
Some Suggestions for Studying  

Cody Westbrook
the Bible this Year

Spiritual growth is impossible without God’s word  
(1 Pet.  2:2).  The bible tel ls us to study  
(2 Tim. 2:15) and meditate (Ps. 1) on God’s 

Word on a regular basis. David said “Your word I 
have hidden in my heart that I might not sin against 
You” (Ps. 119:11). Because bible study is so important, 
it is also important that we know how to study 
effectively. Here are some suggestions that may help 
your personal bible study in the year(s) to come.

Utilize a bible-reading plan. It is true that there 
is a difference between reading and studying but it 
is also true that the two depend greatly upon one 
another. The benefits of reading the bible are many and 
Christians should dedicate time to read God’s revealed 
will daily (c.f. Acts 17:11; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; John 20:31;  
Ps. 119:97-104). There are a number of systematic bible-
reading plans available. Some take you through the bible 
chronologically and others topically. Consider contacting 
WVBS to ask about their yearly bible-reading plan or 
accessing one through the bible app on your smart phone.

Be convinced of the need to study. It is possible 
for us to spend time in God’s Word that is completely 
fruitless. If our heart is not in it then it will be completely 
unprofitable. We must be convinced and convicted that 
studying God’s Word is vital to spiritual success; otherwise 
we will never devote ourselves to it as we should. We 
must remember what God told Israel in Deuteronomy 
6:6-15. We must be like Ezra, who “prepared his 
heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach statutes and ordinances in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).

Make it a daily habit. Those in Berea were nobler 
than those in Thessalonica because they “received the 
word with all readiness, and searched the scriptures 
daily, to find out whether these things were so”  
(Acts 17:11). In order to truly be a diligent bible student, 
we must invest ourselves in studying it every day. 
Designate a time during your day to open the scripture 
to read and meditate. Turn off the TV, silence your cell 
phone, and concentrate on God’s Word. Make it a non-
negotiable priority. One who is truly blessed is one who 
“meditates on God’s word both day and night” (Ps. 1).

Memorize scripture. The only way to truly hide 
God’s word in our hearts is to memorize it. Admittedly, 
memorization is easier for some than others, but 
everyone can do it. Start by memorizing one passage 
per day. Write it down on a piece of paper or an index 
card and take it with you wherever you go throughout 
the day. Read it routinely and recite it aloud. There 
are a number of different methods and even websites 
and phone apps that will help with this process. 
Remember, the key to memorization is repetition.

Emphasize meditation. Bible meditation is defined 
beautifully in Psalm 1. There are two parts. First, chew on 
the passage. Memorize it, read it, and think about it over 
and over again. Ask questions about the passage, look 
up the definition of words, and see how it fits in context. 
Second, actively look for ways to make application. For 
example, if you’re studying a passage about proper use 
of the tongue, look for opportunities during the day 
to use your tongue for good, like expressing thanks to 
someone or offering a word of encouragement. The 
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key to proper meditation is answering two questions: 
“What does it mean?” and “How do I apply it?”

Study topically. Choose a topic like love, joy, 
or peace. Get out a pen and a notepad, then open 
up the bible and look for passages that deal with 
that topic. Write the passages down and categorize 
them. Once you have finished that step, organize 
your notes to see the full picture of how the bible 
discusses the topic. Then commence meditation. 

Study textually. Choose a text. It can be a small 
section, like a parable, or an entire chapter, or a book. 
Read it several times (preferably aloud). Look for key 
words and phrases. Look for passages to memorize. 
Look for transition words like “therefore,” and petition 
verbs like “urge” and “beg.” Ask questions about the text. 
What is the historical background? What is the main 
idea of the text? What is main point being emphasized?

Add variety. Consider devoting each month to a new 
study. Chose topics, themes, or books to work through. 
Utilize sound brotherhood study resources like The 
Christian Courier, WVBS, The Gospel Journal, Sain 
Publications, Plain Simple Faith, Seek the Old Paths, 
and others to help you along the way. Keep study notes 
and refer back to them throughout the year. You may be 
surprised to see how much your bible knowledge can grow.

The New Year is now upon us, which means 
new goals, plans, and ambitions. But, the most 
important thing to consider this year, and every 
year, is spiritual growth. Therefore, these suggestions 
are offered humbly in hope that they will help each 
of us to be the people God would have us to be.
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4 Reasons We Know the Church is 
Important to God 
Andy Brewer

It seems to be a belief that is growing more and more 
prevalent all the time. People see the importance of 
God, they see the importance of a relationship with 

God, and they see the importance for a connection of 
some form to Christianity; but despite it all they see 
absolutely no need to have any connection with the 
church. Their mantra is “give me Jesus but not the church.” 
The church holds no value to them whatsoever. In their 

minds they can be Christians just as much on their own, 
in the isolation of their homes, in the serenity of nature, 
or anywhere in the world as they can connect to a local 
church. It’s the anti-religion religion, and it ignores 
everything we know about God’s mind concerning the 
church. The church isn’t important to people who don’t 
see the church as God sees the church. But there are at 
least four reasons by we know the church is important 
to God and why it should be important to us as well. 

