
SPEAK UP!
By Radha devi dasi

U.S. President, Donald Trump, ignited controversy 
again in August 2017 when he equated white suprema-
cists and nazi sympathizers with counter protesters in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Mr. Trump was responding to 
an act of  domestic terrorism that took place at an “alt 
right” demonstration. America’s alt right is a loose knit 
group of  people who reject mainstream conservatism 
in favor of  white nationalism and includes neo-nazis 
and members of  the Ku Klux Klan. The alt right met 
with stiff resistance from counter protesters at their 
Charlottesville rally. People on both sides threw punches 
but the violence culminated when an alt right demon-
strator deliberately rammed a crowd of  people with his 
car. Thirty-five people were injured at the rally. One 
woman died as a result of  being hit by the car and two 
police officers were killed when their helicopter crashed 
as they responded to the car assault.

Mr. 
Trump 
ignited a 
firestorm 
when 
he re-
sponded 
to these 
events 
with 
another 
of  his 
infamous 

tweets. Rather than condemning the racist attack, he 
spoke of  violence on “all sides,” implying that both 
the white supremacists and the counter protestors were 
equally to blame. There were immediate calls for Mr. 
Trump to rescind this statement from both his allies and 
his opponents. Described by the Atlantic magazine as a 
“morally stunted” response, Mr. Trump’s tweet failed to 
condemn racism and a racially motivated assault, im-
plying that everything from throwing a punch to assault 
with a deadly weapon to homicide was essentially the 
same thing. While the President issued another statement 
distancing himself  from the alt right, he later tweeted 
additional statements that blamed “both sides” for the 
deaths in Charlottesville.

As Vaishnavas, do we draw moral distinctions on the 
material plane? From the absolute perspective, good and 
evil are defined in relationship to our service to God. 
That which sustains our service is good. That which dis-
tracts from our service is sinful. Srila Prabhupada used 
the example of  wet stool and dry stool to make the point 
that there is nothing worth having on the material plane. 
So we might conclude that there can be no real moral 
difference between different sides of  a political debate. 

In fact, devotees rarely comment on issues of  racism 
or human rights. While we recognize that we are not our 
bodies, we make no institutional effort to combat racism 
in iskcon or in the larger societies in which we live. Our 
focus is higher, we sometimes say. But should we have a 
position on the morality of  racism and nazi influenced 
political parties? Should we condemn the oppression of  
the Dalits in India or the Uyghur minority in China?

On the one hand, Krishna tells Arjuna to ignore 
moral precepts and fight against his elders. On the other, 
Krishna also warns against abandoning “mundane mo-
rality.” As he points out in Chapter One of  the Bhagavad-
gita, failure to maintain sexual morality puts a family at 
risk of  losing the traditions that support spiritual practice. 
Equality of  vision, seeing living entities as equals, is an 
important characteristic of  a saintly person. Kali-yuga is 
characterized by the loss of  mercy, cleanliness, austerity 
and, finally, truthfulness. A sane society requires moral 
values.

Racism and political philosophies that support sup-
pressing other racial and religious groups are often the 
basis for atrocities such as genocide. The concentration 
camps of  Nazi Germany did not spring up out of  no-
where. They followed a long and well-organized propa-
ganda campaign that taught the German people to hate 
Jews. What we say about others and how we treat them 
matters.

As spiritualists, it is our duty to give spiritual knowl-
edge to others. That duty does not stop with the lesson 
that “Krishna is God.” Teaching good behavior, through 
precept and practice, is also necessary. It should go with-
out saying that oppressing others on the basis of  their 
race or religion is wrong. So let’s get that message out.
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Srila Prabhupada gave the 
first Krishna deity in iskcon 
to the temple in Washington, 
DC. Sri Sri Radha Madana-
Mohana were moved to a 
bigger temple situated on 
12 acres of  beautiful for-
ested land in Potomac prior 
to Srila Prabhupada’s visit 
in 1976. The building where 
Srila Prabhupada stayed for 
a whole week has been nicely 
preserved by the devotees.

During his visit Srila 
Prabhupada met with scientist 
disciples from Bhaktivedanta 
Institute. They accompanied 
him on several morning walks 
in idyllic settings along the 
Potomac River.

Devotees in the community organize vari-
ous kinds of  outreach programs and the annual 
Vaisnava festivals attract thousands of  people.

