
Cruelty Free
By Radha devi dasi

Vaisnava philosophy teaches us that all living enti-
ties are spirit souls interacting with the material energy 
in different ways. As conditioned beings, however, we 
often have difficulty understanding that all creatures are 
equally the servants of  the Lord. The enlightened sage, 
Krishna tells us, sees with equal vision the Brahmana and 
the dog eater. For the rest of  us, it is hard to understand 
the connection between all forms of  life. As a result, we 
generally tend to focus on what we need to be happy, 
without considering the cost to other living entities.

As followers of  Srila Prabhupada, we know that 
killing animals for our sense gratification is sinful. Such 
killing guarantees karmic reactions and makes it harder 
for us to purify our minds and hearts. Any participation 
in cruelty toward animals, even if  we don’t slaughter 
them ourselves, implicates us in the cycle of  repeated 
birth and death. But we often see plants in a different 
way and are less concerned about their well-being. Srila 
Prabhupada taught devotees that we should never ex-
ploit natural resources blindly. He advised devotees to 
protect trees, for instance, building around them rather 
than cutting them down.

Recent research supports Srila Prabhupada’s posi-
tion, showing that plants are far from unconscious be-
ings, having astounding abilities to sense and react to 
the world. For centuries Western philosophy and science 
largely viewed animals as unthinking slaves to instinct.
We now know that not only are chimpanzees, dolphins 
and elephants thinking, feeling and personality-driven 
beings, but many others are as well.

Similarly plants observe and respond to stimuli. 
They can sense, learn, remember and even react in ways 
that would be familiar to humans. Plants have all the 
same senses as humans, and then some. In addition to 

hearing and taste, 
for example, they 
can sense gravity, 
the presence of  wa-
ter, or even feel that 
an obstruction is 
in the way of  their 
roots, before coming 
into contact with it. 
Plant roots also shift 

direction to avoid 
upcoming obstacles.

One particularly 
dramatic experi-
ment showed that 
plants also have the 
ability to learn and 
remember based 
on their experience. 
Scientists used ferns 
that curl up their leaves when disturbed. The ferns 
were dropped a short distance and, at first, curled their 
leaves each time. After a few drops, however, the plants 
stopped curling their leaves when dropped – an intel-
ligent response to the experience that being dropped was 
not harmful. Not only did they change their responses 
based on experience, they remembered these experi-
ences weeks later when the experiment was repeated. 

As vegetarians, we can avoid meat-eating and even 
attempt to avoid animal products altogether. But we 
can’t live without using (and eating) intelligent life in the 
form of  plants. As a consequence, we can understand 
in a deeper way, Srila Prabhupada’s instruction that we 
should never eat unoffered food. Such unoffered items 
affect our consciousness not only when they are prepared 
by non-devotees, but simply because they also require 
the killing of  another entity for our own gratification.

Because Krishna mercifully allows us to make offer-
ings, we can follow His instructions and offer vegetarian 
items to Him. In this way, we purify the plants so we avoid 
the sinful reactions from killing them. In fact, it is im-

possible for us 
to exist in this 
world without 
harming other 
living entities. 
Only by sur-
rendering to 
Krishna and 
using every-
thing for His 
pleasure can 
we truly live a 
cruelty free life.
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The devotees from the tovp team are developing 
a project called FullDome. This project will be locat-
ed on a small piece of  land near Srila Prabhupada’s 
Samadhi.

Operation FullDome is a way to give any visit-
ing guest to Sri Dham Mayapur an opportunity to 
experience the most unique immersive spiritual ex-
perience in a spiritual town. The visitors will relax 
in comfort and watch high-quality presentations of  
professionally made FullDome films, using only top 

grade technology – the same technology that Disney, 
nasa, and many Fortune 500 companies use. This 
place will become the pivot point of  an interactive, 
educational, and spiritually riveting audio-visual 
experience. The proceeds from this project will go 
towards the tovp Exhibits.

The presentations are made in a way that’s 
appealing to all audiences, such as local residents, 
national and international pilgrims, tourists, and 
schools. The FullDome theater promises to be an 

exciting experience for tens of  
thousands of  pilgrims visiting 
Mayapur, the world headquar-
ters of  iskcon.

