
That you may Know... 

Cody Westbrook
(I John 5:13)

In five short chapters of 1 John, the word “know” or one 
of its derivatives is found thirty-eight times. Indeed, the 
concept of knowledge was extremely important to the 

apostle of love, as he dealt with the Gnostics and their claim 
to superior knowledge. Their claims were heartbreaking 
and concerning to the first century church. No doubt it 
was a threat to their faith. So, John wanted his readers to 
have a complete and firm conviction. He wanted them to 
know that they knew that they knew the truth, and be able 
to distinguish it from error. This confidence was critical for 
the church in the first century, as it is for you and me today. 

One of the many passages in the book that 
reference knowledge is 1 John 5:13. John says, 

These things I have written unto you 
who believe in the name of the Son of 
God; that you may know that you have 
eternal life, and that you may continue to 
believe on the name of the Son of God. 

This, along with 1 John 1:4 and 2:1, is one of the 
three purpose passages of the book. Of the phrase 
“that you may know,” Marvin Vincent said, “not 
perceive, but know with settled and absolute knowledge”  
(c.f. John 2:24). God wants us to have “settled and 
absolute knowledge” that we have eternal life. But, 
how is this possible. By combining the thoughts of  
1 John 1:4; 2:1; and 5:13 we have a clear and practical answer. 

In 1 John 2:1 John wrote, “My little children, these things 
I write to you, so that you may sin…” John did not want his 
readers to view sin as a normal or acceptable way of life. 
Instead, he wanted them to avoid it at all cost. Paul’s question 
in Romans 6:1-2 comes to mind, “Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who 

died to sin, live any longer in it?” But, how can we be 
sure to avoid sin? John has already told us in 1 John 1:7—

But if we walk in the light, as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
h i s  S on  c l e ans es  us  f rom a l l  s in . 

To “walk in the light” is to live a life of faithful obedience to the 
will of God. So, if I am walking in the light, I will avoid living 
in sin because God directs my conduct through His word. 

The purpose passage that summarizes the point is  
1 John 1:4 where John wrote, “And these things we write 
to you, that your joy may be full.” God never has intended 
for His people to wander aimlessly through life with no 
hope and no confidence that they are pleasing Him, or 
preparing themselves to be with Him in eternity. John 
referenced this in 1 John 3:19 when he said, “And by this 
we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
hearts before him.” We “know that we are of the truth” 
and we know that we have eternal life by knowing that 
we are faithfully obeying our Father. This confidence 
produces joy. Peter referred to it as “joy inexpressible 
and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). Paul said “and the peace of 
God which surpasses all understanding will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). My 
joy is full and overflowing when I know that Heaven will 
be a reality for me because I am faithful to the Father.  
If I walk in the light (1 John 1:7) I will abstain from sin  
(1 John 2:2). If I abstain from sin (1 John 2:2) I can know 
that I have eternal life (1 John 5:13). And, when I know that 
I have eternal life (1 John 5:13) my joy is full (1 John 1:4). 

SW



Page 2                                                                                                                                      The Southwesterner November 24,  2019

Concern about the Covenant 
Kevin W. Rhodes 

The LORD’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7, 
with all its dynastic implications, dominated 
Israel’s interpretation of their status and their 

understanding of the future of the kingdom, for 
there it records the LORD’s commitment to the king, 

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with 
your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, 
who will come from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. He shall build a house 
for My name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. I will be his Father, and 
he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I 
will chasten him with the rod of men and with 
the blows of the sons of men (2 Sam. 7:12-14). 

In this they rightly discerned the promise of an enduring 
dynasty built on a unique relationship; however, 
like their interpretation of the seed promise, they 
focused so much on the physical that the spiritual 
import of the promise escaped them. Therefore, 
when a descendant of Ethan the Ezrahite penned  
Psalm 89, he struggled to comprehend the meaning of 
this promise of an eternal throne (Psa. 89:1- 37) with 
the events in Israel’s history that led to the seeming end 
of dynastic rule (Psa. 89:38- 52). And yet, through it all, 
confidence in the faithfulness of God reigns supreme. 
An answer and resolution to the quandary existed. Of 
that the psalmist had no doubt. However, we have the 
benefit of reading the psalm from hindsight, but in 
doing so, we can see the beauty of God’s faithfulness 
as it unfolded in Israel’s history to extend even to us. 

