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 Way back when Gayle and I were serving in our first Church together, and we began at Kirk of the Hills in 
Tulsa, OK, on Christmas Eve 1981 arriving from graduate studies in Scotland literally a few days before, and all this 
several years before the birth of our children, we were asked some time later if we would be interested in staying 
with  Matt and Marilyn Mildren, the young children of Bill and Karen Mildren, and look after them while the 
parents were on a two week trip to China.  We said sure, would be delighted to come over and look after the kids 
and the house.  And we had a blast, with them as we contemplated getting into this kid thing ourselves.  
 
 The Mildren’s sat near the back of the balcony off to the right side each Sunday in that large sanctuary.  
The Sunday before they were to leave for China, Bill leaned over to little six-year-old Matt, pointed to me way off 
in the distance up on the chancel wearing my robe and said, “That man and his wife are going to come stay with 
you and your sister at our house while we are gone.  Suddenly Matt got this terrified look on his face and blurted 
out, “You mean God’s coming to our house?” 
 
 That is the message of Christmas.  Christmas is the miracle of God coming to our house, to live among us 
as a human being, holy eternal God coming as a poor helpless infant born to a peasant couple in a backwater 
province, traveling away from their home, coming all the way to Bethlehem, at a most inconvenient time upon the 
order of the Roman Emperor Augustus, who wanted a census taken so more taxes could be collected.  And, like 
little Matt, when the angel appeared to the shepherds suddenly on a starry night out in their fields soon 
accompanied by an avalanche of music and light, and angelic choir, they were terrified.  “They were sore afraid,” is 
the way King James says it.   
 
 There are so many things that can make us sore afraid.  We are afraid of losing our health, losing our 
wealth, losing our jobs, losing our friends, losing our reputation.  There is violence all around, war in Ukraine, and 
right here in our little city, one of the highest murder rates in the nation. These things we fear.  Throughout this 
nuclear armed world, we fear the increasing destruction of each succeeding generation, we fear what we are doing 
to the environment.  We fear inflation, stagflation and deflation.  We fear growing old and then that final fear, the 
fear of death, when life as we know it ceases. 
 
 Amid all this, The Good News of Jesus Christ comes upon us saying, “Do not fear.”  Do not be afraid. To 
you is born a savior. Love is stronger than fear, life is stronger than death. Light is stronger than darkness. Into our 
time and space-bound world God enters, the Creator of the Cosmos, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, comes in the 
form of a little baby, a human being born as we all were and as our future children will be, to declare to us we have 
nothing to fear.  Fullness of life can be ours now and forever through this Savior sent on that quiet night, in that far 
away, long ago place, called Bethlehem.  As Martin Luther said,  
 

“Look upon baby Jesus.  All subsequent chatter of learned theologians is but a series of footnotes on the 
primal baby talk.” 

 
 Throughout Advent we have looked at the names ascribed to a savior deliverer god promised Isaiah 800 
years before Jesus Christ came.  “The savior is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.”   All those years later, in studying this prophecy, Matthew saw the link to this one whose birth 
celebration brings us here tonight. Matthew records the angel’s message to Joseph, telling him not to fear taking 
Mary as his wife.  Joseph you see discovers Mary is pregnant and the child growing inside her is not his.  Being a 
just man, a good man, heart-broken Joseph decides to divorce her quietly.  But an angel of the Lord appears to him 
in a dream telling him, it is not what you think! 
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“‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.’   

 
 Matthew continues, “All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,’ which means, ‘God is with 
us.’” 
 
 Tonight, this lovely story comes down to us, this tiny point of light, this place of utter stillness, this center-
point in a fearful world dangerous world.  Tonight, angels descend singing of God’s glory. Shepherds, the lowest 
rung of society are the first to receive the news and rush to see for themselves. Then wise men from the East 
arrive bringing their gifts, the highest and the lowest receive the Good News that we are no longer alone.  The 
mysterious Holy One who created all things and all people and all planets and all the cosmos has come to our 
house.   
 
