
Real Treasure
By Radha devi dasi

Aesop’s famous tale 
about the ants and the 
grasshopper underscores 
conventional wisdom about 
being prepared. The ants 
in the story can endure the 
lifelessness of  winter because 
they’ve stored sufficient food 
while the improvident grass-
hopper is cold and hungry. 
The 20th Century addition to 
this story was a startling de-
pendence on new scientific 
discoveries and products. 
Dupont’s slogans “better 
living through chemistry” 
and “the miracles of  sci-
ence” sum up the belief  that 
modern science could give 
us control over our world. 
We are taught to prepare for 
hard times by amassing money, property, disaster sup-
plies and all kinds of  material resources.

Despite the clear problems that modern science has 
created (for example, prescription drug induced birth 
defects, depletion of  the ozone layer, ever increasing pol-
lution of  air and water) we still have a tendency to be-
lieve that science and technology will someday allow us 
to control our environment. However, little reflection is 
needed to realize that mankind’s ability to control pales 
in comparison to the raw power of  nature. The opening 
years of  the 21st Century provide telling examples.

Climate and weather disasters have hit nearly every 
continent in 2017; flooding and monsoons in South Asia, 
hurricanes and major earthquakes in North America, 
landslides and drought in Africa and a tsunami threat 
to Central America. For example, 41 million people 
have been affected by flooding and monsoons in India, 
Bangladesh and Nepal this summer, according to the 
New York Times. Survivors in India are crowded into 
the 2,000 relief  camps necessitated by the loss of  their 
homes.

Even first world countries have not been able to es-
cape devastating weather effects. Roughly a million 

people were displaced by Hurricane Harvey in Houston, 
Texas, and experts predict a multi-year recovery effort. 
The U.S. territory of  Puerto Rico is likely to be without 
electricity (and, consequently, water) for months. Only 
the efforts of  multiple disaster relief  agencies will keep 
Houston and Puerto Rico from devastating loss of  life. 

No matter how good our preparations or how ad-
vanced our technology, the truth is that we never know 
what the future holds for us. Water and wind can destroy 
our homes, a simple movement of  the earth can devas-
tate an entire city. Our access to essentials like light, heat 
and clean water can be wiped out by a single storm.

Given this realization, it is helpful to meditate on 
Krishna’s protection of  the residents of  Vrindaban from 
Indra’s wrathful storm. Under the shelter of  Govardhan 
Hill, the Brajbasis focused on their real treasure, Krishna, 
despite the probable loss of  homes and possessions in 
the storm. While natural disasters will always have dire 
consequences and life will hand us painful losses, it is 
good to remember that there is one unfailing shelter and 
one treasure we can never lose – our relationship with 
the Supreme Person.
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Interstate 45 in Houston, Texas was submerged by Hurricane Harvey’s widespread flooding
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The Latin Recording Academy 
is set to present singer and com-
poser Havi Das (Ilan Chester) with 
a Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the 18th Annual Latin grammy 
Awards on November 16th.

A multi-talented musician, 
Havi Das — a Srila Prabhupada 
disciple — is a highly successful 
pop and traditional artist in his na-
tive Venezuela as well as through-
out South America.

He grew up listening to 
Venezuelan folk, Afro-Caribbean dance, British 
progressive rock, and American R&B, all of  
which influence his own music.

This will be his second Latin grammy award, 
having previously received Best Folk Album for 
2010’s “Tesoros De La Música Venezolana.”

“The Lifetime Achievement Award is pre-
sented to performers who have made unprec-
edented contributions of  outstanding artistic 
significance to Latin music and the Latin com-
munity,” stated the Latin Recording Academy in 
a press release.

The release added, “Ilan Chester has trans-
formed a deep mystical devotion and his fasci-
nation with many different sounds into a long-
lasting career of  staggering variety and depth.”

For his part, Havi commented, “I must 
admit that the phone call I received from The 
Latin Recording Academy, informing me of  the 

Latin Recording Academy to Honor Havi Das 
With Lifetime Achievement Award
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, September 22, 2017
http://bit.ly/2xJLgM7
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Havi Das chants at this year’s Bhakti Sangam festival in Ukraine

decision to award me special recognition for my 
musical career, was quite a surprise. I am deeply 
grateful.” 

