
Psalm 100: Giving Honor to God
Cody Westbrook

How do you view God? Think carefully about 
how you answer that question because your 
answer determines your response. There are 

many people in the world who have a distorted view 
of God and therefore respond to Him in a completely 
unacceptable fashion. For example, there are some who 
live lives of complete, open, and unmistakable rebellion 
against the Lord, yet when they die their friends and 
loved ones adamantly declare that they have “gone to a 
better place.”  The obvious implication is that a person 
can dishonor Jehovah by the way that they live and still 
go to Heaven in spite of it. What does that say about 
their view of God? Is He really a God that would look 
so carelessly upon how we live that He would reward 
unrighteousness? Indeed not. Psalm 100 is just one 
of many passages that tell us something about the 
character of God, and how we should respond to Him.  

The Psalmist tells us three things about God in verse 
5: (1) He is good, (2) He is merciful, and (3) He is true. 
• His goodness refers to His graciousness and 

benevolence. To be sure, God is a good God, 
and we are all beneficiaries of that goodness. He 
has provided us with more than we need both 
spiritually and physically. Therefore the Psalmist 
wrote, “Oh that men would give thanks to the 
Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men” (Ps. 107:8). 

• God’s mercy has to do with His compassion for the 
miserable and steadfast love for His creation. “The 
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who fear Him…” (Ps. 103:17). Jeremiah 
said, “Through the Lord’s mercies that we are not 

consumed, because His compassions fail not” 
(Lam. 3:22). How great is the mercy of our God? 
Surely it is beyond the scope of our comprehension.  

• That God is true speaks to His firmness, steadfastness, 
and faithfulness. Moses said, “Therefore know that the 
Lord your God, he is God, the faithful God, who keeps 
covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with 
those who love him and keep his commandments” 
(Deut. 7:9). Our God is true and faithful. His 
word is absolutely true (John 17:17) and we may 
confidently depend on Him (Titus 1:2; Heb. 10:23).

How shou ld  we  resp ond  to  a  G o d  w ho 
is good, merciful, and true? The first four verses 
of the psalm describe four proper reactions.
• Worship with joy (verse 1). When we worship we give 

honor and homage to God because He is worthy. 
We should long for that opportunity (Ps. 84:1-3) 
and be glad for it (Ps. 122:1). The great God that we 
serve deserves to be exalted with hearts full of joy! 

• Serve with gladness (verse 2). Because of all that our 
God has done for us we should desire to do all that 
we can for Him (Ps. 128:4). The Psalmist calls for 
us not only to serve the Lord, but also to do it with 
gladness. Israel was warned that serving the Lord 
without gladness would result in punishment (Deut. 
28:47). Surely the God who has willingly given us 
everything is worthy of our giving Him everything. 

• Know the Lord (verse 3). So many people claim to 
“know the Lord,” but how many really understand 
what it means? To know the Lord in the way that the 
Psalmist suggests is much more than just knowing 
facts about Him, it is an intimate knowledge of who 
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He is. That can only come through gaining knowledge 
of His will. Paul said the more we know about God’s 
will, the more we know about Him (Col. 1:9-11).  The 
more time we spend getting know God the closer we 
will be to Him. In this we should glory (Jer. 9:23-24).

• Be thankful (verse 4). Paul said, “In everything give 
thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). This fact should be 
a given, but unfortunately for many it is not. Why is 
it that so often it is easy for us to ask for something 
but so difficult for us to be thankful when we receive 
it? God not only wants us to be thankful, He deserves 
it. The ultimate expression of thanksgiving is a 
life lived to His glory in accordance with His will. 

How do you view God? This is one of the most important 
questions that we could ever ask, because our view of 
Him in this life will determine where we spend the next. 
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Doing Right in God’s Eyes 
Brian R. Kenyon

The darkest days in the history of Israel were 
the days of the Judges. The period of Judges 
lasted for 450 years, and the people persisted 

in sin throughout those four and a half centuries 
(Acts 13:19-21). The Book of Judges has a cycle within 
it that is repeated continuously: Israel sinned; they 
were oppressed by their enemies; they cried out to 
God for deliverance; and then God sent a deliverer 
(judge) to the rescue. The key theme in the Book of 
Judges is, “In those days there was no king in Israel, 
but every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Judg. 17:6; 21:25). No wonder the time was so 
dark for the people of God; there was no leadership, 
and everyone did what he or she thought was right. 

There are many today who want to live by this 
philosophy, but this is a deadly motto to adopt. When 
people are left to themselves and reject the counsel of 
God, things often get worse, not better. Man is not wise 
enough to direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23). There is a 
way that seems right, but that way leads to destruction  
(Prov. 14:12; 16:25). Even trying to build a home without 
the Lord’s help is an exercise in futility (Psa. 127:1). Never 
mind what is right in the eyes of man, but instead, we 

should be concerned with what is right in the Lord’s eyes. 
God has communicated to humanity what is 

right in His eyes. He does this through His Word  
(Psa. 119:33-34). We need our eyes opened so we 
can see things the way God wants (Psa. 119:18). 
Human understanding is often faulty, but if we trust 
in the Lord, He will direct our paths (Prov. 3:5-6). 
The world thinks that doing what is right means that 
we approve of every behavior and praise sin, but God 
says we must call evil exactly what it is and never cast 
approval on it (Isa. 5:20; Rom. 1:32). Some think it 
does not matter how we worship God as long as we 
are sincere, but God is looking for those who worship 
in spirit and according to the truth (John 4:23-24; 
17:17). Many teach that truth cannot be known for 
sure, but Jesus assured us that we can not only know 
the truth, but that the truth will liberate us (John 8:32). 