 Karl Barth described it like this, 
 

“For to you is born this day a Savior.  For your sake God was not content to be God but willed to become 
man; for you he emptied himself that you may be lifted up and drawn unto him.  The wondrous deed 
brought him no gain, fulfilled no need of his.  It was accomplished only for you, for us.  The Christmas 
story then is a story that is enacted with us and for us.”i  

 
Tonight, as we gather with loved ones, family, friends, or if you are here alone, yet know this:  we are not 

alone and we need not fear.   We have nothing to fear if we will hear and receive this story and this Savior, this 
God who is with us, Emmanuel, and then go out to live the new life he came to begin in us. John’s gospel opens 
saying, 

 
“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God… And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” ii 
 
Earlier this week the Shalom Fellowship Group celebrated Christmas with a festive luncheon at The Club 

where Dr. Greg Chapman, a wonderful member of our congregation and noted nationally recognized cardiologist 
at UAB spoke to us about stories of some of his patients he has written about in his book A Strong and Steady 
Pulse.  One story he told was of a heart patient named Gus Hendricks who was a Tennessee walking horse trainer 
in Shelbyville, Tennessee, and himself something of a story teller, like Greg. But the trainer needed a heart 
transplant.   

 
He was staying at Vanderbilt University Hospital where Greg was practicing, awaiting a donor, when a 

major blockage in his heart was discovered requiring a risky procedure the very next day, a procedure Greg said 
was riskier than the heart transplant itself.   Greg had a restless night, knowing how risky it was.  The next day 
arriving in his room before doing the procedure, Greg found Gus was not there.  Usually that meant only one thing.  
The patient had died.  However, Greg discovered that during the night another man had died in a car wreck who 
was a perfect match, and his patient had a successful heart transplant that very night and was doing well in 
recovery.  Going in to see him, Greg’s patient and friend said, “You know Doc, it is strange, a man had to die for me 
to live.” 
 
 That is the Gospel- right?  A man had to die for us to live.   Jesus the Son of God, born in a stable had to 
die on a cross. St. Paul said, “For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” And he did it all out of love, love for you and me.  Love for this whole world.  
The angel this night announces is that God is not off remote in the Heavens. 
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To you this day is born a Savior who is the Messiah the Lord, and he is lying in a manger where animals 
eat, wrapped in linen cloth on fresh straw.  The light has come.  The love has been given.  God has come 
to our house up close and personal. 

 
 The message to us is come and come now today, worship and adore him.  Receive your Savior and live 
your life for him.  Then share this news, far and wide. 
 
 There is a lovely story recounted every Christmas in the forests of Provence in southern France about four 
shepherds who came to Bethlehem to see the child.  One brought eggs, a second brought bread and cheese, a 
third brought wine.  And the fourth, whose name was L’Enchante, meaning “the Enchanted One”, brought nothing 
at all.  The first three visit in the outer area with Mary and Joseph, telling them how happy they are for them, how 
cozy the stable looks, and present their gifts.   
 
 But looking around, where was L’Enchante – the Enchanted One?  Like a flag or a flame taking the 
direction of the wind, he had taken the direction of love and gone straight to the child.  They found him there 
kneeling at the crib.  All through the night he stayed there adoring, worshipping, whispering again and again, “Jesu, 
Jesu, Jesu – Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.iii 
 
 Friends, we have spent this past month and then some preparing for this celebration, parties, festivals, 
lighted trees, concerts, feasts, and tonight we come to this still quiet moment.  The gift of love itself, God in human 
flesh. He has come to your house to bring you to his house.   Will he find a home within you tonight and always?   
 
Amen. 

 

i Karl Barth, Deliverance to Captives, p.23 
ii John 1:10-14 
iii Brennan Manning, Watch for the Light, “Shipwrecked at the Stable”, p.191,192 

                                                      


