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 A woman once observed a young father in a grocery store pushing his cart with a fussy 
little two-year-old riding in the seat.   The woman heard this father saying softly over and over 
again, “Be patient, Billy.   Be patient.  You can handle this.  It is going to be all right Billy.  
Everything is OK.  The woman was so touched that she went over and interrupted the father, 
saying, “I just had to tell you what a loving and wonderful father you are to little Billy.”  The 
father said, “Actually, I’m Billy.  This is my son, Patrick!” 
 
 Today we are seeking to grow in the spiritual fruit of patience, something I know I need 
more of, and I imagine you do too.   
 

Last night my alma mater, Vanderbilt went down to the Tide 55-3 losing for the 23rd year 
in a row.  Well – there is next year! Patience!  

 
Few of us are innately born patient. Although I think my wife Gayle is the exception. She 

is blessed with an infinite amount of patience.  I have marveled at how she patiently guided and 
taught our children, and now our grandchildren.  Oh, and with me too. Gayle’s mother said when 
she was a baby and Betty was a school teacher in west Memphis, ARK she would take Gayle to 
school where she taught with her in a little basket set down beside her desk, Gayle would 
patiently sit, quiet and content all day long in that basket drawing or playing with a little toy!  
Patient! 
 

But Gayle is the exception.  Most of us have to grow in patience, and God promises us 
his Holy Spirit to be at work in us teaching us patience. As Reinhold Niebuhr said in the famous 
Serenity Prayer, adapted as the prayer for Alcoholics Anonymous, we need to pray, 
 
 God grant me the serenity (or substitute, the patience) 
 To accept the things that I cannot change; 
 Courage to change the things I can; 
 And wisdom to know the difference.   
 
 Now, we are not to be patient with the continuation of evil, wrongs and injustice, 
prejudice, cruelty.  I am currently reading the marvelous book by Alabama historian, long-time 
Professor of history at Auburn, Alabama Historian Laureate Wayne Flynt, Alabama in the 
Twentieth Century.  There he writes about the rapid growth of segregation in our state in the 
early Twentieth Century, and how the whole purpose of the new Constitution Alabama approved 
in 1901, was to institutionalize this gross injustice of white supremacy. Flynt recounts how the 
whole document, the longest and most convoluted constitution of any state in this nation, with 
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977 amendments, 40 times longer than the Constitution, was written to enshrine segregation into 
law.   
 

“What do we want,” asked John B. Knox of Anniston, president of the Constitutional 
Convention, “Why it is within the limits imposed by the Federal Constitution, to establish white 
supremacy in this State… If we would have white supremacy, we must establish it by law – not 
by force or fraud.”i  We are not to be patient with racial injustice.  As Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said, its time for the church today to become the headlights, not the tail lights of society. And his 
famous saying – “The arc of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice. We must not 
be patient with racial injustice. 

 
We must not to be patient with Russia’s brazen horrendous war and senseless vile torture 

and heartless crimes, they are visiting on the Ukrainians, not only upon soldiers, but children and 
the elderly and those in hospitals.  There is a time when we must act decisively.  As Shakespeare 
famously wrote in “Julius Caesar,” 
 

“There is a tide in the affairs of men, which taken at the flood leads on to fortune.  
Omitted, all the voyage of their life is bound in shallows and in miseries.   

  
I 

There is a time we must act and act decisively.  But there is also a time we must wait and 
watch, observe and encourage patiently.  Patience, as a fruit of the Spirit means: 
 

-The ability to endure for a long-time whatever opposition and suffering may come our 
way, and to show perseverance without wanting retaliation or revenge.   
 
-Patience means the ability to put up with the weaknesses and foibles of others (including 
especially other believers), and to show forbearance toward them, without getting quickly 
irritated or angry enough to want to fight back.ii   
 
-Patience is the ability to wait on the Lord without knowing how things will turn out 
ahead of time, freeing us from anxiety, tension and worry.   
 
-Patience is the ability to remain calm in the midst of turmoil. To have a non-anxious 
presence. 
 
Patience is something I confess I am not particularly good at.  Too often I think I know 

ahead of time what should happen and want to jump right to the correct answer, rather than 
listening patiently, watching patiently, waiting patiently.  The Apostle Paul in Ephesians calls us 
to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love.”iii 

 
Now, the place to begin any consideration of patience is with God’s patience of us seen 

throughout the Bible.  Time and again God holds back his fury on his people who have wandered 
from his way and deserve his judgment.  After the Israelites make an idol to worship in the form 
of a Golden Calf while Moses was up on the mountain receiving the law of God, because of 
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Moses’ pleading, standing in the gap gives God withholds his fury and gives the people another 
chance, with Moses climbing the mountain again, this time to make another copy of the 
Commandments, this time with Moses carving the letters in to the stone himself as God instructs 
him. 
 
 Jesus, again and again, is ever patient with his slow to learn and slow to obey disciples, 
saying God forgives us 70 x 7 times – or infinitely, and therefore we should do likewise.   

 
Our two texts today, from two short 3-chapter books, the Old Testament prophecy of 

Habakkuk, and the New Testament letter of 2 Peter, each call the community to patience amid 
difficult circumstances.   
 

