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WELCOME  

PRELUDE              “Air on the G String”                               J.S. Bach

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                      
Comfort, comfort my people!
Speak tenderly and proclaim:
Our hard service has been completed,
    our sin has been paid for,
We have received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all our sins.
In the wilderness prepare
    the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert
    a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be raised up,
    every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
    the rugged places a plain.
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
    and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

†*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #2 (blue)   
                        “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”           Hyfrydol

Entrance of the Word and the Light

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
Unison Prayer: Eternal God, through long generations you pre-
pared a way for the coming of your son, and by your Spirit you 
still bring light to illumine our paths.  Renew us in faith and hope 
that we may welcome Christ to rule our thoughts and claim our 
love, as Lord of lords and King of kings, to whom be glory always.  

Amen.

*CALL TO CONFESSION
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Rev. Cort Gatliff  - 8:30

Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley - 11:00

Kenny Lewis, organ

based on Isaiah 40

Words in bold text are spoken 

in unison by the congregation.

Erin & Kenny Gradert with 

Lynden - 8:30

Tasha Smith & Joel Berry - 11:00

Rev. Cort Gatliff  - 8:30

Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley - 11:00



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and holy Father, we confess our willingness to be loved, 
but also our reluctance to love. We confess our readiness to accept 
Your pardoning grace, but also our refusal to forgive others. We 
confess our eagerness to receive Your redeeming love, but also our 
resistance to follow You without question. In this season of Advent, 
forgive us our failure to respond as we should. Come to us anew, 
and by Your grace transform us to receive You with joy, as the shep-
herds; with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary; and with 

love, as You have loved us. Even so: come, Lord Jesus, come. 

*CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE

*DECLARATION OF GRACE & FORGIVENESS 
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
O Lord open our lips,
and our mouths shall show forth Your praise. 

†*RESPONSE    “Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending”       Helmsley

Yes, Amen! Let all adore You high on your eternal throne; 
Crowns and empires fall before You, claim the kingdom for Your own: 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, Come, Lord Jesus, 
Everlasting Christ, come down!

†*PEACE OF CHRIST The peace of Christ be with you!     
                                           And also with you!

CELEBRATIONS, JOYS, CONCERNS

       
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 

Following the children’s message, children kindergarten and younger will leave the 
sanctuary for enrichment. Children 1st grade and older will return to their parents. 

Please be sure and have a worship bag for this time.

MOMENT FOR MISSION

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON      Isaiah 8:16-22, NIV
16 Bind up this testimony of warning
    and seal up God’s instruction among my disciples.
17 I will wait for the Lord,

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
  

8:30 - Rev. Cort Gatliff 

11:00 - Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley

Greet your family and friends 

and check in Online to let us 

know who all is present and 

watching with you!

8:30 - Rev. Cort Gatliff 

11:00 - Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley

Children please come forward -  

Dallas Knight

Enrichment Volunteer this week: 

Isabeth Gannon

Lee Cooper

8:30 - Don Miley

11:00 - Garland Stansell 

Lord, have mer cy,- Lord have mer cy.- Christ have mer cy.-

Christ have mer cy.- Lord have mer cy,- Lord have mer cy.-
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    who is hiding his face from the descendants of Jacob.
   I will put my trust in him.
18 Here am I, and the children the Lord has given me. We are signs and sym-
bols in Israel from the Lord Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion.
19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper 
and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead 
on behalf of the living? 20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of 
warning. If anyone does not speak according to this word, they have no light 
of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when 
they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will 
curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look toward the earth and 
see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into 

utter darkness.                          

                               This is the Word of the Lord.

                               Thanks be to God.

*HYMN            “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”



SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON      Isaiah 9:1-7 NIV
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. 
In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, be-
yond the Jordan—

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
   on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;
  they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,
  as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.
5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood
   will be destined for burning,
    will be fuel for the fi re.
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
   And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
   establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
   from that time on and forever.
  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

All fl esh is grass, and all its glory is like the fl owers of the fi eld. 
The grass withers and the fl owers fall, but the Word of our 

Lord stands forever. Amen.

