
Architectural Styles
to Look For
Often the most interesting features of our older 
buildings are around the roof levels - LOOK UP!

Eclectic . . .
is defi ned as a selection of elements from many architectural 
styles; and therefore it is impossible to determine one sure 
form. There are many fi ne Yarmouth homes that combine 
features from various styles, and blend into unique and 
interesting buildings. You will fi nd many examples of these 
on your walk.

Second Empire . . .
named after the French Second Empire 
of Napoleon III (1852 - 1870). The 
chief characteristic is the high 
mansard roof as sketched here, for 
which it is also called Mansard Style.
The sketch is No. 9 on the tour.

Greek Revival . . .
based on the use of Roman and Greek forms, in vogue in the 
early 19th century. The medium-pitched front gable is com-
mon; also a temple effect is often obtained by fl at pilasters. 
A residential example of this style is 39 Alma Street.
The Yarmouth Wool Shoppe, Main Street, No. 22 on the 
map, is of a Classic Revival style.

Queen Anne Revival . . .
mis-named after Queen Anne, but
based on country-house Elizabethan
architecture. An eclectic domestic
style popular in the 1870’s and 1880’s;
it often includes a tower and broad veranda. The sketch here 
is of No. 3 on the map. Another fi ne example of Queen Anne 
architecture is the Bishop’s Residence. No. 10.

Gothic Revival . . .
a movement in the 18th and 19th centuries to revive the 
forms of Gothic Architecture. These highly decorative build-
ings are characterized by gingerbread trim, steeply pitched 
gables and pointed - arch openings in doors and windows.
A classic example is stop number six portrayed in the sketch 
accompanying the history of Yarmouth.

Georgian . . .
so named after George I, George II, 
and George III of Great Britain 
(1714-1820); derived from classical 
forms. Characteristics are the balanced
 facade with centre doors and small-paned windows.

Ask for other Day Trip brochures at the 
Yarmouth Visitor Information Centre.

Italianate . . .
was popular in Canada around the time of Confedera-
tion (1850-70). These large, square buildings often have 
low-pitched hip roofs, with decorative brackets under wide 
eaves. The second of the three houses, No. 18 with its rope 
decoration, is an example of the Italianate style.

Vernacular . . .
refers to various styles of architecture 
based on regional forms, and which
are common in any given area. For
example in Yarmouth you will notice 
many buildings with a central doorway 
and a high gable over the door. 

 Although the Vikings may have visited the shores 
near Yarmouth around 1000 AD, the fi rst positive evidence 
of a European presence in the area was Champlain’s arrival 
in 1604 when he named Cape Forchu and explored the 
harbour. It is probable that some settlement was made in 
the surrounding countryside by the Micmacs and Acadians 
but 1761 is generally regarded as the date of the founding 
of the town.

 It was in 1761, and the following few years that 
the Yarmouth area was settled by New Englanders from 
Massachusetts. They were enticed here by the offer of free 
land grants by a government which wished to populate the 
Nova Scotian mainland with people who would be loyal 
to the Crown. Essentially they were to fi ll up the lands left 
vacant by the expelled Acadians.

 With the exception of one family which set up a 
mill at Cape Forchu Falls, (now Milton) the early settlers 
made their homesteads at Chebogue. As the population grew 
through the migration of more New Englanders, many being 
relatives and friends of the fi rst settlers, settlement moved 
steadily northward through Kelley’s Cove, Sand Beach to 
Church Hill, and Yarmouth.

 Whereas the New England settlers in the An-
napolis Valley turned to the soil to make a living, the rocky 
nature of the Yarmouth area forced local people to look 
elsewhere for a livelihood. The sea fi lled the gap - and 
more. It provided fi sh as well as a highway to transport fi sh 
to markets. The forest at the settler’s backs provided other 
trade goods in the forms of lumber as well as the materials 
with which to build their vessels.

 Being from Massachusetts, it was only natural 
that the early inhabitants should trade with Boston for the 
manufactured goods they required. Gradually this trade 
grew to include the West Indies, Saint John and Halifax. 
Typical cargoes were wood or salt fi sh to the West Indies, 
sugar, rum, molasses, or salt from the West Indies to Boston 
or Saint John, then home with manufactured goods.

 The 1870’s and 80’s were times of great prosper-
ity and growth forYarmouth. Ambitious public buildings 
such as churches and schools were built while industries 
and businesses bloomed. Cultural life and recreation were 
not forgotten - there were literary societies, musical and 
theatrical groups, and sports organizations. The wealth 
accumulated by Yarmouth’s ship-owning businessmen 
and seafarers is still in evidence today in the form of large 
elaborate houses and buildings, both in the residential areas 
of town and along the main streets. Today, you will see a 
sample of these homes and their exquisite detail.

