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Apr 02: Tesse Soto & Tyler Latimor
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FisHERS OF MEN (MarTvew 4:19)

Bryce Mayfield

pring is a beautiful time of year. The earth
S awakens from its winter slumber, and life

returns to what was once dormant. Trees
turn green, flowers begin to bloom, and many
begin preparing their spring gardens. Along with
all the excitement this season brings, there is
another simple delight: it is time to go fishing.
Arguably, spring is one of the best times to catch
fish. There is something special about waking up
on a crisp spring morning, heading to the lake (or
the ocean, if you prefer), and casting a line into
the water.

When we turn to Scripture, we find that Jesus
often used fishing to teach important spiritual
truths. This may be because several of His
followers were fishermen or because it was
such a common trade. Whatever the reason, His
words in Matthew 4:19 highlight this point. As
He called Peter and Andrew, He said, “Follow
Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” In this
simple statement, Jesus compares evangelism to
fishing. When you think about fishing, a couple
of important factors come to mind: location and
lure. Where you fish and what you use as bait
often determine your success. The same is true

when fishing for men.

Where should we fish? The answer is simple:
anywhere there are people. Sadly, the world is full
of people who are lost. While it is wonderful to
travel overseas to share the gospel, we must not
overlook the lakes right in front of us: our own
communities, neighborhoods, and workplaces.

What should we fish with? While there are many
helpful tools available for evangelism, we must
remember where the true power lies. The gospel
itself is “the power of God for salvation” (Romans
1:16-17). It is the Word of God that convicts hearts
and produces faith (Acts 2:37; Romans 10:17).
When we trust in His Word, we can be confident
that it will accomplish its purpose.

Spring is such a great time to fish because
the season is changing, and change often brings
opportunity. The same is true in the lives of
people. Many are navigating changes in their lives
without Christ. These moments open doors for the
gospel. As those opportunities arise, may we be
ready. With the Word of God in hand and hearts
committed to His work, let us cast our line and be
fishers of men.
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