The days of the judges were dark. They were filled 
with murder, immorality and wickedness. The sad 
thing about the days of the judges was not simply that 
it was a sinful time, but that it was an extremely sinful 
time for God’s people. Whenever we use the world’s 
bifocals and do what is right in our own eyes, we can 
expect darkness, destruction and despair. Yet, when 
we do what is right in the eyes of God, we will have 
victory, triumph and His approval. Moses told Israel, 
“And you shall do what is right and good in the sight 
of the Lord, that it may go well with you” (Deut. 6:18).

4th & Stewart church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, September 29, 2019.
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Concern about the Covenant 
Kevin W. Rhodes 

The LORD’s promise to David in 2 Samuel 7, 
with all its dynastic implications, dominated 
Israel’s interpretation of their status and their 

understanding of the future of the kingdom, for 
there it records the LORD’s commitment to the king, 

When your days are fulfilled and you rest 
with your fathers, I will set up your seed 
after you, who will come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
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I will be his Father, and he shall be My 
son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten 
him with the rod of men and with the 
blows of the sons of men (2 Sam. 7:12-14). 

In this they rightly discerned the promise of an 
enduring dynasty built on a unique relationship; 
however, like their interpretation of the seed promise, 
they focused so much on the physical that the spiritual 
import of the promise escaped them. Therefore, when 
a descendant of Ethan the Ezrahite penned Psalm 
89, he struggled to comprehend the meaning of this 
promise of an eternal throne (Psa. 89:1- 37) with the 
events in Israel’s history that led to the seeming end of 
dynastic rule (Psa. 89:38- 52). And yet, through it all, 
confidence in the faithfulness of God reigns supreme. 
An answer and resolution to the quandary existed. Of 
that the psalmist had no doubt. However, we have the 
benefit of reading the psalm from hindsight, but in 
doing so, we can see the beauty of God’s faithfulness 
as it unfolded in Israel’s history to extend even to us. 

The LORD made a covenant with David on that 
day, and the faithfulness of God Himself secured it  
(Psa. 89:1-4). From the beginning, God had cared for 
His people and provided for their well-being, thus 
His record of faithfulness deserves praise and should 
build confidence (Psa. 89:5-7). Through His might He 
delivered Israel when no one else could, parting the 
Red Sea and defeating the might of Egypt, ultimately 
leading Israel to the promised land in proof of His 
character (Psa. 89:8-14). Throughout their early days, 
the LORD consistently rose to protect Israel when 
they called out to Him (Psa. 89:15-18). Amidst the 
failures of Saul, the LORD selected David as the new 
monarch to lead his people, having him anointed on 
the basis of his character and promising to be with him 
because of the relationship they shared (Psa. 89:19-23). 
He would prove victorious and rise in power because 
God made it possible (Psa. 89:24-27). And then 
came the moment of the covenant—those enduring 
words spoken provoking hope of an eternal reign  
(Psa. 89:28- 29). Even if David’s sons should fail to 
follow in their father’s footsteps, the LORD’s covenant 
would remain firm (Psa. 89:30-37). Therefore, when 
the LORD’s wrath against Judah boiled over, sending 
them into Babylonian captivity (Psa. 89:38), Israel, 
who had relied on the covenant with pride, assuming it 
protected them from such a fate, had trouble reconciling 
the LORD’s promise to David with the capture of their 
king and the destruction of his capital (Psa. 89:39-40). 

Rather than the envy of nations, they had become a 
reproach (Psa. 89:41). Instead of protecting them from 
their enemies, the LORD had supported the cause 
against them (Psa. 89:42-43). Thus, despite the covenant 
with David, God Himself had brought that dynasty 
to its knees in punishment for their transgressions  
(Psa. 89:44-45). However, knowing the nature of divine 
faithfulness, the psalmist asks, “How long, LORD?” 
with confidence that their punishment was temporary 
and the promise endured (Psa. 89:46). The psalmist’s 
expressed uncertainty focused on his concern on 
whether he would live to see the LORD’s wrath subside 
and evidence of that covenant renewed (Psa. 89:47- 51). 
Regardless, the covenant would endure, and for this 
the psalmist could confidently declare, “Blessed be the 
LORD forevermore! Amen and Amen” (Psa. 89:52). 
Whether he lived to see the end of captivity, we do not 
know, but his confidence in the covenant was well-
placed, because the seed of David does indeed now sit 
on an exalted throne, and His name is Jesus (Col. 3:1-2).

From Faith to Faith, Granbury Street Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
December 10, 2017.

SW



Record for the Week of November 10, 2019
Bible Class .............................................................................147
Morning Assembly ...............................................................213
Evening Assembly ................................................................160
Iglesia de Cristo
Morning Assembly ............................................................. N/A
Contribution ..................................................................... $N/A

Southwest Church of Christ
8900 Manchaca Road
Austin, TX  78748-5307
512-282-2486   Fax: 512-282-5090
swcofc.org  |  office@swcofc.org

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

Manchaca, TX
Permit No. 85

 Return Service Requested

Elders:
Brett Gerhardt

Bill Siebert
Mark Speir

Preacher:
Cody Westbrook

Southwest School of Bible Studies

 Director: 
Steven Lloyd

Associate Director: 
Clay Bond

Worship and Study Opportunities: Sunday, Bible Classes 9:30 am, Worship 10:30 am and 6:00 pm
 Tuesday, 10:00 am (September-May), Men’s and Ladies’ Bible Classes | Wednesday, Bible Classes, 7:00 pm

Radio Program – The Word of Life | Sunday, 7:30 am | KLBJ, 590-AM and 99.7 FM | online at swcofc.org/word-of-life

Tuesday Morning 
Bible Classes

10:00 am
Sept-May

Please Remember in Prayer: 

 Kathy Scott & Wendy Gibson in the loss of Kathy's brother,   
 and Wendy's uncle, James Allen last week.
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