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My Dear South Highland family,

What an incredible church you are! It is overwhelming when one reviews the 
contents of this report and contemplates the amazing ministries that have gone 
on from South Highland Presbyterian Church throughout 2022. On the one 
hand, it was a year of re-opening and renewing, as we slowly have crept back 
into a more active live presence following nearly 3 years of pandemic shut down. 
On the other hand, it is amazing and inspiring to witness, the ongoing work of 
the gospel that no pandemic could stop! As you read these reports, I think you 

will be inspired by what has gone on and all the more ready to step forward yourself to be a vital and 
living present encouraging participant within the family that is South Highland!

As the first answer to the Westminster Catechism tells us, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and 
enjoy him forever!”  In so many ways, this band of believers is glorifying and enjoying God, from day 
to day, and by faith, we trust something we will do forever! Allow me to lift up just a few of the areas 
where this congregation has been the Body of Christ this past year through lifting up four key aspects 
of a congregation’s life.

First, we worship! If the church does nothing else, it worships and glorifies God!  We can be grate-
ful that due to dedicated South Highlanders and an intrepid staff, not a single Sunday was without 
the worship of God throughout the nearly 3 years of pandemic shut-down and slow-down.  This past 
year messages from the pulpit by your pastors moved through the Christian year with special series 
along the way. Throughout Lent, we focused on “Life Is a Miracle. Throughout Easter tide, we fo-
cused upon “The Power of the Living Christ, to Bring Life to His Community,” the young church, 
and also the 21st century church! Over the summer, we revisited some of the “Great Stories from the 
Old Testament. In the fall, we piggybacked upon the highly successful Vacation Bible School theme of 
“The Fruit of the Spirit” and during Advent, we lifted up and unpacked four of the “Great Titles of 
our Savior,” namely, “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.”

Our worship was enhanced by the powerful music offered by our choirs, and your congregational 
singing (your singing gets better and better!) musicians, as we were lead ably through the first 2/3 of 
the year by Matthew Grauberger, and Jim Dorroh, and then in September, as we welcomed our Di-
rector of Music Ministries and Organist, Kenny Lewis, whom I have dubbed “MW. Music Wizard!“

Second, we study! At the heart of Christian life, is our study of God’s Word and prayer. Both in 
small group settings, circles, community groups, and Sunday schools we study and apply God‘s Word.  
We lift our prayers. It has been inspiring to see so many of our classes reopening to live participation 
and incorporating by zoom those who are unable because of health concerns to be present in the 
building. Modern technology is helping us more fully unpack the eternal and ever living Word of 
God.

Third, we share in fellowship! The sharing of our lives together is more than simply having a 
cup of coffee and a cookie with a few folks. It is truly sharing our lives in all life’s joys and sorrows. 
This congregation is incredibly compassionate toward one another when difficulties come. We are 
there for one another in joys and sorrows. “Blest be the tie that binds!”  It has been fun to see new 
avenues for fellowship begin, such as the walking group and to experience once again the joys of our 
Wednesday Night Live Fellowship, enhanced by the delicious dinners prepared by Chef Joe and crew.

Fourth, we serve. The outcome of the Christian life at South Highland is not at all in-grown, but 
is always pushing us outward to serve and witness to those in need both locally and worldwide. There 
is a reason that the Outreach portion of this annual report is always the longest, for there are so many 
great ministries going on that are touching real people in real situations. Just look at the thousands 
of lives that have been touched by our food ministry! Marvel at the compounded power of giving of 
our time, talents, and treasure for those in need.



I was personally blessed to be part of two major international ministry experiences this year.  I visited 
congregations across war-torn Syria, preaching at the National Presbyterian Church of Latakia Syr-
ia, where I was able to present a major gift to them for building a brand-new playground over their 
tired old, dangerous hard asphalt so that the many children will have a safe, conducive place to play 
and grow.

Then I was blessed to be part of a delegation visiting Presbyterian Christian ministries across Pakistan. 
U. S. Presbyterian mission work in Pakistan dates back to the 1850’s. We were hosted at the headquar-
ters of the Presbyterian Education Board, a facility, which South Highland was a major contributor to 
and which currently has grown to operate 25 Christian elementary and secondary schools across the 
country, educating more than 6000 students. It was my honor to preach the baccalaureate sermon at 
the graduation ceremonies for the students of Gujranwala Theological Seminary. South Highland was 
able to make another major gift to that school, which will provide resources for a significant portion 
of the building of the brand-new library, computer center, classrooms, housing, and administration 
facility. What a small world it was when I discovered that one of the female graduates in this country, 
where women have very few rights, is a relative of church members from the congregation I served 
in Monroe Louisiana, who had immigrated from Pakistan. All these connections were made by means 
of the miracle of the Internet.

As you know, I have announced retirement at the end of December 2023, after 22 years of service as 
your pastor. It has been an incredible season for Gayle and me and our family.

By no means will these intervening months be a time to coast and kick back. So many challenges and 
opportunities are calling this congregation and I look forward to being a part of these. During 2023 I 
assume the responsibilities of serving as Moderator of the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley.

We are blessed with an incredible staff, gifted and committed officers and leaders, a strategic historic 
location in our community now in a time of renewal for our city core, and this southside area. The 
opportunities are immense, the future is bright, and Christ is calling us all!

As you know this beautiful historic building has many needs that have been studied over the past 
year by the Administration Ministry. After their studies and reports throughout the year the Session 
decided to conduct a Capital Funds Drive beginning in 2023 for needed essential repairs. These will 
be fleshed out in the coming months and you, the congregation, will be asked to, share your wisdom, 
desires, and willingness to support these essential needed repairs and improvements.

I know, I know, building fundraising can be boring compared to all these ministries you read about 
going on in the lives of people throughout this report. But, the building is simply a tool, a means by 
which God’s work is focused and done. I look forward to sharing in this effort with you throughout 
2023. 

I love the way in Charles, Rann Kennedy’s play, “The Servant in the House“, one of the characters 
describes the church in this way:

“It is a living thing… when you enter it, you hear a sound - a sound as of some mighty poem chant-
ed. Listen long enough, and you will learn that it is made up of the beating of human hearts, of the 
nameless music of souls – that is, if you have ears. If you have eyes, you will presently see the church 
itself- a looming mystery of many shapes and shadows, leaping sheer from floor to dome…”

“The pillars of it go up like th ebrowny trunks of heroes; the sweet human flesh of men and women 
is moulded about is bulwarks, strong, impregnable; the faces of little children laugh out from every 
corner stone; the terrible spans and arches of it are the joining the hands of comrades; and up in the 
heights and spaces, there are inscribed the numberless musings of all the dreamers of the world…”



“Sometimes the work goes forward in deep darkness; sometimes in blinding light: now beneath the 
burden of unutterable anguish; now to the tune of a great laughter and heroic shoutings like the cry 
of thunder. Sometimes, in the silence of the night time, when they hear the tiny hammering of the 
comrades at work up in the dome – those who have climbed ahead.”

 What a great adventure it is to be part of this great cloud of witnesses that is SHPC! What a great 
future lies in store for this band of Christ’s disciples as we look forward to celebrating our 135th an-
niversary with glad rejoicing this coming October.

Faithfully, expectantly, and gratefully.

Ed Hurley 







SHPC FOUNDATION
2023 Annual Report to the Congregation

 
This report is presented in 3 sections.

   I. Know the Foundation

The Foundation is a compilation of 28 component funds into a single portfolio of securities valued at 
$6,706,925 as of its September 30, 2022 fiscal year. Nineteen of these funds are the sources of earnings dis-
tributed to South Highland annually. 75% of the earnings from 18 of the 19 funds are directed by the party 
or parties establishing a fund. The balance, 25% of the earnings, comes from the SHPC Endowment Fund, the 
recipient of memorials received by South Highland, and by long standing practice the earnings are allocated 
annually to SHPC’s general operating budget. The remaining component funds, such as the Flower Endow-
ment Fund or Columbarium Fund, are special purpose funds which are seldom called on for the disburse-
ment of earnings.

The Foundation was established on October 1, 1988. In its 34 years of operation the portfolio’s earnings have 
provided a reliable source of increasing income to South Highland. Reference to the Foundation’s report 
presented in the January 27, 2013 annual report to the congregation shows a distribution of 2012’s earnings of 
$160,031. Section C. of this report shows a distribution of 2022’s earnings of $232,836.