 The shipping industry gave rise, directly and in-
directly, to a number of businesses and industries, some of 
which are still in operation. Included here were shipyards, 
boatshops, blockmaking shops and all the other segment 
industries of shipbuilding, chandelers and suppliers, repair 
facilities, shipsmiths and foundries. The foundries, which 
were initially established to provide cast iron fi ttings for 
ships, launched out into the production of many items 
including stoves and kitchen ranges. One foundry, the 
Burrill-Johnson Iron Co., even produced complicated 
marine engines, sometimes the complete vessel, and, later 
on, shells for wartime use.

 As the sailing vessel bowed out to steamers, 
Yarmouth businessmen reinvested their money. A major 
industry was established by the Yarmouth Duck and Yarn 
Company. Dominion Textiles, its descendant, was a main-
stay of the Yarmouth economy until 1991. Their impressive 
former factory, located at 234-236 Water St., is once again 
full, and houses a mixture of manufacturing businesses.

 Although greatly overshadowed by the glories 
of the square-riggers, Yarmouth’s fi shing vessels and the 
fi shing industry itself have always formed the backbone to 
Yarmouth’s prosperity. Today the industry is still of great 
importance, being the largest and richest employer in the 
area, fi shing both shellfi sh and groundfi sh.

 As the skills of shipbulding, navigation, and busi-
ness increased so did the size of Yarmouth’s fl eet, and, as 
the fl eet grew, so did the number of ports the ships and their 
Yarmouth masters visited. By 1869, there were 363 ships 
registered to Yarmouth, with a combined tonnage of 81,896 
who sailed the world. Indeed, in 1879, when Yarmouth 
reached its peak as a ship-owning port, the town was the 
second largest port of registry in Canada in terms of ton-
nage (Saint John was the leader). This was at a time when 
Canada was the fourth leading maritime nation in the world 
(behind Great Britain, the United States and Norway).

 Another of today’s major industries, the tourist 
industry, began with the creation of several steamship lines 
which operated vessels between Yarmouth and Boston. 
Freight, including blueberries and fi sh, was carried along 
with passengers. Since 1855, with the start of the Eastern 
State ferry company, Yarmouth has continuously welcomed 
thousands of visitors yearly from the United States who 
arrive via ferry. With the development of the Dominion 
Atlantic Railway in 1894, a fast service between Halifax and 
Boston/New York was established, with Yarmouth acting 
as the changeover location. Yarmouth’s tourism industry 
is directly linked to our strong shipping heritage from the 
1800’s.

 Historic buildings represent the most tangible 
evidence of a country’s history and culture. They display 
a remarkable range of unique details, individuality, 
character and pride of workmanship. They add interest, 
identity and variety to streets and neighbourhoods. When 
a building’s architecture, materials and historic character 
are preserved, they continue to convey their sense of 
history.

 Today on your walking tour you will pass by 
close to 200 sea captain’s or ship owner’s homes. Many 
still operate as single-family dwellings, although some 
function as apartments. These homes, as well as the 
architecture of the downtown, are testament to the wealth 
accumulated during the ship building era. Should you like 
to learn more about the homes you will pass by on tour 
today, you can visit either the Yarmouth County Historical 
Museum (stop #13), or you can visit several online 
historical home registries. These include the Yarmouth 
Community Heritage Registry (www.yarmouthheritage.
org) and Nova Scotia Historic Places Initiatives (www.
nshistoricplaces.ca). Should you like more general 
information on Yarmouth, please visit our local visitor 
information centre (the beginning point of this tour), or 
our website: www.YarmouthandAcadianShores.com
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1. Murray Manor, on the corner of Forest and Main St., 
was built c. 1820 for Dr. Joseph Bond (Yarmouth’s first 
doctor) in the Regency Gothic style. Notice the Gothic 
windows on the ground floor and the small windows, low 
to the floor, on the second floor. 
These windows are variously called 
“kneeling windows,” praying 
windows,” or “belly windows.” The 
thorn trees in front formed one of 
Yarmouth’s famous thorn hedges, 
the original plants having been imported from England. 

2. 17 Forest St. was built in 1855 for Rev. John Moody in 
the Gothic Revival style with vernacular features. Notice 
the circular attic windows, the gate posts, and in particular, 
the asymmetrical front. 

3. Across the street, at 22 Forest St., and slightly set-back 
is a fine example of a Shingle-style dwelling, typified by 
all over shingle cladding, a wide verandah and roof line of 
intersecting cross gables.

4. The house on the corner of Forest & William St., #64, 
was built in 1897-98 in the Victorian Eclectic style. The 
columns supporting the balcony, spiral woodwork pattern 
and small attic balconies distinguish it in Yarmouth.