ISKCON of DC – a vibrant community of devotees
By: Krsna Sundari dasi, www.Dandavats.com, August 14 2017 
http://bit.ly/2xAJXPh
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(Above) Entrance to the Hare Krsna Temple in Potomac, Maryland
(Below) Stories of  Devotion, a film about the temple and community
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(Left) Painter Eduard Zentsik’s portrait showing Mahaprabhu as Radha and Krishna combined, which will grace the cover 
of  the book. (Right) Author Satyaraja Das.
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Prestigious Publisher Set to Release New 
Scholarly Volume on Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
By: iskcon News Staff, iskcon News, August 8, 2017
http://bit.ly/2esGHkb

A new book set for release this October may 
be a godsend for both devotees and scholars: 
The Life and Teachings of  Sri Chaitanya: The Golden 
Avatara of  Divine Love, by Satyaraja Das (Steven J. 
Rosen). Most importantly, it will be published by 
Lexington Books, a prestigious worldwide aca-
demic publisher, which will position it to reach 
tens of  thousands that might otherwise not read 
a book about Lord Chaitanya. 

Over the years, Satyaraja has given us several 
notable works on Mahaprabhu and related sub-
jects. Among his direct studies of  Sri Chaitanya 
(amidst his 29 other books), is his early work 
from 1989: India’s Spiritual Renaissance: The Life 
and Times of  Lord Chaitanya, which might be seen 
as a basic, introductory version of  the Lord’s life 
and teachings — a kind of  a summary or mere 
suggestion of  where the new volume goes. 

This was followed by his Six Goswamis of  
Vrindavan in 1991, which also summarized the 
Lord’s life but gave the added perspective of  the 
life and work of  his immediate followers, the Six 
Goswamis. Finally, he gave us Sri Panca Tattva: 
The Five Features of  God in 1994. Here, he again 
explained the Lord’s life and teachings in context 

with the added nectar of  the lilas of  Nityananda 
Prabhu, Sri Advaita, Gadadhara Pandita, and 
Srivasa Thakura. 

Besides these, he has also written many 
scholarly articles on Mahaprabhu and His asso-
ciates, published in “Back to Godhead” maga-
zine and in other, outside magazines and yoga 
journals. 

But The Life and Teachings of  Sri Chaitanya… 
an exhaustive and in-depth presentation, is set to 
be the culmination of  all his work on the Golden 
Avatara. 

The book will be published by Lexington 
Books, a division of  Rowman & Littlefield, 
one of  the largest academic publishers in the 
world. Lexington recently began a series called 
“Explorations in Indic Traditions.” Their idea 
was to publish a set of  quality, detailed accounts 
of  historical personalities and religious tradi-
tions associated with India, authored by well-
respected authorities in the field. 

These books, in turn, would be promoted as 
the standard texts in the field. Jeffery D. Long, 
Professor of  Religion and Asian Studies at 
Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania, would 
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serve as the series editor, assigning various spe-
cially chosen scholars with specific subjects and 
important personalities about whom to write 
books. 

For the book on Sri Chaitanya, Professor 
Long selected Satyaraja Das, seen by scholars as 
an authority on Chaitanya Vaishnavism due to 
his standing as a longtime practitioner and his 
academic output as an author on the subject. 
Long wanted a devotee scholar to write the 
work, and felt that Satyaraja would do a sensi-
tive and thorough job: 

“Steven has done outstanding work through 
the years, with books designed primarily with 
a popular audience in mind; as editor of  the 
“Journal of  Vaishnava Studies” (which has 
served as a venue for excellent work from some 
of  the top scholars in the study of  Vaishnava 
traditions); and with academically oriented 
books such as his Essential Hinduism and Krishna’s 
Other Song: A New Look at the Uddhava-gita (both 
published by Praeger/Greenwood), which have 
been recognized and accepted by the academy 
and have long been used as textbooks for college 
courses in English-speaking countries. As an au-
thor of  popular works, his writing has the virtue 
of  being clear and accessible. Yet his knowledge 
of  the traditions about which he writes is so great 
that he does not oversimplify the material he 
presents. His work has depth without obscuran-
tism, clarity without superficiality... As one might 
imagine, I was delighted to learn that Steven was 
interested in contributing a work to this series. 
And not just any work: it could well be argued 
that this volume is his magnum opus. While it is 
written with the clarity of  his earlier work, there 
is scholarly depth here that makes this particular 
volume a substantial contribution to academic 
knowledge of  the important, but under-studied 
figure of  Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.”

