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This week we are going to be jumping back into going through the book of 
Acts.  When we left off a few weeks ago, in chapter two, the New 
Testament Church had just been launched with the arrival of the promised 
Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God was moving, and people were repenting of 
their sins, surrendering their hearts and lives to Jesus, and were being 
added into the church on a daily basis. 
 
Today, we are going to be looking at a passage that demonstrates the 
power of Jesus at work through His people.  I think it’s an important 
passage because Hebrews 13:8 tells us that “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.”  Because of that, the same power that 
was flowing through the New Testament Church at its inception is still 
available to the church today. 
 
Acts 3:1-2 states, “One day Peter and John were going up to the 
temple at the time of prayer — at three in the afternoon.  Now a man 
crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called 
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into 
the temple courts. 
 
During the time the book of Acts was written, there were two sacrifices held 
daily in the temple, one in the morning, and one in the “ninth” hour, or three 
o’clock in the afternoon.  There was probably a third prayer time that was 
held at sundown.  Because attending these services would have been 
important for most Jewish people, there would have probably been a fairly 
large number of people attending both sacrifices and daily prayer times. 
 
The likelihood that there would have been a lot of people going to the 
temple at three in the afternoon provided a good opportunity for Peter and 
John to not only pray – it gave them a window of opportunity to share the 
good news with a larger number of people at one time.  The fact that a 
large number of people would be entering the temple for the sacrifice and 
prayer time also made it an ideal time for people to try and collect alms. 
 
Most rabbis, during the time Acts was written, taught that there were three 
main pillars for the Jewish faith – the Torah, worship, and showing 
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kindness or charity.  Because of that teaching, giving alms to people in 
need had become one of the main ways people could show kindness and it 
was actually considered a major expression of an individual’s devotion to 
God.  The fact that they were heading into a worship service probably 
made some people more apt to generously give money to someone in 
need than they might have otherwise been. 
 
It’s also interesting that Luke points out that the man who had been carried 
to the temple gate that afternoon had been crippled from birth.  In fact, we 
will learn later in the book of Acts that he had been crippled for more than 
forty years.  Luke likes to share a lot of details when he is talking about 
certain events, and I believe that he wanted to make sure that no one 
reading about the healing miracle that was about to take place wrote it off 
as someone just healing up from an injury they had sustained. 
 
After providing us with some background information, Luke continues on to 
describe the encounter that occurred between the crippled man and Peter 
and John.  Verses three through five in our main passage read, “When he 
saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  Peter 
looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"  So 
the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from 
them.” 
 
Instead of serving God out of complete devotion to Him, and having that 
result in our lovingly meeting the needs of other people, sometimes people 
can start to slip in to a type of works-based faith.  When that happens, 
serving God can become a system of just checking things off of a spiritual 
“to do list” of things that we think will appease God.  And that’s kind of what 
had started happening in the lives of a lot of the Jews who were faithfully 
attending the numerous religious ceremonies in the temple. 
 
Since being charitable and showing kindness had become one of the pillars 
of Jewish faith, and since people were using generosity to gauge 
someone’s devotion to God, a lot of the people on their way in to the 
temple would simply toss a coin or two in a beggar’s direction without really 
engaging that individual.  They didn’t necessarily care about that person’s 
well-being.  They just wanted to be able to put a checkmark in the 
generosity box so they could get into the temple and take care of the prayer 
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and worship boxes they needed to get filled so they were guaranteed their 
spot in heaven.  They were really practicing a cold, mechanical religion. 
 
But Peter and John were different.  They knew that the love and mercy God 
has shown us, and putting our faith into action, requires truly investing 
ourselves into the lives of other people.  It requires putting someone else’s 
needs ahead of our own. They knew that God requires more from us than 
just going through the motions and lip service. 
 
Isaiah 58:4-9 reads, “You cannot fast as you do today and expect your 
voice to be heard on high.  Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only 
a day for a man to humble himself?  Is it only for bowing one's head 
like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes?  Is that what you call 
a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
 
‘Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free 
and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter — when you see the 
naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and 
blood?  Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before 
you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.  Then you will 
call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: 
Here am I.’” 
 
In 1953, Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay became the first people to 
ascend the 29,035-foot peak of Mount Everest. They were not the last. In 
the 1990’s, Nepal lifted its once tight restrictions on climbing the legendary 
mountain in order to boost tourist dollars. As of 2006, more than 2,700 
people had reached the summit of the world's tallest mountain, many 
paying over $60,000 for the experience.  To date, 8,306 people have 
scaled the summit and 285 of them have died.  
 
One result of this commercial influx has been the erosion of the traditional 
moral code of mountaineering. In the rush to the top, amateurs who have 
paid a fortune for the bragging rights will do anything it takes to get to the 
summit, including abandoning other climbers. 
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David Sharp became a casualty of this modern mentality in March of 2006. 
The 34-year-old engineer from Cleveland did manage to reach the summit 
on his own. However, he ran out of oxygen on the way back down—984 
feet from the top. As he lay dying, 40 climbers passed him by, too eager to 
achieve their own goals to take a chance on using up their oxygen on 
someone else. As a result, David Sharp froze to death. 
According to Ed Viestrus, who has scaled all 14 of the world's 8,000 meter 
peaks, Sharp's death is not unique. "Passing people who are dying is not 
uncommon. Unfortunately, there are those who say: 'It's not my problem. 
I've spent all this money, and I'm going to the summit.'" This attitude has 
produced disgust in many climbers, including Sir Edmund Hillary. "On my 
expedition," he said, "there was no way you'd have left a man under a rock 
to die."  ("The Crowd on Mount Everest,"  The Week  (6-30-06), p. 13; 
submitted by Ted De Haas, Bedford, Iowa)  As Christians, we don’t want to 
become so concerned with our own desires that we fail to engage the 
people that God wants us to invest our lives into for their good and His 
glory. 
 
After making eye contact and engaging the lame man, verses six through 
ten in our main passage tell us, “Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not 
have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.’  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong.  He jumped to his 
feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple 
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.  When all the people 
saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the same 
man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and 
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him.” 
 
This is an amazing passage because it demonstrates that Jesus’ healing 
ministry continued on after He ascended into Heaven.  He was able to use 
Peter as a conduit of blessing to the lame man because Peter was willing 
to put his faith into action.  Another great thing about this passage is that it 
reveals that we don’t have to try to accomplish things for God’s Kingdom in 
our own strength.  Everything we have been given, all of our gifts, abilities 
and resources are from God.  He has given us stewardship over things so 
that we can serve others, not our own interests. 
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The lame man, in this passage, actually received two gifts from Jesus that 
day.  First, he received physical healing but, he also received spiritual 
acceptance as well.  Because he was lame he was considered “blemished” 
and unworthy of entering the temple to worship.  No wonder he 
experienced such joy and began praising God. 
May God give us the desire and the spiritual eyes to see the people around 
us who need us to be conduits of Jesus’ love and power so that they too 
can be made whole and find acceptance in the body of Christ.  May we be 
people who help others find true healing in Jesus’ name. 
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