The LORD made a covenant with David on that 
day, and the faithfulness of God Himself secured it  
(Psa. 89:1-4). From the beginning, God had cared for 
His people and provided for their well-being, thus His 
record of faithfulness deserves praise and should build 
confidence (Psa. 89:5-7). Through His might He delivered 
Israel when no one else could, parting the Red Sea and 
defeating the might of Egypt, ultimately leading Israel to 
the promised land in proof of His character (Psa. 89:8-
14). Throughout their early days, the LORD consistently 
rose to protect Israel when they called out to Him (Psa. 
89:15-18). Amidst the failures of Saul, the LORD selected 
David as the new monarch to lead his people, having 
him anointed on the basis of his character and promising 
to be with him because of the relationship they shared 
(Psa. 89:19-23). He would prove victorious and rise in 
power because God made it possible (Psa. 89:24-27). 

Do You Have What it Takes?
Clay Bond '03

The book of Proverbs gives us some of the best council 
when it comes to daily Christianity. Solomon said, 
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 

and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

The Godly life is truly the happiest and best way 
of life. God’s Word has been handed down to us to 
instruct us in this noble pursuit (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

To help us better understand the nature of the Christian 
life, the Scriptures describe it as a race in which we are 

And then came the moment of the covenant—those 
enduring words spoken provoking hope of an eternal reign  
(Psa. 89:28- 29). Even if David’s sons should fail to follow in 
their father’s footsteps, the LORD’s covenant would remain 
firm (Psa. 89:30-37). Therefore, when the LORD’s wrath 
against Judah boiled over, sending them into Babylonian 
captivity (Psa. 89:38), Israel, who had relied on the covenant 
with pride, assuming it protected them from such a fate, 
had trouble reconciling the LORD’s promise to David with 
the capture of their king and the destruction of his capital 
(Psa. 89:39-40). Rather than the envy of nations, they had 
become a reproach (Psa. 89:41). Instead of protecting 
them from their enemies, the LORD had supported the 
cause against them (Psa. 89:42-43). Thus, despite the 
covenant with David, God Himself had brought that 
dynasty to its knees in punishment for their transgressions  
(Psa. 89:44-45). However, knowing the nature of divine 
faithfulness, the psalmist asks, “How long, LORD?” 
with confidence that their punishment was temporary 
and the promise endured (Psa. 89:46). The psalmist’s 
expressed uncertainty focused on his concern on 
whether he would live to see the LORD’s wrath subside 
and evidence of that covenant renewed (Psa. 89:47- 51). 
Regardless, the covenant would endure, and for this 
the psalmist could confidently declare, “Blessed be the 
LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen” (Psa. 89:52). 
Whether he lived to see the end of captivity, we do not 
know, but his confidence in the covenant was well-
placed, because the seed of David does indeed now sit 
on an exalted throne, and His name is Jesus (Col. 3:1-2).

From Faith to Faith, Granbury Street Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
December 10, 2017.
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competitors (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). In keeping with 
the athletic theme, the writer of Hebrews encourages 
each Christian to set aside “every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). As Christians 
our goal in life must be to finish this all important race. 
I’d like to share three things that you may find helpful.

First of all, we need to Improve Our Concept of 
God. Having the proper concept of God carries us 
through this race. The last thing we need to have in 
our minds is that God hates us, or that He wants us to 
fail so He can condemn us to be eternally lost. A false 
concept of God kept a whole generation of Israelites 
from entering the Promised Land. The idea that God 
was against them sealed their fate and can also withhold 
God’s great blessings from us (Hebrews 3:17-19). 

