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It is no secret 
that many of the 
world’s practic-
ing Catholics 
disagree with es-
tablished church 
teachings on 
social issues such 
as divorce, con-
traception and 
the ordination of 
women. A recent 
poll showed deep 
divisions be-
tween Catholics 
in the West and 
those in Asia and 
Africa. As mem-
bers of iskcon, 
we may have a lot 
to learn from the 
Catholic struggle to find “unity in diversity.”

According to a global poll commissioned by the U.S. 
Spanish-language network, Univision, most Catholics 
worldwide disagree with church teachings on divorce, 
abortion and contraception and are split on whether wom-
en and married men should become priests. On the topic 
of gay marriage, two-thirds of Catholics polled agree with 
church leaders. Overall, however, the poll of more than 
12,000 Catholics in 12 countries reveals a church dramati-
cally divided between the developing world in Africa and 
Asia, which hews closely to doctrine on these issues, and 
Western countries in Europe, North America and parts 
of Latin America, which strongly support practices that 
are immoral under Catholic doctrine. In the wake of the 
Univision poll, newly elected Pope Francis has called for 
his Bishops to conduct further surveys of their members 
on topics such as cohabitation, same sex parenting, and 
contraception.

Naturally, some Catholics are troubled by the percep-
tion that church doctrine might be subject to a democratic 
process – that the word of God could be overruled by ma-
jority vote. Others, however, see this type of investigation 
as a first step in a deeper dialogue between the church and 
its members. One theologian described this process as the 

Unity in Diversity
by Radha devi dasi

church “going out 
into the world 
and encountering 
the world as it is, 
not expecting the 
world to come to 
it.” Other faiths 
have seen many 
fissures over simi-
lar questions about 
doctrine, includ-
ing Protestant de-
nominations and 
Judaism. When 
those disagree-
ments remain 
unaddressed, they 
can lead to schism 
and break away 
groups who start 
their own religious 

institutions. In our own institution, iskcon, there have 
always been those who want to silence dissenting voices. 
While our GBC members address disputed issues such as 
the role of women gurus through careful study and discus-
sion, some regional leaders may silence discussion on the 
issue. A more mature view is that robust dialogue will help 
us understand Krishna consciousness on a deeper level. It is 
equally important to understand that if we do not address 
the areas where devotees disagree with the established in-
stitutional position, we run the risk of becoming irrelevant 
to our members.
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Certificate of Appreciation
By Dhananjaya Krishna Das, www.dandavats.com, February 10, 2014
http://bit.ly/1prb71C

Chief Minister of Haryana, in a glittering cer-
emony, awarded iskcon Food Relief Foundation 
a “Certificate of Appreciation.” The state govern-
ment’s highest decoration was conferred on iskcon 
for the selfless work done by the foundation in 
partnership with the state government.

In an impressive turnout, thousands of teachers 
from all the 21 districts in the state of Haryana ap-
plauded the various partners of the State Education 
Department. The prestigious Michael & Susan 
Dell Foundation and Bharati (Airtel) Foundation 
were also honored in the area of teacher training.

The stage announcer appreciated the mission-
ary spirit of the iskcon Food Relief Foundation, 
the zeal maintained while feeding 350,000 meals 
everyday under trying circumstances, subsidising 
the meals through corporate donations, world class 
technology, flood-relief participation and text book 
distribution.

I herewith attach the certificate for your kind 
perusal. Your blessings are important for taking the 
program to glorious heights and we are more than 
grateful to always have your support and encour-
agement. The state government participation justi-
fies the following quotation from Srila Prabhupada: 
“The Krishna consciousness movement is based on 
this principle: chant the Hare Krishna mantra at 

every moment, as much as possible, both inside and 
outside of the temples, and, as far as possible, dis-
tribute prasada. This process can be accelerated with 
the cooperation of state administrators and those 
who are producing the country’s wealth. Simply by 
liberal distribution of prasada and sankirtan, the 
whole world can become peaceful and prosperous.” 
(SB 4.12.10)

Continued on page 3

4 Myths about Prayer: Pathway to More 
Meaningful Praying
By Steve McSwain, Huffington Post, February 10, 2014
http://huff.to/1c6nIE6

Recently, I pulled up to my local bank drive-
through, opened the “pneumatic tube carrier,” as 
it is known, placed inside the container my bank 
transaction, and pressed the “send” button.

