
What Is Mercy?
By Radha devi dasi

It is no secret that the material world involves 
much suffering. Even those lucky few who manage to 
escape personal difficulties will see those around them 
experiencing the miseries of  material life. Much of  our 
suffering is self-inflicted. As individuals and as communi-
ties, we make choices that we know will have negative 
consequences. Devotees sometimes wonder why we are 
“punished” when we feel compelled to act in a particular 
way.

When we sit down for a meal, for example, we may 
consider tradition, individual preference and, if  we fol-
low a particular religious tradition, dietary restrictions. 
But there are also a host of  social, political, and environ-
mental consequences to our meals. The effects of  food 
choices are profound and include climate change, pres-
ervation of  endangered species along with air and water 
pollution and other economic and environmental costs.

In spite of  the profound consequences that go with 
our meals, however, most consumers choose food based 
on cost, convenience and taste. Global meat production 
has increased six-fold in the last 60 years despite the 
clear link between meat eating and global warming. It 
is well-known that diets based on animal products have 
extremely deleterious effects on our world. Our desire 
to enjoy eating, however, seems to erase these facts from 
our minds. Making the choice to engage in sinful activi-
ties has consequences. We often speak about the effect of  
sinful life on our spiritual development. But the choice to 
engage in meat eating, gambling, illicit sex or intoxication 

will bring 
more dif-
ficulties into 
an already 
difficult 
life. In the 
Bhagavad-
gita, Krishna 
explains that 
materially 
conditioned 
people are 
compelled to 
destructive 
behavior by 
lust result-
ing from 
contact with 
the mode 
of  passion. 
Why does 
a merciful 
God make 
us suffer for following desires that are born out of  our 
conditioned natures?

The suffering we experience is a manifestation of  
Krishna’s mercy. According to Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Sarasvati Thakur, Krishna has arranged “misery, pain, 
trouble and danger, not to make you suffer, but to teach 
you that all this misery is unnecessary.” In creating pain-
ful consequences for sinful acts, Krishna pushes us to-
ward a life in the mode of  goodness so that we are better 
situated to make spiritual advancement.

Srila Prabhupada advised us that the way to correct 
the flaws in human society is to preach the Bhagavatam 
principles. In this way, he said, people will automatically 
become spiritually clean, merciful and truthful. Not only 
will this diminish material suffering, but it will also help 
people to find the highest pleasure in reviving their dor-
mant love for God. While we can and should show em-
pathy to others and, as the Christian apostle Paul wrote, 
“mourn with those who mourn,” the best form of  mercy 
is that which renews our love for Krishna.
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The three modes of  nature (Bhagavad-gita Plate 34)
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And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. Luke 10:37
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Continued on page 3

A 10-minute video has been released 
about the prestigious iskcon50 Gala event that 
took place in September 2016 at the Hilton 
Presidential Ballroom, just three blocks from the 
White House in Washington, D.C.

Over 300 people attended the Gala event, 
seventy-five of  them special invitees including 
religious leaders, religious liberty experts, mem-
bers of  the media, government representatives 
and political leaders. 

Among them were U.S. Congresswoman 
from Hawaii Tulsi Gabbard, U.S. Congressman 
from Massachusetts Joseph Kennedy, Nepalese 
Ambassador to the U.S. Dr. Arjun Kumar Karki, 
Community Affairs Minister N. K. Mishra 
from the Indian Embassy, and Deputy Chief  
of  Mission Mahbub Hasan Saleh from the 
Embassy of  Bangladesh.

There were also three rabbis including one 
from one of  Washington D.C.’s most prominent 

synagogues; as 
well as the new 
chaplain of  
Hindu Life at 
Georgetown 
University, 
Brahmachari 
Vrajvihari, 
several 
Protestant 
ministers, and 
a representa-
tive from the 
American 
Jewish 
Committee.

Washington iskcon50 Gala Video Released
By: iskcon News Staff, iskcon News, May 12, 2017
http://bit.ly/2s9iT9h
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Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard leading Hare Krishna kirtan

Guests enter the ballroom
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Continued on page 4

The Temple of  the Vedic Planetarium 
(ToVP) team has announced the launch of  a new 
website, tovp360.org, which offers a virtual tour 
through the Temple of  the Vedic Planetarium, 
in Mayapur, India, one of  the largest temples in 
the world.

The virtual-reality panoramas in this site will 
show every nook and corner of  the magnificent 
temple. From twenty-four different places, peo-
ple can see all around and look both above and 

below to get a feel of  this sacred space. There 
are even 360° bird’s-eye views from above the 
temple that show the whole Mayapur Project.

All of  the viewpoints are interlinked and 
connected so that visitors to the site can navigate 
from one to the next with a single click. They 
work together seamlessly to give a complete 
picture of  this massive temple’s construction, its 
vast scale and impressive architectural details. 

The short video summarizes the high-
lights of  the event, including parts of  speeches 
by dignitaries and special guests honoring 
the founder of  the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada’s achievements and con-
tributions; as well as the culmination of  the 
Gala — Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard lead-
ing Hare Krishna kirtan. 

A video was commissioned by iskcon 
Communications, photographed by Krishna 
Shakti Sanchez, directed and edited by 
Krisztina Danka (Krishna-lila dasi) and pro-
duced by Karuna Productions. 

***Watch the video below***
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ToVP Launches Virtual-reality Panorama Site
By iskcon News Staff, iskcon News, May 11, 2017
http://bit.ly/2sfseNU

Father Lefebure appreciating iskcon’s contribution

hh
ttp

:/
/b

it.
ly/

2s
9i

T9
h

iskcon50 Gala, Washington D.C. from Karuna Productions on Vimeo
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It was the clearest signal 
yet: Barack Obama intends to 
make food policy matters one of  
his core issues as he wades into 
retirement.

