
Let Us Go On In Hope! 
 

“Therefore, let us go on toward perfection.  We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of 
the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain where Jesus, a forerunner on our 

behalf has entered.”  Hebrews 6:1, 19-20 
 
 

Genesis 17:1-8             Psalm 46             Hebrews 6:1-20 
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 Kathleen Norris in her book Dakota: A Spiritual Geography, has a young monastery 
director Abbot Lot go to see a senior monastery director Abbot Joseph, and says to him,” Father, 
according as I am able, I keep my little rule and my little fast, my prayer, meditation, and 
contemplative silence; and according as I am able, I strive to cleanse my heart of bad thoughts.  
Now what more should I do?”  The elder Abbot stretched out his hands to heaven.  His hands 
became like lamps of fire and he said, “Why not become all flame?”i 
 
 We are spending this Sunday and next, as we- like a football team in pre-season training - 
are throughout August moving toward re-opening and renewal of South Highland, getting the 
team re-engaged and growing in our own Christian faith, hope, and love. We are training, 
working out by looking at two passages from the profoundly deep Epistle to the Hebrews.  
 

 Here the writer, who remains anonymous to us, offers a challenge, a warning and a 
promise of hope to drifting second generation believers, children of the pioneers, the builders,  
that first generation of Christ followers who in little more than 30 years spread the Christian faith 
from a tiny mostly illiterate bunch living in a remote isolationist provincial little country in the 
Middle East to embracing people and nations throughout Europe and Africa, reaching even to the 
heart of the Western world itself – mighty Rome, where it is likely these Hebrew believers lived.  
Now, these children of the pioneers have drifted from their former zeal. 
 

I 
 Hebrews offers these wandering, drifting, lackadaisical second-generation believers a 
call, a challenge to step up their game.  “Why not become all flame? “Recognize the immense 
significance of all you have been given in Jesus Christ, repent – turn around - and follow him.  
These Hebrews were likely of Jewish backgrounds and traditions living out in the diaspora, of 
the broader Gentile world.   They were like Christians today who have some vague sort of 
cultural Christianity, who claim a Christian identity but do not put it into practice.   
 

To them the writer says, “Therefore let us go on towards perfection.”  Not that we should 
become perfectionists but that we should move on further down the road of discipleship toward 
the one and only who is perfect.  They should not remain stagnant.  We should not drift.  We 
should not be content with merely zooming in to a worship service when it’s convenient but if 
we are able to get up and enter into community for worship, study, fellowship and service with 
fellow believers in church.   We should become a flame alongside with the fire of conviction, 
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looking to him who has gone ahead and prepared the way for us, “Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith.”ii 

 
You see, Hebrews presents us with no little sweet light trite picture of gentle Jesus meek 

and mild, no Jesus as simply a kind healer who told lovely stories, no Jesus like Thomas 
Jefferson tried to portray him in his Jefferson Bible, where he took the New Testament and cut 
out all the passages with miracles and tried to turn it into a sort of Boy Scout Handbook. No, we 
need the full, complete Jesus – fully human, fully alive. 
 
 Hebrews actually presents us with the loftiest highest Christology, that is the sense of the 
high and holy person and work, the deity and humanity of Christ, of any place in the New 
Testament.  Jesus Christ is no myth, no mere model for clean living.  Jesus Christ is the center of 
history.  Our great High Priest. By his life and teachings, his death and resurrection, God, the 
father has opened his heart to us in full and complete disclosure.   
 
 As Eugene Peterson wrote,  
 

“The truth about what is at the center of our lives and of our history is that Jesus Christ 
was crucified on the cross for our sins and raised from the tomb for our salvation and that 
we can participate in new life as we believe in him, accept his mercy, respond to his love, 
and attend to his commands.”iii 

 
Hebrews says all this about Jesus Christ. Listen!  He is God’s own Son. He is the heir of 

all things. He is the one through whom God created the world.  “He is the reflection of God’s 
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, he sustains all things by his powerful word.” iv  
 
 Hebrews says, “Jesus Chris is the center of all – He t is the same yesterday, and today and 
forever.”v 
 
 For a brief moment in time this one who is beyond all time, who is the mighty Lord and 
Savior stooped down to our level where he fully identified with us, suffered and died for us, and 
then rose victor over death itself, for us.  Jesus is the one who suffered for us, the one who was 
obedient to God’s plan and purpose for us.  He is that than which no greater is.  In stooping he 
came low so we could comprehend him, “lisping like a nursemaid,” as Calvin creatively wrote, 
offering baby talk to us so we could hear him, identify with him, welcome and receive him, and 
live our lives for him, with him actually living within us.   
 