  II.  Introducing some of the people instrumental in creating/building the Foundation

The preceding section notes the founding date of the Foundation. The founding was the work of Larry 
Hagood who had the vision to know how beneficial a foundation can be to a church. The names of three 
educators, each of whom left significant bequests to the Foundation, stand out, Helen Johnston  a college pro-
fessor who taught chemistry at a college in New York City, both Margaret Archibald and Ruth Buckland were 
long time teachers in Japanese high schools. The earnings from their three funds are designated for allocation 
to missions. Family and friends provided the funding for the Andy Gainey Vocal Scholarship Fund in memory 
of Andy Gainey who served many years as South Highland’s choir director. This Fund’s earnings are used for 
guest soloists and guest instrumentalists during worship services. The earnings of the Gordon and Christine 
Elsom Trust are allocated to a wide range of SHPC’s programs, reflecting their annual giving pattern as mem-
bers. Earnings from the Keith and Maxine Williams Giving Fund are designated to underwrite the cost of 
streaming South Highland’s Sunday worship services. 

  III.  The Significance of the Foundation to South Highland

 The Foundation’s annual reports regularly cite the consistency with which the Foundation’s earnings contrib-
ute to SHPC’s programs. This support continued in 2022 as distributed earnings totaled $232,826, an increase 
of $23,727 over 2021’s distribution. The increase came primarily from the initial receipt of the earnings from 
the Williams Giving Fund, $16,594. The amount of SHPC’s 2023 budget is not known at press time. Once 
known one can compute the percentage $232,826 is to the total budget and make a judgement as to the im-
portance the Foundation has to the Church.



The below schedule shows the allocated use of 2022’2 earnings:

                % of total
  Missions      $91,222         39
  
  SHPC’s general operating budget    58,528         25

  Scholarships       43,819        19
 
  Worship       20,070            9

  Other        19,187           8

     Total:                       $232,826                    100%  
 
  
If one would like more information about the Foundation and how it might be incorporated in one’s finan-
cial planning please contact a member of the Board: Dr. Ed Hurley, senior minister, Dr. Dana Waters, ex officio 
member, minister at the 1988 founding of the Foundation, Tom Buck, Lee Cooper, Glenn Davis, Mark Ezell, 
John Goff, Mike Goodrich, Sue Koch, Linda Lehe, Kathryn Michael, Laura Ray, Mel Robinson, and 
Bill Stribling.

        Respectfully submitted,

        John Goff, Board President



Events of 2022
Annual Report to the Congregation

January 9  Officer Installation

January 12  Vespers

January 23  Social Justice Book Club

January 26  WNL – Stan Johnson with Alabama Arise

February 2  Church Prayer Service via Zoom

February 16  WNL – Building Community Among Refugees

February 26  Office’s Retreat

February 27  Annual Congregational Meeting

March 2  Church Prayer Service via Zoom

March 2  St. Augustine’s Confessions Bible Study (8 weeks)

March 8  Abby’s Bible Study (4 weeks)

March 9  Lenten Service

March 16  Lenten Service – Dr. Michael Saag

March 23  Lenten Service

March 30  Lenten Service

April 6  Lenten Service

April 10  Palm Sunday

April 12  Holy Week Service – Rev. Elizabeth Goodrich

April 13   Holy Week Service – Rev. Madison Roberts

April 14  Holy Week Service – Rev. Joe Scrivner

April 15  Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service

April 16  Good Friday – Larry Michael

April 17  Easter Egg Hunt and Vigil

April 18  Easter



April 24  Social Justice Book Club

April 27  WNL Dinner

May 4   Vespers

May 11  Matthew 25 Meeting

May 11  Joe’s Cookout

May 15   Church Picnic – Fresh Air Farm

June 6 – 10  Vacation Bible School

June 22  New Members Ice Cream Social

July 20   Baseball themed Social

July 31   Social Justice Book Club

August 13  Water Play Day for Kids

August 23  SHALOM – Jim Phillips, Antebellum Treasures

August 24  WNL – Faith in Action

August 27  Rise Against Hunger

August 28  Pancake Breakfast

August 28  Celebrate South Highland Day

September 7  Vespers

September 10  Bread and Cup Class

September 20  SHALOM

September 21  WNL – SHOP

October 2  World Communion Sunday

October 4  Abby Bible Study (4 weeks)

October 5  Vespers

October 16  Blessing of the Animals

October 18  SHALOM – Kenny Lewis

October 19  WNL – CDC



October 23  Social Justice Book Club

October 30  Pledge Sunday

October 30  Congregational Meeting

October 30   Church Birthday Celebration Lunch

October 30  Fall Festival

November 2  Vespers

November 4  Men’s Camping Trip

November 6  All Saints Sunday and Luncheon

November 15  SHALOM – Nili Sepas, Veterans Day

November 15  New Officers Dinner

November 16  WNL – SHC

November 17  Presbytery Meeting at SHPC

November 20  Gatliff ’s Orientation

November 30  Vespers

December 4  Christmas Together

December 7  Advent Concert - UAB Jazz

December 10  Women’s Advent Retreat

December 14  Advent Concert – Samford String Quartet

December 18  Lessons and Carols, lunch and Delores Hydock

December 20  SHALOM – Dr. Greg Chapman

December 24  Christmas Eve Services 4 and 6 pm

December 25  Christmas Service



Teaching Pastor for Adult Ministry and Parish Associate Report

“Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.” 
–William Carey

The words of the great founder of the modern Christian missionary move-
ment understood that there are immense possibilities when it comes to serv-
ing God! Each of us in our lives and ministries must dedicate ourselves anew 
to the great work before us each year. 2022 was a blessed year of emerg-
ing from the Coronavirus pandemic and embarking on new challenges we 
learned from the stifling ways that our lives were impacted the last two years 

in ministry. Yes, we discovered Zoom, and streaming services, but we also were prone to complacency 
and home comforts. Now in 2023 that we have newfound freedom in meeting together for service, 
we must take advantage of all that lies before us and seize this unique moment in our lives at South 
Highland. As our Pastor winds up his final year of ministry among us, we come together in prayer 
and expectation for the leader that will be called to come and serve with SHPC in the years to come. 
Prayers for Ed and Gayle as they prepare for the next season of their lives, with thanks for their years 
of ministry among us.

Typically, in my report the last eight years, I list all the wonderful things I did the previous year in 
ministry. Just kidding, sort of. You know, things like Wednesday Night Live, our re-engaging our 
senior ministry as SHALOM, senior visitation, hospital ministries, counseling, grief support, hosting 
SHOP at Mentone, leading in worship, resourcing adult education, engaging in mission work, enjoy-
ing our special seasons of Lent and Advent with memorable concerts and SHPC music. But I would 
just like to make this report a personal reflection on the times we shared together in 2022.

Some of the highlights for me, of course were our worship services, which are always memorable in 
many different ways. Thankful for Cort and Abby and Dallas coming among us, and watching Cort 
and Abby go through their paces in ordination with PCUSA, culminating in their service of celebra-
tion and commitment in November. Our younger ministers have brought a fresh air to our vitality 
and their approach to ministry is most contagious.

I like to reflect on some personal times of mission this past year. Kathryn and I were able to go to 
Liverpool in March and engage refugees from Iran who have come to faith in Christ from Iran, have 
formed a church, and still are experiencing PTSD as a result of their traumatic leavings from Iran and 
their arduous journeys to England. Their worship was so inspiring, and their growing faith was won-
derful to behold. We loved the baptismal service that had to use a kiddie pool because it was the best 
they could do that day!

There was an opportunity for me to participate in Zoom lectures for European students in a “Cri-
sis Counseling” course last Fall. I led two different lectures on PTSD, and one on the grief experi-
ence. Over 500 students joined in the three different modules of the course, most of them women 
from 25-50 years in age, and many of them from Ukraine (whose husbands were in the military vs. 
the Russian invasion). I was invited to come to Warsaw in November for their graduation from the 
Christian College of Theology and I shared in three lectures while there, conducted a Q & A with 
the students, and consulted on grief groups that the leadership wanted to begin. It was most reward-
ing, and thanks to the Outreach Foundation for their support of this college’s vital ministry to stu-
dents preparing for leadership in the world.



I am including a pictorial collage of different events at SHPC and elsewhere that were meaningful 
during the past year. I hope you enjoy them! Let’s pray that all that we experienced in 2022 will 
enable us to engage more faithfully and hope-filled in 2023. God be praised!

Larry J. Michael, PhD



Associate Pastor for Discipleship 
Annual Report to the Congregation 

In his book The Contemplative Pastor, Eugene Peterson reflects on the call of the pastor. “The task is 
not to get God to do something I think needs to be done,” he writes, “but to become aware of what 
God is doing so that I can respond to it and participate and take delight in it.” When I reflect on 
2022, I see it as a year of becoming more and more aware of what God is up to at South Highland. 
In the slow, weekly rhythms of church life, the Holy Spirit is at work drawing us to Jesus and renew-
ing his people through the unchanging truth of the Gospel. 