The church was in God’s eternal wisdom. That 
means that even before time ever began God had 
the church in mind. It was always a part of His plan. 
It wasn’t an afterthought or a “plan B” because His 
mission had failed. When Paul was addressing the 
revelation of God’s mystery he said that God’s eternal 
purpose was accomplished through the church 
making God’s manifold wisdom known to the world  
(Ephesians 3:8-11). How could something that God had 
in mind through the recesses of eternity be unimportant?

The church was promised by God. From the 
time that sin entered the world God set a plan in 
motion that would culminate with His church being 
established and redemption being made possible. And 
with that plan in mind throughout history God would 
repeatedly give reminders about the coming of that 
church. Just read passages like Isaiah 2:2-4; Daniel 2:44; 
7:13-14; Joel 2:28-32; and other passages and see the 
plan God had in mind. The church was at the center 
of God’s redemptive plan throughout history and He 
repeatedly reminded man of it. How could something 
that God promised throughout time be unimportant? 

God sent His Son to die for the church. When Paul 
met with the Ephesians elders one last time he tried to 
encourage them and remind them of the gravity of their 
responsibilities as elders. In that context he said these 
words, “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which He pur-
chased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). The church 
was important enough to God that He was willing to 
send His Son to die for it. How could something God 
was willing to let His Son die for be unimportant? 

God promised to save the church. Just as the ark 
was God’s chosen vessel of salvation from the flood 
that destroyed the world the church is God’s chosen 
vessel of salvation from the condemnation of sin. 
We know that because Christ is said to be the Savior 
of His body, the church (Ephesians 5:23). Therefore, 
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The Gospel Radio Network launched in January 
2014 as a 24/7 internet radio station broadcasting 
sound gospel preaching throughout the world. 
This work is overseen by the elders of the Mount 
Vernon church of Christ in Mount Vernon, TX.

For a schedule of programs visit them at
www.thegospelradionetwork.org

if I’m in the church I’m among the saved because 
God has promised to save the church. How could 
something God promised to save be unimportant? 

There is absolutely no doubt that the church is 
important to God. He designed it to be an essential 
part of our lives. So when we say the church is 
not important we are minimizing something for 
which He sent His very Son to die. The church 
may not matter to a lot of people in this world but 
there is no doubt that it definitely matters to God.

The Midtown Messenger,  Midtown Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin. 
August 25, 2019.
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4 Admonitions from Jesus  
to Shepherds 
Andy Baker

Though he was not an elder at that time, Jesus 
could see Peter’s future and know that he was 
ready to sacrificially follow Him—and part 

of that would be in shepherding the New Testament 
church (see 1 Peter 5:1-5). In John 21, Jesus gives 
Peter four charges that are worth an eldership looking 
at carefully, and also for a congregation to look and 
see if their eldership is actually doing these things.

#1—Feed My Lambs: give attention to the young 
(21:15). How shall the young secure their hearts and 
guard their lives from sin? It is only by the preaching and 
teaching of the Word of God that a young person may 
understand and know the God that we serve (Ps. 119:1-
8). Don’t ever substitute entertainment for education!

#2—Tend My Sheep: care for the hurting and 
suffering (21:16). The word, “tend” means “to serve 
or cherish the body; to rule or to govern over.” As 
shepherds look and see a sick sheep, their godly response 
is to guard that sheep closely and to do whatever they 
can to help the sheep become healthy again. Sleepless 
nights and countless prayers for sick and feeble 
sheep are part of the work of elders (see Heb. 13:17).

#3—Feed My Sheep: give attention to education 
(21:17). Bible classes, special studies, preaching from 
the pulpit, and devotional times are all means by which 
the elders choose to provide food for the flock of God. 
A malnourished sheep is a sheep ripe for the lion! An 
eldership has the responsibility to feed good things to 
the church that will nourish and build up (Eph. 4:14-16). 

#4—Follow Me: follow the Chief Shepherd (21:22). 
An eldership could be doing all of the other things but 
not following Jesus. If they look to their own wisdom, if 
they do what they do without love for the Lord and love 
for souls, then they are not truly following Jesus (Luke 
6:46; 1 Cor. 13:1-3). Thank God (and thank the elders) 
for elders who take seriously these 4 admonitions.

The Reminder, Graeber Road Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, August 
11, 2019.
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Record for the Week of January 5, 2020
Bible Class .............................................................................136
Morning Assembly ...............................................................168
Evening Assembly ................................................................137
Iglesia de Cristo
Morning Assembly ............................................................. N/A
Contribution ..................................................................... $N/A
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Phoebe Atkins, newborn niece of SWSBS student William   
 Pedigo was born 5 weeks early with a hole in heart and is   
 recovering from colon surgery.
 Health Concerns:  Lucile Johnson, Diana Rodriguez,  
 Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford, Bud Wade, Teresa Williams,  
 Angela Young, Jo Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Lee Barr, Rodney Boes,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet, Mark DeAvila, Bill Ellison,    
   Bonnie Gomer,CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, June Lee,  
   Pearce Lewis , Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds,  
   Cynthia Puente,  Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