The little elevator doors closed and I watched 
as the container began ascending the tube. First, 
slowly, and then it began to pick up speed. All of 
a sudden, however, instead of increasing in speed, 
it began to slow to a stop and there it remained 
suspended, as it were, at least for a few sections 
anyway, between the teller behind the glass and 
me.

Finally, the suction gave out and the container 
dropped back down the shoot, hitting with a thud, 
and the doors reopened.
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“What was that?” I asked.
The teller smiled and said, as if she anticipated 

it, “Oh, it does it often. Just hit the “send” button 
again and it should work this time.”

I did.
But it didn’t.
In fact, I made repeated attempts and only 

after about the seventh try did my transaction 
reach the teller.

She processed my transaction and then said, 
“Will that be all?” I nodded and drove away. As I 
did, I thought to myself, “I’ve just witnessed a real 
life example of what prayer must be like for many 
people. The analogies are all too apparent. Isn’t it 
true, for example, many people say their prayers 
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with the same sort of bewilderment, even frustra-
tion, that I felt with the pneumatic tube carrier?”

I think so.
Furthermore, I think this is because, what 

many people have been taught to believe about 
prayer is just plain wrong. Here are four myths 
about prayer and what you need to know that 
could actually help you discover prayer to be a 
more meaningful and productive exercise.

Myth # 1: Prayers are requests we offer down 
here to God up there. 

For many people, God is like a cosmic teller 
somewhere in the heavens and their prayers are the 
little requests they offer up to him in hopes they’ll 
actually make it. For many, prayer is like a bank 
transaction at a celestial drive-through. The be-
lieving person offers up his prayer like a customer 
trying to send a bank deposit to the grand teller 
behind the glass. All the while, feeling helpless at 
whether the prayer had just the right amount of 
“Oomph” so that it could actually reach God.

Remember this, my friend.
God is not “out there somewhere” in the heav-

ens. Admittedly, the people times past believed in 
a kind of three-storied universe -- the surface of 
the earth on which they lived, the atmosphere 
above them with its many clouds and, just beyond 
the clouds, there was heaven, the abode of God 
or Gods.

Though many believed this for centuries, even 
a school child today knows differently. Not only is 
heaven not above the clouds, one cannot be sure 
where heaven could possibly be at all. As a mat-
ter of fact, just trying to comprehend the infinity 
of space can leave one wondering not only where 
God is but if God is.

Here’s what I would suggest: Stop thinking of 
God as “out there,” but think of Him as “in here” 
instead. 

“In where?” you ask.
Inside yourself.
In other words, stop thinking of yourself as 

separate from God. There is no truth in believing 
God is a Cosmic Teller located somewhere in the 
heavens to whom you offer your prayers in hopes 
they’ll actually reach him. Prayer is a conversation 
with you. That’s right. It is a talk you have with 
yourself, as one in union with the Father (read 
John 17).

By the way, “a talk with oneself ” only feels 
weird if, instead of feeling at one with God, you 
still think of yourself as separate from God. Let go 
of the separation mentality. It’s a myth.

Myth #2: The more prayers you offer, the 
more likely the response.

I must have hit the “send” button a half dozen 
times before the container finally reached the 
teller.

Many mistakenly believe the more times they 
offer a request unto God, the better their chances 
of getting the prayer answered. These same people 
tend to also believe, the more people they can enlist 
to pray with them about a particular concern, the 
less chance there is that God will mistakenly over-
look their need. It’s as if they believe, if one fire-
cracker can make a loud bang, setting off a whole 
pack at one time is sure to get God’s attention.

How often have you heard sincere but mis-
guided people say, “I need lots of prayers.”

