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I 
 The Italian film, “La Dolce Vita” opens with a helicopter flying slowly through the sky 
close to the ground.  Hanging by a rope beneath it is a life-size statue of a man wearing robes, his 
arms outstretched so that he looks like he is flying all on his own. The statue flies over a field 
and workers look up, waving their hats and yelling.  Then one of them recognizes the statue, 
“Hey it’s Jesus!”   And others join in running along behind it.  
 
 The helicopter flies on and comes to an apartment building with a roof-top swimming 
pool where a number of beautiful well-endowed girls in bikinis are lounging.  It circles back over 
as the pilots try to get another look, then hovering over the pool, they shout out trying to get the 
girls telephone numbers, explaining they are dropping the statue off at the Vatican and will be 
happy to return once that mission is accomplished.   
 
 All along the way there is this humorous sense of incongruity between the lifeless stone 
statue and the scantily clad bathing beauties. Little doubt which of the two, laughing movie goers 
would choose.  The helicopter with the statue continues on and comes upon the great dome of St. 
Peter’s, and then for the first time the camera zooms in closer: just the head of the bearded face 
of Christ fills the whole screen. 
 

Suddenly no one in the theatre is laughing.  There is something about that face that makes 
all in the audience silent.  From an irrelevant antique statue up in the sky there is suddenly a 
moment of silence as all make connection with that face, the face of Jesus.i The face of the one 
who knows us all, inside and out! 
 
 This is really what Christmas is all about, and Advent, as we make our way through the 
ancient  prophets foretelling over hundreds of years, through mighty empires of Egypt and 
Assyria and Babylon, and Rome, finally coming at what the Apostle Paul calls, “the fullness of 
time,” to  the close u-up picture - the humble scene in a smelly animal stall  where a peasant 
couple gaze upon the face of their newborn son, this moment of all moments.  
 
 “Let all mortal flesh keep silence, And with fear and trembling stand;  

Ponder nothing earthly minded, For with blessing in His hand, 
 Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. “  
 
 At first maybe we see this Jesus as a distant irrelevant stone statue.  Something that has 

little to do with going to work or school or cleaning the house, or ending a senseless war, our 
ordinary lives.  We’ve been this way before.   We know where this story ends. But then, to look 
into his face, deeply to feel his warm embrace, to know the love of God that comes to us in Jesus 
Christ, again and again and again- here in this child we wait for comes the “Mighty God.” 
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II 
 These prophecies of Isaiah were written almost eight hundred years before Jesus’ birth.  
They must be seen through bifocals.  Through one lens we see the current political challenges of 
a Jewish king named Ahaz who is making desperate alliances with the Assyrian King Tiglath-
Pilesar III hoping thereby for protection from the Egyptians.  Isaiah is sent to tell him the Lord 
God will send protection from another direction.  Don’t seek protection through the Assyrians.  
But Isaiah’s message falls on deaf ears.  Thus, he declares, “The Lord himself will give you a 
sign.”ii  The child Isaiah spoke of nearly 800 years before Christ is most likely considered to 
have been young King Hezekiah of Judah.   That is the prophecy seen through one lens. 
 

But through the other lens in our bifocals, early Christians and the Christian Church from 
its beginning, have seen in this child the Messiah who will be named Jesus.  Abby began last 
week telling us one of the names this sign ascribed to him.  This One God will, send will be the 
“Wonderful Counselor.”  God is going to send a sign, not through these foreign alliances, but 
through fulfilling his promises of a descendent of the Great King David.   
 
 Now not only will he be wisdom incarnate, the Wonderful Counselor, he will also be the 
“Mighty God” whose authority shall grow continually, He will establish the throne of the ancient 
great King David yet again, and bring a new Kingdom filled with justice and righteousness.   
 
 Here in a child ruler Isaiah foretells one who will be the Mighty God.  Mighty God - It is 
such an immense overpowering term.  A military term evoking battle imagery. “Who is the King 
of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty. The Lord mighty in battle.” Into the world of Rome with 
its overwhelming power will come yet another, the true and only Mighty God.   
 
 The ancient world was filled with many gods and goddesses, temples were built 
throughout the Mediterranean region to all sorts of ancient deities.  Many of them to multiple 
deities.   The Greeks started the list, Zeus, Apollo, Heremes, Hera, Aphrodite.  Rome came along 
and renamed them, Jupiter, Juno, Mars, Mercury, Apollo, Minerva, Vulcan, Yes Vulcan!  They 
even called the emperor Caesar Augustus a god.   
 
 These ancient figures evoked power. Their favor was sought.  But they were remote, 
impotent, unconcerned with human welfare.  The only real powerful god was the Emperor; hence 
this cult arose ascribing Caesar with divinity.   
 

III 
 

Into such a world, The Lord God promised to send One who alone was truly the Mighty 
God.  We see this bold image of him clothed in all his might in the vision John is given on the 
island of Patmos.  Jesus Christ coming out of the clouds, like the statue beneath the helicopter, 
only here he is the real thing.  The real deal. This Jesus is dressed regally, a long robe, a golden 
sash across his chest, majestic and awesome, his eyes like flames of fire, his hair white as white 
wool.   In his hand he holds seven stars, out of his mouth protrudes a sharp two- edged sword. 
His face shines like the sun. 
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“Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of 
the earth will wail.  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  

 
 Here is this image of true might and eternal power that John is told will, in the final days, 
be revealed.  Here is the Mighty God.   
 