During an appearance at the 
Global Food Innovation Summit 
in Milan, Italy, the former U.S. 
president sat down with his friend 
and former White House food 
policy czar Sam Kass to discuss 
the role food production plays 
in climate change. In addressing 
food-related issues, Obama is tak-
ing a page out of  his wife’s book. 
Former U.S. first lady Michelle Barack Obama

Barack Obama Says Fighting Climate 
Change Means Reforming Food—and 
Cutting Back on Steak
By Chase Purdy, qz.com, May 11, 2017
http://bit.ly/2t72kIn

Thakur Saranga das and Sarvasukha das 
have been instrumental in creating this website 
by engaging their skills of  photography, pan-
oramic imaging and web design in the service 
of  devotees all around the world to give them a 
complete, immersive experience of  visiting the 
ToVP. Their wish is that devotees and donors 

will feel connected with the project and can see 
how their valuable contributions are being used 
in Krishna’s service.

Thakur Saranga das has moved to Mayapur 
from New Zealand and plans to keep the site 
updated as the temple construction progresses. 

The view from the ToVP dome looking south across the river Ganges towards Navadvip
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Obama made school meals and healthy eating 
priorities during her time in the White House. 
Now it appears the powerful couple intend to 
continue actively discussing food choices and 

their impact on the planet as they begin their 
lives as private citizens.

Read more: https://qz.com/980383/
barack-obama-speaks-on-food-agriculture-
climate-change-and-the-politics-of-eating-at-
global-summit/
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The yellow and orange bars on the graph illustrate the greenhouse gas emissions differences involved in different types of  food production and 
related land use changes

https://qz.com/980383/barack-obama-speaks-on-food-agriculture-climate-change-and-the-politics-of-eating-at-global-summit/
https://qz.com/980383/barack-obama-speaks-on-food-agriculture-climate-change-and-the-politics-of-eating-at-global-summit/
https://qz.com/980383/barack-obama-speaks-on-food-agriculture-climate-change-and-the-politics-of-eating-at-global-summit/
https://qz.com/980383/barack-obama-speaks-on-food-agriculture-climate-change-and-the-politics-of-eating-at-global-summit/
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Russia’s Supreme Court ruled on 
Thursday that Jehovah’s Witnesses were an 
“extremist” organization and must disband 
and hand over all property to the state, local 
media said. The religious group confirmed 
the ruling about its “liquidation” in Russia.

“We are greatly disappointed by this de-
velopment and deeply concerned about how 
this will affect our religious activity,” Yaroslav 
Sivulskiy, a spokesman for Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Russia, said in emailed comments. 

“We will appeal this decision, and we 
hope that our legal rights and protections as a 
peaceful religious group will be fully restored 
as soon as possible.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia have thirty 
days to submit their appeal for consideration 
by a three-person panel.

Read more: http://www.reuters.com/
article/us-russia-religion-jehovah-s-idUSK-
BN17M1ZT

Russian Court Bans Jehovah’s Witnesses As 
Extremist
By Staff Writer, Reuters.com, April 21, 2017
http://bit.ly/2s9CI0t

The ban would have an impact on all of  its 2,277 religious groups in Russia, where it says it has 
175,000 followers

http://http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-religion-jehovah-s-idUSKBN17M1ZT
http://http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-religion-jehovah-s-idUSKBN17M1ZT
http://http://www.reuters.com/article/us-russia-religion-jehovah-s-idUSKBN17M1ZT
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Personal 
           Message...

Dear Friends,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 

[continued from the May edition of  Spiritual Perspectives…]

Yet in their journals and private discussions, the same scientists admit that their theory has grave, sometimes 
insuperable difficulties. For example, certain features of  the DNA coding mechanism cast serious doubt upon 
the substance of  evolutionary thought. The noted biologist W. H. Thorpe writes, “Thus we may be faced with a 
possibility that life, like the origin of  the universe, becomes an impenetrable barrier to science, and a block which 
resists all attempts to reduce biology to chemistry and physics.” The highly committed biologist Jacques Monod 
has pointed out these same difficulties. Theodisius Dobhzansky, another prominent advocate of  evolution, can 
only agree: “Our scientific knowledge is, of  course, quite insufficient to give anything like scientific accounts of  
these transitions [from no life to life, from no mind to mind]. Biologists, as different in their views as W. H. Thorpe 
and Jacques Monod, agree that the origin of  life is a difficult and thus far an intractable and unsolved problem. 
I concur.” Dobzhansky goes on to call the origin of  life “miraculous.” These admissions by Dobzhansky, Monod 
and Thorpe are by no means unique. Yet in popular presentations and in textbooks one finds little hint of  such 
widespread doubt.

Nobel prize-winning physicist Eugene Wigner has shown that the probability of  the existence of  a self-dupli-
cating unit is zero. Since the ability to reproduce is one of  the fundamental characteristic of  all living organisms, 
Wigner concludes that our present understanding of  physics and chemistry does not enable us to explain the 
phenomenon of  life. Herbert Yockey has demonstrated by information theory that even a single informational 
molecule such as cytochrome c (what to speak of  complex organisms) could not have arisen by chance in the 
estimated lifetime of  the earth: “One must conclude that, contrary to the established and current wisdom, a 
scenario describing the genesis of  life on earth by chance and natural causes which can be accepted on the basis 
of  fact and not faith has not been written.”

[to be continued…]

Your well-wisher,

Mukunda Goswami