In fact, Long sees this work as eventually 
becoming the “go-to” reference for scholars and 
practitioners alike, since it is so exhaustive and 
makes use not only of  all traditional or insider 
accounts of  Mahaprabhu’s life and teachings, 
gleaned from early Sanskrit and Bengali sources, 
but also that of  scholars and academics from 
over the last 50 years — making it the most 
complete and thorough account available. As 
Edwin F. Bryant, Professor of  Hindu Religion 
and Philosophy at Rutgers University, writes in 
his back cover notes: 

“Steven J. Rosen is well known and respect-
ed for his prolific output of  writing on Krishna 

bhakti and related topics, but I would venture to 
state that this is by far his most important work 
yet. It represents a lifetime of  serious study and 
scholarship, sieving through all the literature 
on Chaitanya — hagiographic, theological, 
pedagogical, academic and more — from the 
earliest literary sources to the transplantation of  
the tradition to the West. Indeed, this accumula-
tion of  sources from different genres is among 
the unique contributions of  this book, allowing 
us to engage the significance of  this remarkable 
saint/avatara through a wide variety of  lenses. 
This user-friendly volume seems set to be the 
go-to source for scholars, students, and practi-
tioners of  bhakti on one of  the most divinely 
intoxicated personalities in recorded history.” 

Sarah Craig, the editor at Lexington Books, 
is so excited about the work that she plans to 
release it in paperback approximately one year 
after the publication of  the initial hardcover 
version, a practice only done for books expected 
to sell well. Although the work is written for 
scholars and serious students (both devotees and 
those in the academy), the takeaway will be a 
clear view of  Mahaprabhu’s life and teachings 
from both scholarly and practitioner perspec-
tives. The basic content is summarized in the 
back cover text: 

“Tucked away in ancient Sanskrit and 
Bengali texts is a secret teaching, a blissful de-
votional (bhakti) tradition that involves sacred 
congregational chanting (kirtana), mindfulness 
practices (japa, smaranam), and the deepening of  
one’s relationship with God (rasa). Brought to 
the world’s stage by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
(1486–1533), and fully documented by his imme-
diate followers, the Six Goswamis of  Vrindavan, 
these unprecedented teachings were passed down 
from master to student in Gauḍīya Vaishnava 
lineages. Sri Chaitanya’s Life and Teachings, The 
Golden Avatara of  Divine Love, by contemporary 
scholar Steven J. Rosen (Satyaraja Dasa), makes 
the profound truths of  this confidential knowl-
edge easily accessible for an English language 
audience. In his well-researched text, modern 
readers — spiritual practitioners, scholars, and 
seekers of  knowledge alike — will encounter a 
treasure of  hitherto unrevealed spiritual teach-
ings, and be able to fathom sublime dimensions 
of  Sri Chaitanya’s method. Using the ancient 
texts themselves and the findings of  contempo-
rary academics, Rosen succeeds in summarizing 
and establishing Sri Chaitanya’s life and doc-
trine for the modern world.” 
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3,000 Pound Golden Chakra Installed on 
TOVP Planetarium Dome
By: Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, August 10, 2017
http://bit.ly/2wMeH2b

On Thursday August 10th, 
a golden Sudarshan Chakra, 
weighing 1,400 kilograms 
(3,086 lbs), was installed on 
the Planetarium Wing dome 
of  iskcon’s under-construc-
tion Temple of  the Vedic 
Planetarium in Mayapur, West 
Bengal.

“This is a monumental 
step towards the completion 
of  this adbhuta mandira, pre-
dicted by Lord Nityananda,” 
says Planetarium Director 
Jayapataka Swami.

On the occasion, project 
chairman and main fundraiser 
Ambarisa Das (Alfred Brush 
Ford), along with his wife 
Svaha Dasi, addressed an 
international audience of  devotees through a 
letter read out by MC Vraja Vilasa Das.

“The initial installation of  the chakra for the 
planetarium dome is a monumental event, cap-
ping years of  work and support from devotees 
like you,” he said. “The tovp team has worked 
tirelessly for years to raise funds and bring the 
building to the point you see it at today.

“It has been a little over 10 years since 
construction started on Srila Prabhupada’s long 
cherished dream of  Sri Mayapur Chandradoya 

Mandir, Temple of  the Vedic Planetarium. 
The progress has been amazing thanks to the 
devotees and disciples of  Srila Prabhupada from 
around the world.

“On this day I want to especially express the 
gratitude of  the entire tovp team to Jayapataka 
Maharaj, for his stalwart support which has 
been there from the beginning. Maharaj has 
organized and enthused his disciples from all 
around the world to rise up in support of  this 
project, and we are eternally grateful.

The ten chapters in The Life and Teachings 
of  Sri Chaitanya: The Golden Avatara of  Divine 
Love include: 1) The Gaudiya Tradition: From 
Veda to Radha; 2) Sri Krishna: Enter the Dark 
Lord; 3) Sri Gaura Tattva: From Black to Gold; 
4) The World of  Bhakti; 5) The Nectar of  the 
Holy Name; 6) Siksastakam: Eight Beautiful 
Prayers; 7) Gaudiya Vedanta: Inconceivable 
Unity in Diversity; 8) Sri Chaitanya and Other 
Traditions; 9) Ramananda Raya: The Viceroy 
of  Devotion; and 10) Raganuga-bhakti: Sri 
Chaitanya’s Special Gift. 