The development plan 
includes building at least two 
shops at the dome: a cafe and a 
souvenir shop. These will offer 
visitors and patrons comfort-
able gathering areas in a park-
like, garden atmosphere, which 
will have ample sheltered 
seating. The cafe will feature a 
fine selection of  snacks, herbal 
drinks, and specialty bever-
ages, pastries, and desserts.

TOVP Launches “FullDome Mayapur” Project
By Mayapur Communications, iskcon News, July 22, 2017
http://bit.ly/2vcaemf
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Continued on page 4

Fifty newcomers to Krishna consciousness chanting and dancing

Discussing karma, happiness and controlling the mind
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Newcomers Pack Out Panama Conscious 
Living Seminar
By Madhava Smullen, iskcon News, August 1, 2017
http://bit.ly/2vaZ6aZ

Fifty complete newcomers to Krishna con-
sciousness -- no devotees or Indian community, 
all local Panamanians -- packed out a recent 
seminar on “Conscious Living” at the Bhakti 
Yoga Center in Panama City recently.

Each participant happily shelled out $25 for 
the seminar, which was led by iskcon Houston 

heads of  outreach Advaita Chandra Das and his 
wife Kalasuddha Dasi.

Divided over two weekend days, the twelve-
hour seminar covered relatable topics like “The 
Pursuit of  Happiness,” “Mind: Friend or Foe?” 
“Karma and Destiny,” and “Reincarnation.”
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Making kachoris in a vegetarian cooking class

In “The Pursuit of  Happiness,” the pre-
senters emphasized the importance of  being 
inquisitive, and asking, “What is the purpose of  
life, and what should I do about it?” They also 
shared some wisdom from Vedic scriptures to 
help everyone better understand the inner self.

In “Mind: Friend or Foe,” they explained the 
nature of  the mind according to the Bhagavad-
gita, and taught techniques for controlling it.

“Karma and Destiny” was a particularly 
popular topic, with participants sharing their 
own near-death and out-of-body experiences, 
and overflowing with questions about how to 
stop the cycle of  karma.

The seminar also included a destressing 
guided meditation that incorporated the Hare 
Krishna mantra, a mridanga and kartals class, 
and an interactive kirtan with everyone chant-
ing and dancing blissfully. Participants were also 
delighted at the chance to learn how to cook 
kachoris in a vegetarian cooking class.

“Then we had a movie night with pop-
corn and herbal tea,” says Bhakti Yoga Center 
Director Syama Candra Das. “We showed 
selected scenes from The Matrix and discussed 
how Neo, the hero of  the movie, is inquisitive, 
and wants to know what the Matrix is all about. 
He approaches a ‘guru’ (Morpheus), who ex-
plains how the Matrix works, how to improve 
himself  and how to escape it.”

The seminar concluded with a presentation 
about Srila Prabhupada’s contribution to the 
world, and participants receiving certificates and 
sharing appreciations.

“People were deeply moved and grateful, 
and said they had learned a lot,” Syama Candra 
says. “They were so enthusiastic that when we 
started a Bhakti Vriksha program the following 
week, at least thirty people from the seminar 
began attending it. Again, these people are all 
completely new to Krishna consciousness. It’s 
exciting!”
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How Religious Literacy Can Save Lives
By Aamir Hussain, Religion News Services, June 26, 2017
http://bit.ly/2vcuMuB

While on clinical rotations, I helped treat 
a patient who seemed to be fainting every 
other day from hypoglycemia. Ms. K. had been 
diagnosed with diabetes over a year ago but 
had only started to have this problem recently. 
After learning more about her social history 
and background, I discovered that she was a 
practicing Muslim and was fasting because of  
the holy month of  Ramadan.
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As a Muslim medical student, I realized 
providers need to have a baseline familiarity 
with the practices of  various faith traditions.
Religious literacy enables doctors and nurses 
to better treat a diverse set of  patients. Often 
these needs can be overlooked when the nu-
ances of  faith traditions are not understood, or 
even considered.