Alongside his commercial pop career, Havi 
has produced several Krishna conscious albums 
over the years, including the 1970’s concept rock 
albums “Night and Day Dream” and “Songs 
of  the Future,” and the more intimate “Bhakti: 
Devotional Songs from India” in 1998. More 
recently in 2013, he released the hugely ambi-
tious orchestral album “Symphony of  the Soul,” 
putting Vaishnava songs to epic classical music.

But even in his pop career, Havi wears his 
true loves on his sleeve. “I am proud of  my con-
nection with Srila Prabhupada, with Krishna 
consciousness and iskcon, and I am very open 
about this with the public and the media,” he 
told iskcon News in a 2010 interview.

He added, “Krishna consciousness is and 
has always been my true source of  inspiration. It 
is the love found in the hearts of  the devotees for 
Krishna that has motivated me to write songs. 
Few know my songs to have an internal and 
complex undertone.”

You can see Havi Das accept his award at 
the 18th Annual Latin grammy Awards, to be 
broadcast live from the mgm Grand Garden 
Arena in Las Vegas on Nov. 16, from 8–11 p.m. 
et/pt (7 p.m. Central) on Univision.

For more information and the latest 
news, please visit the official Latin Recording 
Academy® website at: www.Latingrammy.com 
(#Latingrammy).FB: Latingrammys | Twitter: 
@Latingrammys | Instagram: @Latingrammys

Havi Das accepting his first Latin Grammy in 2010
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The Power of Appreciation
By Chaitanya Charan Das, Spriritualscientist.com, September 1, 2017
http://bit.ly/2yf2EM5

Life can be disheartening. Things go wrong, 
people do wrong, we ourselves do wrong. Our 
best laid-plans can be wrecked by one massive 
upheaval or thwarted by a million tiny bumps. 
Either way, we end up feeling like giving up. 
Amidst such discouragement that may come 
upon us from a hundred directions, a few words 
of  encouragement can be a vital morale-booster.

There are many shortages in the world, and 
most of  them are not immediately in our power 
to rectify. We can’t do much about Somalia’s 
food shortage, Siberia’s power shortage or the 
Sahara’s water shortage. But there’s one short-
age we all can rectify: appreciation shortage.

Lack of  appreciation can hurt as much as 
can lack of  food. Absence of  appreciation can 
kill people emotionally, making them feel as if  
they have nothing to live for. And without some-
thing worthwhile to live for, they may give up on 
the will to live. Indeed, people commit suicide 
not so much because many things go wrong in 
their life, but because prior to those things going 
wrong, they felt unloved, unvalued, unappreci-
ated. And when negative events pile on top of  
their negative feelings, their will to live gets 
crushed out of  their hearts. That’s why appreci-
ation can be literally life-saving. Complimentary 
words can give those contemplating suicide a 

reason to live. And if  they keep living, they will 
soon find many more reasons to live.

When someone passes away, at their me-
morial meeting, their acquaintances speak 
appreciatively about the deceased person, and 
often speak so movingly that it brings tears to 
the hearers’ eyes. And yet those acquaintances 
don’t speak even a fraction of  those appreciative 
words when that person was alive. If  they had 
appreciated earlier, that person would have felt 
so much more loved, affirmed, treasured. Why 
should we appreciate people only after they have 
passed on? Why not start appreciating right 
now?

Though compliments can do so much 
good, we are often miserly in complimenting. 
Why? We may fear that over-appreciation may 
breed complacency. If  we are always apprecia-
tive, people may get too habituated to compli-
ments, may become over-expectant and may 
take our words and, by extension, us cheaply. 
That’s a valid concern. Sociologists refer to the 
post-World War II generation in the West as 
the praised generation – these were pampered 
children who were always complimented, never 
corrected. They grew up to become arrogant 
and insecure: too proud to take criticism and too 
emotionally dependent on praise.

“I can live for two months on a good compliment.” – Mark Twain
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We can and should give others construc-
tive feedback when necessary and appropriate. 
But why should correction be the only thing 
we offer? Why can’t we offer both corrections 
and compliments? Better still, why can’t we 
offer compliments generously and corrections 
cautiously?