One of the ministry highlights of the year for me has been the weekly young adult Sunday school 
class I lead (with the help of other teachers from time to time). Each week we open up God’s Word 
together and learn more about who he is and what he has done for us in Christ. In the spring, we did 
a series called “The Three Enemies of the Soul: The World, the Flesh, and the Devil,” which led to 
rich discussions each week. 

During the summer, I organized the churchwide Coffee Pot Class study through Dane Ortlund’s 
book Gentle & Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers. The Puritans offer some of the 
best writing on Christianity, and so I was glad to find that Ortlund drew heavily from these works, 
and that I was able to introduce these writers to the congregation. Overall, the study provided a 
beautiful reminder that the worst things about us—our shame, our regrets, our sin—doesn’t turn Jesus 
away from us but actually pulls him toward us in mercy and grace. 

We also had a weekly young adult community group this summer, which was hosted in various peo-
ple’s homes. We slowly worked our way through the book of Colossians and saw how Paul’s timeless 
words to one specific church inspired by the Holy Spirit continue to resonate with and shape us 
today. In the fall we did a lengthy series working through the book of Judges, and we saw how God 
graciously remains faithful to his people, even when we look for security and meaning in idols in-
stead of God. 

Another highlight of the year was putting together the churchwide Advent devotional, “And He 
Shall Be Called.” The staff did a fantastic job contributing their reflections, and member and Samford 
student Erin Leist absolutely crushed the design. I hope studying these names and titles of Jesus deep-
ened your faith and gave you a larger picture of the glory of our Savior. 

On a more personal note, Abby and I were deeply moved and encouraged by our ordination service 
on November 20. We’re so grateful for this church’s commitment to us during this (very lengthy!) 
time of preparation, and it’s a privilege to officially be called as your associate pastors. We’re excited to 
see what God has in store for South Highland in 2023 and beyond. I truly believe that if we continue 
to remain faithful to God and stand on his authoritative Word, then the best days are still to come for 
this church. I look forward to discovering the many ways God will be at work in this next season. 

In Christ,

Rev. Cort Gatliff



2022 Annual Report
Abby Gatliff

Associate Pastor for Student and Family Discipleship

This year, it feels important to begin my update to you all with a confession: up until this year I don’t 
know if I really believed in the power of prayer. Or maybe I believed in it, but I don’t know if I really 
understood it. I’m learning that the more we pray for big things or small things, the more opportuni-
ties we give the Lord to prove his trustworthiness and provision for us. The more we trust the Lord, 
the more we pray. It’s a cycle I’ve found myself thrust into this year.

When I think back on 2022, I remember many hard experiences and many joyful moments. All of it 
made me get on my knees and pray like I never have before. So here is a reflection of my past year in 
ministry, based on some of the prayers I prayed for our church.

Almighty God, grow this youth group in love and knowledge of you. Help these students to feel safe 
and loved in our presence and let us be friends and shepherds to them. Let youth group be a place 
where students are excited to spend their time.

You can read more youth-specific updates from Dallas, but it’s clear that the Lord answered this 
prayer by helping Dallas plug in so well with our students. The Lord also gave us clarity on where to 
take our students for summer trips and how to prepare to invest in their lives well. The Lord is grow-
ing this youth group in deepness and richness and in a hunger for the Word.

Lord, show me how to minister to our women and to support their spiritual needs.

This prayer the Lord answered by giving us such a fruitful opportunity with the women of SHPC 
for our study through 1 Peter. I personally got to know so many different women, and I know that 
others enjoyed time with new and familiar faces. We did another women’s study for a month in Oc-
tober. We sprinted through Deuteronomy, but everyone loved seeing the Gospel so clearly printed on 
the pages of the Old Testament. There are so many things I hope and plan to dive into with Women’s 
Ministry soon, so stay tuned as I continue to pastor our women!

Heavenly Father, help me to rest and recover and spend time with my new baby. Give me and Cort 
grace as we figure out how to navigate our family of four.

Just in time for Easter, Ruth Grace Gatliff joined our family. Maternity leave was not all baby laughs 
and snuggles, although that was certainly a good part of it! Nevertheless, I look back at that time 
fondly. My soul rested and worshipped and hoped. Thank you to everyone who helped us celebrate 
the birth of our daughter. Our church family overwhelmed us!

Holy Spirit, set our souls on fire for your word. Help us with this upcoming transition and bless this 
church.
In August, way before Ed announced his retirement, the Lord led me to gather some women to begin 
to pray for the future of our church. We’ve been meeting almost every Tuesday at 1:00 in the parlor 
room ever since to pray for South Highland. If you feel the Lord calling you to pray with us, either 
in person or on your own at the same time, please reach out to me and let me know. This prayer time 
has been the best part of my year and the most important ministry in which I’ve invested. 

Many of you have asked me, “how can we best support the youth group” or “is there anything I can 
do for you personally?” I promise I am not trying to be over-spiritual when I respond with, “Please 



pray more.” Jesus prayed SO MUCH and he was King of the Universe. He had all power and all 
knowledge, yet he would disappear to spend hours in prayer, fully dependent on his Heavenly 
Father. If our goal in this life is to let the Spirit grow us in Christlikeness, then let’s seek to be a 
congregation known for our dependence on the Lord.

Respectfully submitted, 

Abby Gatliff



Music Ministry
Annual Report to the Congregation 

The Music Ministry of South Highland Presbyterian Church serves to enable and equip worship that 
is fully alive with the passion of Christ.  Worship through song has long served as a primary means 
of worship in the Christian tradition.  The Music Ministry serves as a place where all generations of 
worshipers may gather together and offer a collective song of worship to God.  

South Highland Presbyterian Church has developed a great tradition of music ministry.  This great 
tradition of effective worship leadership is attributed the volunteers and church members that serve 
the congregation on a regular basis.  These volunteers and church members create a hospitable envi-
ronment that allows our congregation, our guests, professional musicians, student musicians, and other 
appointed worship leaders to worship and lead others in doing likewise.  

Our Music Ministry leads us in worship on Sunday mornings, helping us more deeply experience 
who God is and more fully know what God has done for us.  Under the direction of Kenny Lewis, 
Virginia Barr, the Chancel Choir, Children’s Music Ministry, Handbell Choir, No Longer Strangers 
Band, and Congregation all served in an effort to give God thanks and praise for the formative min-
istry that God has done in South Highland Presbyterian Church’s storied history. We have a passion 
for training and equipping worship leaders because music plays an important role in equipping our 
families to be worshipers.  Our role is to help the church worship God not just on Sunday mornings 
but in all of life.  

Chancel Choir:  The members of the Chancel Choir meet faithfully each Sunday morning and 
most Sunday afternoons to prepare to lead the congregation in worship through song, recently the 
choir has performed works such as a collection of John Rutter’s Christmas anthems like Angel’s Car-
ol, Jesus Child, Star Carol, Sans Day Carol, George Frideric Handel’s For Unto Us A Child Is Born, 
and Martin Shaw’s With A Voice Of Singing.  Our music making is accompanied with communities 
of support and encouragement.  Their worship leadership is supplemented by a talented group of 
musicians including Heather Batey (soprano), Virgina Barr (alto), and Casey Blighton (violin). Our 
rehearsals, events, and seasonal celebrations are not just about music making but are times of fellow-
ship and prayer.  

Chancel Ensemble:  In 2020 a Chancel Ensemble was created to overcome the challenges of music 
making and music ministry in a pandemic.  Despite the return of the Chancel Choir, this small group 
of singers and worship leaders has continued to lead us in worship, sometimes, at our 8:30am worship 
service and occasionally at other times throughout the year.  We are incredibly grateful for Kirsten 
Heiser, Heather Batey, Virginia Barr, Mary Margaret Yielding, Casey Blighton, Rick Atkerson, Gar-
land Stansell, and Leland Keller who have all sung in the Chancel Ensemble.

Children’s Music Ministry:  Under the direction of Virginia Barr, the South Highland Presbyteri-
an Church Children’s Music Ministry meets most Sunday mornings to prepare to lead all generations 
in worship.  We were thrilled to see our children again have the opportunity to regularly make music 
together in 2022.  This culminated in our children helping lead worship at the 4:00pm Christmas 
Eve service.

The Highland Ringers:  Our Handbell Choir, The Highland Ringers, is making beautiful music, 
leading us in worship, and forging a vibrant community of fellowship.  The Highland Ringers regu-
larly meet on Wednesday evenings to rehearse and prepare music and pray with and for each other.  
The Highland Ringers will have many opportunities to play during this next year as well as being 



able to present a concert toward the end of the year.  In performance, The Highland Ringers rang 
Kevin McChesney’s Now the Green Blade Riseth (Sing We Now of Christmas), Michael Joncas’ On 
Eagle’s Wings, Léon Boëllmann’s Choral-Introduction, and an arrangement of  Once in Royal Da-
vid’s City.