Hebrews offers us a strong call to radical discipleship.  Here is no lukewarm, light, 
comfortable, easy, cozy, fuzzy discipleship.  Discipleship is radical.  Discipleship calls for total 
commitment. 
 
 Like the pig said to the chicken when the chicken said, “Hey, let’s make Farmer Brown a 
nice big egg and bacon sandwich.  The pig replied to the chicken, “Honey, for you that’s a 
contribution.  For me that’s total commitment.” Discipleship calls for total commitment. 
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 Therefore, given this immense costly gift of God in Jesus Christ we are challenged to go 
on.  We may live in the same town, even the same house, attend the same church all our lives, 
yet we are never to remain static.  We grow, we change, we mature, we do not stay the same.  
Not our bodies, not our minds, not our spiritual experiences.  
 
 We are called not to be perfectionists but to make forward progress toward the perfect 
one.   Like the electrons and neutrons and cells in our body, we are always moving, either 
forward, harmoniously, making progress, or else we are slipping, drifting, turning away, 
slouching off.  Therefore, let us go on.   
  
      II 
 
 Now to move ahead in our faith, we have to leave some things behind. We have to let go 
of some habits and tendencies.  Interestingly the things the author here urges us to leave behind 
are actually very important good foundational pillars of our faith, “Not laying again the 
foundation: repentance from dead works and faith towards God, instruction about baptisms, 
laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement.”   
 
 These are really a list of basic ABCs’ of discipleship.  We all need to repent.  We all need 
to be baptized.  We all need to have the laying on of hands, as when we pray for someone who is 
sick or are prayed for when we are sick, or set aside church leaders in ordination, and we all will 
face an eternal judgment.  All these are important.  The author is not saying forget these things, 
but build on these things on this foundation, build a full abundant new life 
 
 Hebrews challenges us to build upon that faith foundation. “How firm a foundation ye 
saint of the Lord is laid for your faith in God’s excellent word.” But do not stop with what you 
learned in Confirmation Class.  Frank Harrington used to tell how when he was a student in 
seminary and came before his home presbytery for his annual evaluation, there was always one 
old elder who asked him year after year, “Frank are you making any progress in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ?’ 
 
 And how about you?   Are you making any progress in your relationship with Jesus 
Christ?  Are you developing further in your friendship with Him?  Hebrews says to us, “Let us 
go on.” 
 

But then comes not merely a challenge but a stern warning, saying, it is impossible to 
restore again to repentance one who has tasted the heavenly gift and shared in God’s Holy Spirit 
if he or she falls away.  This writer says, for one who has made a beginning in the Christian faith, 
if they fall away it is impossible for them to get back on the path.  It is like, exiting a toll booth at 
the airport, once you pay your ticket the arm lifts and you drive your car through, but then the 
arm drops and it is impossible to get back in.   

 
Some Christians erroneously teach that it is possible to lose your salvation, and they look 

to these verses to validate that.  Those who believed this in the early church would often delay 
their baptism until they were near death – for fear they would sin after baptism and be eternally 
damned.  
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 I do not think, however, that this is what the text is saying.  Thank God the Gospel is not 
a toll booth with an arm that falls down preventing us from repenting and starting again. Psalm 
130 says “If you O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord who could stand? Bur there is forgiveness 
with you.”    I believe the author here is offering either 1- a warning to those who would taste 
sample but not really commit to faith, or 2 – a preacher’s rhetorical , even humorous tongue-in-
cheek style, warning against casual drifting and making the common sense observation that yes it 
is in fact hard at the practical congregational level for a person who has chosen to drop out, turn 
away from the church, turn away from the truth of the Gospel, to find their way back in  again.     
 
 But then the writer goes on to add, I know you are not like that.  I have better hopes for 
you, because God will not overlook your work and the love you have already shown.   
 

“We want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance 
of hope to the very end, so that you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.”vi 

 
III 

 Hebrews is telling us, in this now all-the-more secular, God denying, God watering-down 
post-modern world, that casual indifferent cultural Christianity will simply not work.  After 
pointing them down into the dark well, showing them the void, he lifts them up with the promise 
of hope.   The promise that God has not left us out there alone to drift.  God will not let us go, 
once God truly has us.   You may, like the Prodigal Son, have grabbed your inheritance and run 
fast and hard a long way from home.  But the door to home will never be locked to you.  You can 
always come home again.  Maybe for a time you turned your back on home and family.  But 
your family and your Father are always there for you.  
 
