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More Info/Less Knowledge
By Radha Devi Dasi

One significant difference between a material and 
spiritual world view lies in our understanding of  the 
source of  knowledge. For a spiritualist, knowledge is 
something realized. It is passed from teacher to student 
or from the Supreme to the individual. Such transmis-
sion requires a meaningful relationship between the 
giver and the receiver.

The materialist point of  view is that knowledge is 
something we collect for ourselves. The more informa-
tion we have, the more we know. Decision making based 
on research and factual analysis ought to yield good re-
sults, we believe. In fact, the opposite is true, especially in 
the internet age. Aside from our own limited senses, we 
now contend with actual false information widely and 
intentionally circulated as truth. Facebook, for example, 
faced withering criticism in the US for allowing fake 
news to spread during the 2016 presidential election. 
Now, the social network has come under similar scrutiny 
in Germany, amid concerns that widespread disinforma-
tion campaigns could impact upcoming elections.

We assume that, if  someone doesn’t know something, 
we can fill that gap with information. But ignorance also 
comes from people literally suppressing the truth or 
drowning it out. In some ways, what was celebrated as 

an information revolution has become a disinformation 
revolution. Thus, people become less and less inclined 
to make decisions based on information, which after all, 
cannot be trusted. Opinions and decisions rest more and 
more on pre-existing world views and information from 
trusted friends and relations.

This understanding ought to affect our approach to 
sharing Krishna consciousness with others. Simply shar-
ing information will have a limited effect on convincing 
others to give bhakti-yoga a try. The best book distributors 
have always known that a personal connection is needed.

Award winning book distributor and former hip-hop 
artist, Jaya Chaitanya dasa, recently shared book distri-
bution tips with iskcon News. In distributing over 85,000 
of  Srila Prabhupada’s books last year he used innovative 
methods such as prominent signs and curated book sets. 
Most important, however, is genuinely caring for people. 
According to Jaya Caitanya, “It’s not so much the sales 
techniques as it is the kindness of  the book distributor 
that really sells the books.” 

If  we want to share God consciousness with others, 
we have to build personal connections. Rather than add-
ing to the noise of  the modern age with a stream of  facts 
about the material energy or the nature of  the soul, we 
have to make that information accessible by presenting 
it with love.
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Jaya Chaitanya distributes carefully curated sets of  books
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“Now our PhDs must collaborate and study 
the 5th Canto to make a model for building the 
Vedic Planetarium” proved a mandate from Srila 
Prabhupada that entered deep into the heart of  his 
disciple Sadaputa dasa, in 1976. Having received 
his PhD in Mathematics from Cornell University 
just two years prior, Richard L. Thompson would 
soon be inducted as one of  the founding mem-
bers of  Prabhupada’s Bhaktivedanta Institute. 

In that capacity, he devoted over 30 years 
researching Vedic perspectives on cosmology 
and the natural world, producing 9 books on 
these and a variety of  subjects while draw-
ing upon both his scientific mathematical 
background, and devotional experience with 
Gaudiya Vaisnavism.

So when the Richard L. Thompson 
Archives decided to 
get Sadaputa’s books 
back into print a year 
ago, Yamaraja and 
Sthita-dhi-muni felt 
inspired to start with 
his principle work on 
cosmology, Mysteries 
of  the Sacred Universe: 
The Cosmology of  the 
Bhagavata Purana 
(2000), considered by 
many his magnum 
opus. Dr. Subash Kak, 
Computer Science 
Professor at Louisiana 
State University, 

noted that “Thompson presents 
a compelling case showing that 
Puranic cosmology was intended to 
have multiple meanings that span 
the terrestrial, astronomical, and 
spiritual planes.”

Once this first reprint became 
available, two more followed in 
rapid succession. God and Science 
(2004), a collection of  the best of  
Sadaputa’s 40 BTG articles, be-
came the next. In his foreword to 
the book, Dr. Sheldon R. Isenberg, 
former chair of  the Department 
of  Religion at the University of  

Florida, described: “Thompson’s erudition, the 
elegance of  his prose, and his deep understand-
ing of  traditional and contemporary science give 
a different kind of  credibility to the knowledge 
and wisdom of  our intellectual and spiritual an-
cestors, east and west, which they encoded into 
their legends, myths, and rituals. One begins to 
suspect that we have forgotten at least as much as 
we’ve discovered.”

The third book reprinted was Maya: The 
World as Virtual Reality (2003), in which “virtual 
reality” is used as a metaphor to illustrate our 

Sadaputa’s Books Are Back in Print
By Prishni Dasi, Richard L. Thompson Archives, iskcon News, January 29, 2017
http://bit.ly/2l9dd8A
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The cover art of  Sadaputa’s book Parallels

Richard L. Thompson
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Bhagavad-gita Distributed to Top US  
Political Leaders
By Nandini Kishori Dasi, iskcon News, January 27, 2017
http://bit.ly/2kdmcIg

Continued on page 4

2016 was a significant year for Indian 
Americans in politics. Five Indian Americans, a 
record number, were elected to U.S. Congress. 
To celebrate the milestone, fellow members of  
Congress, dignitaries and supporters, includ-
ing iskcon, gathered at the Indiaspora Gala on 
January 3rd in Washington, D.C. 