No Longer Strangers Band:  The No Longer Strangers Band was commissioned at the request of 
Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley for the celebration of South Highland Presbyterian Church’s 120th Anniversary.   
Our resident gospel bluegrass and folk band leads us in Sunday morning worship on an annual basis 
in addition to playing numerous events and services throughout the greater Birmingham commu-
nity.  Band members include the likes of church congregation members and those who have been 
connected to the life and worship of South Highland Presbyterian Church over the years. The band 
recently led us in a Wednesday night Vespers service in October.

Wednesday Evening Vespers:  Our Wednesday Evening Vespers services give us the opportunity 
to develop new liturgical rhythms that are designed to shape the worship of our lives.  Our Music 
Ministry has introduced a new songs, styles, and combinations of instrumentation during this year’s 
Wednesday Evening Vespers services.  Kenny Lewis, Casey Blighton, Cort Gatliff, and No Longer 
Strangers Band have joined together to lead us in worship with an acoustic collection of instruments 
and voices, singing familiar hymns and some new songs.

Kenny Lewis, the Director of Music Ministry and Organist, proudly directs the Chancel Choir, 
Handbell Choir, works regularly with Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley to select the music used in worship on 
Sunday mornings, and coordinates and leads our Wednesday Evening Vespers services.  He is grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve with such a fine and committed group of volunteer worship leaders.  
Kenny is honored to follow in the footsteps of such great musicians as Matthew Grauberger and Dr. 
Jim Dorroh who have continued to enhance worship at South Highland. I look forward to further 
enabling and equipping our congregation to worship more fully alive with the passion of Christ.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Kenny Lewis



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY REPORT: 2023
by Katya O’Leary

It is incredible to believe that I will have been Director of Children’s Ministry 
for nine years this coming July.  The years have been mostly joy filled and have 
been ones that have strengthened my personal faith.  I love working with the 
children and families of South Highland.  My goal is to increase the number 
of intergenerational activities that we have at SHPC, strengthen and develop 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in the Level l and Level ll atriums, and con-
tinue our strong commitment to the Child Development Center as a mission 
the church.

We have an active Sunday School program where attendance can ebb and 
flow.  Our nursery (birth to age 3) is busy with new babies and toddlers. We 
have finally returned to pre-covid levels of employment for paid nursery 
workers. Ms. Mechelle and Ms. Shamika are CDC teachers who work with 
SHPC children on Sundays and Wednesday nights. Please make a point of in-
troducing yourselves and thanking them for their service. Enrichment during 
the 11:00am service is staffed weekly by parents and other volunteers. Consid-
er volunteering for this important ministry in 2022!! 

In August we started a new Sunday school class called Frolic for chil-
dren ages 18 months to age 3. Lu Mahon and Karen Weeks have been the 
teachers for this active, growing class. Our littles LOVE their own Sunday 
School, especially when Ms. Virginia comes in for music class!!

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program has been continuing to 
grow—lately, we have been averaging 18 children in Level I and Level II. 
Our catechists are Elsa Holaday, Kirsten Heiser, and myself. I am contin-
ually on the lookout for volunteers for this program. Please consider vol-
unteering during the Sunday School hour to act as an extra pair of hands. 
Coming in once a month to help would be a terrific asset.

Our vacation bible school theme this year was “God’s Gifts—Growing 
with the Fruit of the Spirit”.  This VBS was not purchased, but was de-
signed by Dina and Anna Glass and me. As usual we had amazing helpers 
who made our lives so much easier. Joseph Riley, our sexton/set builder, 
transformed our DFH stage into a veritable garden, including a huge 
tree. The congregation helped out by purchasing plants to help decorate 
the garden. After VBS week, they were able to take plants home. Along 
with writing the daily scripts, Dina and Anna Glass were our leaders for 
music and drama. Virginia Barr once again led bucket drumming and 
even began working on ukuleles with our campers! It was an amazing 
week filled with Bible stories, songs, art, science and recreation. Thank 
you again to all our wonderful volunteers and supporters. Without you 
all, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to pull off this week.  



Additional Events in 2022:
 
• This past year, we had 6 infant baptisms: Ruthie Gatliff, Gray Mize, Maggie and Grace Kuba, 
Lynden Gradert, and Margie McGill.
• Children’s Ministry began hosting CDC partnership events again this year. I continue have 
weekly Chapel where I teach stories and lead songs for the 2, 3 and 4 year olds. In October we had 
our first post-covid CDC Wednesday Night Live dinner and songs from the children. CDC parents 
were so pleased to return and see their children perform. 
• Due to inclement weather, the annual Easter Egg Hunt was actually held at SHPC in the 
Sanctuary. There was a huge turnout—or so it seemed. Bedlam ensued, but great fun was had by all. 
• Our Fall Festival was held at SHPC in conjunction with the birthday of SHPC, Stewardship 
Sunday and a picnic lunch! The kids especially loved Joseph Riley’s glow-in-the-dark room, the 
bounce house, and plenty of other Halloween activities.
• We held our third Rise Against Hunger event in August with great intergenerational participa-
tion. What a terrific day’s work where everyone from the youngest to the oldest is equally important 
in a common goal.
• For Christmas Together, we invited the Presbyterian Children’s Home (with about 30 par-
ticipants) and STAIR (with 20 students and other family members) to join us. With crafts, Advent 
wreath making, a potluck meal with an especially lovely Diane Cleveland created gingerbread castle, 
a performance by our little vocalists and cup drummers led by Virginia, Blessing of the Babies, a brief 
service and lighting of the tree, we had a packed house and a packed evening!
• We held our first Bread and Cup Class in 3 years with 5 participants who began taking com-
munion this year. Additional activities in 2022 were Popsicles in the Park in March, Water Play in 
August, an elementary retreat at Living River and a Killilea baby shower!!

What a wonderful, fun-packed 2022 we had at South Highland!!

Joyfully submitted,
Katya O’Leary







2022 Yearly Admin Report

Staff 
   Ed Hurley
   Brad Hale

2022 Members
Earv Stapleton
Nickolas Okai
Wilbur Holaday
Linda Lehe
Joey Miller Chair

The Columbarium is almost of out of space, a new addition will be designed.

A committee of Brad, Earv, Wilbur were tasked an Inventory finding various issues needing repair 
and maintenance beyond the budget in January.

Wilbur Holiday discovered damage to the coping near the porte cochere of Education Building the 
inspection of the church.

Interest from The Foundation Account to pay for the coping repairs. The inspection showed
the following:

 1. A water leak above the music suite. 
 2. All of the painted brick on the buildings needs to be cleaned, repainted and sealed.
 3. All of the stone on the buildings needs to be washed, moisture sealed.
 4. Wilbur has contacted 3 Painting Contractors to get bids.
 5. Some of the 1st floor windows, the 2nd and 3rd floor windows need to be caulked,   
  repaired, glazed, and repainted. The 2nd and 3rd floor will require scaffolding. 
 6. The broken stain glass windows need to be repaired.
 7. The Arrington Entrance and rear entrances to the Sanctuary need to be repainted
 8.  There are water leaks near the Flower Room and Rear Sanctuary Entrance that need  
  repair.
 9. There is plaster work needed in the Chapel.
 10. Wrought Iron Fence along Arrington needs repainting.
 11. There are squirrels in the attic. However not bats in our belfry.

Ken Laney spent a lot of his time and money managing the installation of the new HVAC.  His proj-
ect management saved SHPC thousands of dollars. 

Jeannie Burton and Elsa Holaday brought the idea of applying for grants to help with building repairs 
and renovation. Jeannie has a wealth of experience in apply for grants.

The Session voted to authorize them to apply for the grants in June.



If just one grant is approved, it will save SHPC thousands of dollars.

Admin discussed design of a water feature at the rear of the sanctuary, there is a donor that would like
to honor a member.  Davis Architects will look at this when they are also designing the Columbarium 
addition.

Admin unanimously passed a recommendation that a Capital Campaign be launched, this was brought 
before the Session. It will be discussed and voted on at the Session Retreat in Feb.

We contacted Bill Kreis with Johnston and Kreis to aid SHPC.

Johnston Kreis were the contractors for the 3 R Campaign a few years ago and did from my view, 
did great work.

Full disclosure, I went to Auburn and worked a part time job with Bill, I have known him over 40 
years
and consider him a friend, who is also a great contractor.

Bill said he would be happy to help SHPC and that they had just completed a similar project with 
16th Street Baptist Church.

We have obtained bids to paint the church, some of the inside painting could be done with volun-
teers,
the outside would have to be done by professionals.

The interior of the CDC would be part of this painting.

We also obtained bids to repair and replace the windows. Some of this work has been done along the 
1st 
Floor along Highland Avenue.

