
A Consuming Fire
Steven Lloyd

The Lord cannot be approached any way we choose. 
He can only be approached on His terms. Israel 
was forewarned that if they approached him on 

their own terms, there would be negative consequences.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  g a r m e n t  t o  b e  w o r n 
by Aaron, the high priest when he entered the 
Ta b e r n a c l e ,  h a d  a  g o l d e n  b e l l  a t t a c h e d : 

…and its sound shall be heard when 
he goes into the Holy Place before the 
Lord, and when he comes out, so that 
he does not die (Exodus 28:31-35).

Aaron and his sons were to wear linen undergarments 
designed to cover their naked flesh so when they went 
into the tent of meeting, or when they came near the 
altar to minister in the Holy Place they did not die 
(Exodus 28:40-43). When they offered a food offering 
to the Lord, they were to wash with water “so that 
they may not die.” “They shall wash their hands and 
their feet, so that they may not die” (Exodus 30:20).

There are other texts containing warnings that could 
be included, but let’s take a look at some examples. 

When Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, offered 
“unauthorized fire” at the tent of meeting, fire came 
out from before the Lord and consumed them (Lev. 
10:2), much in the same way the same fire consumed 
the burnt offering described in the previous chapter. 
The Lord then said, “Drink no wine or strong 
drink, you or your sons with you, when you go 
into the tent of meeting, lest you die” (Lev. 10:9).

When Israel left Sinai they began to complain 
in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes.

and when the Lord heard it, his anger 
was kindled, and the fire of the Lord 
burned among them and consumed 
some outlying parts of the camp. Then 
the people cried out to Moses, and Moses 
prayed to the Lord, and the fire died 
down. So the name of that place was called 
Taberah, because the fire of the Lord 
burned among them (Numbers 11:1-3).

When the Lord’s anger was kindled against the people, 
he would, on occasion, strike them with “a very great 
plague” (Numbers 11:33). On another occasion, a man 
broke the Sabbath day by gathering sticks. They didn’t 
know what to do with him so they brought him to 
Moses. Moses inquired of the Lord, and the Lord said:

The man shall be put to death; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones 
outside the camp.” And all the congregation 
brought him outside the camp and stoned 
him to death with stones, as the Lord 
commanded Moses (Numbers 15:32-36).

You get the point.
Fred Hoppe worked around high voltage much of 

his life. He worked for the city of Pasadena, the city 
of Anaheim, and for Hampton Tedder. We sometimes 
refer to him as “crazy Fred” for his sense of humor, but 
Fred is nothing but serious when it comes to work. 
Fred has conveyed in specific terms I have forgotten 
how dangerous the environment was he worked in. 
But I have not forgotten how careful you must be 
when you enter one of these rooms or manholes. I 
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worked in a few manholes myself. One wrong move 
and someone dies. Several did die in Pasadena.

Although no exact parallel can be drawn, I see some 
parallels. If you approach a high voltage power supply 
without the necessary precautions, you may die. For the 
ancient nation of Israel, if you entered the tabernacle 
or Temple God without the necessary precautions, 
you will die. Some did. Remember Nadab and Abihu. 
Remember the Sabbath breaker. Remember the number 
of times a plague broke out in the Israelite camp. 
Remember those who were bitten by serpents and died.

The writer of Hebrews looks back at the days 
Israel tested the Lord in the wilderness and writes:

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of 
you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. But exhort 
one another every day, as long as it is called 
‘today,’ that none of you may be hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:12-13).

And later he exhorts them to be grateful for the 
kingdom they had received and to offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 
for …our God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).
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Game Changers: Joshua And 
Caleb: Courage to Stand
Ronnie Scherffius

Most are familiar with the inspired record 
of Joshua and Caleb — the two spies who 
returned with a good report and opposed 

the evil report of the ten spies (Num. 13) that 
caused the people to cry out in despair to God and 
murmur against Moses and Aaron (Num. 14:1-4). 
But we often fail to consider the reaction of Israel 
toward Joshua and Caleb when they opposed the 
evil report and courageously stood on God’s side.

And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh, which were of them 
that searched the land, rent their clothes: 
And they spake unto all the company of 
the children of Israel, saying, The land, 
which we passed through to search it, is an 
exceeding good land. If the Lord delight in 
us, then he will bring us into this land, and 

give it us; a land which floweth with milk 
and honey. Only rebel not ye against the 
Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; 
for they are bread for us: their defense is 
departed from them, and the Lord is with 
us: fear them not. But all the congregation 
bade stone them with stones. (Num 14:6-10)

Joshua and Caleb not only opposed the negative words 
of their fellow spies, or even the negative reaction of the 
people, but they stood courageously in the face of death!

While we may never face the threat of being 
s toned to  death ,  we  ne ver theless  must  b e 
strong and courageous (Josh. 1:6-7) to stand in 
a world so openly opposed to the truth of God.

We must courageously stand on the truth of the 
infallibility and inspiration of the Bible. One of the 
most frequent attacks against the Bible is that it cannot 
be infallible. The argument is as follows: “Since the Bible 
was written by men, and since man is not infallible, 
then the Bible is not infallible.” Such opposers to the 
Bible refuse to acknowledge the Bible’s inspiration. Paul 
wrote,  "All scripture is given by inspiration of God" 
(2 Tim. 3:16). To the Corinthians Paul affirmed, 

Now we [inspired men] have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God (1 Cor. 2:12). 