The bipartisan event highlighted the in-
creasing significance of  the Indian-American 
community in the country’s political land-
scape. It also welcomed members of  the new 
administration and allowed new and current 
members to build relationships and strength-
en ties. 

Congressman Joseph Crowley, a former 
Co-Chair of  the Congressional Caucus on India 
and Indian Americans, said in his address to 
the 500 attendees that this kind of  success is 
“phenomenal.” Congressman Ami Bera, a third-
time elected Indian American, added later, 
“What is remarkable is that in one generation 
our community has done so much.” 

Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard, the 
first Hindu ever elected to Congress, had the 
honor of  lighting the first candle at the gala. 
Congresswoman Gabbard was the first person 
to take the oath of  office on a Bhagavad-gita back 
in January 2009. Following in her footsteps, 
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present situation as conscious beings experienc-
ing conditional life.

Next they republished Sadaputa’s popular 
work, Alien Identities (1993), using the author’s 
original working title, Parallels: Ancient Insights into 
Modern UFO Phenomena. Yamaraja, who crafted 
most of  Sadaputa’s original book covers and lay-
outs, designed the new cover to reflect Sadaputa’s 
initial intention to appeal to an audience beyond 
the ufology genre. As Hinduism Today noted in 
their review: “Parallels is a mind stretcher that 
goes as far as the evidence can allow for UFO-
type phenomena in ancient India.” 

Yamaraja and Sthita-dhi-muni have now 
begun working on Sadaputa’s pioneering cos-
mological work, Vedic Cosmography and Astronomy 
(1990), and anticipate having it ready within a few 

months. Mechanistic and Nonmechanistic Science will 
take more time since it was originally produced 
prior to desktop publishing. As a result, Richard 
L. Thompson Archives have nothing digital, text 
or layout, to work with, and they need to redo the 
entire project from scratch. Once volunteers be-
come available to assist typing the basic text into 
a word document format, they hope to produce 
this volume in a new digital layout by the end of  
the year. (If  interested, please contact: rltompso-
narchives@gmail.com.)

 * * *
For ordering Sadaputa’s new books, please 

visit the Richard L. Thompson Amazon 
Author’s Page at: https://www.amazon.com/
Richard-L.-Thompson/e/B000APL4BY 
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Wikipedia Features Srila Prabhupada and the 
50th Anniversary of Mantra-Rock Dance on its 
Main Page
By Madana-mohan das, www.dandavats.com, January 29, 2017
http://bit.ly/2jLUlAh

Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal took her oath 
on the Gita on January 3rd as she became the 
first Indian American woman elected to the U.S. 
House of  Representatives. Congressman Raja 
Krishnamoorthi from Illinois also took his oath 
on the Gita on January 3rd.

Congresswoman Gabbard’s apprecia-
tion for the Bhagavad-gita is well-known. At the 
International Gita Conference in 2015, she 
glorified Srila Prabhupada as the author of  
the most widely-distributed edition of  the Gita, 
the Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and appreciated Srila 
Prabhupada’s significant contributions to the 
understanding of  the Gita’s universal message. 

iskcon’s presence at the Indiaspora Gala 
served as a reminder of  the values and guiding 
principles found in the Bhagavad-gita that are at 
the root of  Indian American culture and that 
have helped shape many of  the leaders now in 

top positions in the U.S. government. Several 
political leaders and dignitaries received the 
Bhagavad-gita as a gift that evening, including 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, U.S. Surgeon 
General Dr. Vivek Murthy, and His Excellency 
Navtej Sarna, the Indian Ambassador to the 
U.S.

“The hope is that these leaders can use some 
of  the pearls of  wisdom found in the Gita to help 
guide them through the tough decisions they 
will most certainly face in office,” said Anuttama 
Dasa, GBC for Washington, D.C.

The Bhagavad-gita confirms this hope 
(18.78): “Wherever there is Krishna, the master 
of  all mystics, and wherever there is Arjuna, 
the supreme archer, there will also certainly 
be opulence, victory, extraordinary power, and 
morality.”
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Right: The Mantra-Rock Dance poster by Harvey W. 
Cohen (created December 1966)
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On January 29, Wikipedia made a tribute to 
iskcon50 by featuring a prominent reference to 
the 50th anniversary of  the Mantra-Rock Dance, 
complete with an image of  the famous promo-
tional poster with Srila Prabhupada, under its 
“On This Day” section on the Main Page:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 
with links to Srila Prabhupada’s and the Mantra-
Rock Dance’s full articles.

The feature stayed on the Main Page for 24 
hours until midnight (UTC).

The Main Page is viewed by up to 30 mil-
lion visitors a day.

The Mantra-Rock Dance took place on 
January 29, 1967 in San Francisco and be-
came Srila Prabhupada’s first major preaching 
event on the West Coast of  the United States. 
It was organized by then Mukunda Dasa, 
Shyamasundara Dasa and Malati Dasi and 
featured some of  the iconic rock groups and 
countercultural figures of  the time.

iskcon Govardhan Eco Village Wins 
Prestigious unwto Award in Tourism
By Yudhisthir Govinda Das, www.dandavats.com, January 27, 2017
http://bit.ly/2k7NZY0

The unwto awards are recognized as one 
of  the world’s most coveted awards in the 
global tourism sector. The 13th edition of  this 
award saw 139 applications from 55 countries.