Admin discussed security at the church, and hiring an off-duty policeman from 8:00 am to 1 pm.
He would patrol the church grounds and be very visible.

The cost of this has been included in the Admin budget for 2023

5 hours x $40-hour x 52 weeks = $10,400 budget number.

Admin discussed the advantage of using the financing from the Presbytery for the Capital Campaign.

Ken Laney, myself, Bill Kreis, HVAC Subs, Johnson and Kreis employees David Dinsmore; Philip En-
glish, Structural Engineer Jim Ames, and Lighting subs made a walk thru of the Church in Dec. 

They will put together a budget cost of the repairs needed, this will be discussed in the Session Meet-
ing 
In Feb and will be the budget for the Capital Campaign if approved.

Respectfully Submitted

Joey Miller, Chair, Administration





Discipleship Formation Ministry 2022

As The Discipleship Formation Ministry began 2022, There were two things we kept in mind 
as we planned events to bring our community together: remembering that not all will become com-
fortable in coming back, and plan small, but connecting with as many as possible. Our goals for 2022 
were Biblical Literacy and creation of more study opportunities across generational lines. 

During the year in our Children’s Ministry, Katya looked forward and across generational lines as 
we held events in February – Valentine’s day bags sent out to our kiddos with help from all ages who 
could drive; April -the annual Easter Egg hunt and vigil on Easter weekend, June - Vacation Bible 
School that needed all people to have a hand, August - Rise Against Hunger to kick off back to 
school; October – World Communion, singing in worship, and Fall Festival; and December – Advent 
faith Calendars for families and Christmas Together with pageantry, food, crafts, and singing. Oh – 
and birthday cake on the 18th for Jesus’ Birthday party and the Children’s Christmas eve service.
The ordinary events every week include Catechesis I and II for the elementary kids, bringing all the 
Sunday activities and Sunday morning classes onto one floor, re-instituting the Children’s Committee, 
offering a Bread and Cup class for preparation of our children to receive communion, providing care 
for our youngest on Sundays and Wednesday nights, and a one-room Sunday school for the summer. 
Katya has leaned on special people for guidance and assistance throughout the years.  ‘Ms. Virginia’ 
provides music, rhythm, and movement and for 10 years, Elsa Holiday has guided the nursery.  With 
Elsa’s retirement, Karen Weeks has stepped into her role.

In April, South Highland welcomed four Confirmation youth into the church:  Arden Turnbull, 
Bart Goodrich, John Bart Lloyd, and Patrick Watts.  They, along with their mentors and the Youth 
Ministry Team, went before the Session and the Congregation on Palm Sunday.  Unfortunately, there 
are no sixth graders able to study this year, so we look to picking up the confirmation mantle in Sep-
tember of 2023.

Rev. Abby Gatliff and Dallas Knight (with some help from spouses!) forged ahead in 2022 in our 
Youth Ministry as we emerged from covid thinking into a bright world of Bible studies, one-on-
one activities, and accenting some of the social priorities of being a community.  Retreats – Lookout 
Mountain and beach trips, Youth Sunday – April 24,  Bible studies – Alpha Youth series on Sunday 
nights, parties – big and small, especially the Christmas blowout, and community – participating and 
assisting in all the events happening around the church.

Our Adult Sunday Classes grew and evolved throughout the year.  Rev. Cort Gatliff, with a lot of 
help from Rev. Abby Gatliff, has formed bonds and hosted events geared for the younger couples and 
families among us. As Cort has hosted one-on-ones and dinners, Abby has, besides her youth work, 
also hosted women studies and dinners.  Cort coordinated with Rev. Larry Michael on the Coffee 
Pot Summer Preaching series – Gentle and Lowly, a study based on the book. Christmas activities 
included the Advent series and parties!  During all this, Abby and Cort pursued their ordinations and 
had another baby!

Larry has overseen the adult classes as they begin to return to the building for the sessions on Sunday. 
We have one class totally on Zoom for those who are not able to attend in person, and several others 
who are still using some hybrid version of meeting. Various topics are being covered, and some have 
had special speakers come and assist. One class of our oldest members – The Builders’ Class – is on 
hiatus at this time with no known start back time.  Through this all, Larry has offered and is offering 
his experience and resources for any class that would like to explore new avenues.



The Social Justice Book Club met four times in 2022, discussing and digesting timely topics that 
have no easy answers.  Through these books and the discussions that ensue, those who attend develop 
a deeper understanding of the complexities of our modern-day society.  We delved into four diverse 
books: Broke in America by Joanne Samuel Goldblum and Colleen Shaddox; Caste: The Origins of 
Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson; Waste: One Women’s Fight Against America’s Dirty Secret by 
Catherine Coleman Flowers [an Alabama native from Lowndes County], and an anthology of articles, 
Too Many Times: How to end Gun Violence.

The Discipleship Formation Ministry sponsors and assists the Matthew 25 Initiative. The Initia-
tive strives to keep the ideals and the directives Jesus lists in the 25th Chapter of Matthew before our 
community.  in 2022, the Initiative sponsored Wednesday Night Programs with Alabama Arise and 
Faith In Action in Alabama in the spring, and highlighting on-going in-house missions in fall with 
programs about SHOP, SH Adult Day Care, and the CDC. They worked and continue to work to 
coordinate activities and help for the Afghani family we started to support in 2021. They sponsored a 
field trip to Montgomery to the Legacy Museum and the National Memorial for Peace and Justice, 
sharing the memories and impact with the congregation during worship services. This Initiative can 
always use dedicated individuals to help with education, witness, and sponsorship.

A busy year.  And so much still to do.

For God’s Glory

Kathy Tracey

2022 members:  Larry Harper, Carolyn Ashworth, Robyn Nichols, Todd Snyder, Laura Chapman, 
Katya O’Leary, Larry Michael, Jeannie Jones, Bart Lloyd, Abby Gatliff, Cort Gatliff, Dallas Knight, Bill 
Stribling, Anna Finkel, Ann Stansell, Kathy Tracey



The Matthew 25 Initiative
 January 2023

South Highland has now completed 2 years as part of the Matthew 25 Ini-
tiative. The goals for this initiative are described on the Presbyterian Mission 
website.
 1) Building congregational vitality by challenging people and con-
gregations to deepen their faith and get actively and joyfully engaged with 

their community and the world.
 2) Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems,   
  practices, and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of  
  people of color.
 3) Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans, and structures  
  in our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.
  Our group of Matthew 25 Initiative advisors are known as the M25 Ambassadors.  
  In-person and Zoom meetings occur quarterly. 

Per historian-theologian-author, Jemar Tisby, there is an ARC of Racial Justice (also economic and 
social justice.) There must be 
         Awareness: engages our heads
         Relationships: engage our hearts
         Commitment: engages our hands.
We strive to promote programs and activities for our entire church community’s involvement that 
address all three of these engagements.

Over the past two years we have 
 * provided Moments for Matthew 25 during Sunday worship that highlight mission op 
  portunities and local organizations that work toward M25 goals
 * arranged an SHPC group tour of Sixteenth Street Baptist Church 
 * presented guest speaker Sarah Collins Rudolph for a noon Lunch ‘n Learn
 * contributed to WNL programming in conjunction with Rev. Michael. Guest speakers  
  have included John Archibald, representatives from Alabama Arise (a statewide organi 
  zation advancing public policies to improve the lives of Alabamians who are marginal 
  ized by poverty), and Jai-Gregory Clark with Faith In Action Alabama.
 * created a care-team for a resettled family from Afghanistan with ongoing support and  
  involvement 
 * planned a weekday and weekend group tour of the Legacy Museum and National Me 
  morial for Peace and Justice in Montgomery. These trips were followed by a group pot 
  luck to facilitate further discussion of the impact of these visits.
 * began an M25 blog (now available on the church website) to provide information and  
  opportunities at the click of a mouse

Though the Social Justice Book Club predates our involvement with the Matthew 25 Initiative, it 
has been an important component for those who are eager to learn more about the impact of inequi-
ty and injustice. It also serves to build relationships within the congregation that increase vitality and 
commitment.

The goal of the Matthew 25 Ambassadors is to present learning, service, and action opportunities to 
the SHPC community. Please consider joining in this effort. All are welcome to be a part of our 
M25 Ambassador planning team. Watch for announcements about upcoming meetings.

Respectfully submitted by Laura Chapman, Larry Harper, Carolyn Ashworth, and Heidi Messier



OUTREACH MINISTRIES
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION

The Outreach Ministry Team meets on the 3rd Monday of odd months.  We have been meeting by 
Zoom with 12-13 attendees and Cort Gatliff as our staff liaison.  Each member of the team represents 
a ministry supported by our Outreach budget.

