
Courage
Clay Bond

The Bible is a book that is filled with accounts of 
courageous men and women, people who faced 
down danger and death with lion-like boldness 

(Proverbs 28:1). Turning to our Old Testament we can 
read the story of Gideon, who had the courage to turn 
away from the false religion of his father. He threw down 
the altar of Baal and built an altar to the true and living 
God (Judges 6). We might also read of Esther, who had 
the courage to thwart custom by going before her king 
unbidden to plead for the lives of her people (Esther 4:16). 
Her courageous act saved the lives of countless people.

Going further into our Old Testament we read the 
familiar story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
These young men knew that if they refused to 
worship the king’s idol they would be thrown into 
the burning fiery furnace, yet they courageously 
refused. It took a tremendous level of mental and 
emotional strength to do what was right even in the 
face of death (Daniel 3). Listen to what these three 
young men said to a king, “be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up” (Daniel 3:18).

These examples teach us so much about the wonderful 
virtue of courage that the world seems to miss. Many 
see one who is courageous almost as a bullhead, reckless 
fool who rushes into danger and, against all odds, 
survives the impossible. But the scriptures show us quite 
a different picture. The Word of God paints courage 
as the virtue that can help us stand for what is right 
even when we know it will bring abuse on us. It takes 
tremendous courage to speak the truth on controversial 
issues. Just ask John the Baptist. He was beheaded 

because he spoke about morality to someone who was 
determined to live an immoral life (Matthew 14:4-10).

As followers of Jesus Christ we cannot allow the world 
to dictate what we can and cannot believe. Nor can we 
allow fear to stop us from declaring God’s truth on 
moral issues. Whether it is a “hot topic” in the news, like 
homosexuality, or one of the more commonly accepted 
evils like rampant divorce, Christians must stay true to 
our Lord and share His message of freedom from sin with 
the world around us (Romans 6:23; 2 Timothy 2:24-26).

Some may frown at religious people for speaking out 
against immorality. Some may go beyond a frown and 
declare it to be wrong, intolerant or unconstitutional 
to speak against sin. But the truth is it really doesn’t 
matter what the majority feels, believes and declares. 
When God condemns a practice, His people must 
stand with Him. God’s ways are much higher than our 
ways (Isaiah 55:8- 9). God’s Word condemns sexual 
immorality in all its forms, including fornication, 
adultery, and yes, even homosexuality (1 Corinthians 
6:9; Leviticus 18:22; Ephesians 5:11). It is not easy to 
be God’s watchmen, but He fully expects His people 
to warn others of the dangers of sin (Ezekiel 33).

Some may say religion is for the weak, but being a 
follower of Christ is not for the faint of heart. To walk 
in the steps of Jesus we must be ready to confront sin 
even if it makes us social outcasts. Even if it costs us our 
business, our friends, our good standing or even our 
head, we must be valiant for the truth that sets men free 
from the bondage of sin (Romans 1:16; Philippians 1:17; 
1 Timothy 3:15; John 8:32). It takes far more courage 
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to speak truth when it is unpopular and unwelcome 
than it does to follow the crowd (Exodus 23:2). Those 
wonderful Old Testament examples remind each one of 
us that courage is an attainable virtue. It can be a reality 
for all who put their trust in God (Psalm 27:14). May 
we all have the courage and strength of heart to say and 
do what is right no matter the cost. Do you have the 
courage to declare “all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)?

4th & Stewart church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, August 19, 2012.
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“Bid Me Come Unto Thee”
 Tom Wacaster

Over the course of a few short years the twelve 
men whom Jesus had chosen began to grow 
and mature into the material that God could, 

and would use to proclaim the gospel to a lost humanity. 
The more time they spent with Jesus, the stronger 
grew their faith. Their courage often amazes us; their 
weaknesses puzzle us. Consider the background of the 
request Peter made as expressed in the five words of 
the title of this article. The twelve had witnessed one 
of the most astonishing miracles of our Lord. From a 
few fish and handful of loaves, the Lord fed thousands; 
5,000 men to be exact, not counting the women and 
children. Any estimation of the total number of people 
fed would be mere speculation. 10,000? 15,000? The 
number staggers the imagination. The reaction of the 
multitude was not unexpected. Living under the thumb 
of the tyrannical rule of the Roman rulers, Israel longed 
for freedom. Perhaps the time had come for a King to 

Opening To Opportunity
Brian R. Kenyon

When “opportunity knocks,” what is our 
reaction? Sometimes we are fearful. 
Sometimes we ignore it. Sometimes we do 

not even realize it is present. Unfortunately, opportunities 
do not always return when missed. Let us learn about 
opportunity from Paul’s statement to the Corinthians: 

But  I  wi l l  tarr y  in Ephesus unt i l 
Pentecost. For a great and effective door 
has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries (1 Corinthians 16:8-9). 

The word “door” is often used as a metaphor 
for  opportunity (Acts  14:27;  2  Corinthians 
2 : 1 2 ;  C o l o s s i a n s  4 : 3 ;  R e v e l a t i o n  3 : 8 ) .

First, when opportunities come, we must make plans 
accordingly. Paul was willing to continue in Ephesus 
where the opportunity presented itself. “Pentecost” 
no longer carried a religious connotation for Paul, 
but it was a good way of marking the time of year. He 
would continue working in Ephesus until late spring 
or early summer before visiting Corinth. The reason 
why some Christians miss spiritual opportunities 
and corresponding plans to take advantage of them is 
they are too focused on things of this world (Matthew 
13:22; Romans 12:2). The best way, then, to recognize 
spiritual opportunities is to be spiritually minded 
(Colossians 3:1-2; Romans 8:5-8). When recognized, 
we can make plans with God in mind (James 4:13-15).

Second, opportunities to save or to edify souls, 
including our own, are worth every effort. The words 
“great” [“wide,” NAS] and “effective” [“effectual,” 
KJV] indicate that Paul’s opportunity in Ephesus was 

tremendous. In fact, the word translated “effective” 
means active and powerful. It is the same word from 
which the English word “energy” derives. Sometimes, 
Christians squander opportunities because they are 
not willing to make the sacrifices necessary to take 
advantage of them (Matthew 25:1-13). However, we 
must realize that no matter the temporary sacrifice, 
the eternal blessings are worth it (Romans 8:18)!

Third, opportunities often come with obstacles. Paul 
had “many adversaries.” These adversaries stood against 
Paul as he served the Lord. The opposition against 
Paul in Ephesus is well documented (Acts 19:21-40; 
2 Corinthians 1:8-10), but by God’s grace, he was still 
very successful (Acts 19:1-20)! Christians today also 
face opposition when they take advantage of spiritual 
opportunities (Matthew 5:10-12; 2 Timothy 3:12;  
1 Peter 4:12-16). In order to do our best for the Lord, we 
must neither fear the opposition (Philippians 1:28) nor 
give “opportunity to the adversary” (1 Timothy 5:14).

There is so much opportunity for Christians to 
grow in the Lord. Let us take advantage of each 
opportunity and give ourselves to His service!

The Laborer, Yukon Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, May 19, 2019.

SW



January 26,  2020 The Southwesterner Page 3     

arise in Israel, cast off the restraints of that oppressive 
government, and restore the Davidic kingdom of old. 
Could this be the man of the hour? The miracle of 
the loaves and fishes triggered that inner desire for 
an earthly king and they acted on their impulses. So 
strong were their intentions that Jesus had to compel 
His disciples to immediately leave and head for the 
other side of the Sea of Galilee. The short journey 
across the sea would normally take only a few hours at 
most. But on this occasion an unexpected storm would 
arise, slow their progress, and threaten their very lives.