If  we interact with others only to correct 
them, then our relationship with them becomes 
unpleasant, and people start avoiding us. And 
whenever they can’t avoid us, they dread the in-
evitable interactions, and that dread blocks their 
capacity to function effectively. We can remove 
much of  this negativity by infusing our interac-
tions with the positive power of  appreciation.

The Bhagavad-gita (17.15) recommends that 
we speak in a non-agitating way that is truthful, 

pleasing and beneficial. The recommendation 
that we speak both pleasingly and truthfully 
implies that we should appreciate, but not flat-
ter. Flatterers usually aim to manipulate, to get 
the other person to do their bidding. In contrast, 
appreciators value people for what they are and 
inspire them to become better.

If  we compare the human body to a vehicle, 
food is its fuel. If  we extend the vehicular meta-
phor to the human heart, encouragement is the 
fuel for the heart. Whereas the body dies without 
food, the heart dries without encouragement, 
making life feel pointless, joyless, worthless. Just 
as a well-fed body can function energetically, 
a heart fueled by encouragement can function 
energetically, infusing life with purpose, verve 
and joy.

New Book Tackles Challenges of iskcon Sannyasis
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, July 6, 2017
http://bit.ly/2wMeH2b

The sannyasa ashram, or renounced or-
der, is extremely influential in iskcon. A high 
percentage of  the society’s Governing Body 
Commission (GBC) members are sannyasis; 
while the majority of  iskcon’s initiating gurus 
are, too. Yet a large proportion have fallen by the 
wayside over the years, struggling to maintain 
their monastic vows.

In his new book “The Lives and Challenges 
of  Vaishnava Sannyasis in Modernity: A Study of  
the Renounced Order in iskcon” Yadunandana 
Swami takes an unprecedented, honest look at 
these challenges.

The principal of  Bhaktivedanta College for 
many years, he began his research for the book 
as an MA dissertation in order to learn more 
before taking sannyasa himself  in 2009.

“It is important that we do a constructively 
self-critical study of  the sannyasa ashram,” he 
says. “Especially because of  the level of  influ-
ence it has in iskcon.”

Through anonymous interviews with nine-
teen current and former sannyasis, he explores 
their struggles, and the reasons why they have 
left or remained in the sannyasa order. He also 
offers some helpful suggestions for iskcon lead-
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Sannyasis in contemporary society face many challenges
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The Spirit of  Humanity Award in the Livelihood 
category won by iskcon’s Govardhan Eco Village

ers to implement, to create a brighter future for 
the sannyasa ashram.

One of  the factors that has led to struggles, 
according to his interviews, was that many isk-
con sannyasis, especially in the early days, took 
sannyasa at a very young age. While at the time 
they may have felt strong, committed, and in-
spired by Srila Prabhupada’s personal presence, 
when Prabhupada left this world, and they had 
to face personal and institutional challenges, 
they were not able to sustain their vows.

Midlife crises also created challenges, with 
some sannyasis wondering later in life if  it was 
actually a lifestyle they wanted to follow after 
all. “Sometimes in our youth we think we can 
do everything, and then when we become more 
mature in age, we tend to reconsider – what 
do I want to do with the rest of  my life?” says 
Yadunandana Swami.

iskcon’s Govardhan Eco Village Adjudged 
National Winner Among ngos
By Anand Caitanya das, www.dandavats.com, September 16, 2017
http://bit.ly/2yQqU3Q

iskcon’s Govardhan Eco Village (gev, 
http://www.ecovillage.org.in) won the Spirit 
of  Humanity Award in the Livelihood cat-
egory. The 8th edition of  the Spirit of  Humanity 
awards was held on September 14, 2017, in a 
gala event at J. W. Marriott, Juhu, Mumbai. The 
event was organized by AmeriCares, a nonprofit 
disaster relief  and global health organization 
providing immediate response to emergency 
medical needs and supporting long-term health 
care initiatives for people around the world. The 
Spirit of  Humanity awards recognize and re-
ward exemplary contributions made towards the 
society in the fields of  Child Care, Education, 
Health, Disability, Livelihood and Women’s 
Empowerment. Following a stringent 3-step eval-
uation process, spread over 6 months, the best-
in-class ngos (Non-Government Organization) 
were identified from each zone. As the winner 
from the West zone of  India, Govardhan Eco 
Village made it to the final round along with 
Harsha Trust (East), Don Bosco Tech Society 
(North) and Sevalaya (South). The final round 
involved each institute making a presentation 
to an esteemed jury who have evaluated the 
projects based on criterion like replicability, scal-
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ability, innovation, future expansion plans, 
sustainability, etc. After the rigorous day long 
deliberations, the winners were announced 
during the grand event in the evening.