II 
Habakkuk consists of a dialogue between the prophet and the Lord in chapters one and 

two, and a psalm of thanksgiving in chapter 3.  The setting is as the Babylonians are rising to 
power in 612 BCC. and Israel is entering into captivity.  It is the perennial problem of theodicy, 
how a good God can let evil win out.  “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not 
listen?  Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save?”   

 
After pouring out his complaints, the prophet says I will take my watch post at the 

rampart, “I will keep watch to see what God will say to me and what he will answer.  And this is 
what God says, 

 
“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.  For there is still a 
vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie.  If it seems to tarry, 
wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay.  Look at the proud!  Their spirit is not 
right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.  ”iv 
 
God is saying, I am still at work.  There will come to us all comfortable easy times and 

there will come times of great struggle, hardship and grief.  But watch and wait and have faith.  
Expect God to act, even if it seems long in coming.    Patience! 

 
“Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines, though the produce of 
the olive fails, and the fields yield no food…  yet I will rejoice in the Lord.” “There is 
still a vision.” 
 
Did you see the story that upon Queen Elizabeth’s death as the Union Jack flag was 
lowered to half mast over Windsor Castle and incredible rainbow appeared over the 
castle for a few minutes? As a sign? Meanwhile, about the same time back in London an 
impressive double rainbow appeared over Buckingham palace after a statement 
announcing the Queen’s death had been posted at the gate. As a sign?  

 
 

III 
Then Second Peter, a late New Testament letter, which presents itself as a follow-up to 

the first Letter of Peter, which most scholars believe was in fact written by Apostle Peter, Second 
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Peter however, seems to reflect a very different more sophisticated writing style, and deals with 
problems arising later as the Church is becoming more organized and institutionalized, and 
Christ has not yet returned. 

 
Again, as in Habakkuk, the writer ponders the delay of the Lord to act in returning as 

promised and the rising of false teachers who laugh at these promises of Christ’s return, while 
everything continues as it always has been, same old same old, 2 Peter answers the objections - 

 
“Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day.  The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance.”v 

 
 We need to learn to measure time differently.  God does not work according to our 
schedule, our time clock.  Sometimes we need extra time to come to a new level of 
understanding, we need patience with that EGR “Extra Grace Required” person.  It takes time for 
people to come to new understandings, for the light bulb to come on.  Be patient with yourself 
and be patient with others who are struggling to learn new things. 2nd Peter says, “Regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation.” God is patiently giving us time to repent, to turn around, and 
follow him. 
 
 For example, do you know that in the year1900 the United States contained only 8000 
automobiles and had only 144 miles of paved roads?  The average life expectancy was 47 years. 
Only 6 percent of Americans possessed a high school diploma. Barely 14 percent of American 
homes contained a bathtub and only 8 percent a telephone?vi 
 
 Yet look how much of that has changed since then, mostly for the better in terms of 
transportation, education, health care and communication.  These rapid changes in the 20th 
century brought us so much that is good, yet too, so much that is evil, the worst wars in human 
history. Consider, 1900 is a little over 100 years ago. Now multiply that by 10 to 1000. What was 
the world like 1000 years ago – half way back to the time of Christ? God is at work! Be patient! 
 

IV 
 Habakkuk and 2 Peter both are telling us to be patient amid suffering and struggle.  Trust 
in God, stay strong in your faith. Live as persons leading holy and godly lives.  “In accordance 
with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will be at 
home.”vii 
 
 Be patient.  Friends, God is at work in your life.  If you don’t always feel it, trust by faith. 
“The righteous live by their faith.” Remember the great saint, Mother Teresa, who did such 
tremendous work in India for the poorest of the poor as she and her sisters cared for the sick and 
the dying, of Calcutta after having that vision God gave her to establish that work. But Mother 
Teresa went for the rest of her life unable to feel God’s presence.  Yet she patiently, persisted in 
her work. She knew God was – even when she did not feel him – she lived by faith.  And in the 
end established a transformative work that is still going on.  Wait patiently. Watch. Then when 
the time is right – act. 
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 So, ask God to help you grow the fruit of patience in your life. Take time patiently to read 
and meditate on Scripture. Offer your prayers to God and look to and listen for God’s answers, 
which often come like rainbows in the sky, in the most subtle and surprising ways.   
 
 Virtually every time Cody Watson has preached here, (and we are so grateful for Cody 
and Tallulah and Cody Richards,) he requests the hymn “God is working His Purpose Out.”  It’s 
one of our great ones, and expresses profound and durable theology.   
 
 God is working His purpose out as year succeeds to year,  
 God is working His purpose out, And the time is drawing near; 
 Nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be,  
 When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.”viii 
 
 Wait for the vision. Watch for the vision.  Work for the vision.  “For there is still a vision 
for the appointed time.”  And so, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of out Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. 
 
Amen.” 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  

 

i Wayne Flynt, Alabama in the Twentieth Century, p.7 
ii Christopher J. H. Wright, Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit, p.69 
iii Ephesians 4:2 
iv Habakkuk, 2:1‐4 
v 2 Peter 3:8‐9 
vi Wayne Flynt, ibid. p. xvi 
vii 2 Peter 3:13 
viii The Hymnbook, “God Is Working His Purpose Out”, p. 500 

                                                       


