
Why be a Christian
Clay Bond

In Isaiah 62:1-2, Jehovah God promised to give His 
people a new name. We see this promise fulfilled in 
the book of Acts when those who obeyed the gospel 

were called Christians (Acts 11:26; 26:28). Sadly, this 
divinely bestowed title has been traded in for sectarian 
designations given by men, many of which are not 
found in Scripture and serve only to divide. Jesus said, 
“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 
indeed” (John 8:31). The Lord has invited each of us 
to come to Him and yoke ourselves to His teaching 
(Matthew 11:28- 30). Why should you be a Christian?

Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). This 
dark world needs the light of Jesus Christ reflected 
by His followers (Philippians 2:15; 1 Timothy 4:12). 
Everyone who wears the name of Christ should strive 
to be kind, compassionate, selfless, benevolent, holy, 
loving, peaceable, hardworking, honest, pure and 
gentle. You should become a Christian so you can 
have the greatest impact on the world around you.

Next, the Holy Spirit compares Christianity to an 
athletic event. In sports, most athletes will step up 
to a challenge and give their very best when they are 
competing for a prize or a title. Did you know that it’s 
no different in the spiritual realm? In speaking of the 
Christian race Paul said, “know ye not that they which 
run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, 
that ye may obtain” (1 Corinthians 9:24). Christianity 
takes even more determination and discipline than 
Olympic athletes display! You should become a 
Christian in order to rise to the highest challenge.

Lastly, the best reason to become a Christian is seen 
in 1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons 
of God.” As God’s children we can approach His throne 
of grace for help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16). We 
can draw near to Him in every circumstance and know 
that He will draw near to us (James 4:8). Our Father has 
invited us to cast our cares upon Him and assured us that 
He cares (1 Peter 5:7). You should become a Christian so 
you can enjoy an intimate relationship with your Creator.

If you have not been born again, you are not yet part 
of the family of God, but you can become a follower of 
Jesus Christ by obeying His gospel (John 3:5; Galatians 
3:27; Acts 2:47; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:3). 
Would you like to wear the most powerful name, 
influence your family, community and world for good 
and aim for the highest of all goals? Come be a Christian.

For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and  
for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy 
righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou shalt be called by a new name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name (Isaiah 62:1-2).
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“How To Sear Your Conscience”
John Baker

Scripture is filled with warnings concerning our 
conscience. Jeremiah spoke about his people 
having, “forgotten how to blush” (Jer. 8:12). 

Further, he said that when wickedness was done 
in Israel, “my people love to have it so” (Jer. 5:31). 
Paul speaks of those who, “suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness” and therefore do not pay attention 
to God’s will (Rom. 1:18). Later, Paul again mentions 
people who had spent so much time in sin that they 
were, “past feeling” (Eph. 4:19). Jesus Himself spoke 
of those whose, “hearts have grown dull, their ears 
hard of hearing, and their eyes closed” (Matt. 13:15). 

All those passages point to one frightening truth: it is 
possible for people to get to a point where sin no longer 
pricks our conscience and causes us to feel guilty (hence 
the term, “seared” — 1 Tim. 4:2). When we become numb 
to the presence of sin, it becomes impossible to please God 
(Rom. 8:8). How do people often sear their consciences? 

Procrastination — When Felix heard the Gospel, 
he told Paul, “When I have a more convenient time I 
will call for you” (Acts 24:25). One would-be disciple 
told Jesus, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father” 
(Lk. 9:59). Seems like everybody could come up with 
an excuse for not obeying God today. The result of 
hearing and not doing God’s will is self-deception 
(Jas. 1:22). How can we afford to procrastinate when 
we have no future time promised us (1 Thess. 5:2)? 

Rationalizations — Rationalization is the art 
of making what we know to be wrong seem right. 
“Well, I lied, but it was for her own good.” “I know 
God says it’s wrong, but doesn’t He want me to be 
happy?” “I know it’s wrong, but I’ll do it and ask 
forgiveness later on…” Rationalization is one of the 
fastest and most efficient ways to sear our conscience. 