Here are some of our activities for 2022:

Feed my Sheep -Kevin Hubbard, Lillian Browning, Kelly Troiano, and Debbie Laws
In 2022,  903 bags distributed, 1746 persons in a household, 387 people under 18, 71 between 19-59, 
790 people over 60. 
Total bags- Distributions are on Wednesdays, Deliveries on Mondays, deliveries to 2 individuals and 1 
group home.

Let’s Talk- Janine Hagan, Eleanor Wright, and Linda are working with previous members of Let’s 
Talk as well as the Afghan families.  These gatherings ware in-home events through the year but espe-
cially around holiday celebrations.

Family Promise continues its program to prevent homelessness instead of hosting individuals in the 
churches.

The Good Samaritan Ministry served church members, church employees, and the local Bir-
mingham community by assisting individuals with rent payments, utility bills, dyslexic tutoring, and 
providing food to hungry people through our Feed My Sheep ministry and Food Bank.

STAIR- Lu Mahon had and her team of tutors worked with 22 students this year.

Habitat for Humanity- provides volunteers and funding each year to help build an affordable 
house for a low-income family. 

Kairos Prison Ministry-Started again in 2022 with one prison visit.

Save a life- A baby shower for expectant mothers. 

Horizons School - In September we were able to provide hospitality at Horizons School Orien-
tation Reception, providing student gift bags and refreshments for 8 new and 13 returning students, 
their parents and staff, greeting and welcoming their participation in events at South Highland.

Global Outreach Mission Partners - On July 10, new Global Outreach mission partners George 
and Jeanne Haugen visited South Highland, introducing themselves during the Minute for Mission 
and then over lunch where they shared about their outreach in the Middle East among Kurdish ref-
ugees.  Both George and Jeanne are graduates of Fuller Theological Seminary, George with an MDiv 
and Jeanne with an MA in Family Counseling, responding as they are able to the need for trauma 
healing and awareness of trafficking threats to these vulnerable people.  They invite prayer partners for 
this challenging work.



LOCAL OUTREACH

1. Alcoholics Anonymous – South Highland provides a place for their regular meetings. Da-
vid Thames

2. Bridge Ministries – Faith-based organization which focuses on preventing homelessness 
by assisting people in crisis situations to pay their rent or utility bills or to secure temporary emer-
gency housing. – Jack Smith/Gary Harden

3. Brighter Day Fund – Provides birthday gifts, school uniforms, prom dresses, school tuition 
and assistance with Christmas gifts for young children who live in poverty. – Jeannie Burton

4. Feed My Sheep – An emergency grocery ministry which, twice a month, provides bags of 
groceries at South Highland, to persons in need of food. – Kevin Hubbard

5. English as a Second/Other Language – Teaches English language to people who speak 
other languages.  Meets weekly at Oakmont Presbyterian Church and provides three levels of class-
es. Dr. Eleanor Wright

6. Evangelism – Seeks to share the Christian Faith with others, to establish and foster rela-
tionships among people and God, and to help people become Disciples of Christ. – Mark Stephens

7. Family Promise of Birmingham (FPOB) – Provides shelter and meals at South High-
land for homeless families, for one week, each quarter.  Only shelter in Birmingham serving entire 
families. Joey Miller

8. Fire House Shelter – Shelters and serves more homeless men than any agency in Alabama, 
and operates the broadest, most comprehensive continuum of services for Birmingham’s homeless. 

9. Good Samaritan – Provides assistance with utilities, rent, medical and dental care, medica-
tions and food for Church members and employees and community members. – Jeannie Burton

10. Greater Birmingham Ministries – Provides emergency human and justice services for 
those in need and engages poor and non-poor together in building a more just society. – Marty 
Keller

11.  Habitat for Humanity – Provides volunteers and funding each year to help build an af-
fordable house for a low-income family. – Steve Ashworth

12. Highland Manor Bible Study – Facilitate group bible study and promote a healthier life-
style through a holistic approach. 

13. Horizons School – Located 1 block from South Highland, promotes successful transition 
to independent living for young adults with learning disabilities, autism spectrum and developmen-
tal disorders. – Marty Keller

14. International Programs with UAB – Let’s Talk – SHPC members engage internation-
als in conversational English, resuming since COVID through hosting 2 in-person holiday gather-
ings, October and December 2022, sharing friendship and promoting understanding. Our gather-
ings drew not only previous participants, but welcomed new families from Afghanistan and Ghana. 
– Lere Harper



15. Kairos Prison Ministry International – Sharing the transforming love and forgiveness 
of Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of incarcerated men, women and youth as well as their 
families. – John Heiser

16. Living River – A Presbyterian retreat center on the Cahaba River which fosters stewardship 
of creation and nourishes faith, by offering summer camps, retreats for youth and outdoor education 
programming. – Marty Keller

17. Lovelady Center – Provides mentoring for children of mothers going through a residential 
rehabilitation program   for addictions, abuse or homelessness. – Ross Eustis

18. Mercedes Marathon – Interactions with runners through a booth at the packet pick-up 
expo, worship leadership before the race and an official water stop during this annual charitable 
fund-raising event. – Polly Edwards

19. Presbyterian Home for Children – Provides homeless children and their female caregivers 
a home, school, and job skills; and provides residential care, transitional job training, and housing for 
at- risk girls. – Al Hill

20. Sav-a-Life (Pregnancy Resource Center) – A faith-based pregnancy resource center with 
comprehensive programs to meet the health, emotional and spiritual needs of clients, by providing 
free doctors, nurses and trained peer counselors. – Pam Buck

21. Simon Cyrene – Helping residents of the Rosedale community reclaim abandoned proper-
ties, maintain a community garden, maintain housing and participate in an art academy and through 
Angel Tree at Christmas  - Terry Slaughter

22. South Highland Center – An adult day care center which serves persons with dementia.  
Provides a safe and stimulating environment for clients and gives caregivers a much needed break. 
Alison Walker

23. South Highland Child Development Center (CDC) – Provides quality, Christian, full 
and part-time care and a learning environment for children, ages six weeks through five years, of 
working parents.

24. South Highland Mental Health Outreach Project (SHOP) – A high-quality faith-based 
program  to improve quality of life, social connections, health and job readiness for people living with 
mental illness. – Debby Haralson

25. STAIR/Pratt City Youth Development Fund – Volunteers tutor second grade students in 
reading, two days a week in an after- school program at Hayes K-8. – Lu Mahon

GLOBAL OUTREACH - The following ministries are provided funds through congrega-
tional pledges and gifts to the annual Global Witness Offering:

26.     SUPPORTING and Encouraging Mission Co-Workers  - Outreach Ministry BUDGET 
provides partial salary support to these Mission Co-Workers, encouraging contact with and prayers 
for them.  Marty Keller



   Through PC(USA) WORLD MISSION:
 Jeff and Christi Boyd –based in Democratic Republic of Congo
 Jose Lamont Jones – Democratic Republic of Congo 
 Bob and Kristi Rice – South Sudan  
 Dan and Elizabeth Turk –Madagascar
   Through Frontier Fellowship

 Rev. Dr. Jim Truesdell – Frontier Fellowship Assoc. Dir. for South Asia - engaging churches  
 with people groups where the Good News of Jesus and His Kingdom is not yet known 

   Through The Antioch Partners (TAP)

 Rev. George and Jeanne Haugen in the Middle East
 A TAP partner in Turkey

27. Democratic Republic of Congo – Operates a hospital and clinics to care for sick and 
wounded, houses orphans and provides micro business loans for widows. 
 
28. DIG: Development in Gardening – Teaches and develops sustainable and nutrition-sensi-
tive agriculture in Africa and Dominican Republic, enabling vulnerable and HIV- affected communi-
ties to meet their own needs. – Sue Koch

29. Finding Hope Foundation – Rescues homeless boys from the downtown streets of Harare, 
Zimbabwe, and gives them a home, education, clothes medical attention, religious education and love. 
– Lee Cooper 

30. Frontier Fellowship/Bihar Provence, North India – Shares the Gospel in culturally 
honoring ways throughout the world, and encourages the Body of Christ to engage more deeply in 
God’s mission to the unreached.  SHPC’s focus is in Bihar Province, North India. – Cody Watson and 
Jim Truesdell

31. Honduras Eye Health Project – Provides first-world eye care to the poor at very little cost 
in a supportive Christian atmosphere, in Honduras, San Pedro Sula. – Dr. Jim Kimble

32. Liaison with Missionaries – Provides partial salary support  for and maintains contact  with  
seven mission co-workers/couples serving in Congo, South Sudan, Madagascar, Middle East and Asia. 
Marty Keller

33. Lovemore Boys – Enables orphaned boys in Harare, Zimbabwe, to complete their education. 
Lee Cooper
 
34. Madagascar – Provides support to mission co-workers, Dan and Elizabeth Turk and their 
projects in community health and agriculture. – Marty Keller

35. Middle East Endeavors – Supports the work of Presbyterian churches in Syria, Lebanon, 
and Iraq that are ministering to refugees of wars. – Marty Keller

36. Mission Networking – Engages our congregation in partnering with South Sudanese and 
Congolese Christians in ministry among their people. – Dr. Eleanor Wright



37. Outreach in Muslim Context – Impart knowledge and develop informed, ethical and 
responsible citizens who are prepared and committed to learn, lead and serve, through Forman Chris-
tian College in Pakistan. – Marty Keller

38. Presbyterian Education Board, Pakistan – Offers quality elementary and secondary edu-
cation to individuals of all religious backgrounds, who choose to study at missionary institutions.
Marty Keller

39. Short Term Mission Trips – Provides interested persons an opportunity to visit specific 
SHPC outreach locations and participate in the ministry.