SERMON        “The Wonderful Counselor” 

                            1 - And He Shall Be Called...      
 

*RESPONSE               “For Unto Us”                 
And His Name shall be called Wonderful! Counselor!

The Mighty God! The Everlasting Father! The Prince of Peace!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

Rev. Abby Gatliff 

Rev. Abby Gatliff 

8:30 - Rev. Cort Gatliff 

11:00 - Dallas Knight



Rev. Cort Gatliff  - 8:30

Dallas Knight - 11:00

Chancel Ensemble - 8:30

Chancel Choir - 11:00

Rev. Abby Gatliff 

Chancel Choir

Kenny Lewis, organ

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the 

life everlasting. Amen.

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy king-
dom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES & OUR GIFTS TO GOD

 Off ertory Anthem  “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”       Paul Manz       

*DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION #53

                                       “What Child Is This”                 Greensleeves    

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him.  

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN #6 (blue) “Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending”       Helmsley

*BENEDICTION
       Recession of the Word and the Light

*CHORAL BENEDICTION (11:00)  
                     “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”              Peter Lutkin

POSTLUDE           “Nun Danket Alle Gott”             Georg F. Kaufmann

Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins

Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord
The Lord, Almighty God

Who was, and is, and is to come
Sing Holy, Holy Lord

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below

For Christ is coming, is coming soon
For Christ is coming soon

E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come
And night shall be no more

They need no light nor lamp nor sun
For Christ will be their All!



We Welcome You to Worship Today
We Welcome All Who Worship With Us warmly, and we invite you to deepen your life of faith 

in Jesus Christ!  Please consider membership in this faith community and to attend our next Discovery 
Group class that is held during the Sunday School hour.   If you’re interested in beginning or continuing 
your personal faith journey with us, please contact Polly Edwards (205-213-4870, pereader24@gmail.com) 

or Janice Cotton (205-492-2643,  janice.hts@gmail.com)

We Have Worship Bags For The Children to enhance their worship experience. The black bags 
are located  by the sanctuary door leading to the reception area and on the pew outside the Chapel 

door. Please return the bags to the stand when you leave the sanctuary or chapel.  Thank you! 

What is Happening at South Highland!
November 27, 2022

Be sure to check our Website, www.southhighland.org/events or click HERE or all upcoming events!!

The MarketPlace People Sunday school class is currently in a study of 1 and 2 Samuel.  They meet 
in person and by zoom - to  Join Zoom Meeting - https://bit.ly/SHPC-mkt3 Meeting ID: 811 5628 
6354 Passcode: 936749 - One tap mobile - +13092053325

Making a Home for Faith, Sunday school class is currently studying Bullies and Saints, a fascinating 
book of the ages for this age. Author John Dickson. All are welcome to join us, especially those who ar-
en’t currently involved in a Sunday morning class. Books are $15 each, available at the church offi  ce. 9:45 
am sharp, room G16. Larry & Kathryn Michael.

Vespers Wednesday, November 30 at 6:30pm - Join us for a meaningful Vespers service led by Rev. 
Cort Gatliff  this coming Wednesday in the chapel.  Dinner will be served at 5:30pm in the Davis Family 
Hall.  Please make your reservation today with Chef Joe!!

Christmas Together will be held December 4th starting at 4:00pm for the children. Potluck 
Dinner will follow at 5:00pm with Blessing of the Babies and a brief service at 6:00pm before we go 
outside to light the tree in the circle driveway. We need help—calling all folks who like to decorate. 
Please call the offi  ce and volunteer to decorate a table or two for our Christmas Together meal. We know 
everything will look so merry and festive!!

And He Shall Be Called...Advent Devotionals are ready for you to pick up or sign up for 
daily emails! This Advent, the staff  of SHPC has put together a daily devotional to help us keep our 
hearts and minds focused on who Jesus is and what he has done for us.  Pick up yours today!! 
Or email Dina Glass to receive it on your phone daily!