Govardhan Eco Village, spread over 70 
acres in Wada near Mumbai, is the first Indian 
ngo to win a unwto Award. It was recognized 

New Delhi – January 21, 2017: iskcon 
Govardhan Eco Village (gev) won a prestigious 
United Nations World Tourism Organization 
(unwto) Award for India on January 18th in 
Madrid, leading over 55 countries in the cat-
egory of  ‘Innovation in Non-Governmental 
Organizations.’

Continued on page 6
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for its groundbreaking work in using eco-
tourism to reduce poverty and provide 
sustainable livelihoods in one of  the most 
backward tribal regions of  India. 

“The unwto Awards reflect the efforts 
done worldwide by the tourism community 
to foster innovation and the need of  the sec-
tor to advance towards a more sustainable 
and responsible future,” said Taleb Rifai, 
unwto Secretary-General. He confirmed 
that this year’s award had a special mean-
ing as the UN was celebrating 2017 as the 
‘International Year of  Sustainable Tourism 
for Development.’

While expressing gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and the Ministry 
of  Tourism for supporting rural tourism, 
Gauranga Das, President of  Govardhan 
Eco Village said, “It was an honor to rep-
resent the people of  India at the United 
Nations, and win this award for our country. 
We are grateful to unwto for spreading the 
message of  sustainability on a larger scale.”

He expressed his gratitude to His 
Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, Founder 
of  iskcon, Radhanath Swami, Founder of  
Govardhan Eco Village and to the entire 
community of  iskcon. “We hope to utilize 
this honor to spread the message of  peace, 
harmony and sustainability to benefit those 

who are the most deprived and need our help 
the most,” he added. 

Govardhan Eco Village has earlier won 
several international and national Awards 
including the International Green World 
Award in South Korea, International Zero 
Waste Award in the United Kingdom 
(UK), International Built Environment 
Award in UK, Aqua Excellence Award for 
Sustainability initiatives in Social Sector, 
and the Skoch Renaissance and Platinum 
Award for Water Conservation.

Notes
The unwto has 157 countries as its 

member-states besides 6 associate members 
and over 500 affiliate members who repre-
sent the private sector, educational institu-
tions, tourism associations and local tourism 
authorities.

Govardhan Eco Village is a model farm 
community and retreat center highlighting 
the need for us to live in harmony with our-
selves, nature and the sacred. It is a compre-
hensive model of  sustainable, equitable, ex-
pansive and inclusive earth-honoring village 
community life, based on traditional Indic 
practices and ideals, carefully and mindfully 
responding to the reality of  our changing 
planetary spaces.

New Delhi – iskcon Govardhan Eco Village wins prestigious United Nations 
World Tourism Organization Award
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Personal 
           Message...

 
Dear Friends,

 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
In 1985 or thereabouts I visited, with a group of  devotees, a Catholic high school, called Mary-Mother-of-the-

Sea, in San Pedro, California, just south of  Los Angeles. We had been invited to present Krishna consciousness to 
a group of  students.

The presentation was made to a class of  18-year-olds, mostly high school seniors. Approximately 30 students 
and six adults (two priests and four nuns) attended. We started out with a short kirtana with tamboura, karatalas, 
and mrdanga. We then proceeded with a basic presentation of  the Krishna consciousness philosophy. I did most 
of  the talking.

All in attendance were exceptionally quiet and unusually attentive. A few asked questions after the talk.
At the end of  our one-hour “class,” one of  the priests, a man of  about 26 years of  age, who was seated at the 

rear of  the classroom, invited us to his personal quarters, saying he wanted to discuss an issue with us.
When we sat with him in his office, he proceeded to tell us something that had been troubling him.
He told us that he held confessions each weekend and that he was disappointed in seeing that many of  

the confessors reappeared on successive weekends, confessing to the same sins they had committed during 
previous confessions. He wanted our perceptions on this situation.

Taking this as a cue for preaching the Krishna consciousness philosophy to a person of  a different faith 
confession, we did our best to explain that the process of  atonement would not eradicate the desire to commit 
sin, citing the teachings of  Srila Prabhupada in the discussion of  Maharaja Pariksit and Sukadeva Gosvami at 
the beginning of  the sixth canto of  the Srimad Bhagavatam. In this section of  the Srimad Bhagavatam, atonement 
is compared to burning small plants whose roots would remain and cause the plants to regrow when optimal 
conditions (like rainfall and sunshine) would prevail. 

The young priest seemed satisfied with our answer and proceeded to give us a sealed envelope just before 
we left his chambers.

On the drive back to New Dvaraka (the Los Angeles temple), about a 40-minute journey, we decided to open 
the envelope. In it was a 50-dollar bill and no note.

We deduced that the priest had made this donation from his own pocket because he liked our explanation of  
prayascitta, and that this theological explanation had solved his dilemma.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami


