
To Fear is to Obey, To Obey is to Fear
Cody Westbrook

The word “fear” is found 367 times in Scripture, 
and takes on a variety of meanings. Sometimes 
the word refers to dread or terror. We see 

this usage in passages like Genesis 3:10, Jonah 1:5, 
Matthew 1:20, and 1 Peter 3:14. But other times 
the word is used in reference to God and refers to 
reverence, awe, and a healthy respect. Ecclesiastes 
12:13, Proverbs 1:7, and 1 Peter 2:17 are just a few of 
the many passages where the word is used in this way. 

Fear of God is commanded a number of times 
in God’s Word. Israel was commanded, “You shall 
fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall 
take oaths in His name” (Deut. 6:13). The Psalmist 
wrote, “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly 
of the saints, and to be held in reverence by those 
around Him” (Ps. 89:7). No one is excluded from 
this requirement. Deuteronomy 31:12-13 says

Gather the people together, men and 
women and little ones, and the stranger who 
is within your gates, that they may hear and 
that they may learn to fear the Lord your 
God and carefully observe all the words of 
this law, and that their children, who have 
not known it, may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord your God as long as you live in the 
land which you cross the Jordan to possess.

That all must fear Him is beyond question, but 
how is it accomplished? Practically speaking, the 
answer is summarized in one word–obedience. 

God’s Word often combines fear and obedience, 
par t icu lar ly  in  the  b o ok of  Deuteronomy. 
Note the connection in the following passages.

Oh, that they had such a heart in them 
that they would fear Me and always 
keep a l l  My commandments,  that 
it might be well with them and with 
their children forever (Deut. 5:29)!
That you may fear the Lord your God, to 
keep all His statutes and His commandments 
which I command you, you and your son and 
your grandson, all the days of your life, and 
that your days may be prolonged (Deut. 6:2).
And the Lord commanded us to observe 
all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, 
for our good always, that He might preserve 
us alive, as it is this day (Deut. 6:24).
And now, Israel, what does the Lord your 
God require of you, but to fear the Lord your 
God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, 
to serve the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul (Deut. 10:12). 

God desires that people fear and obey Him. Each of 
these passages combines these two commands and 
shows them to be interchangeable. To fear God is to 
obey Him, to obey God is to fear Him.1 This principle 
hasn’t changed. Jesus said, “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments” (John 14:15). The first century 
church walked in godly fear (Acts 9:31). We are to 
“perfect holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1) and 
“serve God acceptably with reverence and Godly fear”  
(Heb. 12:28). Each of these passages enjoins exactly what 
their Old Testament counterparts do–fear and obedience. 

1 This phrase is taken from Eugene H. Merrill, Deuteronomy,  
vol. 4, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1994), 175.
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Moses Strikes the Rock 
John Haffner

The Lord used Moses to rebuke Pharaoh, to 
liberate the Israelite nation, and to lead them 
on their journey to the Promised Land. In 

Solomon summarized the essence of man’s 
responsibility when he said, “Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, 
for this is man’s all” (Ecc. 12:13). It is impossible to 
imagine a son who claims to fear and respect his father 
also ignore and disobey what his father instructs him 
to do. The same principle applies to our relationship 
with our Heavenly Father. We can never truly fear 
and respect Him if we ignore and disobey what He 
commands us to do. To fear is to obey, to obey is to fear.
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our Bibles we find Moses among some of God’s most 
faithful (Hebrews 11:23-30). However, Moses was not 
without sin. Perhaps the most well-known occasion 
comes from Numbers 20. The Israelites arrived at 
Kadesh without water and they were thirsty. The people 
complained about their condition. The congregation 
reached such a level of distress that in their cry to 
Moses and Aaron they claimed to prefer death over 
continuing in the wilderness (Numbers 20:2-5). Moses 
and Aaron turned to God in prayer for a solution. 

The Lord’s instructions were to take the rod, gather 
the people, and speak to the rock (Numbers 20:8). 
Moses would have no doubt in God’s ability to grant 
the water. Not only had he seen God display His power 
over the elements in Egypt, but he had seen the Lord 
solve this very same problem on their journey. When 
the people reached Rephidim and had no water God 
instructed Moses to take the rod, go with the elders, and 
smite the rock (Exodus 17:5-6). Moses did as the Lord 
commanded in Rephidim, but Moses did not do as the 
Lord commanded in Kadesh. He took his rod, gathered 
the people together, and then spoke to the people instead 
of speaking to the rock. “He said unto them, Hear now, 
ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?” 
(Numbers 20:10). Moses then took his rod and hit the 
rock twice. The Lord was gracious and allowed water for 
the people and their animals to drink, but it was clear 
that Moses and Aaron were disobedient. (Notice it is 
“must WE fetch you water” not GOD) These two great 
leaders were told that they would not enter the land of 
promise because they did not believe, to sanctify the Lord 
in the eyes of the children of Israel (Numbers 20:12). 

Today we might experience annoyance because 
of rebellious sin we see committed amongst God’s 
people. Before our exasperation pushes us to sin, we 
should remember our own faults and the example of 
Jesus. The sinless Son of God saw much wickedness 
among mankind, and yet remained focused on God. 
He concerned himself with making God known 
and glorifying Him (John 17:3-4). This focus could 
have prevented Moses from disobeying the Lord’s 
command. Our God requires that we all be obedient 
to His will and not our own. May we always do as He 
commands, glorify Him, and help others to do the same!

From Faith to Faith, Granbury Street Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
February 17, 2019.
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Missing Worship 
Jody L. Apple 

Last Sunday was the first time that I missed worship 
and Bible study on the Lord’s Day in quite a long 
time. I missed it in two senses: first, I missed 

in the sense that I wasn’t there. Because I was still 
recovering from a cold with fever, chills, etc., I wasn’t 
physically able to attend. And second, I missed worship 
in the sense that I wanted to be there but I couldn’t be. 

I feel all too often many miss worship only in the first 
sense. They simply are not there. They could have been, 
but they missed worship only in the first sense because 
they were not likely to miss in the second sense. When 
your heart is not into worship and Bible study like it 
should be, it’s easy for the rest of your body to be absent. 

Hebrews 10:24-26 is often cited about the importance 
of attending the worship services of the Lord’s church, 
and well it should be. Occasionally, however, some 
criticize the use of this passage because it speaks of 
“forsaking” the assembly. A missed worship service 
here or there, for whatever reason, certainly can’t be 
construed as “forsaking” the assembly. “Forsaking” the 
assembly means to absent yourself from worship and 
Bible study for an extended period of time. Is this true? 

You would never know this from the context itself, nor 
from the language used in it. There are three primary 
terms, all related, that are worthy examining in this regard. 

( 1 )  T he  word  t r ans l ate d  “fors a k i ng”  i n  
Hebrews 10:25 is the term enkataleipo. It appears 
nine times in the New Testament. In addition to 
being used in Hebrews 10:25;  we f ind it  in  
Hebrews 13:5; 2 Timothy 4:10, 16; 2 Corinthians 4:9; 
Romans 9:29; Acts 2:27; Mark 15:34  and Matthew 27:46. 

The  l as t  t wo  p ass ages ,  Mark  15 :34  and  
Matthew 27:46 contain the words of Jesus on the cross 
as he asked of His father: “why have You forsaken 
me?” Acts 2:27 says that God “will not leave my soul 
in Hades...” The verses in 2 Timothy 4 say “Demas has 
forsaken me, having loved this present world” and “at my 
first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me.” 
Romans 9:29 refers to God “leaving” a seed (referring 
to a remnant, and ultimately, Christ). In 2 Cor. 4:9 
Paul says that he was “Persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed...” The remaining verse, 
Hebrews 13:5 admonishes Christians to be “without 
covetousness; be content with such things as you have” 
for God has said “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

Thayer defines the term: “to abandon, desert, ... to 
leave in straits, leave helpless” and “to leave behind 
among, to leave surviving.” Nothing in the definition 
of the term, nor in its usage, demands that the act of 
forsaking takes place only over a long and extended 
period of time. Christ was only on the cross for six 
hours, yet He said His Father had forsaken him. Paul 
said that brethren had not come to his first defense, 
and thus forsook him, but that was just one occasion. 

(2) The term enkataleipo, though appearing only 
nine times in the new covenant, is a form of the simpler 
kataleipo. This second term appears 25 times in the text 
of the New Testament, and appears (KJV) as “leave”  
(22 times), “forsake” (2 times) and “reserve” (1 time). 
Thayer says that it means: 1) to leave behind; 1a) to depart 
from, leave; 1a1) to be left; 1b) to bid (one) to remain; 
1c) to forsake, leave to one’s self a person or thing by 
ceasing to care for it, to abandon, leave in the lurch; 1c1) 
to be abandoned, forsaken; 1d) to cause to be left over, to 
reserve, to leave remaining; 1e) like our “leave behind”, 
it is used of one who on being called away cannot take 
another with him; 1e1) especially of the dying (to leave 
behind); 1f) like our “leave”, leave alone, disregard; 1f1) 
of those who sail past a place without stopping. This term 
appears in the following passages: Matt 4:13; 16:4; 19:5; 
21:17; Mk 10:7; 12:19; 14:52; Lk 5:28; 10:40; 15:4; 20:31; 
Jn 8:9; Ac 2:31; 6:2; 18:19; 21:3; 24:27; 25:14; Ro 11:4; Eph 
5:31; 1 Th 3:1; Titus 1:5; Heb 4:1; 11:27; and 2 Pet 2:15. 

(3) The term kataleipo itself is a conjunction of (a) 
kata, which is sometimes translated according to, after 
or against, depending upon context and usage, and (b) 
leipo, a root word appearing only six times and translated 
as lack, wanting or be wanting, and destitute. Thayer 
says of leipo 1) to leave, leave behind, forsake, to be left 
behind; 1a) to lag, be inferior; 1b) to be destitute of, to 
lack; 2) to be wanting, to fail. The usage of this term can 
be seen in Luke 18:22; Titus 1:5; 3:13; James 1:4, 5; 2:15.

Forsaking the assembly, that is any willful absence 
of the Lord’s Day worship service, is wrong...even 
if it happens only once. If you have the opportunity 
and ability to attend, but lack the will to do so, and 
thus fail to attend, you have forsaken God’s assembly.

The Defender, Mt. Vernon Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, January 7, 
2018.
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Sharon Petrosky mother of Steven Petrosky, is once again   
 battling breast cancer which has spread to her spine.
 Health Concerns:  Lucile Johnson, Diana Rodriguez,  
 Jean Jackson, Sue Shamburger, , Bud Wade, Teresa Williams,   
 Angela Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith, Bonnie Thetford.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Phoebe Atkins, Lee Barr,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet, Mark DeAvila, Bill Ellison,    
   Bonnie Gomer,CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, Sandra Johnson, 
   June Lee, Pearce Lewis , Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds,  
   Cynthia Puente,  Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
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Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