5. Across the street, you will find Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church. Construction began in 1866, and the church
was consecrated in 1872. The Rev. J.R. Campbell 
designed it in the early English Gothic 
style as a small cathedral. Notice the 
stained-glass windows and the 
Gothic Revival architecture style. 
Visitors are welcome, please check 
with the parish secretary in the 
church hall.

6. Yarmouth’s finest example of a Gothic Revival home 
is located at 57 William St. It was built from 
1877-78 by Robert Eakins as one of two 
identical houses, gifts for his daughter and 
son. Notice the gables with their unique 
verge-boards, and the steeply-pitched gable 
roof. The twin house, located next door, was 
lost to fire in 1992. 

7. 56 William St. was built in 1855 by a ship owner, Hugh 
Cann, as a present for his niece on the condition that she 
add “Cann” to her name. It was built facing the garden to 
the south. Notice the steep hip roof, the “shed” dormers, 
and the shingle pattern. 

8. St. Ambrose Cathedral (Roman Catholic) is the 
cathedral of the diocese of Yarmouth. It was built in 
1889, and doubled in length in 1910. Both “towers” were 
originally higher, the left-hand one being higher than the 
roof-line, the right-hand one being of roof height. The large 
white house adjacent to the west, built in 1894, serves 
as the diocesan office. As an aside, there are eight other 
Catholic churches in Yarmouth & Acadian Shores (Hwy. 1 & 
3) that are architectural testaments to religion and wealth 
- ask at the visitor information centre for more information. 

9. At the intersection of Forest & Park St. are four must-
sees. #39 was constructed in 1889 and has a fine example 
of a cupola, sometimes called a “widow’s watch.” #41 was 
constructed in 1880, and is a fine example of the Second 
Empire style. Note the round-headed dormers with finials 
on top and the elaborate trim elements on the front tower. 
#42 was built in 1888-89 in a simple Queen Anne Revival 
style with a wraparound veranda. #44 was built around 
1876 in the Gothic Revival style. Note the decorative 
trusses in the gables, which are very rare in Yarmouth. 

10. The Yarmouth Diocese Bishop’s residence, 53 
Park St., was built in 1892 for a local 
merchant, Mr. Levi Wyman, in the 
Queen Anne Revival style. During its 
construction it was wired for electricity 
though that form of energy was not yet 
available to Yarmouth households. Notice 
the elaborate trim, the carvings below 
and the superb stained glass window on 
the north side of the house. 

11. 23 Clements St., built in 1891, is Greek Revival 
in design yet shows influence of the Queen Anne Revival 
style. A tower shaped roof on the veranda and elaborate 
woodwork add to the Victorian feel of the home.

12. Coming down Collins St., pay particular attention to 
the three large houses on the left, #s 25-21, including their 
windows, stained glass, thorn hedges and outbuildings. 
Notice the flat roof portions that give evidence of once 
present widow’s walks, often found too expensive to 
maintain. These are typical sea captain’s or ship owner’s 
houses. 

13. 22 Collins St., The Yarmouth County Museum, built 
in 1893 of Shelburne County granite in the Gothic Revival 
style,was originally the Congregational Tabernacle. The 

building became a historical museum 
in 1967, showcasing Yarmouth’s 
sea-faring past, and has the third 
largest collection of ship portraits 
in Canada on display. Stop inside 
to learn more about the ship 
owning wealth in the area. 

14. 17 Collins St., c. 1893, was 
built in the Queen Anne Revival 

style for Charles C. Richards. This is the only brick example 
of this style house in Yarmouth. Noteworthy are its ornate 
veranda, brownstone frieze under the upper windows 
and stained glass conservatory to the left. The home now 
operates as a historic B&B.  

22. Continue along Main St. noticing 
the roof lines and windows on many of the 
buildings. Notice the R.H. Davis building, 
whose owner George Lovitt (the nephew of 
John W. Lovitt - see stop #18) left his initials 
in date stone on corner window posts. The 
Woole Shoppe on the corner of Jenkins St. is 
a fine example of the mercantile application 
of Classic Revival style.

23.  Notice the large grey building on the corner of Main 
St. and Alma Sq. It was constructed from 1912-1913, and 
served as the Royal Bank of Canada’s Yarmouth branch 
until 1979. Today it operates as a satellite branch of the 
Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, and visitors are welcome. 
Noteworthy are the large segmental arched bays with 
Corinthian keystone trim, pilasters with Corinthian 
capitals, and the dental trim at the top of the building. 
 
24. A quick detour down Central St. will reveal the 
Killam Brothers Building, built in the 1830s. This building 
deserves mention as it housed the offices of the Killam 
family, who led Yarmouth’s sea faring trade from 1788 until 
they closed in 1991. The building is now open seasonally as 
an extension of the Yarmouth County Museum (stop #13).

