslim clerics, 
said in a video recording.

“Personal contact, personal friendship, then 
we can exchange a deeper level of experience,” the 
Dalai Lama said.

A policewoman in Scotland, UK plays mridanga and 
sings with the devotees

Santa Claus delivers the maha-mantra with 
great gusto
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Pope Francis chose to speak about his 
long friendship with the Argentinian Rabbi 
Abraham Skorka, who also appeared in the 
video. 

“My religious life became richer with his 
explanations, so much richer,” Francis said of 
Skorka. “And I guess the same happened for 
him.”

“Make Friends” is an initiative of the 
Elijah Interfaith Institute, an interfaith orga-
nization with offices in Israel and the United 
States. In a press release, organizers said the 
project’s mission is to counter the idea that 
people view each others’ religions with distrust 
or disdain — and to potentially even reduce 
violence conducted in the name of religion.

Rabbi Dr. Alon Goshen-Gottstein, the 
Elijah Interfaith Institute’s director, said that 
this project introduces a new theological per-
spective, one that affirms the need for friend-
ship between faiths.

“We cannot deny that in the books of many 
religions you can find texts that are not very 
open, even hostile, to people of other faiths,” 
he said in a statement. “Therefore, when the 
world’s most important leaders call for friend-
ship, they are in fact affirming a particular way 
of practicing religion and rejecting another.”

The 22 leaders involved in the appeal 
represent a wide spectrum of religious be-
liefs: Sikhism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism, and Christianity. Each leader contrib-
uted a personal statement specifically for the 
purposes of this project. 

Many more videos from the leaders, with 
subtitles in different languages, are available on 
Make Friends’ YouTube account.

“One of the wonderful things about 
spending time with people completely un-
like you is you discover how much you have 
in common. The same fears, the same hopes, 
the same concerns,” said Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks, the U.K.’s former chief rabbi.

Source: https://goo.gl/7aVFHd

World’s Top Religious Leaders Issue Rare Joint Appeal!
Krishna Ksetra Swami: After our five-day seminar “Dialogical Vaishnavism” was completed yesterday here 
at Sridham Mayapur–which went very well, with lots of stimulating discussion–I’m here sharing a link 
from HuffingtonPost to an interesting and relevant article that one of our students shared with the group. 
Vaishnavas ought to be good at making friends with all sorts of people, of all sorts of different faith traditions.
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,
 
This month’s message to friends is a bit of a retelling of a portion of Sitala Dasi’s book, “The Glorious Life of Srila Narottama Dasa 
Thakura.”

Narottama dasa’s birth and life were predicted by Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Somewhat like Raghunatha Goswami, Narottama 
wished to leave his family home in Kheturi in Rajastan, about 165 kilometers (103 miles) from Jaipur and about 175 kilometers 
(109 miles) south of Vrndavana.

Narottama Dasa (ND) was always thinking how to leave home and meet Lord Caitanya in Vrindavana. But his parents, the king 
and queen of the region, felt strongly that ND should remain at home to eventually be the king of the area, which was then of-
ficially under Mohammedan rule.
 
One fateful day a letter came to the king (Krsnananda) from the Nawab (Muslim ruler of the district), who had heard about ND. 
In the letter, the Nawab said he wanted to meet ND. This meant ND would have to leave home.
 
Krsnananda assured his wife, queen Narayani, that there was nothing to fear because the king would see to it that an entire convoy 
of armed guards would accompany ND to visit the Nawab. However, Krsnananda himself was apprehensive, despite the guards. 
This fear was related in part to the fact that at ND’s birth, a respected astrologer had foretold the family of ND’s spiritual leanings.
 
ND finally reached the holy dhama despite the guards. However, he was disappointed when he learned that Lord Caitanya had 
departed this world. Fortunately, Jiva Goswami took him under wing. Jiva Goswami soon took him to Lokanatha Swami who, 
Mahaprabhu told ND in a dream, would become the guru of the young ND.
 
The aged ascetic, Lokanatha Swami, solemnly informed ND that he had taken a vow not to initiate and that ND would not be 
his one exception. But ND’s devotion ultimately softened the heart of Lokanatha Swami who gave him diksha. However ND’s joy 
was short lived, because Jiva soon ordered him to depart to distribute the Vaishnava writings that had become the bedrock of the 
Vaisnava religion.
 

Sitala Dasi is travelling the world selling her book for 
about 20 dollars. The book can be obtained by writing 
to her in Mayapur Dham. She is the wife of Hari Sauri 
Prabhu.

I beg to remain,

your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