Whenever I hear that, I want to respond, 
“What for?”

Do many prayers make the need of the one 
appear more valid?

Are prayers mere tokens dropped in a celes-
tial slot machine? The more tokens you drop, the 
greater your chances of winning?

Does it take lots of prayers to overcome lots of 
reluctance on God’s part to answer them?

In every instance, the answer is “no!” These 
are all myths. Jesus said, “Do not recite the same 
prayer over and over like some do who think 
prayers are answered only by repeating them 
again and again. Remember, your Father knows 
exactly what you need even before you ask him.” 
(Matthew 6:7-8)

Myth #3: Those who believe the most get the 
most. 

Some believing people mistakenly think 
that the stronger their faith, the more likely their 
prayers will be answered. Which means, if it feels 

Man praying in Varanasi, India 
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‘Religious Understandings Of Science’ 
Study Reveals Surprising Statistics
By Huffington Post, February 19, 2014
http://huff.to/1mtb7PM

Continued on page 5

The American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) recently re-
leased a large-scale study on the “Religious 
Understandings of Science,” and it’s findings 
might surprise you.

The survey of 10,241 respondents investi-
gated views on religion, science and faith and took 
particular interest in the responses from evan-
gelicals and people working in the sciences. Elaine 
Howard Ecklund, Rice University professor and 

across the street and another just a few blocks up 
the street. I am neither naïve nor so arrogant as 
to suggest the other banks are merely replicas of a 
bank, built only to look like banks when actually 
they are something else altogether. Oh, I suppose I 
could make such silly claims but who’s to say their 
customers are not just as convinced that it is my 
bank that’s actually the phony one?

Some Christians mistakenly think they alone 
hold the keys to the vault of heaven. But this, too, 
is a myth.

God has many banks as well as religions or 
spiritual traditions. They’re known by many dif-
ferent names. All are legitimate. Only the naïve, 
even the arrogant, would suggest God hears only 
their prayers.

I have always loved the way the Catholic nun, 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, put it, when she said: 
“I love all religions; but I’m IN LOVE with my 
own.”

That’s the proper spirit, my friends. That’s 
genuine humility at work. It is the kind of attitude 
that will make prayer more meaningful to you 
even as it makes room for all other prayers.

And all other people, too.

your prayers are getting no where — like the con-
tainer straining to reach the teller — it can only 
mean one thing — your faith isn’t strong enough.

That’s a myth, my friend.
Yet, surprisingly, many believe it. Their belief 

is based on a misreading of Jesus who said, “And, 
when you pray, believing, you will receive.” (Mark 
11:24) “Believing” is objectified, as it were, into a 
kind of “belief ” system. Further, it is quantified. 
In other words, if your prayers are not being an-
swered, either your “beliefs” are incorrect or your 
“believing” is insufficient.

Both are myths.
There is no proper “belief ” to which you 

must subscribe before God will hear your prayers. 
Furthermore, there is no minimum amount of 
faith you must acquire in order to deserve divine 
attention. God is not a gasoline tank into which 
you pump the fuel of faith and, after having 
reached the proper limit, the pistons fire and the 
answers flow.

Let go of all such thinking. Instead, think of 
“believing” as “trusting.” Offer your prayers but 
make “trusting” your practice. It won’t be easy, 
I admit. Which is why trusting is a necessary 
practice.

Praying to God may take no effort but trust-
ing God will take a lifetime of practice.

Myth #4: God hears all prayers but only an-
swers a Christian prayer.

I have one particular bank that I go to and I 
have for as long as I can remember. In fact, it is 
the same bank my parents used and in which I 
opened my first checking account when I was but 
a teenager.

Now that I am an adult, I know my bank 
is not the only bank. There is another bank just 
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Buddhist prayer wheel 

lead researcher on the study, was particularly in-
terested to investigate how religion and science 
can  —  and do — coexist in the modern world.