G o d  l ov e s  u s  a n d  w a nt s  u s  t o  b e  s av e d  
(1 Thessalonians 5:9; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9). 
He isn’t looking for ways to trip us up, nor is He 
trying to entice us to sin so that He can punish us  
(James 1:12). It is not God’s desire to see His children 
do a face plant on the race track of life. The Scriptures 
declare boldly that God is for us (Romans 8:31). 

The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down: for the LORD upholdeth 
him with his hand (Psalms 37:23-24). 

Not only is He our help and guide as we face 
the challenges of life, He is the One who lifts us 
u p  i n  o u r  i n e v i t a b l e  m o m e nt s  o f  f a i l u r e . 

A second thing that helps us to finish the Christian 
race is to Renew Our Confidence. It takes confidence to 
live as a Christian. Satan has a dual purpose in mind here. 
First, he wants to convince us that we don’t have what it 
takes to be faithful. If that doesn’t work, plan B is to get us 
to put our confidence in ourselves. This is what many of 
the Christians at Laodicea did. They said, “I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing” (Revelation 
3:17). Being over confident in ourselves leads to a state 
of independence from God. We could call this self-
dependence. This reliance on our own righteousness leads 
to spiritual failure. Being overconfident in self is actually 
a misplaced faith which causes unfaithfulness toward 
God. The source of spiritual failure for many is simply an 
over confidence in self and a lack of confidence in God! 

Renewing confidence is trusting that “the LORD 
shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from 
being taken” (Proverbs 3:26). When our confidence 
is in the Lord we understand that He will help us 

overcome anything that gets in our way as we run the 
Christian race. He is the one who keeps us from falling 
and presents us “faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). Renewal happens day 
by day as we grow in the knowledge of God’s Word  
(2 Corinthians 4:16; Colossians 3:10). Renewing our 
confidence allows us to approach life with boldness and do all 
things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).

Finally, we can finish the Christian race by Improving 
Our Commitment. No matter how committed we 
are there’s always room for improvement. We are 
supposed to be “fervent in spirit; serving the Lord”  
(Romans 12:11). If we are NOT totally committed to 
serving the Lord, we will find it hard, perhaps impossible, 
to be faithful to Him. Who then is a faithful and wise 
servant? The one whom the Lord finds doing when He 
comes (Matthew 24:45). A Christian who is totally 
committed is not going to give in to discouragement 
and distraction. He’s going to finish his race like the 
Apostle Paul, whose commitment to live for Christ every 
day enabled him to finish his course (Philippians 1:21;  
2 Timothy 4:7). If you want to finish your race, commit 
to grow in your knowledge of God’s word (2 Peter 3:18).

As you improve your concept of God, you will find that 
you desire to know more about Him. As you learn who 
God truly is, your confidence as you run the Christian 
race will be renewed. As you run hard toward the finish 
line, you will find yourself becoming more and more 
committed to serving Christ (Philippians 3:13-14).

This marathon is not easy, nor is it free of challenges 
and hurdles. There is much for us to overcome. At 
times we will get tripped up. We may even fall, but we 
have to get back on our feet and keep pressing toward 
that finish line (Philippians 3:14). The wise man said, 
“For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again” 
(Proverbs 24:16). No matter what challenges we face, 
the determination that we can do this in Christ is what 
keeps us faithful until the end (Revelation 2:10).We have 
to be resolute that when we fall we are going to get back 
up and finish what we started. He has what it takes to 
carry you through the race. Do you have what it takes?

The Defender, Mt. Vernon Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, December 
24, 2017.
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Morning Assembly ...............................................................199
Evening Assembly ................................................................160
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Morning Assembly ............................................................. N/A
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Angela & Lane Young will be going to Cedars-Sinai Hospital  
 in Los Angeles next month where Angela will enter a treatment  
 program for her chronic migraines.
 Health Concerns:  Mark DeAvila, Lucile Johnson,  
 Diana Rodriguez, Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Angela Young, Jo Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Lee Barr, Rodney Boes,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet,  Bill Ellison,  Bonnie Gomer, 
   CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, June Lee, Pearce & Connor Lewis,  
   Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds, Cynthia Puente,  
   Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