Compromise — Christians are commanded to, “have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them” (Eph. 5:11). However, when standing 
for what is right might make us a little uncomfortable, 
the temptation is often to compromise what God’s word 
says for what will seemingly make life a little easier. It’s 
frightening how fast one compromise: “It won’t hurt if 
we just sleep in on one Sunday” can become a habit. 

Apathy — Many people are seared by spiritual 
inactivity and lethargy. From the outside, they may 
appear to be “good” people, but the word of God has 

no noticeable effect on their growth and development, 
spiritually speaking. This is a great concern, for God’s 
word commands us to grow (2 Pet. 3:18), and be 
transformed (Rom. 12:1-2). Jesus said that those who hear 
His words and fail to do them are foolishly building their 
spiritual houses on a foundation of sand (Matt. 7:24-27). 

Pride — Another way to sear our conscience is to 
hold so strongly to our own beliefs and opinions that we 
cannot be instructed by God’s word. This is exactly what 
the Pharisees did; they set up traditions and elevated 
them to the same status as God’s word (Matt. 15:7-9). 
When their beliefs were challenged by Jesus, they proudly 
held on to what someone else had taught them. May we 
always take care to be teachable, not proud and stubborn. 

Levity (Laughter) — Many a conscience has 
been seared while distracted by laughter. The very 
context that mentions people being past feeling  
(Eph. 4:18-19) also speaks of “coarse jesting”  
(Eph. 5:4). Is it possible in our entertainment culture 
that Christians are, in the words of one author, 
“amusing themselves to death?” When a child 
of God begins to laugh at sin, his conscience is 
often being seared without his knowledge. May 
God help us to be as as sensitive to sin as He is!

The Messenger, the Maud Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, October 15, 
2017.

SW

Selfishness 
D.J. Stucky '16

In Genesis 38, Judah married and had three sons. 
His oldest son married Tamar, but was slain 
because of his wickedness. Onan was told to 

marry Tamar and provide an heir for his brother. He 
married Tamar, but refused to provide an heir, and 
he was slain by God (Gen. 38:1-11). Judah asked 
Tamar to stay so she could marry his youngest son, 
Shelah. When the time came, Judah did not uphold 
the deal. After Judah’s wife died, Tamar dressed as 
a harlot to seduce Judah. She conceived as a result.  
(Gen. 38:11-19). When her pregnancy was discovered, 
Judah was quick to condemn until Tamar provided 
evidence that he was the father (Gen. 38:20-26). Though 
this family was in turmoil, we can learn from their mistakes.



November 17,  2019 The Southwesterner Page 3     

“It Doesn’t Count” 
Steve Higginbotham

On August 8, 1988, the Chicago Cubs played 
the first ever night game at Wrigley Field. For 
nearly 60 years, other teams were playing at 

First, we must fulfill our responsibilities to others, 
even at personal cost. Onan wanted the benefits of 
being married to Tamar without the responsibility. He 
knew that any children she bore would not be his but 
would carry on the name of his brother (Deut. 25:5). 
This meant that Onan’s inheritance would not belong to 
his family alone, but would have to be shared. Lust and 
selfishness motivated Onan’s actions, and that is why 
he was destroyed. We must set aside personal desires 
and be concerned with helping others, because our 
responsibility is to do good to all (Gal. 6:10, Phil. 2:4).

We also learn we cannot make allowances for sin, even 
in distress. Judah yearned for comfort after losing his 
wife. However, that did not give him the right to seek a 
harlot. When we are emotional, it becomes more difficult 
to think clearly. Recovering addicts often lapse when 
they are under high stress. When we are emotionally 
compromised, our pet sins become even more enticing. 
Sin is like a drug. We do it because it feels good in the 
moment, but in the long term it is deadly (Rom. 6:23, 1 
Jn. 2:15-17). Satan knows this tendency and will exploit 
it (1 Pet. 5:8), just like Tamar exploited Judah in his 
mourning. Instead of running to the false comfort of 
sin when we are emotionally distressed, we must run 
to the Lord, because He truly cares for us (1 P et. 5:6-7).