Ecklund conducted a similar study sev-
eral years ago in which she surveyed nearly 1,700 
natural and social scientists on their views about 
religion, spirituality and ethics. From her findings, 
Ecklund noted a particularly surprising trend: 
There are actually quite a few spiritual scientists 
out there.
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Many atheist and agnostic scientists think key 
mysteries about the world can be best understood 
spiritually, and some attend houses of worship, 
completely comfortable with religion as moral 
training for their children and an alternative form 
of community.

Professor Ecklund refers to this as “secret 
spirituality,” or a reluctance to discuss spiritual 
ideas with colleagues. Some said they worried that 
doing so would cause others to question the va-
lidity of their scientific work. The same thing can 
happen for religious scientists, Ecklund said, who 
find themselves practicing a “secret science” in the 
pews, hesitant to bring up scientific ideas.

Ecklund’s earlier findings, which she outlined 
in her book “Science vs. Religion: What Scientists 
Really Think,” include:

1. Nearly 50% of scientists identify with a 
religious label.
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2. 14% of scientists have some doubts, but 
believe in God.

3. 9% of scientists have no doubt of God’s 
existence.

4. 14% of elite scientists are Mainline 
Protestant.

5. 16% of elite scientists are Jewish.
6. Roughly one-fifth of the atheist scientists 

Ecklund spoke with say they consider themselves 
“spiritual atheists.”

The newer “Religious Understandings of 
Science” study was presented on February 16 at 
the annual AAAS conference and revealed insights 
into what religious Americans think about sci-
ence. The findings include:

1. Nearly 50% of evangelicals believe that sci-
ence and religion can work together and support 
one another.

2. 72% of evangelical scientists, and 48% of 
all evangelicals, see opportunities for col-
laboration between scientific and religious 
worldviews.

3. 20% of the general population think 
most religious people are hostile to science.

4. 22% of the general population thinks 
scientists are hostile to religion.

5. 27% of Americans feel that science 
and religion are in conflict.

6. Of those who feel science and religion 
are in conflict, 52% sided with religion.

7. Nearly 60% of evangelical Protestants 
and 38% of all surveyed believe “scientists 
should be open to considering miracles in 
their theories or explanations.”

$1.9M Grant Supports Lerner’s Study of 
Moral Development Among Youths
by Jamshid Ghazi Askar, Deseret News, October 1, 2013
http://bit.ly/18MkJfs

Lynch School of Education Professor 
Jacqueline Lerner has received a $1.9 million grant 
from the John Templeton Foundation for a three-
year study focused on the moral development of 
children and teens.

The study builds on Lerner’s prior research 
into child and adolescent character and positive 
development. This time, she is particularly inter-
ested in the significance of self-control, or inten-
tional self-regulation, and the importance of adult 
role models in the virtuous behavior of youth.

“We know that young people generally know 
the difference between right and wrong,” said 
Lerner, a professor of counseling, developmental, 

and educational psychology. “But what promotes 
the ability to actually do the right thing?”

Titled “Doing the Right Thing: Intentional 
Self-Regulation and the Promotion of Character 
Development,” the project will assess 900 students 
in the fifth, seventh and ninth grades.

Despite all of the early lessons about honesty, 
following the rules, and making decisions so they 
don’t harm themselves or others, youth often stray 
from virtuous behavior, said Lerner, who will serve 
as co-principal investigator on the grant with Tufts 
University Research Assistant Professor Edmond 
Bowers, PhD ’09, a frequent collaborator and 
graduate of the Lynch School of Education.
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Hindu Activist Forces Indian Destruction 
of U.S. Professor’s Book
By Mark A. Kellner, Deseret News, February 13, 2014
http://bit.ly/1fT2l4B

A controversial history of Hinduism is to 
be withdrawn from sale in India, with copies in 
stores yanked from shelves and destroyed, giving 
a Hindu activist a victory that has drawn protests 
from within India and outside of the country.