40. South Sudan – Supports educational capacity building, including teacher training and trauma 
healing training, in partnership with the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan. – Dr. Eleanor Wright

41. Tete Province Mozambique – In Mozambique, brings indigenous people to Christ through 
the use of the Jesus film.  Builds churches, schools, medical clinics, bore holes and a training center, 
with the help of local people who are taught carpentry, midwifery, and sewing. – Marty Keller 

42. The Outreach Foundation (TOF) – An international mission of connecting and support-
ing  Presbyterians to build the capacity of the Presbyterian Church to proclaim the Good News of 
Jesus Christ around the globe. – Dr. Ed Hurley

43. Witness Season/Global Mission Education – Provide opportunities for better under-
standing by South Highlanders of how they can be involved in responding to the Great Commission. 



Personnel Ministry 
Annual Report to the Congregation

Elders: Jan Stephens, Laura Ray, John Morris, Mark Garner

Deacon: Bill Thornton

Staff Liaison: Rev. Ed Hurley

Staff Changes

 • Suzanne Cornett resigned as part-time Communications Coordinator
 • John Heiser hired as part-time Communications Coordinator
 • Karol Fredrick resigned from the kitchen staff
 • Malinda Evans hired into the kitchen staff
 • Matthew Grauberger resigned as Director of Music Ministries and Handbell Director
 • Jim Dorroh resigned as Organist
 • Kenny Lewis hired as Director of Music Ministries, Organist, and Handbell Director
 • Glenn Whitley resigned from the kitchen staff
 • Jennifer Mellet hired into the kitchen staff
 • Elsa Holaday resigned as Nursery Supervisor and Wedding Coordinator
 • Karen Weeks hired as Nursery Supervisor and Wedding Coordinator
 • Dallas Knight extended through year-end as Ministry Intern for Youth Discipleship   
  (part-time) and hired as Youth Director effective January 2023 (full-time)

Associate Ministers

Abby Gatliff and Cort Gatliff were ordained and installed as Associate Ministers on November 20, 
2022. Most of the work in helping them through the process was done by the Associate Pastor Nom-
inating Committee, but the Personnel ministry assisted in preparing their financial terms of call effec-
tive January 2023.

Staff Compensation

The ministry approved one-time bonuses for the staff paid in December 2022. The ministry also 
approved increases in base salary for the staff effective January 2023. Staff members received the same 
percentage bonuses and increases.

The ministry did not recommend any changes in the terms of call for the senior and associate minis-
ters for 2023.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Garner, Chair



Shared Life in Christ 
2022 Annual Report

In 2022 there was an increase in the number of members participating in Shared Life In Christ (SLIC) activi-
ties as Covid restrictions continued to lift. 

The first major activity of 2022 was the “Give Love/Get Love” initiative. Fifty members reached out to about 
225 members and families with hand written notes, phone calls, visits and small gifts. A special emphasis was 
placed on reaching out to inactive members to show through concrete means the love and care of church 
members and Christ. Those receiving “love” expressed appreciation to the givers in a variety of ways. Many 
expressed the value of personal communication.

The church picnic was held in May with South Highland returning to the usual format of grilling hamburg-
ers and hotdogs, and members bringing dishes to be shared. There was good attendance and children and 
adults had a great time. Thanks are extended to Daniel Hightower for his leadership and to the SLIC team.

The Ice Cream Social also returned to its typical format. Joe prepared a wonderful dinner and a large, very 
creative food sculpture. Members provided gallons and gallons of delicious ice cream. New members from the 
latter half of 2021 and first half of 2022 were re-introduced. Special thanks are given to Tim Chandler and Joe 
Whitley for their leadership.

A “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” event was held in July. Dinner, games, and a good time were had by all the 
families that attended. Thanks are extended to Mary Margaret Yielding and her team for the planning and 
work that made this such a successful event.

Four Discovery classes were held in 2022. South Highland welcomed 15 new members to our SHPC fellow-
ship. The Discovery Class booklet was revamped and is now more user friendly. In addition, the structure of 
the class was expanded to provide more time for fellowship and getting acquainted with the church and its 
activities. Cathie Tracey, Polly Edwards and Janice Cotton make up the Discovery class team, along with 
Dr. Hurley.

Larry Michael planned inspiring and informative Wednesday Night Live programming that was held two 
Wednesdays a month. Programming focused on vesper services and speakers and artists from the community, 
such as Dr. Saag from UAB, John Archibald from Al.com, and the Samford String Quartet.  

Bob’s Tigers, our SHPC softball team, continued under the management and coaching of Wilbur Holaday.  As 
usual, the cheering section appreciated his work and the team’s efforts. 

The Shalom group for individuals 60+ years was launched. Speakers and luncheons held each month provided 
members fellowship opportunities and a chance to learn from church members and others in the community. 
A variety of presentations were made on topics such as  antique artifacts from Alabama, the amazing Christian 
journey of our Kenny Lewis, Larry and Kathryn’s mission trip to Assisi, and Dr. Greg Chapman’s experiences 
as a cardiologist.  

“Let’s Walk” was a new activity begun in 2022 with members joining together to hike local trails. The group 
hiked through Red Mountain Park and Vulcan Trail. “Let’s Walk” will be continued in 2023 with Saturday 
hikes planned for the coming months.



The SLIC team also coordinated and lead an effort in the second half of 2022 with staff and members 
personally reaching out to inactive members. Inactive members were invited to special events and many 
received notes, hand written by church members. Those writing personal notes reported some members 
thanked them for the note, saying they planned to return to the church. 

An especially big thank you goes out to the members of the SLIC committee: Tim Chandler, Mark Ezell, 
Abby Gatliff, Daniel Hightower, Larry Michael, Glenn Ross, Karen Weeks, and John Yeilding. Thanks also 
to Isabeth Gannon who faithfully maintains and updates membership statistics for the church.

Janice Cotton, Chair 2022



Church Membership Statistics
Annual Report to the Congregation

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP       12-31-21 607 

ITEMS FOR 2022
       
ADDITIONS            +15
Professions of Faith     4    
Reaffirmations of Faith    5         
Transfers of Church Letter    4
Affiliate      1   
Rejoin      1 

LOSSES                 -16
Death       12    
Deletions      0 
Transfers to Other Churches   2 
Now ordained ministers of Presbytery   2

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP       12-31-22 606
Residents      526   
Non-Residents       93 
Females      340 
Males       267 
Non-confirmed Children     104
Affiliates          8 
Active membership (606) + Children (104) =             710
   
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP + NON-CONFIRMED CHILDREN

606  Active Members + 104 Non-confirmed Children   12-31-21 710  
          

BIRTHS
03/11/22 Gray Mize, infant son of Catherine and Hunter Mize
03/15/22 Grace Kuba, infant daughter of Donnie and Whitney Kuba
04/14/22 Ruthie Gatliff, infant daughter of Cort and Abby Gatliff
05/20/ 22 Elizabeth Nix, infant daughter of Haley and Brandon Nix
05/24/22 David Keb, infant son of PJ and Sarah Keb
05/25/22 Norah Killilea, infant daughter of Daniel and Jessica Killilea
07/24/22 Levi Heiser, infant son of Kermit and Megan Heiser
09/14/22 Jayden Odii, infant son of Kenny and Vivian Odii
10/14/22 Wren Bonner, infant daughter of Drew and Merrick Bonner
10/20/22 Gray Buck, infant son of Hardie and Rachel Buck



BAPTISMS
05/01/22 Lynden Gradert, infant son of Kenny and Erin Gradert
05/08/22 Margie McGill, infant daughter of Max and Mary Martin McGill
08/14/22 Grace Kuba, infant daughter of Donnie and Whitney Kuba
08/14/22 Maggie Kuba, daughter of Donnie and Whitney Kuba
11/20/22 Ruthie Gatliff, infant daughter of Cort and Abby Gatliff
11/20/22 Gray Mize, infant son of Hunter and Catherine Mize