The book is currently at the printer and will 
be released in early October. “It will come out 
just before this year’s American Academy of  

Religion conference,” says Sara Craig, adding, 
“All scholars in the field will want a copy!”

A beautiful portrait of  Mahaprabhu show-
ing that He is Radha-Krishna combined will be 
on the cover, rendered by Eduard Zentsik, a pro-
lific Estonian-based painter who usually favors 
abstract expressionism. After meeting devotees 
of  Krishna in India, Zentsik painted several 
portraits of  Mahaprabhu. “The one we chose 
for the cover is my favorite,” says Satyaraja.

 
To make an advance order call Lexington 

Books at 800-462-6420 or visit their website: 
https://rowman.com/Lexington. Use the code 
LEX30AUTH17 to get a 30% discount.

The huge golden chakra was installed on the Planetarium Dome of 
the tovp on August 10, 2017.
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“The tovp is the international home for 
all devotees of  iskcon, and the principal root 
of  preaching for the next 10,000 years.

“Please, all of  you do what you can to 
support and pray for the Deities to have a 
new home in Sridham Mayapur.”

Mayapur head priest Jananivasa 
Das, Managing Director of  Construction 
Sadbhuja Das, acting chairman of  the 
Mayapur Administrative Council Sankarsana 

Nitai Das, and Jayapataka Swami 
also addressed the assembled 
devotees.

Jayapataka Swami thanked 
all those who made the project 
possible, and mentioned how the 
GBC had been supporting the 
tovp in various ways.

Sadbhuja gave some interest-
ing facts about the Sudarshana 
Chakra itself. 3.5 meters (11.5 ft) 
in diameter, it was made in Russia 
of  pure stainless steel with a liquid 
gold coating.

After the short speeches, a fire 
yajna was performed to invoke 
auspiciousness.

Other ceremonies included 
drsti (raising of  the victory flag), puspavrsti 
(abhiseka of  Sudarsana Cakra), and arati of  
Sudarsana Cakra.

The Chakra was then hoisted to the apex 
of  the Planetarium dome and attached.

The event concluded with prasadam dis-
tribution to all participants.
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Close up of  the Golden Sudarshana Chakra

The Golden Chakra sitting atop the Dome
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
Propaganda has gotten a bad name.
Nonetheless its importance globally and locally is huge.
A case in point is a decision by the board members of  Mars Inc. to cease advertising their famous Mars Bars 

candy in Russia. There was a majority of  the governing body who chose to cease advertising in Russia, because 
the company’s profits were strong there. As a result of  this non-promotion, the red ink accumulated such that 
Mars Inc. got into severe financial trouble. Therefore it was decided to advertise as before. The result: Mar Bars 
sales once again became profitable in the region.

Case number 2: Even though William Clinton, former president of  the United States was widely broadcast to 
have been having an illicit sexual affair with a young female federal employee, he skilfully avoided impeachment 
by expertly manipulating public opinion via the media, established and social.

These 2 cases, among thousands of  others, corporate and governmental, are examples of  how expert public 
relations or “spin doctoring” (let’s call it “communications”), can achieve goals.

Case number 3: A closer to home example relates to the Robin George case of  the late 20th Century. On April 
7, 1990, Anuttama Prabhu and I began a 24-hour vigil on the sidewalk in front of  the National Archives Building 
in central Washington, D.C. It was cold, snowy, and sleeting much of  the time. We passed out leaflets and had 
devotees engaged in playing a melodious Hare Krishna Mantra kirtan. The local police drove by and waved to us, 
even though we didn’t have a permit. Washington, D.C. has an extremely liberal side to it. The vigil was reported 
in “The New York Times” by a Washington, D.C. reporter. The New York Times is commonly read each day by 
the D.C. intelligentsia.

The ten-year case had gone up to the U.S. Supreme Court. Even though the seven justices are reputed to be 
impartial and above bribery, they do read the daily newspapers.

The result was that the high court remanded the case to the California 4 District Court of  Appeal for final 
judgement. There it was settled for a tiny fraction of  the original multi-million 
dollar judgement against iskcon. Robin George, the principal plaintiff, then 
approximately 30 years of  age, reportedly ended up with very little if  anything, 
legal costs having chewed up most of  the final award money.

The point is that even judges read newspapers.
So, in a sense, iskcon “won” the case, through public opinion.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