Throughout the Old Testament we learn that the prophets 
spoke, not their own words, but the words of God  
(Jer. 1:9-10; 2 Sam. 23:2; 1 Pt. 1:11). Thus Peter affirmed, 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of  the scr ipture is  of  any private 
interpretation. For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pt. 1:20-21).

If the Bible was a production of man it would be just 
to say it is infallible. It the Bible was the production of 
man the fallibility and error contained therein would no 
doubt be easily shown! But the Bible is not a production 
of man! It is the verbally, plenary, infallible, inspired 
Word of God that lights our paths (Ps. 119:105), guides 
our steps (Jer. 10:23) and keeps us from sin (Ps. 119:11). 
If we will but have the courage to stand on the truth 
of the infallibility of God’s inspired word we will not 
only change our lives but the lives of those around us.

We must courageously stand on the truth of the one 
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What It Means to Be a Prophet
Justin Rogers

The term “prophet” and its cognates occur over 
500 times in the Bible. In both the Old and New 
Testaments, prophets are routinely featured 

as sources of divine instruction and motivation. 
The regularity with which the Bible uses the term 
“prophet” stands in contrast to its relative infrequency 
in contemporary Christianity. But that is changing.

A number of traditions and individuals are starting 

to adopt the term “prophet,” especially in reference to 
their preachers. Without necessarily claiming divine 
inspiration, they insist the term “prophet” is really no 
different than “preacher.” Perhaps we bear some blame 
for the misunderstanding. For years we have said a 
prophet is either a foreteller or a forthteller. While the 
practice of foretelling might imply divine inspiration, 
the practice of forthtelling does not. By this latter 
definition, “prophet” becomes a mere synonym for 
“preacher.” Maybe we should shape our definition 
and revisit exactly what Scripture means by “prophet.”

The Greek term prophētēs, from which we get the 
English word “prophet,” is defined in the standard lexicon 
as “one who speaks for a god and interprets his will to 
man.”1 This definition also holds for nāvî’, the Hebrew 
word translated “prophet” (e.g., Exodus 7:1). In other 
words, the prophet puts into words what God is thinking 
and thus stands in a position superior to other people 
(Numbers 12:6; Deuteronomy 34:10). Consequently, 
the prophet is equipped by inspiration to declare what 
God has not made plain (1 Samuel 9:9; 2 Kings 3:11).

One can observe in Scripture the primary 
responsibility of prophets is to declare the word 
of God. Sometimes they predict future events  
(e.g., Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2), and sometimes they preach 
a contemporary message (e.g., Jonah 3:4; Nahum 1:2-3). 
But they are always inspired. This is evident not only 
from explicit statements, such as “the word of the LORD 
came to …” (e.g., Jeremiah 2:1; Ezekiel 17:11), but also 
from later reflections on the prophets’ work (2 Peter 
1:20-21). The prophet themselves were aware of their 
inspiration. David recognized it when he wrote, “The 
Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my 
tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2 ESV). Biblical prophets operated 
under God’s direct inspiration, and they knew it.

Since the “faith” was “once for all delivered” in the 
first century (Jude 3) and since God granted to the first 
Christian generation “all things that pertain to life and 
godliness” (2 Peter 1:3), God has no more revelation 
to give. And since prophets must operate under 
divine inspiration and direct inspiration has ceased, 
“prophets,” in the biblical sense, cannot exist today.

1. Henry George Liddel, Robert Scott, and Henry Stuart Jones, 
Greek-English Lexicon, 9th ed.with revised supplement (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1996), 1540.

The Forest Hill News, Forest Hill Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, April 
30, 2019.
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church. In a country where “offensive” speech is strongly 
condemned by popular culture, and a spirit of “let’s just 
agree to disagree” or “we’re all going to the same place 
just taking different roads to get there,” dominates the 
religious mindset it takes a great measure of courage to 
stand on the truth of the one church. An examination 
of the origins and doctrines of the Catholics, Lutherans, 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
and all other Protestant denominations and/or 
Evangelical sects that have spawned from the corrupt 
seed of manmade tradition, and it is evident that none 
individually nor all collectively represent the New 
Testament church! Jesus said “I will build my church” 
— singular (Mt. 16:18). Paul instructed that the body 
of Christ is the church of Christ and that there is “one 
body” (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; 5:23). The Lord adds to the 
church those who obediently obey the gospel (Acts 2:47) 
and there is no ecclesiastical assortment of religious 
bodies from which He chooses! There is one church and 
the saved are added to that one church — the church for 
which Jesus shed His blood, which originated according 
to the eternal purposes and prophecies of God, and 
which follows the pattern and doctrine of apostolic 
teaching. In the religious climate of our society it takes 
great courage to stand on the truth of the one church!

Joshua and Caleb were game changers because they 
courageously stood when the majority spoke against 
God and against His promises. So courageous were 
these men of faith that they were willing (and able!) 
to stand when their life was in jeopardy. These men 
became game changers in Israel. If we will follow 
their example and courageously stand with God we 
can also make a difference for God’s people today. -
The Midtown Messenger, Midtown Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
February 17, 2019.
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Teresa Williams will have surgery for Thyroid Cancer on   
 Tuesday, December 3rd at Seton Main.
 Bud Wade will begin tests and cancer treatments in San   
 Antonio this week.
 Health Concerns:  Mark DeAvila, Lucile Johnson,  
 Diana Rodriguez, Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Angela Young, Jo Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Lee Barr, Rodney Boes,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet,  Bill Ellison,  Bonnie Gomer, 
   CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, June Lee, Pearce & Connor Lewis,  
   Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds, Cynthia Puente,  
   Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