WEDDINGS PERFORMED AT SOUTH HIGHLAND
01/22/22 Megan Angler and Chris Jeter (NM)
03/19/22 Ashley Hamm and Graham Thompson (NM)
10/01/22 Kaylee Ingram and Harrison Helms (NM)
11/05/22 Tasha Smith and Joel Berry
11/19/22 Rebekah Vickery and Christopher Warren (NM)

DEATHS
01/01/22 Clint Butler
02/18/22 Virginia Cross
03/06/22 Hugh Craig
03/16/22 MiMi Lanier
04/16/22 Jaques Mathes
07/10/22 Lynn Perry
08/06/22 Julia Jones
08/12/22 Joan Goodson
08/26/22 Greta Clark
09/29/22 Teresa Vida
10/05/22 Cottie Battles
11/26/22 John Carmichael

CONFIRMANDS - PROFESSION OF FAITH
04/10/22 Bartley Stokes Goodrich
04/10/22 John Bartow Lloyd
04/10/22 Angeline Arden Turnbull
04/10/22 Patrick Grey Watts

NEW MEMBERS 
01/30/22 Elijah Gregory
01/30/22 Andy & Stacye Thompson (Alina)
04/17/22 Kenny & Erin Gradert (Lynden)
06/05/22 Dallas & Emily Knight
06/05/22 Debby Haralson (affiliate)
09/18/22 Kenny & Vivian Odii (Jasen & Jayden)
12/12/22 Molly D’Esposito
12/12/22 Ray Forrester
12/12/22 Justin Grimaldi
12/12/22 Amy McGill 



2022 Annual Report
Worship Ministry

2022 was a busy year, as always, for the Worship Committee. COVID restrictions began lifting early 
in the year, and navigating those ever-changing policies was quite an endeavor. As the COVID 
task force advised less and less restrictions, worship at South Highland began to look more like its 
normal self. We were able to shift both Wednesday night vespers and the 8:30 early services back 
into the chapel. We also re-introduced a more standard-looking communion, with bread and juice 
cups, though the pre-packaged single serving communion was and continues to be an option for 
those that prefer it. As with all major world-shaking events, some changes tend to be more perma-
nent than others, and we have decided that communion by modified intinction will probably be a 
long-lasting change. If full intinction from a common cup ever comes back to South Highland, it 
will be very very far down the road. 

The music ministry also saw some drastic changes in 2022. We said heartfelt goodbyes to both Or-
ganist Jim Dorroh and Minister of Music Matthew Grauberger, and a warm hello to Kenny Lewis, 
our new Organist and Minister of Music! Kenny took the banner and ran with it, tackling a busy 
Christmas season full of guest concerts and an absurd number of choir pieces by John Rutter. As 
it turns out, it’s handy to have a professional organ repair person on staff, as Kenny was also able to 
move the entire organ console to the center of the choir loft, enabling him to both play and direct 
the lessons and carols service on December 18 and on Christmas Eve. 

The worship committee continues to embrace technology, adapting how the services are live-
streamed and broadcast. The long-standing radio broadcast ended, but in its place is a new phone 
call broadcast. Instead of listening to the radio, users that sign up can receive a phone call when the 
livestream of the service begins, and the entire service is then communicated via phone until the 
livestream ends. The video livestream itself continues to grow and evolve as well. In 2022, South 
Highland’s services were viewed by almost 1,700 unique viewers, most of those views coming from 
mobile devices and desktop computers. Not surprisingly, the majority of those watching are in the 
Birmingham area, though some worshippers have been tuning in from as far as New York, Califor-
nia, Oregon, and South Florida!

A special word of thanks is warranted to those Worship Committee members rolling off with the 
close of 2022: Jim Harpenau, Barbara Hayslip, and Wende Berryhill. Thank you so much for all your 
hard work and contributions to this team. We also welcome those new members joining us starting 
in 2023: Earv Stapleton, Talulah Watson, and Steve Ashworth. We look forward to making 2023 as 
big a success as the past year. 

Submitted by

Kelly Blighton



Board of Deacons
Annual Report to the Congregation

Calendar Year 2022

The deacons continued to minister on behalf of South Highland Presbyterian Church and its mem-
bers through various outreach activities to help the needs and situations of our members, our home-
bound and community individuals in the greater Birmingham area.

Phone calls and greeting cards were important once again this year due to the lingering effects of 
COVID. Regular contact was made with the homebound and also with those experiencing life 
events such as, illness, death, births and other needs. Sue Koch, again, coordinated the card ministry 
throughout the year.  Fortunately, we were able to make several in person visits and also shared com-
munion with some.

The “Casserole Posse” met a few times this year to prepare casseroles in order to stock the church 
freezer to provide meals to members throughout the year as needs arose.  This year the posse prepared 
60 or so casseroles that were delivered.  Barbara Hayslip generously provided her amazing kitchen 
and all ingredients were furnished by the posse.

The deacons also made sure a rose was purchased and placed on the chancel in the Sanctuary during 
the Sunday service for births to members of the church family immediately after each birth.  After 
the service the rose is delivered to the family along with a casserole.  

Finally, after a couple of years of COVID, this year we were able to hold a luncheon for members 
who reside at Kirkwood by the River.  The luncheon was catered and  Barbara Hayslip, Jeannie Jones 
and Bill Thornton were on hand to serve the residents.  Larry and Katheryn Michael also attended 
and helped make it a very special afternoon.

We were glad to be able to host the All Saint’s Luncheon on Sunday November 6 after the 11am 
service for the family members who lost a loved one during the previous 12 months. The lunch was 
catered and several deacons along with Chef Joe help set up and serve the lunch.  Dr. Steve Sweat 
spoke to the group about dealing with grief and loss.  

Barbara Hayslip, Jeannie Jones and Sue Koch coordinate the Angel Tree ministry this year.  It was an-
other huge success due to the generosity and caring of South Highland Presbyterian Church mem-
bers in ensuring both children and adults in Birmingham had a nice Christmas. This year our own 
SHOP program was included and were so appreciative.  Our theme this year was “Everyone deserves 
to experience the joy of Christmas.”   Thanks to everyone who participated and every angel was ad-
opted and received the joy of Christmas.

In early December, Barbara and Vic Hayslip once again hosted as the deacons to gathered and en-
joyed Christmas cheer together.  We were able to reflect on the year and all that was accomplished 
by the amazing group of church leaders lead by Dr Larry Michaels.  After a fabulous evening, each 
deacon took home poinsettias and goody bags to take to the homebound members to brighten their 
Christmas a well.

Another year we were blessed to serve God, SHPC and each other!

Respectfully submitted,

Jeannie Jones and Bill Thornton
2022 Deacon Board Co-chairs



Martha’s Guild Annual Report

Operational Budget:

Members:
Elizabeth Ezell 
Debbie Laws 
Janet Perry 
Lilette Robinson 
Kay Smith 
Mary Margaret Yeilding 

Chair: 
Elsa R. Holaday 

Work of the Committee:

 *  To serve wirh Joy and Love

 *  Cleaning of the Communion linens each month throughout the year for the Chapel and Sanc  
 tuary, in preparation and celebration of the Holy Sacrament.

 *  All silver is cleaned and polished,  all paraments and linens are repaired, restored and properly   
 stored.

 *  New linens are given as a gift for the church from Committee members. 

 *  Cleaning of the Sacristy throughout the year. 

 *  Coordinate with Worship Ministry Committee for upcoming Liturgical Seasons. 

Respectfully, 

Elsa R. Holaday 



South Highland Center
Annual Report to the Congregation

2022 was a great year for The South Highland Center. Last year marked 25 years The South High-
land Center has been serving families in the Birmingham area. In 2022, we served 45 families with 
a current caseload of 29 clients who attend various days throughout the week.

We continue to offer music and art therapy 4 days per week. This year we have been fortunate to 
add drum therapy to our Friday schedule, which really gets our folks going to the beat of the music.

We also have a terrific volunteer, Jordan Foster, who is the daughter of Barbara Hayslip. Jordan is 
very dedicated to The Center. She donates her time twice a week and will gladly complete any task 
that is asked of her.

We are thankful for the continued financial support from South Highland. We receive donations 
from members, PW circles and monthly scholarship funds from the Church, not to mention your 
generosity during our fundraisers.

We have also formed a great alliance with Alzheimer’s of Central Alabama. Currently, ACA is pro-
viding scholarships for 19 of our clients to offset some of the monthly costs of attending The Cen-
ter. To show our support for ACA, this year our walk team donated $3,400.00! We also had a good 
number of good-looking folks attend the Walk. We look forward to an even larger number next 
year!

Thank you again for your continued support of The South Highland Center!

Respectfully Submitted,

Alison Walker, Executive Director