Finally, we must be consistent in judgment. Judah was 
quick to condemn Tamar, though he was guilty of the 
same sin. We may look down on Judah, but how often do 
we act the same? How often do we apply the scriptures to 
denominations and non-Christians but fail to apply them 
to ourselves? There are many things we can condemn 
in our society, but if we too are participating in them, 
we are just as guilt y as they (Rom. 1:32, Gal. 5:19- 21).

Judah’s family was a mess because of sinful 
behavior. If we want our families to experience a 
better life, then we must learn from the mistakes of 
our predecessors, striving to obey the will of God.

From Faith to Faith, Granbury Street Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
December 10, 2017.
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night and were seeing a huge increase in attendance 
and revenue. So on August 8, 1988, the Chicago Cubs 
finally hosted their first night game under the lights. 

However, if you look at the record books, you will 
see that the first night game at Wrigley Field was not 
played on August 8, 1988, but on August 9, 1988. Why 
the discrepancy? Because the first game didn’t count. 
It was rained out in the fourth inning. So while the 
players played and fans cheered at Wrigley field on 
August 8, what they were doing that night didn’t count. 

I can’t help but think of how many spiritual 
app l i c at i on s  t h i s  h i s t or i c a l  t i d b i t  p a c k s . 
• Consider how many people eat the Lord’s Supper 
each week, but fail to remember Jesus while doing so. 
No one can deny they attempted to memorialize Jesus, 
but their attempt “didn’t count” (1 Corinthians 6:27). 
• Consider how many people sit on a pew and 
respectfully bow their heads in prayer, but their 
lives are full of hidden sins. While an attempt 
was made to pray, it “didn’t count” (James 5:16). 
• Consider how many hymns are sung by people 
who give no thought to the words they are singing 
because they’re more concerned about the musical 
notation and aesthetics. While an attempt at praise 
was made, it “didn’t count” (Ephesians 5:19). 
• Consider how many people are “baptized,” 
but through a mode or for reasons that are not 
au t h o r i z e d .  W h i l e  a n  a t t e mp t  w a s  m a d e 
in such cases, “it didn’t count” (Romans 6:17). 
• Consider how many good works are done to 
be “seen of men.” While no one would deny the 
works helped the recipients, it “didn’t count” for 
the one doing the works (1 Corinthians 13:3). 

On August 8, 1988 the players played just as hard as 
they did on August 9, 1988. On August 8, 1988, the fans 
cheered just as enthusiastically as they did on August 9, 
1988. Yet, in spite of their efforts and feelings, the game 
on August 8, 1988 didn’t count because of the rules. 

Likewise friends, the religion of Jesus has rules. 
If we want to be pleasing to God, more is required 
of us than just “doing” and “feeling;” we must “do” 
and “feel” according to the rules (2 Timothy 2:5). 

The Messenger, the Maud Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, October 15, 
2017.
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Please Remember in Prayer: 

 Steve, Lori Barr & Richard Dent in the loss of Lori's father,   
 Sonny Barr last Wednesday. Memorial Services will be this   
 Saturday, November 23 in Killen, Alabama.
 Kyle Holt will have laser eye surgery on both eyes Monday,   
 November 17.
 Jon & Caroline Little have moved to Ledgestone Assisted   
 Living, Room 102 and would love visitors. 
 Ronald Adkisson, brother of Phyllis Smith is now in a nursing  
 home in Georgia.
 Ada Fleming, former Southwest member, passed away Friday, 
 November 15th. Visitation will be 6-8 pm Tuesday, 
 November19th at Cook Walden/Capital Memorial Park, 
 Pflugerville. Services will be held at 11 am Wednesday,  
 November 20th at Westside church of Christ in Round Rock.

Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Health Concerns:  Mark DeAvila,  
 Lucile Johnson, Diana Rodriguez,  
 Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Angela Young, Jo Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen,  
 Rosemary Garrett, Jon Little, Bobby Johnson,  
 Elvira Martinez, Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Lee Barr, Rodney Boes,  
   Olivia Carson,  Caleb Crouchet, Bill Ellison,   
   Bonnie Gomer, CK Holt, Deborah Hoover,  
   June Lee, Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds,   
   Cynthia Puente, Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook,    
   Gib Young.