The rural development program of  
Govardhan Eco Village, supported by Sri 
Chaitanya Seva Trust, has been focusing on 
creating a transformative change in the lives 
of  the villagers by enabling them to develop 
in a holistic manner with economic, envi-
ronmental and social development. Starting 
with 5 tribal families, today more than 450 
farmers below the poverty line in 16 villages 
are benefiting from this program. Working in 
the fields of  organic farming, water resource 
development, drinking water, women em-
powerment, skill enhancement, rural educa-
tion, and health care, this program has en-
hanced the livelihoods of  all the participants 
and improved the social well-being of  the 
farmers. Dubbed as “From Suicide to Sweet-

side,” the rural development project received 
full honors from the jury and was declared 
the national winner under the Livelihood 
category. Receiving the award on behalf  of  
Govardhan Eco Village and Sri Chaitanya 
Seva Trust were Shri Nimai Lila Das, Mr. 
Venkataramanan and Mr. G. Venkataraman.

Govardhan Eco Village is a farm com-
munity and retreat center spread over a 
scenic landscape of  100 acres at Galtare, 
Wada situated 110 km North of  Mumbai, 
India. Since its inception in the year 2003, 
Govardhan Eco Village has made steady 
progress in Organic farming, Cow protec-
tion, Rural Education, Rural development, 
Alternative energy, Eco friendly constructions 
and Sustainable living. gev illustrates ‘Simple 
Living & High Thinking’ – a principle which 
is so succinct, yet profound, and formed the 
basis of  life in the bygone age of  wisdom.
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
On November 14, 1977 an announcement was made for all the New Dwaraka devotees to gather in the temple 

room at 6:45 a.m. for an important message. 
At the appointed time, I dutifully complied and sat on the cold marble floor of  the temple room. The regional 

leader, Ramesvara Dasa, sat on a cushion, about to make the unthinkable announcement. Finally, when all the 
New Dwaraka devotees were present, he began by sucking air. Then we heard him. “Prabhupada,” he croaked, 
“… is gone.”

A collective gasp cut the air, followed by muted weeping. I rose and stumbled out the front door into the glaring 
sunlight.

Everything looked plastic: the trees, bushes, flowers and sky. Like the city itself, home to tinsel town, also known 
as Hollywood, known for its illusory so-called classics, I was part of  a grotesque non-reality TV show.

My daze was interrupted by a good-natured devotee named Gauranga who came up to me as I approached my 
office. He didn’t live in the community, but he came almost every day at some point or other.

 “Hey, haribol Mukunda,” he said, smiling as bright as ever. “Do you have any jumper cables? I’m having some 
car problems … as usual, right?” He laughed. “That’s what you get for buying a car for under five hundred 
dollars!”

“Mukunda. You OK?” he asked. I nodded mutely. “The thing is I’m kind of  in a hurry. Do you have any cables 
or not?”

Seeing the situation I shook myself  out of  my stupor and muttered that I had cables and that I would help him.
He was still unconsciously living in the old world where Srila Prabhupada was physically present, and I didn’t 

want to be the one who broke his last few precious moments in the safety of  that world.
Later, devotees who had been at Srila Prabhupada’s bedside told us that he continued translating into a dictating 

machine until just a few days before his departure. His lips barely moving, Srila Prabhupada defied the pain that 
his doctors said a person of  his condition would be in, and, speaking softly into the microphone, he dictated the 
translations and explanations of  the verses of  Chapter Thirteen, Canto Ten of  his Srimad Bhagavatam. At one point 
he turned to the devotees close to him and said, “Don’t think this won’t happen to you.”
Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