Out of the darkness of the night, and in the midst 
of the blinding storm, there appears an image, walking 
toward them. They were in the midst of the sea, and 
there comes an image walking on the water. What 
unfolds tickles our imagination, increases our faith, and 
encourages us in our times of despair when the storms of 
life crash in upon us. When Peter realizes that the figure 
walking on the water is the Lord, he crises out, “Lord, if 
it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water” (Matt. 
14:28). “Bid me to come unto thee!” Five simple words; 
yet words that express the sentiments of the heart of a 
man who found himself in the midst of a threatening 
storm. This is not an invitation from God to man, but 
the request of a man to his God. I’m not denying the 
divine invitation that heaven extends to me. Jesus could 
have easily said, “Peter, come unto me,” and the results 
would likely have been exactly the same. But what we 
see is Peter beseeching the Lord, “Bid me come unto 
thee.” Three important thoughts beg consideration.

Consider the word “bid”! This is a request for a 
privilege. Common sense tells us, “Men cannot walk 
on water!” Some have tried it, but all have failed. A 
recent news item reported that Jonathan Mthethwa 
was killed by three crocodiles as he attempted to walk 
on water as a demonstration of his faith. Witnesses say 
the clergyman prayed the whole week, but something 
went terribly wrong when he placed his feet into the 
water. Peter, in great humility, recognized that should 
Jesus grant his desire, he would be privileged to join the 
Lord on the water. Every child of God has the distinct 
privilege of praying to the Father for untold blessings. 
Humility of heart will help us realize that our prayers 
are a request for great privileges granted by the Father.

Next, Peter also recognized the personage whom 
he addressed. “Lord, if it be thou!” I do not think 
Peter questioned the deity of Jesus. To be honest, I 
do not know the intent of Peter’s words. But this I 

do know: Peter realized that Jesus, and only Jesus, 
could grant such a request that he was about to make. 
Men usually recognize the respect owed to those 
of importance. Peter did not demand. He was not 
arrogant or haughty. He was humbled in the presence of 
greatness. What about us? “Humble yourself therefore 
under the mighty hand of God” (1 Pet. 5:6). Only 
when men recognize the greatness of the Personage 
of the One Who can still the storm will they be in a 
position to receive the blessings available to them.

Finally there must be a realization of the depth of 
one’s problem before he will ever ‘walk on the water’ 
of faith’s possibilities. A quick search on the internet 
of everyone who ever walked on water will reveal only 
two names: Jesus, and Peter. The sacred record was not 
recorded to instruct us to seek the ability to literally 
walk on water. It is, rather, a lesson on the possibility 
of faith in overcoming the obstacles that confront us 
in life and how to find refuge in the storms of life.

I’ll close this little article with the wonderful words 
of Mozi Lister in a song made famous by Bill Gaither:

In the dark of the midnight have I oft hid 
my face While the storm howls above me, 
and there’s no hiding place.‘Mid the crash 
of the thunder, Precious Lord, hear my 
cry Keep me safe till the storm passes by.
Many times Satan whispered, “There is no 
need to try For there’s no end of sorrow, 
there’s no hope by and by” But I know 
Thou art with me, and tomorrow I’ll rise.
Where the storms never darken the skies 
When the long night has ended and 
the storms come no more Let me stand 
in Thy presence on the bright peaceful 
shore.
In that land where the tempest, never 
comes, Lord, may I Dwell with Thee when 
the storm passes by.
Chorus:
Till the storm passes over, till the thunder 
sounds no more Till the clouds roll 
forever from the sky Hold me fast, let me 
stand in the hollow of Thy hand Keep me 
safe till the storm passes by.
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Lon Stanley was diagnosed with Stage 4 Pancreatic Cancer.  
 Due to the advanced stage and his age, surgery is not an option.
 Bud Wade's cancer has continued to grow and his treatment   
 has been discontinued and will be place in Hospice care.
 Health Concerns:  Lucile Johnson, Diana Rodriguez,  
 Jean Jackson, Sue Shamburger, Bud Wade, Teresa Williams.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith, Bonnie Thetford, Angela Young.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Phoebe Atkins, Lee Barr,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet, Mark DeAvila, Patricia Duren,  
   Bill Ellison, Bonnie Gomer,CK Holt, Deborah Hoover,  
   Sandra Johnson, June Lee, Pearce Lewis , Nell McCown,  
   Sharon Petrosky, Bill & Nancy Ponds, Cynthia Puente,  
   Jack Reese, Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