 Hebrews illustrates this by reminding us of the story of Abraham, and God’s covenant 
promise to him.  
 

“You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations… I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  I will establish 
my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you. Throughout their 
generations.”vii 

 
 Discipleship, you see, is not a contract which if we break our part of the deal God is free 
to break his part and turn us out.  No.  Discipleship is a covenant in which God establishes the 
conditions and guarantees the result.   
 

Friends this is what God is telling every single one of us individually and telling us as a 
congregation.  God is not done with us.  God is not letting go of us.  We have a future and we 
have a hope.  “A hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain.”  And the one who has 
done this, who has become the great high priest for us forever like unto the mysterious Old 
Testament priest Abraham greeted and gave tithes to, bowed to, Melchizedek, this one is Jesus 
Christ.  As high priest he offered the sacrifice for us on the altar of the cross, and as victim he 
himself became that sacrifice.   
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South Highland, here is a call to continue in hope, growing in our faith, building on our 

firm foundation.  “On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand.” 
 
Many years ago, as a youngster of 30 I became pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Monroe, Louisiana, a church begun before the Civil War.  One day I went to lunch with a 
member Dr. Ralph King, a distinguished dentist with a long-standing practice in the community.  
Dr.  King was something of the dean of dentists in Monroe, highly respected, active on state and 
national dental boards and associations, and he was something of a philosopher.  His office was 
right across the street from the church.  As we were returning to his office after lunch, he said to 
me, “Do you see our sign there in front of you?”  I looked and saw a very stylish simple sign, 
each silver letter of the dentists’ names set directly into the brick.  I said, “Yes, it is a very 
attractive sign.”   
 
 Then he pointed to the sign on the identical building to the left of his, an insurance office.  
He said, “do you see the difference in their sign and ours?”  I looked and it was the same style, 
simple silver letters set in the brick.” No.” I said, “Other than they sell insurance and you sell 
beautiful teeth.” 
 
 Dr. King said, “Look again, that sign has been changed 5 or 6 times since we have been 
here.  There have been a lot of businesses come and go there, but we are still here.  See all those 
holes in the brick from where the other signs were?  Our sign has never been changed.   We are 
here for the long haul.  We keep improving our dental techniques, we keep moving ahead in our 
use of technology. But we are here to stay.  Some dentists advertise in beauty pageants and invite 
you to stop in unannounced while you are shopping at the mall.  We don’t do that.  But we are 
here, still here, and we are offering good service, and we are staying.” 
 
 Jesus Christ, the one and only, the first, the last, the same yesterday, today and forever, 
calls us forward with a challenge, a warning and a promise of hope. 
 
 Today in gratitude for the life of one who has, more than any other taught me now – over 
41 years of ordained ministry, I close with this conclusion by maybe the greatest Christian writer 
since C. S. Lewis – Frederick Buechner, A Presbyterian minister, novelist, poet, essayist – I love 
Frederick Buechner who died last Monday at the age of 96 – in an essay A Crazy Holy Grace – 
he writes “Faith is like the dream in which the clouds open to show such riches ready to drop 
upon us. By faith, we trust it to be without seeing. Faith is both the dreaming and the crying. 
Faith is the assurance that the best and holiest dream is true after all. Faith is something – if only 
if only in the proposition that life is better than death – is what makes our journey through time 
bearable.  When faith ends, the journey ends – ends either in a death like my father’s (who 
committed suicide) or in the living death of those who believe themselves to be without hope.” 
Buechner’s father committed suicide when he was 10 years old. Nobody knew why but then they 
found a suicide note on the last of the then new novel “Gone with the Wind” adore you and love 
you and be good. “Let us go on. We are confident of better things in you your care. We have this 
hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, 
where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf has entered – a high priest forever.  “Why not become a 
flame?” 
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Amen! 
 
 
   
 
   

i Kathleen Norris, Dakota, quoted by W. Frank Harrington, First Comes Faith, p.111 
ii Heb. 12:2 
iii Eugene Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, p.24 
iv Hebrews 1:1-3 
v Hebrews 13:8 
vi Hebrews 6:11-12 
vii Genesis 17:4-7 

                                                      