Our Stewarship Campaign for 2023 Update - We are off  to a great start with our Stewardship 
Campaign for 2023!  We have $1,118,300 pledged thus far toward our goal of $1,350,000.  If you have 
not submitted your pledge, please prayerfully consider so that we can complete our planning for a great 
2023. Extra pledge cards in the pews and with the Ushers.  You can also make your pledges through our 
website at https://southhighland.org/stewardship-2022/   Thank you! 



A Necessity We Often Forget About -Refugees around the world rely on the generosity of strangers 
for all their daily needs: food, medicine, shelter, water, clothing. One ongoing need often missed is femi-
nine hygiene products for refugee women. South Highland’s PW Esther Circle is collecting these prod-
ucts and hopes that you will donate some for this cause. Look for donation boxes at the head of the stairs 
near the CDC and in the entry hall outside the sanctuary. Or you can write a check payable to SHPC 
with “FHP” in the memo line. If you have questions, contact Beth Atkerson at 205-902-4535 or Lee 
Cooper at 205-592-0263. Thanks for helping!

Angel Tree - Everyone deserves to experience the joy of Christmas morning. South Highland’s Angel 
Tree program helps provide Christmas gifts for children and adults around the SHPC community. Sign 
up today to purchase gifts of new clothing, toys and other special items for someone in need. The gifts 
are distributed to the recipients to place under their family Christmas tree. And remember, you can be a 
blessing for as many “angels” as you want. Look for the angel trees throughout the church and visit the 
link printed on the angel, then bring your unwrapped gifts to the church by Sunday, December 11. Share 
your gifts of compassion and generosity this Christmas season! Learn more and sign up today at https://
southhighland.org/angel-2022/ . For information, email Barbara Hayslip (barbara.hayslip@yahoo.com) 
or Jeannie Jones (jjones@southhighland.org), or call the church at 205-933-0790 – and Merry Christ-
mas!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ~ The beautiful Poinsettias fi ll our church during Advent and Christ-
mas, heralding the approach of the joyful Christian celebration! This is made possible when South High-
land members buy a plant in honor of, or in memory of, special people in their lives. The poinsettias 
will be white this year and on sale Sundays, December 4 and 11 at $20 each. Return your payment and 
form below at the table in the reception area or send to the Church offi  ce, and label “ATTN: FLOWER 
GUILD.”  New this year - you can order and purchase on line by clicking here! 

PLEASE NOTE: the deadline for “in honor/memory of” to be printed in the Poinsettia bulletin is De-
cember 12. Make our church bloom with your purchase of a Poinsettia, but plan to leave the poinsettias 

in the Church through the Christmas Eve Services.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Number of Poinsettias _______ Payment enclosed _______ Cash _________ Check _________

Name of Donor __________________________________ Phone #______________________

In Honor/Memory of __________________________________________________________

THE CHRISTIAN LECTIONARY SERIES

Sunday, November 27 
Pss. 24; 150; 25; 110
Isa. 1:1–9
2 Pet. 3:1–10
Matt. 25:1–13

Monday, November 28
Pss. 122; 145; 40; 67
Isa. 1:10–20
1 Thess. 1:1–10
Luke 20:1–8

Tuesday, November 29
Pss. 33; 146; 85; 94
Isa. 1:21–31
1 Thess. 2:1–12
Luke 20:9–18

Wednesday, November 30
Pss. 50; 147:1–11; 53; 17
Isa. 2:1–4
1 Thess. 2:13–20
Luke 20:19–26

Thursday, December 1
Pss. 18:1–20; 147:12–20; 
126; 62; Isa. 2:5–22
1 Thess. 3:1–13
Luke 20:27–40

Friday, December 2
Pss. 102; 148; 130; 16
Isa. 3:1–4:1
1 Thess. 4:1–12
Luke 20:41–21:4

Saturday, December 3
Pss. 90; 149; 80; 72
Isa. 4:2–6
1 Thess. 4:13–18
Luke 21:5–19

Sunday, December 4 
Pss. 24; 150; 25; 110
Isa. 5:1–7
2 Pet. 3:11–18
Luke 7:28–35