Read more:
http://religionnews.com/2017/06/21/

how-religious-literacy-can-save-lives/

Australia: Vandals Pay Night Visit to 
Brisbane Temple
By Madhumangala Das, iskcon News, July 29, 2017
http://bit.ly/2ux46TE

Australia’s national news agency, the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation (abc) 
has reported vandalism at the Brisbane Hare 
Krishna temple. Visiting in the night, vandals 
spray painted walls and smashed a window 
before making off in the car they arrived in.

iskcon News spoke to temple president, 
Jaya Vijaya Dasa, who said he doesn’t think the 
devotees are being targeted. “It was a random 
act,” he said. “Nothing like this has happened 
before. Another religious group was attacked in 

the same week.” The abc has reported a pig’s 
head was found inside a bag with a swastika 
label outside the Islamic College of  Brisbane.

“The damage was minor,” Jaya Vijaya said. 
“It’s only outside on the front of  the building. It 
may have been worse if  they had come inside. “ 

Jaya Vijaya explained how the repairs 
became a community effort. “Eight devotees, 
myself, and two visitors got to work to replace 
the window and paint the wall. We acted im-
mediately, and now it’s looking better than 
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The vandalized window of  iskcon’s Brisbane Temple

before. The community was very happy with 
the quick turn around and the moving for-
ward confidently approach,” he said. 

Vraja Dham, manager of  Govinda’s 
Restaurant in Brisbane, said, “The vandal-
ism is quite unusual, I’ve seen nothing like 
this here in 20 years. It’s more than likely to 
be motivated by racism rather than any reli-
gious intolerance.” 

“The devotees are resilient,” Vraja Dham 
said. “They are not taking this too seriously. 
Of  course there will be more security mea-
sures at the temple.”

“There are some positive aspects to the 
story,” Vraja Dham said. “One of  the things 
that will come out of  this is incredible public-
ity, thousands nationwide will hear about the 

temple and the devotees. There may also be 
sympathy from the public authorities that we 
deal with.” 

Vraja said he also thought that the com-
munity would come closer together and be 
stronger because of  the incident. “Internal 
politics will seem less important after this,” 
he said.

The abc news service reported that 
vandals targeted the front-facing wall of  the 
temple where they spray painted the word 
“DIE,” and smashed a window, before run-
ning to their car. Police are investigating the 
incident.

The temple has been in its current loca-
tion for over 5 years. This Janmastami they 
are expecting around 2,000 visitors.

We would love to hear from you
Send your comments or questions to:
feedback@mukundagoswami.org
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
One day in late 1976, I was in London’s Victoria station awaiting a train that would take me to Gatwick 

Airport where I would catch a cheap flight to Los Angeles.
A tall bearded fellow approached me. He had seen my devotee attire and introduced himself  as Prabhupada’s 

disciple and iskcon devotee Badrasena dasa. He told me that he too would be flying to LA because his five-year 
life in Denmark, living on boats, and repairing and fitting them, had become humdrum.

He said that he’d known Jayananda Prabhu well and served with him in the past. Our train ride was filled with 
Jayananada katha. I informed him that Jayananda had terminal cancer and that he was living in an iskcon New 
Dvaraka apartment where we rented a hospital bed and wheelchair for him. It turned out we were on the same 
flight but didn’t sit together, but we had exchanged phone numbers.

That afternoon, when I told Jayananda that I had met Badrasena in England, he was eager to see and speak 
with him. In fact he insisted on this. He phoned him in Newport, about a 45-minute drive south of  Los Angeles, 
and within a few days we were off.

However the drive to Newport Beach proved too much for me. Freeway 405 at this point has five lanes in each 
direction, and the automobile exhaust made me too drowsy to drive. “I have to pull over and sleep for awhile,” 
I told Jayananda who was sitting in front next to me. “I’ll drive,” he said. I looked over at him disbelievingly. I 
thought to myself, “He’s weak and sick and can’t even walk, let alone drive a car.” But he insisted, so reluctantly I 
got out, moved to the passenger seat, and he drove the rest of  the way.

When we got to Newport it turned out that Badrasena had taken a job in a gas station, and his job was to 
pump gas. Jayananda got out of  the car and proceeded to speak with Badrasena for about an hour -- between 
cars.

I sat in the car and watched, amazed.
Jayananda Prabhu departed this world on May 1, 1977. In a letter dated May 5, 1977 Srila Prabhupada wrote 

to Jayananda, “I am sure that you were directly promoted to Krsna-loka.”
 

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