“The Hindus: An Alternative History” by 
Wendy Doniger, a University of Chicago Divinity 

What prevents 
children from liv-
ing the moral les-
sons they’ve been 
taught? Lerner and 
her research team 
are exploring the 
positive influences 
and individual 
strengths that lead 
children to make 
good moral choices.

The answer 
may lie in self-con-
trol, or what Lerner 
and developmental 
psychologists refer 
to as intentional 

self-regulation – which includes the ability to un-
derstand the consequences of bad acts in advance 
and develop the skills to avoid the lure of poor 
choices.

Lerner is interested in how such internal 
strengths — which she calls “internal assets” — 
are shaped by external forces like parents, peers 
and teachers.

“When these internal assets and positive char-
acter exemplars line up in the lives of children, 
they have a good chance to develop positively,” 
said Lerner, who has conducted groundbreaking 
research on the topic with her husband, Richard 
M. Lerner, the Bergstrom Chair in Applied 
Developmental Science at Tufts. “We’d like to 
learn from the positive experiences involved in the 
moral development of children – what they are 
doing right – rather than focus on negative acts or 
decisions. We think there are some insights to be 
gained from this approach.”

Learning what helps children develop in a 
positive manner has long been a focus of Lerner’s 
research.

More than a decade ago, Lerner, her husband 
and a team of leading scholars launched a land-
mark study of positive youth development that 
was funded by the National 4-H Council. The 
4-H Study of Positive Youth Development fol-
lowed more than 7,000 adolescents in 42 states 
for eight years in an effort to define and measure 
positive youth development.

The research resulted in the team’s develop-
ment of the “Five Cs” model of youth develop-
ment, which stresses the importance of com-
petence, confidence, connection, character and 
caring in the emotional, social and moral growth 
of children and adolescents.

Lerner’s new study will focus more specifically 
on character development and character exemplars 
and their links to self-control in moral decision-
making and behavior. Exploring the relationships 
between youth and their moral role models may 
reveal how those kinds of interactions can be used 
to guide child development positively, she said.

“We want to understand who young people 
look up to — be they parents, teachers or other 
adults — and why and how those relationships 
shape youth development in this particular area,” 
said Lerner.

Ultimately, the researchers hope the study can 
provide the scientific evidence that will help par-
ents, teachers, youth leaders, and mental health 
practitioners support the development of virtuous 
behavior and moral development in children and 
adolescents.

“If we can really show that intentional self-
regulation promotes character development, we 
can then develop tools and interventions to help 
youth who are struggling in these areas,” Lerner 
said.

The study’s supporter, the John Templeton 
Foundation — formed by the late billionaire in-
vestor — sponsors scientific inquiry into some of 
life’s most pressing questions.

School professor, was a National Book Critics’ 
Circle nonfiction award finalist in 2009, when it 
was published in the United States by Penguin. 
The Washington Post called it the “equivalent of 
a brilliant graduate course from a feisty and ex-
hilarating teacher,” according to reviewer Michael 
Dirda, who also noted the author’s “cheeky tone, 

Prof. Jacqueline Lerner (LSOE)
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given to jokes and wordplay” when discussing 
some of Hinduism’s most sacred stories, such as 
the “Mahabarata.”

While such a casual treatment of faith elements 
might be more tolerated in the West, it appears to 
be anathema to some in India. Dinanath Batra, 
an 84-year-old retired English teacher and head-
master, brought the lawsuit that led to Penguin 
India’s decision to “pulp” Doniger’s book. India’s 
livemint.com headlined its Batra profile with the 
dour words, “Here come the book police.”

Though describing Batra as “affable,” the pro-
file quotes stern words from Batra’s civil lawsuit 
against Doniger’s Indian publishers: The book is 
“shallow, distorted . . . a haphazard presentation 
riddled with heresies and factual inaccuracies,” 
and accused Doniger of being motivated by a 
“Christian missionary zeal and hidden agenda to 
denigrate Hindus and show their religion in poor 
light.”