25. Returning to Main St., across the street, notice 328 
Main St, which is the oldest brick mercantile building in 
SW Nova Scotia. It was built in 1855-
56 as a partnership of Young & Baker. 
Opposite, at #329, is Yarmouth’s 
only example of a Dutch style gable 
front. 

26. Continuing south along 
Main St., the brick commercial blocks were built in the 
1880s and 1890s. They serve as a testament to Yarmouth’s 
wealth in the “age of sail.” Many show interesting detail, 
particularly the corner “tower” at 296 Main St. The first 
occupants of this building in the 1890s were a butcher, 
a wholesale confectioner, a restaurant, and a dry goods 
store, where such things as furs, fabrics, and ready-made 
garments were sold.
 
27. 266 Main St., the brick building with the three-
storey bay window was built in 1865-66 as the Yarmouth 
Hotel by R. Balfour Brown, a well-known Yarmouth 
cartoonist of the day. 

28. At 259 Main St. is the former Salvation Army 
Citadel, built in 1905-06 in the Italianate style. Today, it 
still operates as part of the local Salvation Army, housing 
their thrift shop. The building next to it, 255 Main St., 
served from 1903 to the mid 1920s as an American 
Consulate. 

...and on the right is the Visitor Information Centre (your 
starting point). You are invited to visit one of Yarmouth’s 
fine restaurants or cafes, many of which are located in 
historical buildings.

DISTANCE:
2.5 miles 

OR 
4 kilometers

STARTING POINTS:
look for the * beside blocks

TIME REQUIRED:
Minimum - one hour

Maximum - four hours (including 
stops at the museums and other points of interest)

Collins 
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?
Visitor Information Centre

15. 20 Collins St., The Pelton-Fuller House, is 
open to visitors as a museum. It was constructed 
c. 1892 in the Italianate style by Edward Cann, a local 
merchant tailor. Incidentally, this dwelling became the 
summer home of the original Fuller Brush Man, and many 
of his brushes are on display in the home. 

16. 15 Collins St., c. 1892 is also constructed in the 
queen Anne Revival style. Noteworthy is the 
intricate exterior and interior wood carvings
and tiffany stained glass front window.  Its 
front tower features a widow’s watch and 
balustrade. The home was built by was built 
by Harvey Tedford for Anne Spinney, 
daughter of a Yarmouth Mariner. She later 
married Mr. Tedford.

17. The intersection of Collins and Willow Streets gives 
examples of four distinct housing 
styles: #14 (c. 1845) is New 
England Colonial, #16 (c. 1875) is 
Second Empire, #13 (c. 1875-78) is 
Italianate, and #11 (c.1835) is 
Gothic Revival.

18. 14, 12, and 10 Parade St. 
were constructed for the Lovitt Family in the late 1800s. 
#10 was constructed in 1862 in the Georgian style for Capt. 

John Lovitt and his wife, Elizabeth Guest, 
by his father, John W. Lovitt. The tower 
was added in 1891. #12 was constructed 
in the Italianate style in 1874 again by 
John W. Lovitt, as a wedding gift for 
his daughter Mary Ellen Lovitt and her 
husband, George Guest. Notice the rope-
like carved mouldings adorning the corners 
of the house, and the 
port holes in the frieze band. 
Finally, #14 was constructed 

for John W. Lovitt’s widow in 1874, as she 
wanted to live near her children. This is an 
example of the Greek Revival style, which 
also has some Gothic Revival and Italianate 
style elements. 

19. Continue to the Firefighter’s Museum at 451 Main 
St., and see almost every type of fire engine ever used in 
Nova Scotia, including hand-drawn, hand-operated engines, 
to horse-drawn steamers and motorized apparatus, along 
with firefighting memorabilia. This is the world of the 
firefighter in a province where the houses are constructed 
primarily of wood, not brick. 

20. Venture down to 112 Water St., to visit the W. L. 
Sweeney Fisheries Museum. Located on the second floor 
of the Burrell Johnson building, this museum is a to-scale 
reconstruction of a seven building shipping wharf that 
existed in Yarmouth. Wander through the buildings and 
coastal freighter, and learn about an industry which allowed 
Yarmouth to build the large “ship owners” homes that you 
are seeing today.  

21. Walk through Frost Park, the first burying-
ground in Yarmouth (notice the old headstones). 
This well-shaded park features a 150 year-old 
three tier fountain, and a compass rose 
observation deck overlooking Yarmouth Harbour.

Design ideas and materials came to 
Yarmouth from ports around the world and these 
houses, as many of the others you have seen, 
represent some of the best. Use this guide as a 
stepping stone for your very 
own walks for discovery
as on every street is 
nestled a gem.