 This Jesus is the One who has come, who comes among us here and now, and who will 
come at the end of all things.   Really, we should not say he is coming again, for he has never left 
us.   He is with us here, now, today, always, and one day he will come to complete all things as 
this picture in Revelation tells us.  He will be mighty, but his might will not be of the sort that 
kings and emperors and generals and admirals exercise.  He will be strong and mighty, but 
humble and lowly.  
 

Matthew’s Gospel describes how Jesus began his ministry, leaving Nazareth and 
traveling across the Jordan to Gentile territory, outsider territory, Matthew quotes from Isaiah, 
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles – the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has dawned.”  As Isaiah chapter 2 tells us, “He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore.”   Wow! Here is the sort of might Jesus comes to exercise.    
A little child who is the Mighty God.   His might will be such as no government, no army can 
stop.   
 
 We have watched in both hope and fear recently as vast crowds of Chinese people have 
risen up against China’s repressive government, calling for change in the way they are ruled by a 
totalitarian leader and regime.  We have seen how the government has responded forcefully, and 
we wait prayerfully to see how this will all turn out.  We know that ultimately brutal force will 
not end happily for the oppressors.  But in the near term it may not turn out happily for the 
protestors.  
 
 Our world is armed to the teeth today.  Fear of nuclear, MAD, Mutually Assured 
Destruction, is something we live with, and get closer and closer to each succeeding day.  Yet the 
voice of people in China, in Russia, in Ukraine, in the United States may yet be heard and 
heeded.  President Dwight Eisenhower once said,  
 

“I like to think that people want peace more than governments.   In fact, I think that 
people want peace so badly that one of these days government had better get out of their 
way and let them have it.”   

  
 As William Sloane Coffin said,  
 

“Christ who endured the manger and the cross, and so much in between, expects us to 
endure better than we are at present…   Christ came to stand in deliberate tension with 
the way we live, the way we think.”iii 
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 We find in this mighty God we wait for, a sure strong foundation, a mighty fortress, who 
will protect us from all evil, not be wiping all evil out in the near term, but by accompanying us 
through whatever we are called to face. Jesus said, 
 

“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing 
more.  But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority 
to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!”iv 

 
 This One for whom we wait is Mighty.   
 

IV 
For you see, this One we wait for whom is God.  We make the human connection with 

Jesus because in his humble humanity he entered our world just like us, coming at just the right 
moment in time.  When the statue comes up close and we see his face, we grasp he knows us 
inside and out and He loves us more than anyone or anything, because he is no mere human. He 
is God.   

 
The Nicene Creed we will affirm today, the most universal and ancient of all the 

Christian Creeds, defines him, in response to those who said, well he looks a lot like God, his 
attributes are like God, but he is not God.  The Nicene Creed says, as a matter of fact he is.  Not 
only is he God, he is Very God.  “God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten not made, of one Being with the Father.”   

 
How could it be said any stronger?  Well maybe only by that Roman soldier at the foot of 

the Cross, who said at the moment life went out from him, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  
Thus, the might, the weapon with which this Son of God.  There from the cross and throughout 
his life, was the weapon of love.  Love brought him o us. Love conquered.  Love won.  Love is 
the most powerful force in all creation.   

 
The strength of this Mighty God is found in the power of his love.  His might is 

subordinate to his love.  God loves us so much that he exercises his power in love sending us 
himself in the person of his Son.   

 
Now that that love is given to us, through love you and I are elevated as his children to 

participate in and carry out that ultimate act of Jesus Christ. Out of love and compassion, and not 
out of prudence or power.”  Listen to how Peter Gomes puts it,  

 
“I do not believe that God moves in thunderstorms or speaks in accents of natural 
disaster.  I do not believe that God interferes in the often-tragic course of the world’s 
activities.  I do not believe that God is a great puppeteer who somehow pulls the strings 
for good or for bad depending upon his temper or ours.  Rather, I believe that God has 
made the world and loves it so much that he has given himself into our hands and thus 
made his work our opportunity.  God has chosen not to act in the form of phenomena; he 
has chosen now to act in the form of men and women who know him, love him, and serve 
him.  By God’s love for us in Jesus Christ we are become in ourselves, in our own 
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persons, in our daily work, acts of God, evidence, living proof that the God who acted in 
the lives of the prophets, the martyrs, and the saints, still acts in the likes and the lives of 
us.”v 

 
 Today, on this Second Sunday of Advent, the Mighty God, Jesus beckons you, beckons 
me, come to me.  I am come to you.  Come to me.  Light has dawned.  Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” 
 Amen. 
 
 
  
 
 

i Frederick Buechner, Secrets in the Dark, “The Face in the Sky”, p.22-23 
ii Isaiah 7:14 
iii William Sloane Coffin, Riverside Sermons volume 1, p.271 
iv Luke 12:4-5 
v Peter Gomes, Sermons – Biblical Wisdom for Daily Living, p.179 

                                                      