In an interview with “Time magazine”, Batra 
cast his objections in a global context: “If some-
one makes a cartoon of the prophet Mohammad, 
Muslims are outraged around the world. So why 
should anyone write anything against Hinduism 
and get away with it? It matters because this book 
is hurting the sentiments of Hindus all over the 
world. I am a Hindu. When I read the book, I felt 
hurt. It hurt my sentiments.”

British author William Dalrymple, who re-
sides in Delhi, told “The Wall Street Journal” that 
Penguin India’s action had wider implications: 
“Banning books and intimidating authors is to be-
gin the process of destroying the sort of freedoms 
that make India such a joyful, creative and fertile 
place compared to any of its neighbors,” he said.

And India’s artistic community, including 
a celebrated novelist also published by Penguin 
India, has expressed its concern.

“What you have done affects us all,” writer 
Arundhati Roy, author of “The God of Small 

Things” and winner of the Man Booker Prize, de-
clared in an open letter to Penguin India published 
in the Times of India. “Now, even though there 
was no fatwa, no ban, not even a court order, you 
have not only caved in, you have humiliated your-
self abjectly before a fly-by-night outfit by signing 
(this) settlement,” she wrote.

Doniger issued a public statement in response 
to the lawsuit settlement. The professor defended 
Penguin India, noting, “they were finally defeated 
by the true villain of this piece — the Indian law 
that makes it a criminal rather than civil offense to 
publish a book that offends any Hindu, a law that 
jeopardizes the physical safety of any publisher, 
no matter how ludicrous the accusation brought 
against a book.”

Doniger added, “I am glad that, in the age of 
the Internet, it is no longer possible to suppress 
a book. ‘The Hindus’ is available on Kindle; and 
if legal means of publication fail, the Internet 
has other ways of keeping books in circulation. 
People in India will always be able to read books 
of all sorts, including some that may offend some 
Hindus.”

A Hindu asetic 
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Dear Friends,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

This is an “event” which was described to me. It may or may not have happened, but this is how I remember 
it:

Srila Prabhupada was holding a darshan in his Los Angeles iskcon temple quarters.

The most successful book distributor in that temple asked, “Srila Prabhupada, what pleases you the most?”

Srila Prabhupada thought for about twenty seconds before answering. Finally he said, “Just try to learn to love 
Krishna.”

What can we learn from this story?

The book distributor was apparently hoping that Srila Prabhupada would say, “Distribution of my books.” 
However Srila Prabhupada did not say that.

One indication is that even one who distributes large quantities of books may not be loving Krishna more 
than one who, for example, washes pots in the iskcon kitchen or cleans the temple floor. In fact it’s possible 
that a major book distributor may be seeking name and fame more than trying to develop love for the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.

Another insight is that becoming deeply attached to Krishna is extremely important. It was said by Lord 
Caitanya, “O my Lord, when will my eyes be decorated with tears of love flowing constantly when I chant 
Your holy name? When will my voice choke up, and when will the hairs of my body stand on end at the 
recitation of Your name? O Govinda! Feeling Your separation, I am considering a moment to be like twelve 
years or more. Tears are flowing from my eyes like torrents of rain, and I am feeling all vacant in the world in 
Your absence.”

The idea is that one should be so in love with Krishna, that everything continuously makes one think of 
Krishna. In other words Krishna consciousness is not an intermittent phenomenon. Rather it is something we 
should, as Srila Prabhupada has often said, “always remember.” Thus ‘in love’ with Krishna takes on a deeper 
meaning.

Srila Prabhupada’s response came as a surprise to most devotees in 
the room, but its incisive truth is a lesson for everyone.

The devotee who asked the question had been given many 
extra facilities for his magnificent achievement, however Srila 
Prabhupada, being an expert in ‘austerity of speech’ (Bg. 17.15), 
answered unexpectedly. Many people in the room were certain that 
‘book distribution’ would be the answer he would give.

Your servant,

Mukunda Goswami 

For lectures go to: http://mukundagoswami.org/lectures

Personal 
 Message...

Mukunda Goswami speaking with Krishna 
Kirtan outside the temple in Murwillumbah, 
Australia


