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 It sounds too good to be true, a reign of peace, “and there shall be endless peace with 
justice and righteousness coming to us and given to us by the Prince of Peace now and 
evermore.  Yet it is ultimately the only thing that is true.  Or boil it down like this:  life is either 
Christ or Chaos.  And Christ the Messiah whose name is Jesus who was from eternity God of 
God, comes among us as a baby who grows to be our Savior, then through his ultimate act of 
love on the Cross and Resurrection he brings us this gift of Peace.    

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer said it like this,  
 
“When God comes in love to humans,    
unites himself to them, peace is made between God and human beings 
 and between human beings and human beings.   
 
We all long for peace: peace among nations, peace among political parties, peace 

among differing races, and peace among and within families.   Yet in a violent society, wars and 
conflict and anxiety continue.   Peace begins not from the outside, politics - but from the inside, 
Faith. Within ourselves.  Yet we cannot will ourselves to have peace, and to be peaceful, on our 
own.  As Paul wrote – “I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. Who will rescue me?” To 
discover and live in such peace we must look beyond ourselves.   

 
At Christmas the spirit of giving is strong.  We feel a spirit of love and warmth and 

generosity, we hear again the expression, “Oh if we could just keep the Christmas Spirit all year 
long.” Well- for that to happen we must genuinely receive before we give.   We must receive 
the Gift God came to Earth to give. 

 
We heard the Lesson - “His own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.”i  Then as God’s children 
who find life’s meaning in Him and not in our own sense of self-importance, career, family, 
money, trophies, we find the capacity to live as a giver.  And bit by bit, more and more the spirit 
of Christ grows in us, and we are changed to be agents of peace who beat swords into 
plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks. “Glory to God in the highest and peace – Peace on 
Earth.” 

 
Let’s dive deeper into this peace of God – founded upon the promises of God – which 

gives us the presence of God, and fills us with the power of God. 
 

I 
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 First, Peace is founded upon promises.  Peace was what King Ahaz was looking for in a 
fearful time for little Israel 800 years before Jesus, with nations of Egypt and Assyria 
threatening all around them.   Ahaz wanted to get promises of peace from them.  But Isaiah 
was sent by God to tell him the peace he longed for would not come through promises made in 
foreign alliances, but through a baby, a child, a son. 
 

“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this.”ii 
 
What do you make of these promises?  Just idealistic dreaming or a coming reality?  Is 

there a connection we can find between the peace God promises and peace in this world?   For 
so long the world had waited.  One nation would rise, another would fall.  Israel had been 
delivered from Egyptian slavery only, on forgetting the promises and putting their trust not in 
God but in weapons, they find themselves again defeated and taken as slaves again in first 
Assyrian Exile and then Babylonian Exile.  

 
There were 400 years when God seemed silent, like he was not listening to his people’s 

pleas.  Still his promises continued, “I will bring you home.”  And sure, enough he did back to 
Jerusalem, only for the Jewish people to again find themselves again putting their trust in other 
false gods, under first the Greeks, then the Romans, who swooped in and engulfed them so that 
they became again an occupied people under the iron grip of the Roman Emperor Caesar 
Augustus.   
 
 Still the promises continued, and at just the right time, in just the just the right way, in 
just the right place, God brought forth his little prince of peace in a virgin birth to a peasant 
couple in a borrowed animal shed.  “After having tried for generations to cure what ails us, God 
reached for something inconceivable.  God put on our back doorstep a solution so radical that 
many missed it.”iii 
 

II 
 Trusting his Promises, we can thus second experience his Presence.  The Presence of 
this Prince of Peace who comes to bring us his peace.   Haven’t you experienced this? 
Sometimes even when you did not know it was something from God- how in the middle of a 
tough spot, a broken relationship, a shattering health diagnosis, a business failure, a loss of 
something important, that still there, just there, you experienced this quiet peace?  “Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.   Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid,” Jesus told us.” John 14:27. We can know 
Christ is here – with us, in us – and so e have peace through his presence. 
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 A Franciscan sister and scientist Ilia Delio find evidence of a benevolent universe in 
evolutionary change driven by love.  She writes,  
 

“To have faith in a God of unconditional love is to realize how intimately close God is.  
In his own day Jesus was immersed in a violent culture, a culture of conflict and 
anxiety.  But he also knew of the deeper truth hidden beneath the surface of human 
judgment, namely that this broken, anxious world is oozing with God.  He asked us to 
have faith, to believe that the reign of God is among us and within us.”iv 

 
 As Isaac Watts’ great carol, “joy to the World, the Lord has Come,” tells us –  
 
 “He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove, 
 The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of His love 
 And wonders of His love 
And wonders, wonders of His love.” 
 
  
 
 

III 
 And so, trusting His Promises, (spend time in the Scriptures to immerse yourself in these 
promises.) experiencing his Presence. The power of the Holy Spirit to support and strengthen 
you in times when peace seems out of reach. Through in prayer inviting the Lord’s presence 
into your heart and mind. you will be given Power through this Prince of Peace.  You will be 
given inner power to face whatever may come your way with his Peace inside you.  “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens and empowers me.” 
 
 His peace is available and gets to work within us, when we receive this gift from on high, 
the peace of God that makes us his children from the outside in. Then with His presence, we 
have power to share this gift from the inside out. 
 

“The work of Christmas begins, 
To find the lost,  
To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,  
To release the prisoner, 
 To rebuild the nations,  
To bring peace among people, 
 To make music in the heart.” v 
 
Amen. 
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i John 1:11-12 
ii Isaiah 9:6-7 
iii William Willimon, Watch For the Light, p.146 
iv Iia Delio, The Unbearable Wholeness of Being: God, Evolution, and the Power of Love, p.83,84 
v Howard Thurman, “The Work of Christmas” 
vi Rom 7:18,24 
vii Howard Thurman “The Work of Christmas”  
 

                                                      


